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You choose to go where few men dare. Citizen 
has a similar reputation. Heralded as the first 
diving watch with a depth sensor, the Citizen 
Promaster Aqualand series is the leading choice 
of professional divers. Displaying present and 
maximum depth, elapsed time and water 


temperature, they're water-resistant to 200 meters. 


Safety alarms indicate depth, dive time and 
battery life. One Aqualand is even PC compatible 
so it keeps records of your dives. With 15 models 
ORG OON ROLL GR AMOL ALL monY 
challenge you do. Promaster. The most advanced 
collection of sports watches in the world. 


Available at 
LORD & TAYLOR #® HECHT?’S ® STRAWBRIDGE’S 
ROBINSONS*MAY ® KAUFMANN’S #® FILENE’S 
FOLEY’S ® FAMOUS BARR ® MEIER & FRANK 
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HOTEL 
& DIVE 
PACKAGES 


Starting at $189 ‘ | 


* Effective April 6 - December 19, 1997 ‘ 
Prices subject to change. 
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GREAT DIVING 


a 
| arge animal encounters are our specialty. 





F njoy a magical open ocean experience on our 
do phin dive, or watch sharks being 


hand fed at Shark Junction. 


Awesome wreck and reef diving! You'll never 
forget your dive on | heo’s Wreck, an intact 
jy 8 freighter resting in 100 feet of water! 


GRAND BAHAMA 
ISLAND 


F ndless water sports! Shop duty free at the 
Fort Lucaya Marketplace, a tropical paradise 
Filled with fun, food & entertainment 

within walking distance ‘ 


of INEXSO 





° 





 , 


Delivering The Worlds’ 


Most Exciting Diving 


1-800-992-DIVE 
or 1-954-351-9889 


www.unexso.com 


UNDERWATER 
EXPLORERS{ SOCIETY 
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ost marine 
conservation 
reports bring 
$ us depressing 
news—generally some 
sort of horror story 
about the wanton de- 
struction ofa reef or 
animal species. Here, for a change, is 
some good news about how a precious 
natural resource can be saved. Before giv- 
ing you the good news, permit me to set 
the stage with a brief historical overview. 

When I first started diving Florida wa- 
ters in the late 1950s, Jewfish were every- 
where. This grouper, Epinephelus itajara, 
was king of the reef—a giant that could 
grow to seven feet long and weigh up to 
800 pounds. Needless to say, it soon be- 
came a popular trophy fish among 
spearfishermen. 

During the 1960s, there were many 
hero stories and photos of divers spearing 
these giant fish. And, as the technology of 
spearfishing improved, with powerheads 
and bigger guns, more and more Jewfish 
became trophies. 

By the 1970s, Jewfish were becoming 
scarce in Florida waters. Recreational 
divers seldom, if ever, encountered one. At 
the sight of a diver, the few that survived 
would flee to the deep or hide in the dark- 
est and farthest recesses of reef caves. This 
shortage, in turn, created a new trend. 

Recreational divers began bypassing 
Florida waters, traveling instead to 
Caribbean islands where Jewfish could 
still be seen, admired and photographed. 
There were many stories of tame Jewfish 
in the British Virgin Islands, The 
Bahamas, Cayman Islands and so on. But 
once again, spearfishing technology, cou- 
pled with the lack of protective laws, 
formed a lethal union that managed to 
wipe out most of the Caribbean Islands’ 





Jewfish. They are gone. 


Then in 1990, a wonderful thing hap- 
pened. Florida State Marine Fisheries 
Commission designated the Jewfish a 
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protected species. The state passed a law 
that prohibited the harvest of Jewfish in 
state waters, including possession, land- 
ing, purchase or sale of Jewfish meat. 
Apprehension of violators could result in 
severe penalties. 

This past summer I had an opportuni- 
ty to once again travel and dive Florida 
waters, and I very quickly discovered the 
Jewfish were back! Everywhere I went, 
there were reports of Jewfish. You can 
find them on at least three wrecks off Key 
West, a wreck off Marathon, another 
wreck off Islamorada and two or three 
spots off Key Largo. What’s more, these 
Jewfish appear less afraid of divers than 
their predecessors. Mostly young, weigh- 
ing 60 to 250 pounds, they will eventually 
grow into giants. The same miracle is 
happening all along the west coast of 
Florida, as well as Miami, Ft. Lauderdale 
and most of Florida’s east coast. 

If I were to make a prediction about the 
future of recreational diving, I would have 
to say the Jewfish may become Florida’s 
next major U/W attraction. A living, hap- 
py Jewfish can be worth a whole lot more 
to Florida’s economy than the sale of its 
carcass. And, just maybe, other Caribbean 
island nations will follow Florida’s con- 
servation example and provide protection 
for the beloved Jewfish. = 


Note: You can be part of this new conser- 
vation trend by sending us stories and re- 
ports about Jewfish recently encountered in 
Florida. Write to: The Editor, Skin Diver, 
6420 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 
90048, e-mail: skindiver@petersenpub. 
com or fax (213) 782-2121. 
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There's an America 


that you ve probably never seen. 





We use the same money. And 
we speak the same language. It's a place 
where the fish outnumber the people, 
And kids go to school just like The U. S , Vi rein Island S 
they do where you live. We just don't St. Croix - St. John - St. Thomas 


/ . 
get as many snow days. They re your islands. 
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Call your travel agent or 800-372- USVI. Contact the U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Tourism for more info.: Atlanta, Chicago, DC, LA, Miami, NY, San Juan and Toronto. ©1997 U.S. Virgin Islands Dept. of Tourism. 
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Tesuleaa of divers have experienced our 
motto of “Eat, Sleep, & Dive”, and they tell us it’s 
the only way to describe their vacation. 

; A typical day aboard an Aggressor dive yacht 
* would look something like this: Eat breakfast, dive 
| aglorious site, take a nap on the sun deck, eat a 
hearty snack while the boat moves to another 
dive site, plunge into the water, and it all begins 
again. It’s the way diving was meant to be. 
~ The only way we could improve on such an 
itinerary is to add specialty programs like Deep 
“=6 Week aboard the Truk Aggressor Il, or the Whale 
eal =—sof an Adventure expeditions aboard the elegant 
Galapagos Aggressors | & Il. We also offer 
excursions with special guests such as Jean-Michel 
Cousteau, Stan \akiterman or Jim Church. 


‘ 
ge 


hee P Bh ces | arb 


iA TR RAR wa ehe Pl 53 
Paty ET, SST AS Het. oe EE ae eS 











For one all-inclusive price, your accommo- 
dations, meals, beverages and diving are covered. 
Generous specials such as four free spaces on 
ten-day whole boat charters aboard the Okeanos 
Aggressor, June 2-Dec. 30, 1997, and the 
Cayman Aggressor Ill New Year’s Resolution Special, 
featuring $400 off charters Jan. 3-Feb. 28, 1998, 
make Aggressor trips an even greater value. 

Reserve your affordable dream dive vacation 
today. You'll wonder why you’ve waited so long. 


GRESS 
y Op 


Making Every 
Dive Your Best 
1-800-348-2628 


504-385-2628 Fax 504-384-0817 
E-mail: divboat@aol.com or 
divboat@compuserve.com 
Web: www.aggressor.com 


The Ultimate in Live-Aboards® 
A full service travel agency 


PALAU AGGRESSOR II CELEBRITY CHARTERS: 
Jim Church and Stan Waterman Oct. 5-12, 1997, 
Apr. 19-26, Nov. 8-15 1998; Jean-Michel Cousteau 


-s, and, Dr. Richard Murphy Oct. 4-11, 1998 


For other Aggressor vessel celebrity charters, 
check out our web site or call the reservations office. 


Photos: Eel by guest Michael Troitino; 
Octopus by guest Richard Schumann; Diver by Capt. Wayne Hasson 
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About the cover: Andy Dellenbach climbs the towering mast of El Aguila, 
Roatan’s newest shipwreck. This 220 foot supply freighter was recently sunk in | 00 88 Palau Pacific Resort: The Complete 
feet of water off Bailey's Key, just three minutes from the dock of Anthony's Key Tropical Getaway/Al Hornsby 


Resort. For more on the sinking of El Aguila, turn to page 92. Photo/Rick Frehsee. 
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‘There is a world beneath 
The Cayman Islands where the 
stingrays are playful, and the coral 
shines as bright as the sun. 


Here, you can learn to dive or 
perfect your skills in clear, 
protected waters teeming with 
life and brilliant with colour. 


In fact, our more than 200 unique 
sites provide more dive adventures 
than a lifetime would allow. 


Onshore, enjoy golf and tennis. 
Shopping and sightseeing. Miles 
and miles of relaxing, white sands. 
And the friendliest people in 
the British Caribbean. 


‘To fly here on a comfortable 
Cayman Airways jet, call your travel 
agent or 1-800-G-CAYMAN. 
For more information, call 
1-800-346-3313. 


Come dive Grand Cayman, 
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. 
And discover an underwater world 

that is safe, spectacular and 

yours to share. 


‘Those who dive us, 
love us.” 
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DIVE TRAINING 


NASDS Ocean Diver Program 


ADD FUN AND EXCITEMENT TO 
YOUR OPEN WATER TRAINING 


BY TY SAWYER 


ll certifications are created equal. Right? Well, no. The 
National Association of Scuba Diving Schools (NASDS) 
has developed a curriculum that expands a divers’ 
knowledge beyond the standard requirements for open 
water certification. Called the Ocean Diver Program, it gives 
divers in training a real sense of the variety, fun and excitement 
that keeps many of us diving even after years of travel and 
thousands of dives. 

Developed by a Dallas divemaster named Britt Ross, the pro- 
gram allows divers in training 
to gain valuable experience and 
knowledge of such diverse ac- 
tivities as underwater photog- 
raphy, fish identification, com- 
puter diving and boat diving. 
There is even an optional shark 
diving element for those in 
search of a visceral experience. 
Besides infusing the thrill of 
diving into novices, the Ocean 
Diver Program sends forth di- 
vers who are more prepared for 
a broader range of experiences. 
They are also more apt to be 
careful observers of the marine 
environment and have a greater 
level of comfort—and thus 
safety and enjoyment—than new divers coming out of a more 
conventional certification program. 





THE OCEAN DIVER PROGRAM 


UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY: At one 
_ time or another we all want to share the 
. underwater world we enjoy with others. 
canna INNS | Underwater photography allows us to do 
—, this as well as being a visual memory of 
our adventures. NASDS recommends the 
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simple to use Sea & Sea camera systems, but any will do. 
Valuable hands-on time is spent with the camera of choice both 
topside and U/W. 

REEF FISH IDENTIFICATION: Learning to carefully observe the 
underwater realm is a skill that will bring the reef to life almost as 
if by magic. And, as new divers will discover and experienced 
divers know, it is a skill that is continually honed; perfection is al- 
most always a fin or two away. This course, based on the superla- 
tive Paul Humann fish I.D. books, increases diver awareness un- 
derwater and can do wonders 
for capturing, in photographs, 
the more elusive creatures. 

COMPUTER DIVING: Yes, you 
learn the tables, suffer through 
hand calculations of no decom- 
pression time, repetitive groups, 
etc., and along comes a comput- 
er to do all the thinking for you. 
While the knowledge of table use 
is essential (what if your com- 
puter zonks out!), computers 
can quickly and more accurately 
keep track of multi-level diving 
and repetitive dives than divers. 
Computers also free you to ob- 
serve the fishlife and take those 
award winning photographs. 

Boat Divine: This segment puts all the skills a diver learns for 
open water diving to practical use. And, there is a definite eti- 
quette to diving from a boat, of which everyone should be aware. 

As you can see, the Ocean Diver Program introduces new divers 
to more than just the mechanics of breathing U/W. It introduces 
them to all the great toys and exciting activities, giving them an op- 
portunity to utilize new skills and maximize their enjoyment. 

For information on this innovative program, contact NASDS 
at 1012 S. Yates, Memphis, Tennessee 38119; phone (901) 767- 
7265, (800) 735-3438 or fax (901) 767-2798, =8® 
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ACW * 


Actual size 


The Suunto Spyder Advanced Computer Watch (ACW®) 
is the first and only watch-sized instrument that combines 
the performance of a top-of-the-line dive computer and a 
quality watch. 

A true multi-level dive computer in every sense, the 
highly-sophisticated Suunto Spyder features full decom- 
pression capabilities, an extended profile memory, per- 
sonal adjustability, and PC-Interface compatibility - all sag west 
superbly bound mm a stylish stainless-steel casing that would 


do justice to any event above or below the waterline. 2151 Las Palmas Drive, Carlsbad, CA 92009 
Phone (619) 438-1101, Fax (619) 438-3142 
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_ST.VINCENT & 
THE GRENADINES 


Enjoy the Caribbean 
the way it used to be... 


Scenic Admiralty Bay, Bequia 


Snorkelers enjoy lush coral 
reefs in The Tobago Cays 





Stunning 
drift dive 
at Mayreau — 
Gardens 

in The 
Grenadines 


Smiling faces 
greet visitors 
to St. Vincent 
& The 
Grenadines 
everywhere 


For more information contact 


ST. VINCENT & 


THE GRENADINES 
in New York: 800-729-1726 
212-687-4981 


972-239-6451 


© SD/AD 1997 
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in Dallas: 800-235-3029 | ' 


SCUBA QUIZ 


TWO BY TWO 


BY DENNIS K. GRAVER 


Select the two most correct answers for each question. 


Ty 


10. 


Sm OOWD 


An air embolism while scuba diving would most likely be caused by: 
A. Arapidascent 

B. Rapid breathing while ascending 

C. Holding the breath while ascending 

D. Excessive bottom time 


. Vertigo experienced without rupturing an eardrum would most likely be caused by: 


Cold water in one middle ear 
Cold water in one outer ear 
A sudden pressure change in one ear 
Excessive pressure in the middle ears 
Excessive pressure in the outer ears 
he two most frequent signs and symptoms of decompression illness are: 

A. Unconsciousness 

By Pam 

C. Dizziness 

D. Extreme fatigue 

E. Numbness 

. Loss of body heat while diving will, in time, cause: 


A. Nitrogen narcosis 
B. Dehydration 

C. Mental impairment 
D. Hypocapnia 


. The two factors that have the greatest effect on buoyancy are: 


A. Fluid density 

B. An object’s volume 
C. An object’s weight 
D. An object’s shape 
E. Depth 


. Asteel 71.2 cubic foot scuba cylinder holds: 


A. 71.2 cubic feet at 2,475 psig 
B. 71.2 cubic feet at 2,250 psig 
C. 64.48 cubic feet at 2,250 psig 
D. 78.62 cubic feet at 2,475 psig 


. During an emergency ascent it is best to: 


A. Exhale continuously 

B. Attempt normal breathing 
C. Ascend rapidly 

D. Ascend at a moderate rate 
E. Ascendas slowly as possible 


. Ifyou suspect you might have decompression illness, you should: 


A. Gotoa medical facility as soon as possible 

B. Gotoa hyperbaric chamber as soon as possible 

C. Call the Divers Alert Network if your symptoms do not improve 
D. Breathe oxygen immediately 

E. See your doctor as soon as possible 


. The best ways to minimize the risk of decompression sickness when 


diving repetitively are to: 

Limit depth to 100 feet 

Increase surface intervals 

Reduce bottom times 

Do the deepest dives first 

Do a safety decompression stop at the end of every dive 

Which of the following violations of safe diving practices are the most frequent 

causes of decompression illness: 

A. Ascending too rapidly 

B. Failing to do a safety decompression stop 

C. Repetitive multi-level dives for more than three consecutive days 
s to the maximunrno decompresstontimits 

E. Omitting required decompression 
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Take your pick! 
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TREASUREISLIMD $480 9790, $1100 
INDIESSUITES $611 $1008 $1405 ta BEACHCOMBER 
HOLIDAYINN $656 $1083 $1510 | - LONDON HOUSE 
GRAND PAVILION. S750. 51240 51780 LACOVIA. = $549. IL 
Prices are based on double occupancy & include a two tank boat dive everyday except day of arrival Prices are based on a occupancy & include a two tank boatilve sicily except day af anivel 
and departure, unlimited shore diving, hotel, gratuities & taxes. | ond departure., unlimited shore diving, hotel, gratuities & taxes : 


Cayman 
Airways 


“Those Who Fly Us, 
Love Us” 
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RANI CACMAN'S WATERSPORTS PARK 
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enerally, when a manufacturer in- 
troduces an underwater housing 
designed for a specific land camera, 
there are trade-offs. In an effort to 
simplify and streamline the housing, 
many of the camera’s functions are elimi- 
nated. That’s not the case, however, with 
the CX-600 housing for the Canon Rebel 
G camera. Sea & Sea Underwater Photo- 
graphy USA has produced a compact 
camera housing that is not only stream- 
lined but retains all the Rebel G’s capabili- 
ties. This makes it one of the most versatile 
camera housings on the market today. 
When you pick up the CX-600, you will 
be amazed at its size. Since it uses few me- 
chanical controls, the aluminum housing 
is tightly molded around the camera. It 
fits like a glove, with very little space be- 
tween the housing and the camera. The 
housing breaks down into three basic 
parts: the lens port, the backplate and the 
main housing. The port screws onto the 
main body and uses a wall type O-ring to 
maintain the seal. The backplate is held in 
place with two catch and carry latches 
with safety locks that cannot be opened 
accidentally underwater. Simply push 
forward on the safety locks, move the 
latch to the side and the backplate easily 
separates from the main body. 
Two large screws at the bottom of the 


IS SUPER COh 
AND USER FRIENDLY 


TEXT & PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY JACK AND SUE DRAFAHL 


1PACT 


UNDERWATER PHOTO EQUIPMENT 


main housing hold twin handgrips. The 
tops of each handle have a slotted fitting 
that mates to Sea & Sea strobe arms. 
These fittings can be removed and re- 
placed with a variety of arm adapters. The 
strobes connect to one of two bulkhead 
connectors (on each side of the view- 
finder). Thus, if you use two strobes, 
there is no need for a dual connection. 
The shutter is in front of the right 
handgrip. It is placed so that by gently 
pressing your index finger the camera will 
autofocus the lens and trigger the shutter. 
Nine controls on the CX-600 give you 
full control over the Rebel G camera. 
With all the camera controls at your fin- 
gertips, you can easily set it for full auto- 
matic, semi-automatic or manual. As 
each control is operated, the information 
is displayed in a large window on the top 
right of the housing. The mode dial, on 
the top left of the housing, operates 14 
separate functions: ISO film speed, auto- 
matic, depth of field, program exposure 
mode, aperture exposure mode, shutter 
exposure mode, manual exposure mode, 
power off and six specific shooting situa- 
tions, including full auto mode, portrait, 
scenic, close-up, action and backlighting. 
The electronic dial, on the top right of the 
housing, allows you to modify the selec- 
tions using the mode control. For exam- 


ir 


ple, you might select aperture priority 
with the mode control and then select a 
specific f/stop using the electronic dial. 

Two small buttons on the left edge of 
the viewing window give you access to 
some of the Rebel G’s more advanced fea- 
tures. The upper left button, the autofo- 
cus selector, allows you to choose one of 
three focus points in the viewer or all 
three. The function button lets you select 
red eye reduction, beeper sounds, multi- 
ple exposures or access the exposure 
bracket function. A single lever on the 
back right hand side of the housing also 
allows you to make exposure compensa- 
tion up to plus or minus two stops. 

If you are planning on using azoom 
lens or want to manually focus another 
lens, a large mechanical control next to the 
left handle both rotates and pulls out from 
the housing to make the necessary adjust- 
ment to the lens inside. This control mates 
with a special focus/zoom ring that slides 
over the lens. If you don’t plan on using ei- 
ther function, the ring is not needed. 

There is a silver button on each side of 
the housing back. The right button locks 
the exposure when depressed; the left one 
turns ona small viewing light inside the 
housing. The light stays on for ten sec- 
onds, then goes out. This is a great feature 
for night or deep diving. 





The best way to open the housing is to 
set it face down on the lens port or be- 
tween your knees. Release the safety catch- 
es and undo the two clamps so the back- 
plate can be set aside. As you set it down 
you will notice a moisture detection circuit 
built into the back of the housing. If mois- 
ture is detected, a light will be displayed. 

To change film, remove the backplate, 
open the camera back, load film and close 
the back. You don’t have to remove the 
camera, align gears or make adjustments. 

If you do want to remove the camera, 
simply press a small lever at the bottom 
right of the camera. This releases a quick- 
disconnect device on the base of the cam- 
era. Next, remove the hotshoe connector 
on the top of the camera and slide the 
camera out. 

Each time you open the housing you 
should check the soft blue O-ring. This 
new type of O-ring is being used on all Sea 
& Sea products today and provides im- 
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VALID UNTIL 3/98 
MEMBER SINCE 3/85 
DAN INSURANCE Master 





MEMBERSHIP SERvice. 
| ERVICES 1-800-446. 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Construction......... Corrosion-resistant | 
aluminum alloy withhard-almite _ 
galvanized pearl-white finish _ 
Depth rating | 
PLiCe .esessees ee $1,595 


The prepared diver 
dives with DAN 


members receive exclusive dive and travel benefits: 





proved protection against leaks and flood- 
ing. Make sure you use the special Sea & 
Sea grease that comes with the housing. 
Since most serious underwater photog- 
raphers use more than one lens in their 
quest for the ultimate photo, Sea & Sea of- 


¢ Subscription to award-winning 
Alert Diver magazine 


e 24-hour dive emergency hotline and 
medical information line based at 
Duke University Medical Center 


fers four lens ports. They accommodate 
lenses from 14 to 100mm, including the 


¢ Automatic $100,000 emergency medical 


evacuation — no restriction on length of 


e A free copy of the DAN Dive and 
Travel Medical Guide 


28-80mm zoom lens. 

Other accessories include a focusing 
light holder, camera straps and an adapter 
ring that fits around the lens port. This 
ring can hold a focusing light or a small 
electronic flash in a variety of positions. 

The best part of working with this hous- 
ing is reduced preparation time. Most 
U/W photographers would agree you can 
spend as much time getting your gear 
ready as you do diving. The CX-600 re- 
quires a few minute’s preparation. Open 
the housing, load film, check the O-ring, 
close the housing—you are ready to dive. 

Sea & Sea is working hard to prove 
themselves a leader in the U/W photo 
marketplace with innovations. If your 
photo plans include a new housing, take a 
good look at the CX-600. With a suggest- 
ed retail price of $1,595, it’s a winner. 

For more information, contact Sea & 
Sea Underwater Photography, USA, 2105 
Camino Vida Roble, Suite L, Carlsbad, 
CA 92009; (760) 929-1909, fax (760) 
929-0098, = 


stay outside of the USA ¢ Eligibility for diving’s only 
emergency ID — the DAN Tag™ 

¢ Eligibility for up to $125,000 dive 
accident insurance coverage, PLUS a 
total of $35,000 additional coverage for 
AD&D or PTD, lost dive equipment, 
loss of airline ticket, and extra 
accommodations* 


¢ Membership in the world’s largest 
association of divers, supporting vital 
research and services that benefit DAN 
members and all recreational divers 


DAN membership is only $25 per year.** 
Ask about diving’s best insurance value. 


Call 800-446-2671 


(Priority Code SDND297) 


* Available through $35 DAN Master Plan. Other insurance 
options are available. AD&D: accidental death and 
dismemberment; PTD: permanent total disability. 

Equipment, ticket and accomodations coverage is provided 

in the event of a dive accident. 

** Membership includes evacuation, magazine and medical 
guide. Insurance is extra and ranges from $25 to $35 per year. 


Divers Alert Network 
Your Dive Safety Association 
http://www.dan.ycg.org 
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TOBA G O 
Dive Tobago s World-Class Drifts 


Home of Tobago s Finest Diving 


Douglas Spranger ___ 


Tucked away on the far side of beautiful 
Tobago are two inns with easy access to 
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Dive Notes 


NEKTON DIVING CRUISES ADDS NEW 
DESTINATION TO SOUTHERN BAHAMAS 
Trips: Nekton Diving Cruises has added 
Cat Island as a destination on its Southern 
Bahamas itinerary, which also visits San 
Salvador, Rum Cay and Conception 
Island. 

When the wind blows from the north, 
the Nekton Pilot moors off the southern 
tip of Cat Island. Divers enjoy walls as well 
as shallow snorkeling sites. The tops of the 
walls begin at about 45 feet from the sur- 
face, then drop dramatically to more than 
100 feet. There are high swim-throughs 
and enormous coral mountains. Guests 
see large groupers, sharks, rays and tur- 
tles—or, with any luck, a whale. 

Cat Island itself is very beautiful, with 
high green cliffs. If you get a chance, the 
Nekton crew recommends snorkeling to 


Bat Cave on Cat Island. 





the island. The corals and fish are abun- 
dant and colorful, with gardens of anem- 
ones and Elkhorn Coral. There is also a 
cave filled with thousands of bats. You can 
snorkel into the cave to take a look 
around—but watch your head for falling 
debris! You'll also see stalagmites pro- 
truding from the cave floor. 

The Nekton Pilot cruises the Southern 
Bahamas from November through mid- 
April. Nekton Diving Cruises has two spe- 
cial offers on selected Southern Bahamas 
sailings this season. The low season special 
of only $1,195 per week (including ac- 
commodations, meals and all snorkeling 
and diving activities) is offered on cruises 
departing December 6 and December 13, 
1997. The second special offers free air 
fare from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, to 
George Town, Great Exuma, for cruises 
departing in February and March 1998. 

For further information, contact 
Nekton Diving Cruises at 520 SE 32nd 
Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316; (800) 
899-6753, (954) 463-9324 or fax (954) 
463-8938, =5 


PADI 


INSTRUCTOR TRAINING 


Our modular approach to instructor 
training allows you to choose how 
far you want to go. Our TRIAD 
course covers all the elements to be 
a safe, competent PADI instructor. 
The GOLD INSTRUCTOR program 
takes you to the next level — all 


the way through resort training. 


AWARDED PADI #1 TRAINING 
FACILITY IN THE U.S.A.* 


*1975/76/77 


TRIAD PROGRAM 


e Advanced Open Water ¢ Rescue Diver 
¢ Medic First Aid * Divemaster ¢ Instructor 
Prep ¢ Instructor Development ¢ Head Start 


GOLD INSTRUCTOR 
¢ CPR/Medic First Aid Instructor ¢ Specialty 
Instructor * Master Scuba Diver Trainer ¢ 
Resort Operation Specialist ¢ Nitrox Instructor 


VY TUITION FINANCING AVAILABLE 

V FREE WORLDWIDE PLACEMENT 

vY COMPLETE CAREER PROGRAM 

v APPROVED FOR VETERAN TRAINING 


AIDIVERS 
UNLIMITED 


6023 Hollywood Boulevard 
Hollywood, Florida 33024 
(888) 232-7234 (954) 981-0156 
Fax (954) 963-5255 
e-mail: dvrsunim@bellsouth.net 
www.charternet.com/diversunlimited 
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ISLAND 
DREAMS 


Santa’s Science Lab at Scripps 


Children can enjoy a special brand of hol- 
iday fun December 26 to 31 at the Birch 
Aquarium, Scripps Institution of Oceano- 
graphy, La Jolla, California. 

This hands-on family science program 
highlights how ocean and land animals 
survive and thrive in the harsh environ- 
ments of the north and south pole. Santa’s 
Science Lab is open 10:30 am to 4:30 pm. 

Aquarium admission is $7.50 for adults; “oT 
$6.50 seniors; $5 for students with I.D.; $4 sii Ma i : a ee. * 
for youths age 3 to 17; and children under ee i 
three are free. 

For information, call (619) 534- 
FISH. =3 


Wreks and Teks ’98 


The Boston Diving Show will present 
Wreks and Teks ’98 February 14 at the 
Holiday Inn and Resort in Marlboro, 
Massachusetts. Bret Gilliam, noted techni- 
cal diver, author, past president of NAUI 
and founder of Technical Diving Incorp- 
orated (TDI) will be the featured presenter. 
Tickets are $10. 

For more information, contact Fred 
Calhoun at Apple Ridge 2-6, Maynard, MA 
01754 or call (508) 897-0877. = 









TOURS & TRAVEL 





COZUMEL 


QUALITY COMBINATION 


a Be, 

























Nie 
FIESTA, AMERICANA... 





COZUMEL REEF 





EXPERIENCED DIVER PROGRAM 
New e Intermediate ¢ Advanced e 


St Petersburg Shell Club and Select Fast Boat Diving 


4 night package from $345 
Annual Show Includes three days of 2-tank boat 
The St. Petersburg (Florida) Shell Club diving, tax, and complimentary 


will hold its 51st annual Shell Show beach tanks. 
February 27 to March 1 at the Treasure 7 night package from $585 
Island Community Center. The event will Includes five days of 2-tank boat 
feature exhibits of marine and freshwater diving, tax, and complimentary 
shells from around the world. Prizes of rib- b eeahh t baled 
bons and rosettes will be given away. $e 

For information, call (813) 381-7932 be- * Free unlimited shore tanks 


fore the show begins; or (813) 363-9557 * Free lodging upgrade with daily 
once the show is underway. = Continental breakfast (space available) 


* Free EDP Slap Strap for every diver 


Beneath The Sea’s * Free airport/notel transfers 
* Free dinner at hotel 
Underwater Expo i 





For stays of 4 nights or more after 


my 


Sept.) 

Beneath The Sea’s 22nd annual laudia® 
Undersea Exposition will be held March , 
20 to 22 at the Meadowlands Exposition 
Center in Secaucus, New Jersey. The expo- 
sition will feature more than 300 ex- 
hibitors, 50 seminars, and demonstrations 
and workshops that will entertain both 
divers and nondivers. There will be a film 
festival featuring international explorer, 
Emory Kristof, as the host; he will be 
joined by noted underwater professionals 
Stan Waterman, Jack & Sue Drafahl and 
Bret Gilliam. 

For information, visit the BTS Web site 
at www.cyberus.ca/~bts/, call (914) 664- 
4310, fax (914) 664-4315 or write to BTS, 
495 New Rochelle Road, Bronxville, NY 
10708. = 


f).. Sherry Jolene, April 





Callus TOLL FREE and Save 


800/346-6116 


Phone: 713/973-9300 
Fax: 713/973-8585 


E-mail: info@islandream.com 
http://www.islandream.com 
© SD/AD 1997 
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UNDERWATER SYSTEMS 





Ikelite has manufactured underwater lights, compasses and photographic 
equipment exclusively for the diving industry for over 35 years. 
Our products are made in America and we are dedicated to service like 


nobody in the industry ~ nobooy. 





Ask your local dive shop. 


2 Visit our website at http://www. com 

















PC Series 
PC- Pocket C-Lites 


Two lights that conveniently 
store in your BCD pocket for 
easy access. Both lights feature 
an innovative opening and 
sealing system with a snap-ring 
that permits the complete front 
assembly to be easily removed 
for quick and access to the 
batteries and lamp. 


Mini-C & Maxi-C Fluorescents 


Two lights in one and a true 
multipurpose lighting 
combination. Choose the Mini 
C-Lite or Maxi C-Lite with a 
fluorescent lamp built in. 
Fluorescents are ideal for pre- 
dive & post-dive activities & for 
uniform lighting of close objects 
underwater. Separate switches 
operate the halogen & fluorescent 


aR 


Super C-Lite HR 


lamps. 

TE ST ave ene oe eee nn eae re xr” 
HAUS eee ee: 4 alkaline (-cells 
WANA SE putea. , ieee cereale ne ey 4yQ" 
ITIP BIOS EV ee tases ctimanecon cnc te 5 Walts 
Bumlime oo... 2... § hrs halogen / 15 hrs fluorescent 
il) arene eee Halogen 5.2V & 6” fluorescent 
Depth Rating... 300 ft (90m) 





Min-Clie — 
Mini €-Lite 


The number one choice of 
experienced and novice divers 
for its reliability, small size and 


powerful beam. Ideal for day or 
night use. 






During the day a light wil 


reveal the colorful marine 


life in dark crevices, holes, 







I TS eet veer a te eT Rr 3x” 
HATIENIES raaariaioanunirecnncess 4 alkaline C-cells 
MENS. iota erate ac erancoctiaraniva Ti watts : es | 
DUTT 2 ss actaces recesses mcoauae cer aaccil J-4hours ith Wa t er : e on ditions require _ 
LAN eesicasertsrereaiopeea toatisunoncatieny Halogen 5.0V | as 
Depth ating eee eesssstncnsnsntnsnsnsne 300 ft (90m) 





PCa Lite Halogen 


Extremely bright for its small 
size, the PCa Is ideally suited as 
a compact backup light. 
Powered by six AA batteries, it 
produces an incredibly intense 
beam comparable to the PC Lite. 





nT eee eae ee TTS 2 By4 

HUULBIIBS: seichastascstseecsettatsstnmeuseet 6 alkaline AA cells 

HUG eee te nae nccece 0D pr Concentrated spot 

EDIT Frat MA si eee oy cccecees 300 ft (90m) 

ULI SI aeeerele reece teen renee 72 watts 

; : NUT eee erence! Halogen 7.2V 

Super (-Lite Caries HOTU cseriecrenete eaten cer tnena ee hours 


High intensity alkaline models 
are unsurpassed in power to size 
ratio, ideal for day or night 
exploration. Ultra-bright 
rechargeable model for the 
professional or serious sport 












diver. 
Super C-Lite Hx & He 
OTE eee eet rereeoree 4y9” (10x23em) “Hx” 
3x8” (720m) “He” 
ee ee ee ee 1.5 watts 
Lill omasercenesnrnemmnaeaacecrnid Halogen 7.2V 
HBL DIILAS sce eteesentasersranasernaneanee § alkaline C-cells 
EVIE TTP IT cic pa a eT alate 6 hours 
TEE FU] eae eae eens rem 300 ft (90m) 
Super C-Lite HRechargeable 
Sia ee ie coe can ta 4x9” (10x23em) 
Ty aes ro ee 19 watts 
|| | ane cokes NO ee eee Halogen 6Y 
H(t ter ener 2.5An ni-cad pack 
EUG IUE IG cee ee sree 1 hours 











PE Lite Halogen 


Equally suited as your main or | 
backup light, the PC produces an | 
incredibly bright penetrating | 
spot beam. The PC is intended 
primarily for underwater use 
due to the heat produced by the 
high intensity lamp. 





|, ne nee ene 5x6" 
HOLPTIESG sovauzcanntecmenanuate 4 alkaline C-cells 
Ut erence ar tet Concentrated spot 
CPN cantare atittcmaetene, 300 ft (90m) 
INTIBIISIUY cercect@ttte tec aterm one 15 watts 
|| ene ee re cee res Halogen 5.0V 
HNNTUG ANG isctenetetss curren at eet rear +4 hours 


Snap-Ring Design 
PC-Lites unique snap-ring 
permits the complete 
front assembly to be easily 
removed for quick access 
to batteries and lamp. 
Simply unlock @ and 
slide the snap ring up ® 
and remove the front ®. 
Reverse procedure to 
automatically seal the PC 


with ease and confidence. 








Brightest in their class. 





HCD Series ACD Super-d 


The revolutionary Rear An 8 cell version of the Ultra-intense 14 watt light 
Clamp Design of the RCD revolutionary RCD lite with is the brightest in its class. 
lent ee sei guaranteed easy opening cre etcetera yd” (10x21) 
CPEs Season tee and resealing. Both pistol IMENSY nnn 14 watts 
dependable resealing every and lantern grip handles ee B alkaline B-cells 
time. You will never find are included with each ‘1 eee ee eee 5-6 hours 
the RCD stuck shut. light. AU QINUA NC eee et secre 42 Ibs 
- Depth Rating... nnn 300 feet (80m) 


ACD Halogen 





Features high intensity ” 

halogen lamp producing 

an incredibly bright ACD HRechargabl 
penetrating beam. Ultra-intense rechargable 
SiR tase het teen errs 6" (0xi5en) = Fight with 6 hour charger. 
IMERSHY.nnsnsnnnnninnnnninnnnn LS ee cr ee 4x6” (10x15em) 


creer eect neem eee Halogen 5.0V (Ch ne 19 watts 
ROR TIAS, ees sss iene act 4 alkaline O-cells [IND Sse sScearests eG huereeewaansemecn Ralogen 4.7V 


Burn Time Saat ion SG NOUS §—— att OTB8 .cceoncomcmemmesmmmmesse 5.V 4.5 Ah ni-cad 
DDOAiC II cr ceeaueteerarassianievnetn tect M0 fe0t (90M) AU TM oooocccccecececeeccecccec 12 hours 


CAT UEIU (eee re eee 300 feet (90m) 
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Sp0 Series 


Specialty Divers find 
Ikelite's SpD series lights to 
be the ones of choice. The 
SpD rechargeable 12-volt 
ni-cad battery pack is 
contoured to fit a diver’s 
tank or waist. It toggles in 
place in seconds and 
accepts one or two light 
heads. Battery pack 
approaches neutral 
buoyancy. 

Both Aluminum SpD lite 
heads sport a handsome 
black anodized finish, 
rotating on/off switch, and 





4.5' cable with protective 

covering. : rubber, rotate the reflector Compasses 

The compact SpD-11 lite to change from a broad Follow the Leader! \kelite top and side reading low 

head features an incredibly flood beam to a introduced the rotating profile design with choice 

intense 35-watt GE lamp Concenmatcer pouveam: bezel compass design for —_of wrist or hose mount. 

and reflector combination. This same battery pack divers in 1963. Our Pro Our Modular Compass 

The larger SpD-AA lite operates both the SpD lite esriee renialige System offers 

head mates a 50-watt lamp heads and the Ikelite Pro unsurpassed. Ikelite interchangeable top and 

with a custom designed Video Lite I! head for compasses are precision side reading modules that 

adjustable focus reflector. unmatched versatility. jeweled instruments that can be mounted in a wrist 

Shrouded in protective respond instantly and holder or into many 
smoothly. The Pro is a top Oceanic, US Divers and 


reading, low profile design Dacor consoles. 
with choice of wrist or 
hose mount. The Pro/S is a 








Never before has 35mm 
underwater photography 
been so simple, so 
inexpensive and so much 
fun. Start with a 35mm 
single-use Aquasnap, 
Kodak or Fuji camera, 
place it in an Aquashot 3 
housing, aim, depress the 
shutter button, and the 
focus-free 35mm camera 
takes the picture. The 
results are sharp, colorful 
photos rivaling those taken 
by expensive underwater 
camera systems. The ultra- 
compact, lightweight 
Aquashot features an 
optical-grade glass lens, 
built-in hand grip, lanyard, 
accessory shoe, and 
sportsfinder for easy 
subject framing. Operates 
to 125 feet (38m). 


Mike Drake 


Gek Lee Stevens 


The Aquashot 3 has a new 
wind control for better film 
advancement. It also fits 
most all single-use-cameras| 
from the earliest versions to 
the latest versions. 








Aquashot 
Accessories 


— A lens 
which focuses the camera 
as Close as 2 feet 
underwater for sharper, 
more colorful photographs. 





lkelifé 






— Macro lens 


focuses the camera at 8” 
for sharp, colorful, close- 
ups of small marine 
creatures. A removable 
wire framer shows the area 


being photographed. 


— Durable nylon 


bag with shoulder strap and 


protective foam interior. 


) — Enhance your 


— No need to 


worry where to buy 


cameras for the Aquashot 3 
Housing. Ikelite offers a 
disposable camera for use 
above water or in the 
housing. The AquaSnap 
camera features built-in 
flash and 27-exposure film. 


Aquashot photos with the 
Substrobe AQ/S mounted 
away from the camera lens 
to help eliminate 
backscatter. Four AA 
batteries gives 500 flashes. 
(Flash version camera 
required). 














A Housing Isn't 

saicomis something with 
“controls" that an 
amphibious or underwater 
camera doesn't have. An 
amphibious camera does 
not use magic to operate 
its functions, it uses shafts 
with seals that you can not 


wipe 





Ikelite 
houses your favorite 
camera — 





service or see if they are 
passing a drop of water. A 
clear housing may actually 
have fewer places to leak 
because it does not have all 
of the intricate window and 
lense seals. 

A housing does not need to 
be big or heavy, and the 


MOR cami a omg) ssi 


OUSIN 


buoyancy it provides can 
offset the weight of the 
camera underwater where 
an amphibious camera 
with accessories can be 
very heavy. 

Changing film between 
dives requires care that an 





Many SLR-AF Cases now 
feature a contoured back 
with flush mounted 
window for improved thru- 
the-lens viewing, 
aluminum handles, new 
mounting tray and 
improved controls for 
easier reach and operation. 





S 


elusive drop of water will 
not get inside the camera 
mechanics. A housing 
yields a dry camera without 
any trapped moisture to 
affect the camera when 
changing film. And there is 
nothing complicated about 
closing and resealing a 





A simple glance through 
the clear housings assures 
the system is safe and 
allows a clear view of 
camera's LCD information 
panel and controls. 
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housing. 

Ikelite has made 
underwater camera 
housings for over thirty 
years — housings that offer 
superb capabilities and 
usually outlast the camera. 
Ask your Dive Shop. 


Choose the housing that 
affords full underwater use 
of the 35mm SLR-AF 
camera’s versatile features 
and supports a full line of 
underwater photographic 
accessories. Choose a 
favorite camera — Nikon, 
Canon, Minolta or Pentax. 
A simple glance through 
any part of the clear 
housing assures the system 
is safe and allows a clear 
view of all the camera 
information and controls. 
Interchangeable port 
systems accept a full range 
of lenses from macro to 
ultra-wide angle. The light- 
weight housings are 
definitely a plus when 
transporting and are near- 
neutral buoyancy with the 
camera and tray. Injection 
molded from a high- 
strength polycarbonate, 
Ikelite SLR cases provide a 
safe working depth of 200 
feet (60m). 

















The TTL Substrobe 50 is 
the most powerful and 
fastest recycling strobe in 
its price range. Its small 
size makes it ideal for 
macro photography, and its 


power makes it ideal for 
use with lenses as wide as 


28mm. The Substrobe 50 
gives 200 flashes on 4 AA 


batteries and recycles in 
3.2 seconds. 








Ikelite's Remote TTL 


Slave eliminates the need 
for a dual cord. Full TTL 
functions are provided 
via slave sensors so the 
slaved strobe has the 
freedom to be hand-held 
and maneuvered without 
the inconveniences of a 
long connecting cord. 


The TTL Substrobe 100a is 
a powerful medium sized 
strobe with an adjustable 
angle of coverage. The 
strobes’ coverage and 


output can be optimized to 


work with a full range of 
lenses without a diffuser. 
Dial in a narrow beam for 


more power for macro, dial 


out to cover wide angle 
lenses up to 15mm (94°) 
with just the right power 
for great balanced lighting. 
Add a built-in modeling 
light, soft-lite reflector, 
optional rechargeable 
batteries, multi-power 
settings and 4 second 
recycle times and it is no 
wonder these strobes are a 
favorite of serious 
underwater photographers. 


The Substrobe 200 is a high 


performance professional 

strobe with reliability and 
features that revolutionize 
underwater photography. 

State-of-the-art electronics 
provide a blazing 200 wat 
sec. of power recycling in 
an incredible 1.6 seconds. 


Mount the SS 200 on either 


side of the camera and the 
control panel and ready 


light are always visible. The 


SS 200 features visual and 
audible ready signals, 
confirms TTL operation, 
covers 100°, eliminating 
the need for a diffuser, 
special soft-lite reflector 
producing softer, warmer 
more natural colors, built- 
in aiming light powerful 
enough for night diving 
light, industrial grade ni- 
cad rechargeable battery 
pack, strobe electronics 
sealed from battery 
compartment. No more 


Recognized as the most 
powerful underwater 
strobe the Substrobe 400 
produces an 
unprecedented 400 watt- 
sec. beam covering 110°. 


With this power, ultra-wide 


coverage, built-in 
modeling light, multi- 
power settings, soft-lite 
reflector, rechargeable 
batteries, and less than 4 
second recycle times, it is 
no wonder these 
workhorses are a favorite 
of professional underwater 


photographers world-wide. 

















guessing about when to 
recharge; the SS 200 
features an LED film gauge 
which shows how many 
rolls of film can be 
exposed with the 
remaining battery power. 


With its reliability, features 
and price, the Substrobe 
200 is quickly becoming #1 







Ee Se ces ee Pee a 


is the value leader in wide 


angle strobes 


Ikelite Substrobes are 
designed and built in the 
U.S.A. and are covered by 
a 2 year warranty against 
electronic failure or 
leakage due to 


manufacturing. 


Features latest technology 
for better charge, keeps 
batteries cool for longer 
life, 100-240 volt. 
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Optical Viewfinder 


A fast accurate 
framing device 
which has 
interchangeable 
framer masks for 
15mm, 20mm, 
28mm, and 35mm 
lenses. A parallax 
correction dial is 
built in. 





N5 Tray & Handle 


Exclusively for Nikonos V. 
The compact design of the 
N5 Tray and Handle makes 
it an integral part of the 
camera. Velcro strap holds 
the Nikonos in your palm; 
relax your hand without 
losing the camera. Two 
strobe mounts for Ikelite 
arms are located 

































Aotating Tray for Nikonos V 





Push the button to rotate Ikelite strobe arm on either underneath to reduce the Extension lubes 

he Nikonos V camera from — end, and each end is width; tripod mount also = eerajehead , 
vertical to horizontal machined to accept featured. Rapid Advance Foleo iene couse! 
ormat without changing dovetail mounts of TLC or lever imeluded: proof, made for the 

strobe positioning. Ultralite systems. Nikonos 35mm lens, with 
he machined aluminum Design allows use of Ikelite ac reproduction ratios 

base plate provides Optical Viewfinder while Rapid Film Advance available for life size 1:1, 

attachment points for any camera removal for film A fast, easy film Sneha ie eize 12 end 

Tage termes! elplerad advancement for one-third life size 1:3. 
ikonos V. 





Ball Socket Mounting System 


A larger ball diameter and —- Multiple sections and 
thicker lock plates provide various tubing lengths are 
vastly greater holding easily added at any time. 
power than similar 
systems. Add a comfortable 
handle with the ability to 
remove the arm at the push 
of a button and you have 
the new Ikelite Ball Socket 
Mounting System—the 
most versatile in the 
industry. 





The carefully machined 
ball ends are mounted on 
hollow aluminum tubing. 
This is more cost effective 
and is not as 
environmentally offensive 
as designs that machine the 
ball and arm from a single 
piece of solid aluminum. 


4085.14 





The clamp design is less The single piece designs 

likely to pinch fingers, also place a practical limit 

does not fall off the ball on the ball diameter 

end when loosened too far, | because of the complicated 0) oe 
and features a large and costly machining and 

diameter wing nut to drilling of holes to reduce 


assure easy tightening. weight. 4082 
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Video Housings 


Ikelite offers more 
underwater video housings 
than anyone in the world. 
A simple glance through 
any part of the clear 
housing assures the system 
is safe, and allows a clear 
view of all the camera 
information and controls. 
For added durability our 
clear housings are encased 
in aluminum shrouds. 
Ikelite mechanical controls 
offer several advantages, 
the leading one being 
dependability. Quite often 
multiple camera functions 
can be accessed by one 
mechanical control, giving 
the user a wider range of 
creative possibilities. Add 
to this, ease of use, wide 
angle lenses, Ikelite 
designed dome port, 
video-eye magnifier, 
UR/Pro color filter, and 
quick release base and the 
reason is clear why Ikelite 
is the number one choice : we 
in underwater video . - ee | i 
Fratsines Video Lighting «> fi 
Designed exclusively for Ikelite 
video cases, the Pro Video-Lite 
Il offers an ultra-compact lite 
head with separate battery 
pack. The lite head 
incorporates 100 watt or 50 
watt primary light with a 20 
watt modeling light which is 
ideal for night diving. The Pro 
Video-Lite II has an 
unsurpassed 100° primary light 
coverage, free of hot-spots. The 
lite head and modeling light 
are finger-tip controlled from 
an in-line switch mounted on 
the handle. 


Digital Video Housings 
Sony & JVC 


Underwater 
Systems 
50 W 33rd St. 
Indianapolis, 
IN 46208 
317.923.4523 


A separate 12 volt 
rechargeable ni-cad battery 
pack snaps underneath the 
Ikelite video case for excellent 
weight distribution. The Pro 
Video Lite II’s quick-release 
system mounts to a housing in 
seconds without tools. The 100 
watt lamp burns for 35 minutes 
per charge and the 50 watt for 
70 minutes. Dual battery packs 
can be stacked for extended 
burn times. Feature for feature, 
there is nothing like a Pro 
Video-Lite Il. 


Web site 





For additional information 
contact your local dive shop or 
send $2 to Ikelite for a catalog. 
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ifferent Experiences 


BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


SET IN A SAPPHIRE SEA, THESE ISLANDS 
AND RESORTS OFFER GREAT DIVING, 
MARVELOUS TOPSIDE ADVENTURES AND 
THERAPY FOR BODY AND SOUL 


he Caribbean Sea is sprinkled 
with thousands of islands and 
thousands of wonderful dive 
sites. On the following pages 
you ll find seven different resorts/ 
islands, each unique and special. 
We have christened them the Seven 
Jewels of the Caribbean; they offer 
an incredible variety of topside ad- 
ventures, undersea excitement and 
body pampering amenities. 
The first jewel is Anse Chastanet, 
on St. Lucia. The waters of this ver- 


...the Seven Jewels...offer an 
incredible variety of topside 
adventures, undersea excitement 
and body pampering amenities. 


dant, mountainous island are 
known for their collection of un- 
usual and bizarre creatures, not 
commonly found elsewhere. 


The second jewel is Blue Water 
Divers and the Salt Raker Inn, on 
Grand Turk in the Turks & Caicos 
Islands. The clear blue waters, 
squeaky clean white sand beaches 
and sunny, smog free skies shown 
in the photos are enough to make 
an editor (stuck inside, editing) 
throw away her pencil and flee—to 
the T & C Islands, of course. 

The Water Island of Dominica is 
our third jewel. Also called the 
Adventure Island, it offers as much 
for the eco-traveler/diver above 
water as under. Dive, hike a vol- 
cano, soak in a hot spring or swim 
in a pool beneath a waterfall—the 
choice is yours. 

Our fourth jewel is Scuba Club 
Cozumel on Cozumel, most defi- 
nitely a divers’ island. Almost ev- 
eryone who comes here does so 
with the expectation of drifting 
through sapphire waters while 
viewing magnificent underwater 
scenery. Afterward there’s great 
food and a festive South of the 
Border atmosphere . 


Our fifth jewel is Grenada and 
LaSource Resort. If ever there was a 
place designed for the world weary, 
this is it. A refuge from stress, 
LaSource offers succor for body 
and soul. Of course you can dive, 
but you can also try a variety of oth- 
er sports—on land and water—as 
well as experience body refreshing 
Oasis treatments. 

Next to last but not least is 
Tobago, our sixth jewel, known for 
its drift dives and, at certain times 
of the year, encounters with Giant 
Manta Rays. This is the only place 
we know of that offers a drift diving 
certificate program. 

The last of our Seven Jewels of 
the Caribbean is the Dominican 
Republic. This is a new territory for 
us, no one can remember the last 
time we did an article on this area. I 
think you'll be surprised at just how 
good the diving is and how much 
this country has to offer. 

So many islands, so much to do 
and see, so little time. Life is short, 
enjoy the diving! = 
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Jewels Caribbean 


Above: A bright red frogfish 
braces itself on the reef with 
hand-like pectoral fins. Frogfish 
are able to match their back- 
grounds perfectly but this can 
take anywhere from hours to 
days. Below: An impressive 
view of the twin volcanic Pitons 
from a hillside room. 








ST. LUCIA’S EXCLUSIVE HIDEAWAY 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN FRINK 


ocation, location, 

location. This oft- 

quoted real estate 

cliche can be used 
to describe the funda- 
mental attraction Anse 
Chastanet resort has for 
traveling divers. It is in 
the heart of St. Lucia’s 
very best diving. 

I discovered this in the early 1980s, not 
by staying at Anse Chastanet, but by stay- 
ing at another resort. Each day we would 
load the dive boat and travel nearly two 
hours to sites along Soufriere Bay and the 
base of the Pitons. Often our boat would 
cruise by a gorgeous beach resort. I could 
see lovely rooms nestled among the trees 
on a verdant hillside and instantly covet- 
ed the convenience of a dive shop just 
steps from the water. I could see easy 
beach dives being made in front of the re- 
sort and wondered why I was not there. 

Then one day we dived Anse Chastanet 
Reef. This site alone convinced me that 
when I next visited St. Lucia, I would be 
staying at Anse Chastanet. Just 10 yards 
beyond the water’s edge, the reef’s re- 
markable ecosystem offered an amazing 
profusion of unusual tropical marine life, 
all in 20 to 140 feet of calm, clear water. In 
the shallows there 
were Atlantic Oval 
Squid; near the sur- 
face, myriad Silver- 
sides. On closer in- 
spection, the true 
magic of the reef 
plateau was revealed. 
Graceful Spotted 
Drums executed 
their delicate pirou- 
ettes beside Brain 
Corals, Spotted 
Morays leered from 
crevices, angelfish 
and parrotfish 
grazed amid the 
coral canyons and 
frogfish and seahors- 





es could be found amid the sponges and 
seafans. This was a fish and macro pho- 
tographer’s paradise. Despite the allure of 
the reef slope,with its impressive sponges 
and sheet corals, the marine life was so 
fascinating I never dropped below 30 feet. 

True to my promise, I did go back to 
Anse Chastanet. In fact, I have visited sev- 
eral times since, most recently last 
September. The following are some of my 
impressions from that trip: 

TRAVEL CONSIDERATIONS: Travel to St. 
Lucia is much easier now that the San Juan 
airport has become such an efficient hub 
to the Caribbean. I flew from Miami to 
San Juan aboard an American Airlines 757 
(two anda half hours) and then connected 
via a 727 for the last one anda half hour leg 
to Hewanorra Airport. The flights were 
easy and hassle free. Once on the ground a 
representative of Anse Chastanet assisted 
with baggage and drove the scenic 1 hour 
10 minute trip to the resort. I left Miami at 
8:30 am and, by 4:00 pm, I was checked in- 
to my room at Anse Chastanet. 

ANSE CHASTANET: On St. Lucia’s un- 
spoiled southwestern shore, Anse Chas- 
tanet is nestled within a verdant 500 acre 
estate comprised of both lush mountain- 
side and pristine natural beach. Just a 
mile anda half from the picturesque 
town of Soufriere, with views encompass- 
ing both the blue Caribbean and the im- 
pressive twin Pitons, Anse Chastanet of- 
fers 49 unique rooms—37 scattered 
along the hillside, 12 along the beach. 
Amenities include two restaurants and 
bars, a tennis court, two boutiques and an 
in-house dive facility, Scuba St. Lucia. 

On past visits to Anse Chastanet I’ve 
stayed in the hillside rooms. The views are 
nothing short of spectacular, with hills 
shrouded in greenery and an horizon 
dominated by the Pitons. No two rooms 
are exactly alike, yet each reflects the taste 
and talent of the owner, architect Nick 
Troubetzkoy. The original rooms are spa- 
cious octagonal whitewashed cottages 
and, farther up the hill, are deluxe suites 
characterized by immense space and wide 








A lush growth of gorgonians 


clings to the flat surfaces of 
Lesleen M’s wheelhouse. 


open vistas. These are incredible accom- 
modations yet, on this trip, I stayed down 
on the beach and found, for my needs, this 
was actually preferable. 

There are 135 steps separating the beach 
from the hillside dining room and, of 
course, the rooms are farther up the hill 
beyond that. For most, this is not too sig- 
nificant. But for me, I always seem to be 
carrying a couple of cameras or going 
back to my room for a charged battery. 
The proximity between the beach rooms 
and the dive shop was a compelling con- 
venience. And, since the beachside units 
are also very spacious and elegant, with 
open roof dormers, tile floors and a sepa- 
rate sitting room overlooking a gorgeous 
garden view, amenity deprivation was 
certainly never a consideration. 

SCUBA ST. Lucia: At the south end of 
the beach is Anse Chastanet’s unique SSI 
Platinum Pro/PADI Scuba Diving Fa- 
cility. Perfectly efficient for both beach 
and boat dives, Scuba St. Lucia offers 
guest gear storage; a small scuba bou- 
tique; three compressors; rental dive gear; 
and an underwater photo center offering 
camera rentals, instruction, custom 
videos and E-6 slide film processing. 

Under the direction of Michael and 
Karyn Allard, Scuba St. Lucia became the 
first SSI Platinum facility in the Carib- 
bean. This means they can certify from 
novice through instructor, plus offer nu- 
merous specialty courses. The reef just 
offshore is perfect for scuba instruction— 
calm, clear and loaded with fascinating 
things to observe. It’s no wonder more 


than 500 people have logged their first re- 
sort course dives here. 

Whenever I visit Anse Chastanet I 
spend an inordinate amount of time div- 
ing the Anse Chastanet Reef, Turtle Reef 
and even the sand flat in front of the resort. 
They are very productive from a photo- 
grapher’s point of view, primarily because 
the unusual critters are commonplace. 
Peacock Flounders, lizardfish, seahorses, 
frogfish, Flying Gurnards, Peppermint 
Stick Lobsters, Snake Eels, Chain Morays, 
Viper Morays, Banded Morays, Conger 
Eels, squid, octopus and even Electric Rays 
could reasonably be photographed here 
during the course of a day and a night dive. 

As good as their beach diving may be, 
excellent boat dives are found nearby as 
well. With a dive fleet that includes a pair 
of 43 foot V-hulled vessels and a single 34 
foot dive boat, all equipped with twin out- 
boards, the entire St. Lucia Marine Park is 
easily accessible. The farthest dives are 
probably the shipwrecks, the Lesleen M 
and the Daini-Koyo Maru, just 30 min- 
utes away by boat. The Lesleen M was a 
165 foot freighter sunk in October of 1986 
in just 65 feet of water. She sits perfectly 
upright and has acquired an incredible 
cloak of sponges and gorgonians. Schools 
of Blackbar Soldierfish now reside within 
the superstructure. The 250 foot dredge 
Daini- Koyo Maru was intentionally sunk 
as a dive attraction in September of 1996 
in 105 feet of water, landing on her star- 
board side. Sponges and fish have quickly 
settled onto this artificial reef, confirma- 
tion of St. Lucia’s rich marine ecosystem. 





Reef dives typically slope rather precipi- 
tously from about 30 feet and offer rich 
coral cover all the way down to 130 feet 
and beyond. Some sites, such as Super- 
man’s Flight at the base of Petit Piton 
Mountain, are quite vertical. Azure Vase 
and Yellow Tube Sponges are common 
and colorful crinoids seem to abound. 
Most of the fish are smaller species such as 
chromis, soldierfish, squirrelfish, drums, 
angelfish and wrasse, although sometimes 
schools of jacks can be sighted as well. 
Turtles are fairly common, but large reef 
dwellers and pelagics are not. The small 
creatures, macro life and coral cover are 
exquisite, however. Visibility ranges from 
80 to 100 feet under optimal conditions 
but can drop to 20 feet or less with signifi- 
cant freshwater runoff from a driving rain. 

If you are looking for an unusual dive 
destination with a strong component of 
romance, creature comforts, adventure 
and dive professionalism, Anse Chastanet 
should definitely be on your wish list. By 
the way, while you are there, make time to 
visit the terrestrial delights of this island, 
including nearby wonders such as the 
Sulphur Springs, Diamond Waterfall and 
mineral baths, the rain forest and, of 
course, a closer view of the twin volcanic 
spires known as the Pitons. 

For further information or reservations 
regarding Anse Chastanet, call (888) GO- 
LUCIA or (954) 202-6245. To contact the 
resort direct, phone (758) 459-7000, fax 
(758) 459-7700 or e-mail ansechas 
tanet@candw. The Web site can be found 
at www.ansechastanet.com. 
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Jewels Caribbean 


TRAVEL 


The principal route to Grand Turk in 
the past has been on American Airlines 
from Miami to Providenciales and then 
by inter-island airline to Grand Turk. 
Another possibility has been added with 
the advent of direct flights from Ft. 
Lauderdale to Grand Turk on Lynx Air 
International. Lynx Air operates a 19 
passenger twin turboprop, with three 
weekly flights to Grand Turk. 

U.S. citizens may enter with either a 
passport or accertified birth certificate 
and photo ID. U.S. dollars have been 
conveniently adopted as the official cur- 
rency of the Turks & Caicos. The elec- 
tricity is also the same as in the U.S. 


Above: The Salt Raker Inn 
was once the house of a 
Bermudan shipwright. The inn 
has been lovingly restored and 
overlooks a soft white sand 
beach and the peaceful blue 
waters of Columbus Passage. 
All rooms have air-condition- 
ing and satellite television. 
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Fun on 
rand Turk 





WITH BLUE WATER DIVERS 
AND THESALT RAKER INN 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 





y now Mitch Rolling, the owner of 
Blue Water Divers, must have 
friends all over the world. He’s the 
kind of person who hits it off im- 
mediately with just about everyone, and 
he has taken a lot of people diving in 
Grand Turk since he started the opera- 
tion in 1983. You feel as if you’re on the 
water with a life-long diving buddy when 
you re out with Mitch, so people general- 
ly have a lot of fun with Blue Water 
Divers. Of course, the great visibility, the 
long, spectacular coral covered wall, 
abundant fish life and gorgeous white 
sand beaches of Grand Turk may have 
something to do with it, too. 

BLUE WATER DIVERs: Flexibility is the 
watchword at Blue Water Divers. A 
choice of one or two tank trips is offered 
in the morning and another single tank 
dive is available in the afternoon. Night 
dives are added anytime four or more 
guests want to go. Sites are selected bya 
consensus of the divers, with suggestions 
by Mitch or divemaster Carl Bean. Two 
boats are used, so groups can be kept 
small and sent to different locations. 
Naturally, a full line of rental equipment 
is available, as well as dive instruction 
from resort courses through divemaster. 
Blue Water Divers also has a boutique 
with snorkel gear and a selection of T- 








shirts featuring very nice artwork. 

GRAND TuRK DIVING: It is hard to 
imagine a more relaxed and inviting way 
to dive. Mitch picks you up directly from 
the beach, and you zip across the calm 
water to the wall, hardly more thana 
stone’s throw away. The water tempera- 
ture is around 84°F in the summer, which 
is perfect for bathing suits or Lycra skins, 
and 77°F in the winter, which requires a 
shorty or 3mm wetsuit for comfort. 

The coral reef is about 35 feet deep 
along the top of the wall, with coral 
ridges and sand flats sloping gently into 
shallower water in one direction and 
only deep, deep blue in the other. The 
wall itself is alive with Star, Brain and 
Black Corals, Elephant Ear Sponges and 
hundreds of other creatures. Under- 
water visibility is usually 100 feet or bet- 
ter and Grand Turk has days that are 
stunningly clear. 

Each of the individual dive sites has 
features that set it apart from the others. 
Black Forest, for instance, has four dif- 
ferent species of delicate Black Coral for- 
mations. The Deep Water Seafans start in 
only 35 feet of water and get thicker at 
Gorgonian Wall. During the summer 
months, Manta Rays are frequently seen 
cruising along the wall. An undercut 
ledge at the Library harbors a swirling 





ball of Glass Minnows and a small pack of 
curious Nassau Groupers. From deep on 
the wall to the shallow sections of the reef, 
there is much to explore at every site and 
Blue Water Divers does them all. 

When the trade winds cooperate, Blue 
Water Divers also takes small groups of 
more adventurous divers to Salt Cay and 
South Caicos. The Salt Cay dives include 
the historic and fascinating wreck of the 
Endemion. Snorkeling and a beach picnic 
are also part of the fun on the Salt Cay day 
trip. The prime feature of South Caicos is 
the wall, which is deeper than that of 
Grand Turk, starting about 60 or 70 feet. 
The chances of seeing large animals such 
as Manta Rays and sharks are excellent. 

SALT RAKER INN: Jenny Smith’s Salt 
Raker Inn is one of the most relaxing is- 
land hideaways you can imagine. The cor- 
dially informal atmosphere around the 
Salt Raker makes you feel right at home. It 
was originally a 150 year old Bermudan 
shipwright’s home, restored and expand- 
ed into the present inn. Sitting in one of 
the lounge chairs on the full length sec- 
ond story balcony, you can still enjoy the 
same sweeping vista of the beach and 
clear blue sea that captivated guests more 
than a century ago. Along with the out- 
side structure the rooms have been reno- 
vated and now feature air-conditioning 
and satellite television. A small area for 


Right: Blue Water 
Divers’ new 24 foot 
Privateer, Dancin’ 
Fool, on its way to a 
nearby dive site. Below: 
Mark Melrose follows 
a school of Glass 
Minnows beneath a 
ledge at the Library. 


rinsing, drying and storing dive gear has 
been set up behind the building for the 
convenience of divers. 

The Secret Garden Restaurant is in the 
grounds behind the Salt Raker Inn. 
Surrounded by lush tropical foliage, its 
name is appropriate. Breakfast, lunch 
and dinner are served here and the food 
and ambiance are good enough to make 
the Secret Garden a social center on 
Grand Turk. Once a week Mitch changes 
from dive operator to troubadour and 
brings a fine voice and guitar to the 


PaNI 
Grand Turk 


Secret Garden for an evening of musical 
entertainment. 

For more information or reservations, 
Blue Water Divers can be reached by e- 
mail at mrolling@caribsurf.com and by 
telephone or fax at (809) 946-2432. The 
address is P.O. Box 124, Grand Turk, 
Turks & Caicos Islands, British West 
Indies. The Salt Raker Inn can be reached 
by telephone at (809) 946-2260 or fax at 
(809) 946-2817. The address is P.O. Box 
1, Grand Turk, Turks & Caicos Islands, 
British West Indies. 
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A diver delights 
in the intense 
competition 
for real estate 
on the reef at 
this crowded 
invertebrate 


extravaganza. 





QUEEN OF CARIBBEAN ECO-ADVEN TURE 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY MICHAEL LAWRENCE 


t’s around 2:30, maybe 3:00 pm. I’m 
wrapped in a gauzy green haze—a spi- 
der-web of light and shadow shaped 
and formed by the sun filtering 
through the high canopy of Dominica’s 
rain forest. A short 45 minute hike 
through the hills has brought me here, 
mere feet from the base of a magnificent 
waterfall. Middleham Falls towers a full 
250 feet over me, a thin, strong stream of 
water flowing over the edge of the cliff, 
slowly etching a signature into the cliff’s 
lip as it plummets to the first pool. 
A thought comes to me. Just this morn- 
ing, not even four hours ago, I was 70 feet 


below the surface of Dominica’s waters 
watching an entirely different sort of wa- 
terfall—a flow of Blackbar Soldierfish 
streaming down the junction of two plates 
of stone, a descending valley born ofa vio- 
lent volcanic upheaval. The huge school of 
fish created an underwater, biological wa- 
terfall that slowly dropped to a quiet pool 
of fish clustered in a shallow cavern. 

This is the heart of the Dominica expe- 
rience—an island where the adventure- 
some can experience some of the very best 
diving the southeast Caribbean has to of- 
fer, easily combining it with the purest 
oceanic rain forest experience available in 
this hemisphere. Dominica offers it all and 
delivers to those willing to go the distance. 
This is the pinnacle, the undisputed queen 
of eco-adventure in the Caribbean. The is- 
land of Dominica gives you experiences 
equal to the energy you give her. 

I’ve traveled for the past decade anda 
half exploring and writing about the lost, 
the forgotten and the unknown corners of 
the Caribbean. In all these travels, I have 
never found an adventure island the equal 
of Dominica. For me, she stands at the 
very head of the class. This is the destina- 
tion for the active diver, one who would 
prefer to spend the afternoon traipsing 
through the woods rather than lying by the 
swimming pool. There are towering wa- 
terfalls and calm pools, boiling lakes and 
cool streams, high hills, low valleys and ev- 
erything in between. Land excursions 
range from an easy, ten minute stroll toa 
demanding, six hour hike (one way!). 

Truly extraordinary diving is found very 
close at hand, sometimes immediately off- 
shore but never more than a 30 minute 
ride away. Tunnels dripping with encrust- 
ing life and clogged with schools of fish 
lead to walls and pinnacles juxtaposed with 
rich shallow reefs. Seahorses, pipefish, 
frogfish and snake eels are some of the 
more common names on the guest list. 

The primary architect of the Dominica 
experience is Derek Perryman, the first 
person to bring an organized, world stan- 
dard dive operation to the island. He and 
his wife Ginette own and operate both 
Dive Dominica, the premier dive opera- 








tion on the island, and Castle Comfort 
Dive Lodge, a 15 room bed and breakfast 
style hotel founded more than 30 years ago 
by Derek’s mother, Dorothy Perryman. 
More than ten years ago, Derek’s launch 
into the world of hosting the traveling div- 
er altered the basic direction of the lodge 
but didn’t disturb the primary principle of 
its home-spun hospitality. Though Ma 
Perryman passed away several years ago, 
the rooming house is run along the same 
lines and is given the same caring attention 
she always devoted to it. Castle Comfort 
lives up to its name. It is a family-run, dive- 
oriented, seaside lodge treating each and 
every person as if he/she was a guest in the 
family home. 

In addition to a mouth-watering menu 
of dive sites, Dive Dominica also offers a 
complete list of land excursions utilizing 
the dependable and knowledgeable ser- 
vices of local guides who have been wan- 
dering these hills for years. 

Check these potential combinations. 
You leave Castle Comfort’s dock promptly 
at 9:00 am. Within 30 minutes you are 40 
feet underwater, cruising through Scott’s 
Head Arch, a lava tunnel gliding down 
from Cashacrou, Scott’s Head, off the 
southern tip of the island. You slide over a 
floor carpeted with white Telestacean 
corals while gliding under a roof of Yellow 
Cup Corals and encrusting sponges. The 
schooling Blackbar Soldierfish and French 
Grunts part easily, allowing both passage 
and co-existence. Just outside the cavern is 
a flowing mass of coral that leads to the 
crowning edge of the caldera. 

Your second dive? How about Cham- 
pagne, a submerged volcanic gas vent—a 


fumarole. Is that all? No! Check the shallow: 


reef surrounding it for frogfish, seahorses, 
Flying Gurnards and a whole lot more. 

At 1:00 pm, you are back at the dock. 
Take a break and grab some lunch (fresh 
fruit and veggies, local fish, sweet desserts) 
lovingly created by Castle Comfort cooks. 
After that, join Ken (of Ken’s Hinterland 
Tours) or one of his colleagues in the mini- 
van to launch your afternoon excursion. 
Middleham Falls is a half hour drive and a 
one hour hike. Sari-Sari Falls is about the 
same but down the valley instead of over 
the hills. Do you prefer a shorter excur- 
sion? Try Emerald Falls, amazingly gor- 
geous and just five minutes from the car. 
Are you slightly more adventuresome? 
Trafalgar Falls (you get two falls for the 
price of one) sits just 15 minutes off the 
road but still gives you extraordinary 
scenery and a maze of paths cutting be- 
tween the twin falls named the Father (the 
taller) and the Mother (slightly shorter). 

If you haven't guessed already, let me tell 
you, Dominica's diving is first rate. For 
those who do not know, here’s the quick 
synopsis. Dominica’s U/W terrain was cre- 
ated in two ways. Near the south end of the 










island, it was formed by the action of vol- 
canic forces. At the extreme southern, a 
volcanic crater creates vertical walls that 
drop from lava pinnacles reaching to with- 
in five feet of the surface. Shallow, in-water 
areas have grown ina more traditional 
manner. Coral reefs coat the hard sub- 
strate and offer a rich variety of both inver- 
tebrate and vertebrate life. The tips of the 
islands offer true adventure—fast cur- 
rents, big fish, edge diving. 

Did I mention the whales? Dominica is 
well noted for Sperm Whales (one of the 
most stable populations in the Caribbean). 
Bottlenose, Spotted and Spinner Dolphins, 
False Orcas and at least a dozen other 
species are found on a regular basis. Can 
you get in the water with them? Un- 
fortunately, you may not. Dominican law 
protects whales and dolphins from human 
incursion and any actions that may be in- 
terpreted as harassment. Dive Dominica 
does offer excellent, surface oriented whale 
watching excursions with hydrophones 
(underwater audio listening apparatus) al- 
lowing at least an auditory experience. 

Land excursions? The sky’s the limit. 
I’ve visited Dominica one-half dozen times 
and have barely scratched the surface. The 
Boiling Lake (one of the largest volcanic 


Top: Dive Dominica’s three speedy dive 
boats. Above: The Spotted Snake Eel 
(Ophichthus ophis) is found in the sand 
flats, most commonly in shallow water. Left. 
Castle Comfort Dive Lodge. 


pools in the world) remains unseen by my 
eyes, even though it is but a three hour 
hike. Morne Diablotin, the stronghold of 
the Dominican parrot (an endemic 
species) is six hours up a strenuous path. 
Not up to these trips? Try taking a slow 
boat down the Indian River or an easy 


~ stroll into Fort Shirley in Portsmouth on 


the north end of the island. Feeling partic- 
ularly lazy? Just slide into one of Domi- 
nica’s natural spas, volcanically fired hot 
pools strewn about the island. 

I thoroughly enjoy Dominica and find 
the best way to appreciate and explore the 
island is through the facilities of Dive 
Dominica and Castle Comfort Dive Lodge. 
Castle Comfort is the kind of lodge you ex- 
pect to find in the heartland of America. 
Dive Dominica is a world-class operation 
with superb vessels, friendly and profes- 
sional staff, organized snorkeling to satisfy 
the nondiving traveler and a menu of dive 
sites that will leave you wishing you had 
booked two weeks instead of one. 

For further information and/or book- 
ings, call (888) 262-6611. The on-island 
number is (809) 448-2188; fax (809) 448- 
6088. The e-mail address is dive@tod.dm 
and the Web site is www.divedomin 
ica.com. 
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A Coney (Epinephelus 
fulvus), poised ona 
large Leathery Barrel 
Sponge, allows Pam 
Clogston to scrutinize 
its blue speckled back. 
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EVERY THING OLD IS NEW AGAIN 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


ccording to the Greek philosopher 
Heraclitus, “There is nothing perma- 
nent except change.” Of course, some 
change is good and some isn’t. When I 
heard Cozumel’s Galapago Inn had been 
purchased by new owners and was now 
called Scuba Club Cozumel, I was curious 
about what changes might occur at one of 
the best dive resorts in the Caribbean. The 
Galapago Inn was known for its unpreten- 
tious diver-friendly atmosphere, and I 
hoped the new owners didn’t plan any 
changes to the basic formula. I was able to 
go there recently and I’m happy to say the 
new Scuba Club Cozumel is every bit as 
good as the old Galapago Inn. All of the fea- 
tures and services that were so attractive to 
divers have been retained and a few very 
nice improvements have been added. 
Scuba Club Cozumel operates ona 
unique plan called Room, Meals and 
Diving (RMD) that is an excellent deal. For 
one low rate, you get your room, a morning 
two tank boat trip, unlimited shore dives 
right off the property and three meals each 
day. This arrangement should not be con- 
fused with an all-inclusive plan, since it 
does not cover such things as bar bills and 
airport transfers. Standard packages of 
three, five and seven nights are available, 
but arrangements can be made for any 
length of stay. 


Right on the water on the leeward side of 
Cozumel, Scuba Club’s white-washed 
Spanish Colonial style buildings provide 
stunning views and convenient access to 
the waterfront. The rooms are spacious and 
welcoming, with cool tile floors, colorful 
linens and Mexican tile bathrooms. Air- 
conditioning and mini refrigerators are 
standard, along with huge, fluffy bath tow- 
els. Televisions and telephones are not in- 
stalled in the rooms but both are available 
in the lobby area and downstairs restaurant. 
Each room hasa balcony, with table and 
chairs and a built-in drying rack for wet- 
suits. BCs and other gear can be rinsed in 
large tubs and stowed in lockers on both 
sides of the property. 

Both of Scuba Club’s restaurants, the Fat 
Grouper and the Happy Pelican, feature 
water views and excellent food. Breakfast is 
buffetstyle in the Happy Pelican and fresh is 
the rule, from the hot food, such as bacon, 
eggs and French toast, to the chilled fruit 
bar. In addition to a full menu for the mid- 
day meal, a special Diver’s Lunch can be or- 
dered. This features selected Mexican and 
Maya recipes and is quickly available when 
the dive boats return. Dinners in the Fat 
Grouper are relaxed sit-down affairs with a 
choice of several entrées. 

SCUBA COZUMEL: Diving services at the 








zumel, a PADI Five Star International 
Dive Center. All of the services you would 
expect are available, but there are some 
things about Scuba Cozumel that really 
stand out. Like the club itself, the dive 
center is immaculate and well-organized. 
Check out the compressors, the rental 
equipment or the classroom and you will 
find top quality equipment being main- 
tained to an exceptionally high standard. 
The staff, from instructors to boat mates, 
are well trained, friendly and continuous- 
ly attentive to your needs. Instruction is 
offered from introductory to the Instruc- 
tor Development Course, including near- 
ly all of the warm water specialty courses. 
The introductory courses in U/W photog- 
raphy and videography are a great way to 
get started and include all the necessary 
camera and editing equipment. Nitrox is 
now available at Scuba Cozumel, as is the 
PADI Enriched Air Nitrox certification 
course. Twilight dives are another new of- 
fering at Scuba Cozumel. This extra cost 
option provides a unique look at the reef’s 
transition from day to night with a dusk 
dive on Palancar Reef followed by a night 
dive on Tormentos Reef. 

Custom Dive Boats: Scuba Cozumel’s 
seven custom dive boats are all outfitted 
for maximum diver safety and conve- 
nience. The four largest are Dive Cat and 
Reef Cat, 48 foot catamarans, and Reef 
Star and Reef Diver, deep-V monohulls, 
50 feet and 46 feet long respectively. All 
four are powered by dependable twin 
diesels. Standard features on each boat in- 
clude two extra long dive ladders, multi- 
ple entry points, comfortable seating in or 
out of the sun and camera rinse barrels. 

COZUMEL Divine: Most of the diving is 
on the long stretch of reef included within 
the Palancar U/W National Park, which 
parallels the leeward shore of the island. 
Because the current tends to run alter- 
nately north and south, drift diving is the 
rule, even though the current is often 
quite mild. This makes for very relaxed 
diving, without the need to exert yourself 
or concentrate on navigation. 

Visibility is generally outstanding, 
commonly reaching into the 100 to 150 
foot range. Water temperatures in the 
summer peak at around 84°F and dip only 
to the mid 70s in the winter, so a thin 
tropical wetsuit is the most that’s needed. 

Scuba Cozumel covers all the sites from 
one end of the island to the other, so there 
is an interesting variety of dives available, 
in depths ranging from shallow to deep. 
Reef formations include mini-pinnacles, 
caverns, steep slopes and level bottoms. 
The principal reef builders are Star and 
Giant Star Corals, along with Smooth and 
Convoluted Brain Corals. Of course, 
many other hard and soft corals are pre- 
sent, such as large fields of pinkish Finger 
Porites and golden brown searods. Much 


of the visual impact of Palancar Reef is 
provided by the striking orange, purple 
and red of the many large sponges grow- 
ing here. Both reef and pelagic fish species 
are abundant, benefiting from the desig- 
nation of the entire reef area as a National 
Underwater Park. 

In addition to the many dive sites acces- 
sible by boat, the shore diving area directly 
off the club is very popular. Several con- 
crete structures have been added to the 
rocky outcroppings that speckle the sand 
bottom, attracting a large variety of small 
fish and invertebrates. The procedure 
here is simple: just check out as many full 
tanks as you want and slip into the water 
with your buddy. A float line excludes 
other boats from the area and two ladders 
provide easy access. 

FREQUENT GuEST Cus: The Scuba Club 
has always attracted an extraordinarily 
large percentage of repeat guests anda 
new program has been adopted to reward 
their loyalty. After the second stay, guests 
qualify as Frequent Guests, an exclusive 
club that carries unpublished discounts 
on all expenses. Frequent Guests are is- 
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Above: A wing of the 
Scuba Club Cozumel 
overlooks a beautifully 
landscaped courtyard 
that leads to the dive 


dock. Left: 
Personalized service is 


guaranteed by the 
friendly dive staff. 
Below: Scuba 
Cozumel’s fleet of 
seven dive boats speeds 
guests to the dive sites. 





sued membership cards entitling them to 
discounts for RMD packages, bar bills, ex- 
tra diving services and shopping at the 
dive store and gift shop. If you don’t qual- 
ify for Frequent Guest membership, sub- 
stantial savings are still available through 
the Scuba Club’s Book Early and Save 
promotion. This plan provides special 
discounts to divers and groups who make 
confirmed reservations in advance. 

TRAVEL INFORMATION: Nonstop flights 
to Cozumel are provided from several 
U.S. cities by several airlines, along with 
numerous flights via Cancun. U.S. citi- 
zens may enter with either a passport or a 
certified birth certificate and photo ID. 
Pesos are the official currency but dollars 
seem to be accepted everywhere. The elec- 
tricity is 110 volts/60 cycles, so no trans- 
formers or adapters are needed. 

For more information, call Aqua-Sub 
Tours in the U.S. and Canada at (800) 
847-5708, or contact your local dive shop, 
travel agency or dive travel specialist. 
Scuba Club Cozumel can also be found on 
the Internet at www.scubaclubcoz 
umel.com. = 
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Jewels Caribbean 


Below: A resort scuba 
class takes place in the 
pool area of LaSource. 
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LaSource 
CSRENADA'S DIVE AND REVIVE RESORT 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


eady for a vacation that can reset 
your stress level to zero? Send your 
body to LaSource in Grenada for a 
week. Let them massage your tired 
muscles, revitalize your skin and delight 
your palate. Borrow your body back oc- 
casionally for some excellent diving and 
then put it out to pasture on the beach. 
Or, try one of the other activities, such as 
sailing, tennis or waterskiing. Whether 
you are dining, diving or relaxing, pam- 
pering is the prime directive at LaSource. 

LASouRCE DIVE CENTER: Neil Fish- 
burne manages LaSource Dive Center, 
where the high degree of personal service 
is in keeping with the rest of the resort. 
Fiona Fishburne and Paul Holop are also 
staff instructors. 

LaSource uses a fiberglass 32 foot ver- 
sion of the island pirogue as a dive boat. 
As with most dive operations on Gre- 
nada, boarding is right off the beach in 
front of the hotel. The slope of the beach 
here actually means a short swim, which 
is not a hardship considering the warmth 
and clarity of the water. 

All dives and dive equipment are in- 
cluded in the price of your stay at 
LaSource, the only exception is certifica- 
tion courses such as open water and ad- 





vanced diver. Two dives are scheduled 
each day, one in the morning and one in 
the afternoon. A night dive is also ar- 
ranged once a week. Dive buddies can 
make dives off the beach at any time, sim- 
ply by arranging for tanks in advance. 

DIVING GRENADA: Most of the dive sites 
off Grenada are along the calm leeward 
side of the island, providing easy access 
without rough seas or strong currents. A 
shallow shelf runs close to shore in many 
areas, with excellent coral development. 
Visibility along this coast varies consider- 
ably with the prevailing weather condi- 
tions, usually ranging from 50 to 100 feet. 
For these sites, the profile consists of a 
shallow reef sloping very gently to a break 
point in about 35 feet of water. The reef 
changes from coral mounds and sandy 
patches at the top to coral ridges and nar- 
row, sandy channels near the edge. At the 
lip, the reef often drops vertically in a wall 
that runs down to 70 feet or so before lev- 
eling out ina sand bottom with coral 
patches. The wall has fissures and over- 
hangs packed with corals and sponges 
that attract many species of reef fish. 
Pillar Coral is plentiful in places, especial- 
ly at a dive site called Happy Hill. At oth- 
er reefs such as Tropicana, vast fields of 
finger-like Porites Coral and overlapping 
mounds of Star Coral are accented by the 
multiple green barrels of tube sponges. 

In addition to the reef sites in this area, 
LaSource divers can also visit several shal- 
low to moderately deep wrecks. The Buc- 
caneer is the remains of a 60 foot 
schooner that rests in about 75 feet off 
Molinaire Reef. Almost completely coat- 
ed with sponges and encrusting coral, the 
Buccaneer has been reduced to hull and 
deck supports. The Quarter Wreck is one 
piece of a ship that had been cut into four 
sections for use as an artificial reef. This 
particular piece, the stern section, fell off 
somewhat prematurely and rests ona 
shallow portion of a low profile coral reef. 
This part of the hull is still intact, with the 
engine and rudder in place. The Veronica 
is an inter-island freighter that sank in 
1993 while at anchor outside St. George’s 
harbor. The vessel sits upright in 45 feet of 
water and is becoming more thickly en- 
crusted with sponges and corals each year. 

LaSource makes periodic trips farther 








north to dive the fabulous waters between 
Grenada and Carriacou, a neighboring is- 
land that is also part of Grenada. Diving 
conditions can be more boisterous here, 
with stronger currents and choppier seas, 
but the payoff is worth it. This is the zone 
of blue water and big fish, with coral cov- 
ered volcanic ridges and pinnacles. Dive 
sites such as Face of the Devil, the Gallery 
and the Sisters provide nonstop action. 
Check in advance and reserve a spot early 
if one of these trips is planned. 

The Bianca C., one of the best wreck 
dives in the Caribbean, is directly off 
LaSource beach. This 600 foot Italian lux- 
ury liner sank in 1961 in 170 feet of water. 
The disaster began with a boiler explosion 
and subsequent fire while the ship was in 
St. George’s harbor. As the fire spread, an 
attempt was made to tow the vessel out to 
sea to avoid having the harbor blocked in 
case the fire was not contained. Unfor- 


Fiona Fishburne descends toward a pair 
Of fiery red gorgonians at the Sisters, 
just off Grenada’s north side. 


tunately, the ship was not moved far be- 
fore it broke the tow and sank. The main 
deck is now about 90 feet deep and the 
hull is thick with a pink haze of delicate 
Black Corals. The depth and frequent 
presence of strong currents make this an 
advanced dive. 

LaSource: Life at LaSource is intended 
to refresh the mind and body. The daily 
routine for most guests is organized 
around one of the Oasis treatments. Eight 
are offered, with appointments for the 20 
to 50 minute sessions made as desired by 
each guest. All of the Oasis treatments are 
for either men or women, except the cou- 
ples massage therapy, which is designed 
to show couples the secrets of neck, back 
and shoulder massage. In the hair treat- 
ment, a seaweed paste is used to condition 
the hair and scalp. A combination of six 
cleansers, oils and creams are used in the 
facial treatment to clean and revitalize the 





skin. For the body there are two different 
types of massage treatment, aroma- 
therapy, in which a choice of fragrant oils 
is used, and the salt and oil loofah rub that 
exfoliates the skin and promotes a re- 
markably fresh feeling. Feet are not over- 
looked at LaSource, one Oasis treatment 
is dedicated to a special foot massage. In 
addition to the Oasis treatments, a variety 
of facial, hair and nail beauty treatments 
are available at extra charge. 

Breakfast and lunch are served buffet- 
style and the service hours are long 
enough that they can be taken at your 
leisure. Dinner is a more formal sit-down 
affair with a variety of entrées. Wine stew- 
ards circulate continuously during dinner 
with a selection of wines. 

The rooms and suites at LaSource have 
been designed to provide the best possible 
view of the beach and the Caribbean Sea 
beyond. Furnished in rich, dark wood 
with a king sized fourposter bed on a light 
marble floor, the rooms are restful and 
inviting. The bathrooms are large and 
luxurious. All rooms are fully air-condi- 
tioned but guests frequently just open the 
French doors to the balcony and let the 
soft sea breezes drift in. Since LaSource is 
intended to be a relaxing getaway, there 
are no television sets in the rooms. 

LaSource is an all-inclusive resort, in- 
cluding airport transfers and tips. The 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 


Several major air carriers provide ser- 
vice to Grenada, direct or via San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. U.S. citizens may enter the 
country with either a passport or a certi- 
fied birth certificate and photo ID. 

The Eastern Caribbean (EC) dollar is 
Grenada’s official currency. Dollars are 
also accepted nearly everywhere but be 
prepared to accept your change in EC. 

Electricity is 230 volts/50 cycles, so 
adapters and transformers will be need- 
ed. These are available at the desk but 
plan on bringing your own if you need 
them regularly. 

There is a hair dryer provided in each 
room. 

The dress standard is casual, although 
guests tend to dress up somewhat for 
dinner, with at least long trousers and 
collared shirts for men. 


combination of Oasis treatments, spa- 
cious beachfront grounds and variety of 
other sports offered make it a good choice 
for couples containing only one diver. 

For more information, contact La- 
Source in the United States at (800) 544- 
2883. From other locations call (809) 
444-2556. E-mail should be addressed to 
lasource@caribsurf.com. Additional in- 
formation can also be obtained from the 
LaSource Web site at www.lasource 
srenada.com. = 
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Jewels@ Caribbean 


This giant Barrel 
Sponge has been 
twisted into odd 
and playful shapes 
by Tobago’s con- 
stant currents. 


Tobago’s 
Drift Dives 


EXPERIENCE THE DRAMA 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY WALT STEARNS 


f the many assorted jewels in the 

Caribbean, the tiny island of 

Tobago is a true diamond in the 

rough. Free of large scale indus- 
trialization (unlike its larger sister 
Trinidad), Tobago lolls in an intrinsic 
grace and beauty. 

Roughly 116 square miles in size, the 
island’s densely forested mountains and 
valleys are reminiscent of islands I have 
visited in the Indo-Pacific. Like its peo- 
ple, Tobago is warm. The air temperature 
averages 84 to 86°F in the summer, occa- 
sionally dipping into the mid 70s in win- 
ter. Light, casual dress is customary. 

The sedate physical beauty typical top- 
side gives way to a raw, almost untamed 
quality underwater. This is most notable 


around the island’s eastern half, where a 
convoluted stretch of shoreline is ruled by 
small bays and steep hillsides of volcanic 
rock that break the surface of the sea. The 
bottom drops quickly to 100 feet or more 
around Tobago’s small satellite islands 
and rocky outcroppings. Below the sur- 
face is a visually striking realm, full of pin- 
nacles, peaks, cascading slopes and mini- 
walls laden with myriad soft corals and 
sponges. 

Of course, what would any reef be like 
without abundant fish life, such as 
schools of Brown Chromis and Creole 
Wrasses, swarming from below to feed 
on the plankton in the upper water col- 
umn? Mixed within their ranks are Black 
Durgons, Bogas, small Black Jacks and 














Rainbow Runners. In addition to these 
large concentrations of common finny 
denizens are large Tarpon, Barracuda, 
mackerel, tuna, turtles and, occasionally, 
sharks and Manta Rays. 

Atlantic Manta Rays ( Manta birostris) 
are rare throughout the rest of the 
Caribbean and The Bahamas but Tobago 
has a reputation for face to face meetings 


TRAVEL MISCELLANY | 


_ Following American Airlines’ recent . 
. ~ expansion of services throughout the 
Caribbean, there is now a regular sched- _ 
_ ule of flights from both New York and 
Miami International to San Juan, Puerto | 
Rico. From San Juan, American Eagle © 
_ provides daily, direct flights to Tobago. — 
_ Entry into Tobago requires a valid pass-_ 
port as well as a return ticket. Departure _ 
taxes and security fees total $85 TT ($15 
U.S.) and are collected at the airport.On _ 
island, U.S. currency and most major 
credit cards are widely accepted. Cab fare — 
to Speyside typically runs about fee U. Ss 
Le rental cars are ealso available. oe 


with them. However, even during their 
peak season, between late April and 
September, an encounter is still a matter 
of chance. 

Tobago’s position in the extreme lower, 
southeastern corner of the Caribbean, be- 
low the semi-curved island chain of the 
Lesser Antilles, is responsible for its profu- 
sion of marine life. Along with its larger 
sister island, Trinidad, to the south, 
Tobago 1s part of the South American con- 


Above: Elusive and sleekly 
elegant Manta Rays occa- 
sionally visit divers from late 
April to September. Right: 
This sheltered cove presents 
a perfect picture of 
Caribbean idyll. 


tinental shelf, 70 miles off the eastern coast 
of Venezuela. The island sits in the path- 
way of the North Equatorial Current (the 
prelude to the Gulf Stream, which begins 
in the lower Caribbean) from the open 
Atlantic and the Guyana Current, which 
follows the contours of South America’s 
eastern coast. The latter current brings 
with it some of the nutrient rich waters of 
the Orinoco River. As these bodies of wa- 
ters collide and intermingle, they generate 
a rich ecosystem for the vigorous sponge, 
coral and fish communities. 

Currents are common here, ranging 
anywhere from a leisurely one-quarter 
knot to swifter two to three knots. This has 
a profound effect on some of its sponge 
colonies; Giant Barrel Sponges in particu- 
lar are sculpted into bizarre, convoluted 
shapes. 


NO TYPICAL 
CARIBBEAN DIVE 


Tobago’s greatest collection of rock is- 
lands and pinnacles ranges between a spot 
west of the village of Charlotteville in Man- 
of-War Bay, on the north side, past the is- 





land’s eastern tip to the Batteaux Bay com- 
munity of Speyside. Nowhere else in the 
Caribbean can you find a collection with 
this magnitude of huge volcanic spires ris- 
ing from the depths to break the surface. 

Starting on the north side are two 
prominent rock formations, the Sisters 
and the St. Giles Islands. A little more 
than a mile offshore, to the west of 
Charlotteville, the Sisters feature a collec- 
tion of 50 foot high, round, fat columns of 
bare rock. Below the surface, their con- 
tours are marked by deep clefts and caves. 
They drop almost straight down to depths 
of 70 to 80 feet in several places before be- 
coming a steep incline. Midway down, 
the rocks become a haven for forests of 
large Black Coral trees and gorgonians. 

Closer to shore, the Brothers area 
slightly shorter mirror image of the 
Sisters, with a maximum depth of 75 feet. 
When the surge is moderate, divers can 
take a winding path between these stone 
behemoths, disappearing in the thick 
schools of baitfish and aerated water, 
churned from the waves breaking on the 
rocks overhead. 
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TOBAGO’S DRIFT DIVES 


East of Charlotteville, off Tobago’s 
most northern point, the St. Giles Islands 
stand like lone sentinels. Home to the 
largest frigate bird rookery in the Carib- 
bean and a natural rock arch formation 
called London Bridge, the underwater 
seascape is equally dramatic, with walls 
and steep slopes marked by deep clefts 
covered with corals and sponges. 

Owing to their location in the open 
waters of the Atlantic, most of these sum- 
mits have great concentrations of Brown 
Chromis, Creole Wrasse, assorted species 
of jacks, including Black, Bar and Cre- 
valle, Rainbow Runners and a few Tar- 
pon. Pelagic visitors, such as tuna, 
Wahoo and billfish (both sailfish and 
marlin), are also encountered here from 
time to time. 

On the south of the island near 
Speyside, four large volcanic spires sur- 
round Goat and Little Tobago Islands. 
They are similar to the Sisters and the St. 
Giles Islands but are smaller. Identified by 
their shorter rock formations protruding 
above the water, Sleeper, Bookends, 
Special and Shark Bank drop steeply at 
60 degree angles to 110-145 feet before 
reaching a sandy plain at the bottom. 
When large swells roll in from the open 
sea, the tops are awash with seafoam and 
aerated water. Depending on the intensity 
of the surge, divers can often find several 
large Tarpon hanging below the white 
cloud formed by the aerated water or 
midway down the pinnacle’s slope. 


DIVING SPEYSIDE 


In addition to the four pinnacles sur- 
rounding both Goat and Little Tobago 
Island, the entire region facing the small 
Batteaux Bay community of Speyside, 
marks the heart of Tobago’s finest dive 
sites. 

Decorating the contours of these two 
little islands, which drop at steep angles to 
as great as 140 feet, are flourishing octo- 
corals of every kind, such as searods, sea- 
plumes and Deep Water Seafans. Their 
dark chocolate hues are intermixed with 
tube sponges in yellow, orange and pur- 
ple. Like serpents sprouting from Me- 
dusa’s head, long winding rope sponges 
in deep red, purple, green and lavender 
are in sharp contrast to the numerous 
bright Orange Elephant Ear Sponges. 


TOBAGO’S DRIFT 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 


The unique and adventurous nature of 
Tobago’s great drift dives has launched a 
new Drift Certificate Program, sponsored 
by the island’s dive operators and the 
Tobago Department of Tourism (TID- 
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CO). Upon completion of the program, 
divers are presented witha specially 
printed and signed document (on deco- 
rative parchment-type paper, suitable for 
framing). To obtain this absolutely free 
certificate, divers need only complete at 
least eight of Tobago’s drifts—a rather 
easy thing to do, even in a few days. 

Black Jack Hole is a good choice for a 
starting point. Similar to most sites in 
this region, it is dominated by incredibly 
thick sponges and soft corals, as well as 
giant Brain Corals (seven to eight feet 
across) covering a steep grade starting in 


TOBAGO DIVE CENTERS 


Aqua Marine Dive Limited 
Blue Waters Inn 
(800) 742-4276 
(809) 660-4341 
(809) 660-5195 (fax) 
Tobago Dive Experience 
Manta Lodge 
(800) 544-7631 
(809) 660-5268 
(809) 660-5030 (fax) 
Crown Point 
(809) 639-7034 (tel/fax) 
Dive Tobago 
(809) 639-0202 
(809) 639-7275 or 2727 (fax) 
Man Friday Diving 
(800) 525-6896. 
(809) 660-4676 (fax) | 
 - R&C Diver’s Den 
(809) 639-8120 (tel/fax) 
Tobago Dive Masters _ 
(809) 639-4697 (tel/fax) 
Tobago Marine Sports 
(809) 639-6556 


15 foot shallows and dropping to 120 
feet. Drifting in a westerly direction, 
divers come to Keleston Drain, on the 
edge of a 50 foot deep reef flat. 

Divers then cover a distance of 100 
yards before encountering a large plateau 
with a slight slope rising from 60 feet to 
roughly 25. Along the way, numbers of 
adult Queen Angelfish are visible. It is al- 
most routine to see groups of three to five 
grazing together in the corals. At 45 feet, 
midway along the gentle slope, is the 
largest single specimen of Boulder Brain 
Coral (Colpophylia natans) ever recorded 
in the West Indies, measuring a stagger- 
ing 12 by 16 feet across with a profile of 8 
feet. 

Beyond this magnificent coral, the reef 
switches back into a mini wall that starts 
at 35 feet and drops to a sandfloor at 80. 
Fringing the top of the wall is Yellow 
Brick Road, named for the conglomera- 
tion of one to two foot Yellow Tube 
Sponges (Aplysina fistularis) that spans a 


couple hundred feet. When the wall 
turns slightly outward you're at Manta 
City, named for its frequent Manta Ray 
sightings when the season is in full swing. 
Here, the reef’s bottom changes to a steep 
slope from a maximum depth of 75 feet 
to its upper plateau 12 feet from the sur- 
face. From the beginning of Keleston 
Drain to this point is roughly 360 yards. 
When the current is ripping, a diver 
could easily cover that distance in 40 
minutes. 

The secret behind enjoying each site’s 
thrilling spectacle is to go with the flow 
and let the current do the work. In addi- 
tion to carrying a whistle on your buoy- 
ancy compensator, I recommend carry- 
ing a secondary emergency signaling de- 
vice such as an inflatable signaling device 
and/or a Dive-Alert. 

Little Tobago’s shorefront reef isa 
prominent, 300 yard stretch of sloping 
drop-off running parallel to its western 
shore. Named Cathedral, this reef takes 
over where Manta City leaves off, going 
from 30 feet to a maximum of 80 feet in 
the sand, the 60 to 80 degree angle creat- 
ing a mini-wall of sorts. Although not as 
dense with small fish life, the site is rich 
with sponge and soft coral growth. 

Tobago offers diving year-round. 
Water temperatures generally average in 
the low 80s (°F) with visibility customari- 
ly from 70 to 90 feet. The only time of 
concern is when the Orinoco River in 
Venezuela reaches its height during the 
rainy season (July through September), 
pushing the fringing edge of this mighty 
tributary all the way up to Tobago’s 
southern coast. When this occurs, expect 
visibilities of 30 to 40 feet, primarily in 
the top 40 feet of water. 

For diving, the boat most favored by 
Tobago dive operations is the pirogue, an 
elongated rowboat typically 28 to 36 feet in 
length, with a high, sharp entry at the bow, 
a deep rounded bottom and low freeboard 
midship. When it comes to comfortable 
handling over large oceanic swells and 
choppy seas, this French Creole longboat is 
one of the best for the job. 


A NEW WRECK 


Making sure Tobago has all its bases 
covered as a diving destination, TIDCO 
and the Tobago Dive Operators Associa- 
tion created a new wreck site this year. 
Measuring 350 feet in length, the former 
trans-island ferry, the Scarlet Ibis lies on 
an even keel at a depth of 100 feet, with 
her superstructure coming within 56 feet 
of the surface. The entrance to this mas- 
sive vessel’s car loading deck at 83 feet 
looks like the opening to the Holland 
Tunnel. In Tobago’s nutrient rich waters 
the Scarlet Ibis is sure to develop some 
pretty spectacular plumage and I am sure 
[ll be coming back to see it. > 




















Humpback Whales come 
to the Dominican 
Republic’s Atlantic coast 
from January through 
March to bear their young 
and mate. The sound of 
whalesong and the sight of 
these magnificent marine 
mammals in the wild is an 
incomparable experience. 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY WALT STEARNS 


oming to the Dominican Republic 

was certainly the most unexpected 

treat of 1997. Its topography is in- 

credibly varied and its cultural di- 
versity nothing short of astounding. For 
beach lovers, the Dominican Republic has 
more than 300 miles of golden sand 
beaches lined with coconut palms, where 
swimsuit tops are optional and secluded 
stretches are still as unspoiled as they were 
more than 100 years ago. 

Owing to its size—it encompasses 
30,000 square miles of the eastern two 
thirds of the island of Hispaniola—the 
Dominican Republic is not an easy place 
to sum up in a few words. Sandwiched be- 
tween the Atlantic Ocean on the north 
and the Caribbean Sea on the south, it is a 
giant among the Caribbean’s collection of 
tiny islands. 


Ooo 


Dominated by four parallel mountain 
ranges, the interior’s diversity encom- 
passes verdant, rugged hillsides, lush rain 
forests, fertile farmlands of sugarcane, 
coffee, cocoa and fruit groves, and even 
small, cactus speckled deserts. Within 
the Dominican Alps’ central range is 
Pico Duarte, the Caribbean’s tallest peak, 
soaring 10,700 feet above sea level. Part 
of the same range has served as an effec- 
tive natural barrier, insulating the 
Dominican Republic from its belea- 
guered neighbor, Haiti. 

The marine topography is equally var- 
ied. It ranges from colorful, low profile 
reef tracts with deep undercuts and caves 
to dramatic, towering pinnacles, cascad- 
ing walls, and wrecks from numerous 
ages. Most of the DR’s southern coast is 
comprised of karstic rock. Asa result, 
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THE DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 


there are numerous freshwater caves sim- 
ilar to those found in north-central 
Florida and Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula. 
There is definitely more than meets the 
eye to the Dominican Republic. 

Looking at the country now, it is easy to 
understand why Christopher Columbus 
proclaimed Hispaniola “The most beauti- 
ful land that human eyes have seen,” after 
he stepped ashore December 5, 1492. So 
enamored was he with it, he asked to be 
buried here; a request that was respectful- 
ly honored. 

WHAT AWAITS THE AMERICAN TRA- 
VELER: Lying slightly south of the Tropic 
of Cancer, the Dominican Republic has a 
climate that varies little. It is warm and 
balmy except during the two rainy sea- 
sons; one in late spring, the other in fall. 

Finding plenty to do and the means to 
do it, is no problem here. However, decid- 
ing what and how much you want to to do 
once you get here, might be difficult. 

This dilemma, of course, is further en- 
couraged by the Dominican Republic’s 
substantial development of large modern, 
luxurious all-inclusive resorts, scattered 
up and down both coastlines. Most offer 
nearly all watersports (from boardsailers 
and sailboats to wave runners and scuba 
diving), meals, alcoholic and non-alco- 
holic beverages, entertainment (live night- 
ly performances are usually standard) and 
children’s daycare for incredibly low pack- 
age rates. Couple this with the unusually 
low cost and affordable rates most airlines 
provide to the island and the Dominican 
Republic is perhaps one of the Caribbean’s 
best kept secrets. It has been known to 
European and Canadian travelers for some 
time but, surprisingly, is almost complete- 
ly unknown in the U.S. 

Owing to the scope and self-contained 
nature of the resorts, which typically cover 
several acres of their own private beach- 
front, going outside the grounds for any- 
thing is seldom necessary. This can bea 
pity, because beyond the gates is a country- 
side steeped in history, with charming peo- 
ple and cultures, as well as plenty of natural 
beauty. 

In the nearby mountains of Puerto 
Plata, the national park and botanical gar- 
dens of Mt. Isabel de Torrers (accessible 
via a five minute cable car ride, second in 
size to the one in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil) of- 
fers a breathtaking view of both the city 
and coastline. In addition to human 
tourists, from January through March 
large numbers of Humpback Whales visit 
the Dominican Republic’s Atlantic coast. 
Here, they bear their young and mate. 

For sightseeing and retracing the steps 
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of history, the Dominican Republic’s capi- 
tal city of Santo Domingo, on the south 
coast, contains some of the richest monu- 
ments to the exploration and settlement of 
New World. Founded by Christopher 
Columbus’ brother Bartholomew in 1496, 
Santo Domingo was the first continuously 
inhabited colonial seat for the Spanish 
Empire, in existence until the end of the 
16th century when Spain virtually aban- 
doned it in favor of richer lands on the 
continent. During its short but prosper- 
ous period as the capital port of this vast 
new territory, the city was the site of sever- 
al firsts: it had the first stone constructed 
cathedral, monastery, hospital, university 
and city hall in the new world. 

After hours, the cities and towns come 
alive with nightclubs, bars and discos pul- 
sating to modern music and Merengue, 
the national music and dance of this is- 
land, which reflects the beat of its large 
mix of Carib/Latin cultures. Seventy per- 
cent of the island’s population are the re- 
sult of extensive intermingling between 
Spanish and white European settlers and 
African slaves. Spanish is the official lan- 
guage but English is widely spoke and 


Left: A diver and 
school of Blackbar 
Soldierfish explore 
the wreck of the 
Hickory. Below: The 
16th century Fort of 
San Felipe at Puerto 
Plata. Bottom: The 
ruins of Nicolas de 
Bari, in Santo 
Domingo. It was the 
first permanent 
hospital structure in 
the Americas. Below 
left: Divers explore 
the fascinating 
freshwater caves at 
Boca Chica. 


communication is facilitated by the 
friendly attitude of the country’s people. 

The range of dive sites and conditions 
around the Dominican Republic are sur- 
prisingly good. In regions I visited on 
both the north and south coasts the reefs 
were both healthy and diverse. Outside 
Puerto Plata, a site called Runway pre- 
sents a trio of 50 foot high, inverted buck- 
et-shaped coral pinnacles standing side by 
side across a 65 foot deep sand bottom, 
with large stands of Elkhorn Corals cap- 
ping their tops. Near the tip of the 
Samana Peninsula, where the 150 foot 
high cliffs of Cabo Cabron meet the sea, 
the same cliff contours continue down- 
ward in the form of steep, cascading coral 
covered slopes and mini walls (some with 
large caves) to depths of 140 feet. 

On the south side of the country, be- 
sides partaking in a couple of freshwater 
cave dives (some of the easiest and most 
secure sites I have seen) and a few mod- 
erate depth (30 to 60 foot) reef dives, I 
also explored one of the five most color- 
ful wrecks in the Caribbean. Placed on 
the bottom in 1986, the 135 foot, fully 
intact Hickory looks like a Hollywood 








movie set. Sitting on an even keel at 60 
feet, the wreck is covered with numerous 
colorful corals and sponges, large 
schools of Blackbar Soldierfish, Glasseye 
Snappers, squirrelfish and Sergeant 
Majors; its large mast rises to within 
three feet of the surface. 

Off both coasts I found underwater 
clarity averaging 80 feet and there was 
minimal current. While the diving is both 





Above: Air Santo Domingo offers easy, 
convenient inter-island flights. Below: Prieto 
Tours handles airport transfers and island 
excursions in the Dominican Republic. 





beautiful and easy, this is not one of the 
fishiest places I have seen. However, be- 
cause there is a lack of large fish, small reef 
beauties, such as Spotted Drums, seem to 
move about the corals with almost com- 
plete abandon. And, while diving around 
Saona Island, I was delighted by the sud- 
den appearance of a Dwarf Manta Ray 
(Mobula hypostoma) with a wingspan of 
five feet. Although rare, things like this 
can happen. In most places, both single 
and two tank dives are made from out- 
board powered, 24 to 27 foot open skiffs. 
The ride to the sites vary from 10 to 45 
minutes each way. Bring a hat and plenty 
of sunscreen. 

Getting There: The Dominican Re- 
public’s three major ports for tourism with 
air access are in metropolitan cities of 
Puerta Plata on the north coast (also called 
the Amber Coast) and Santo Domingo on 
the south coast, with Punta Cana Inter- 
national handling the island’s far eastern 
tip. Among the three, travel to and from 
the Dominican Republic is simple, just a 
short distance (less than two hours from 
Miami, three and a half hours from New 
York) with numerous airlines (American 
Airlines, Pan Am and TWA, to namea 
few) providing direct, nonstop flights to 
the U.S. Before departure, you will need to 
purchase a Dominican Republic tourist 
card ($10 U.S.) at the ticket counter during 
check in. The only other requirements for 
U.S. citizens are a valid passport or an orig- 
inal birth certificate and a valid photo 
identification. = 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC DIVE RESORTS* 


1) Flamenco Beach Resort/ 
Actividades Aquaticas 
(800) 545-8098 

2) El Portillo Beach Resort/ 
Samana Dive Center 
(800) 550-1869 


3) Punta Cana Beach Resort/ 
Dive Center 
(800) 972-2139 


*Numbers correspond to areas on map. 


4) Club Dominicus Beach Resort/ 
Dive Center 
(800) 898-9968 

5) Coral Costa Caribe Beach Hotel/ 
Sea Pro 
(800) 308-8132 

6) Don Juan Beach Resort/ 
Treasure Divers 
(800) 820-1631 
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Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 


personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 


Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


1-300-466-DIVE | 
a 
P.O. B. 2363 * Key Largo * Florida * 33037 * 305-451-3259 « 
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Fiji Aggressor 
A FABULOUS LIVE-ABOARD 
FOR FABULOUS FIJI 


BY STAN WATERMAN 


¢ ¢ heeseburgers in Paradise.” The refrain of the song, belted out by 
Jimmy Buffett, carries beyond us and is lost in the distant expanse of 
pale blue, flat-calm sea. Bahamians would call it “an oily glass 
calm.” 

A maddeningly delicious aroma emanates from the grill on the sheltered af- 
terdeck of the most luxurious, diver-friendly, commodious and well-appoint- 
ed live-aboard dive boat in the world. It is also the newest girl in town—town 
being the waters of the Fiji Islands. This is the Fiji Aggressor, just three months 
out of her womb, the Nichols Brothers Shipyard in Washington state. She is 
105 feet long and four decks high but draws only four feet, because she is an 
aluminum-hulled catamaran. She is, in her hull design, a near clone of the 
Palau Aggressor II, and the newest addition to the far-reaching Aggressor Fleet. 
She is Fat City afloat. 

I came to her from a week of luxurious living and splendid hospitality at the 
Jean-Michel Cousteau Resort on Vanua Levu island. The transition was pain- 
less. I transferred from a world-class resort to a four star hotel afloat. The Fiji 
Aggressor s eight identical cabins are roomy, light and airy, each with a big 
above water window, a glass door shower and a head large enough for an hip- 
popotamus. The shower pressure is enough to knock you down and the hot 
water is instantaneous. These are amenities I wish I had at home. 

There is also a hanging closet, seven drawers, two cabinets and enough space 
under the lower bunk to hide a couple of corpses, all affording more space than 
Imelda Marcos needed for her shoes. An air-conditioning control with digital 
calibration allows total control of temperature and air flow. (I go into some de- 
tail about the comfort and space of the ship because I remember well when 
live-aboard dive boats offered cabins the size of broom closets.) I'll have more 
about the boat later, right now I’ve strayed too far from the cheeseburgers. 

We had just returned from a dive site called E-6. It is a large bommie that ris- 
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a Migs ae by and non-divers alike. 
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_) (809) 495-9638 
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THE BITTER END YACHT CLUB 


: 8-day/7-night packages include 
: rir Tt allmeals, luxury accommodations 


in seaside villas. Sailing, scuba 





diving, guided or on your own. 
PADI resort course. 
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UNDERWATER SAFARIS 
Dive the Best of the BVI 

including the Wreck of the Rhone. 
Rendezvous Tours’ with 
personalized guided groups. 
Hotels/Dive packages. 

(800) 537-7032 - (809) 494-3235 
FAX (809) 494-5322 
www.underwatersafaris.com 
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TREASURE ISLE HOTEL 
Delightful, “gingerbread” hotel. 
Spacious waterview rooms. Dive 
facility. Dive/ Sail vacations offered 
with The Moorings yacht charters. 
Complimentary watersports. 
(800) 368-9994 - (809) 494-2501 
FAX (809) 494-2507 
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the BVI Tourist Board 
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FIJI AGGRESSOR 


es from 3,000 feet to just breaking the sur- 
face at extreme low tide. It is in the middle 
of the Vatu-I-Ra channel between Vanua 
Levu Island and the main island of Viti 
Levu to the south. The channel is also 
called Bligh Water. More than two cen- 


turies ago, Captain Bligh, set adrift by the 


Bounty mutineers, made his way through 
this passage, fearing to land because the 
islands were populated by cannibals. 





AGGRESSOR CELEBRITY CRUISES 


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU L’AVENTURES 
Sail with Jean-Michel Cousteau 


Kona Aggressor Il February 7 to 14 
Galapagos Aggressor | June 25 to July 2 
Cayman Aggressor Ill August 22 to 29 
Palau Aggressor II October 4 to 11 


1998 NIKON TEAM CRUISES 
Bay Islands Aggressor Ill March 14 to 21 
Belize Aggressor Ill November 7 to 14 
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PHOTO COURSES 


Palau Aggressor Il 
April 19 to 26 
November 8 to 15 


Truk Aggressor Il 
November 1 to 8 
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Fiji Aggressor 
May 2 to9 


Belize Aggressor Ill 
May 30 to June 6 


Okeanos Aggressor 
August 18 to 28 


Bay Islands Aggressor Ill (in Belize) 
October 17 to 24 


CLAY WISEMAN PHOTO COURSES 
Fiji Aggressor 
January 3 to 10 


STAN WATERMAN PHOTO COURSES 
Belize Aggressor Ill 
January 3 to 10 


Fiji Aggressor 
June 6 to 13 


Galapagos Aggressor II 
July 16 to 23 


Okeanos Aggressor 
September 19 to 28 


Cayman Aggressor Ill 
October 3 to 10 


E-6 is one of the most spectacular of the 
many splendid dive sites that make the 
itinerary of the Fiji Aggressor. At the top of 
the coral plateau massive expanses of 
branching corals (Acropora robusta) pro- 
vide shelter and safety for thousands of 
golden Anthias and comical Humbugs. 
They appear in brilliant spangled clouds 
over the coral. As if snatched back into the 
coral by an angry mother, they vanish 
when the diver approaches and exhales a 
cacophony of bubbles. 

(Continued on Page 67) 
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TECHNIFACTS 


High Altitude Diving, 
the Tampico and More 


BY E.R. CROSS 


or many years, we have known 

some aspects of diving at altitude 

required changes in the procedures 

used at sea level. As early as 1966 a 
Technifacts reader wrote, “What factors 
should we take into account in diving in 
bodies of water at altitudes above 5,000 
feet? More specifically, “What is neces- 
sary to complete safe decompression for 
such a dive?” Recently, 31 years later, an- 
other reader wrote, “I would like to know 
if the U.S. Navy Standard Air Decom- 
pression Tables would have to be modi- 
fied for fresh water diving at altitudes dif- 
ferent from sea level?” For safe diving, the 
answer to both those questions is that we 
do need to take special precautions for 
high altitude diving. 

Skin Diver Magazine first published 
“High Altitude Decompression” in 
Technifacts in the November 1970 issue. 
That Technifacts was reprinted with per- 
mission in the NAUI News for September/- 
October 1972. In NAUI Publication No. 
5, C.L. Smith provided valuable informa- 
tion. Also in that issue of NAUI News, 
Smith addressed other problems in his ar- 
ticle, “Depth Gauge Corrections for 
Altitude and Fresh Water Diving.” 

In the intervening years, there has been 
a great deal written about decompression 





requirements at altitude. NAUI, PADI, SSI 
and other dive training organizations have 
published tables for altitude diving. They 
have also addressed the problem in their 
training and instruction manuals. The 
NOAA Diving Manual provides a chapter 
entitled “Altitude Diving Tables in Use.” 
For Canadian SDM readers, the Canadian 
DCIEM Diving Manual provides informa- 
tion on diving at altitude. Both manuals 
are available from Best Publishing 
Company, P.O. Box 30100, Flagstaff, AZ 
86003-0100. 

For a copy of NAUI’s cross conversion 
tables published as “High Altitude 
Decompression” and C.L. Smith’s 
“Depth Gauge Corrections” send a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope to, E.R. 
Cross, Technifacts, c/o Skin Diver, 6420 
Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 
90048-5515. 


EARLY ISSUES OF 
SKIN DIVER 


A December 1951, Volume 1, Number 
1, First Edition of SDM, then called The 
Skin Diver, is extremely rare. Jim Auxier 
and Chuck Blakeslee developed their idea 
for a national dive magazine in the early 
months of 1951. The first issue contained 
16 pages, with six advertisements, includ- 











ing Sea Net Manufacturing Co., the first 
producer of skin diving and spearfishing 
equipment (originally for fishermen, not 
divers); Rene Sports, which later became 
the giant U.S. Divers Corp.; and, of 
course, Voit. Also, in its day the one and 
only California dive charter boat Maray 
advertised as well. Volume XI, Number 1, 
January 1962, was also an important pub- 
lication. For one thing it had grown in 
size. It contained more than 100 pages and 
hundreds of ads. And, the first issue of The 
Skin Diver was reproduced, complete, in 
the January 1962 Skin Diver. With perse- 
verance, and much luck, it may be an easi- 
er issue to find than Vol. 1, No. 1. 

If you're looking for other issues of 
Skin Diver, Jose (Pico) Castello of 
Cozumel has a collection for sale. His is- 
sues date from 1962 to the present. 
Anyone interested in buying them (he says 
they’re in good condition), should contact 
Jose (Pico) Castello, Dive Paradise, 
Cozumel, Mexico; phone (011) 52 987 
21007, fax (011) 52 987 21061 or e-mail 
appledp@cozumel.czm.com.mx. 


A POTPOURRI OF 
DIVING MEMORIES 


It is amazing how quickly our memory 
of well known diving individuals fails. 
John Guy Gilpatric was a noted author of 
the classic The Compleat Goggler in the 
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early years of diving. Gilpatric’s humor- 
ous exploits with primitive diving equip- 
ment in the Mediterranean left early 
divers fascinated. Equipment for early 
Mediterranean diving consisted of gog- 
gles (not masks) a knife and a handspear. 
Skin Diver reprinted The Compleat 
Gogglerin the March, April, May and 
June 1956 issues. An early friend of 
Gilpatric was Carl Kohler, an early Skin 
Diver contributor. Dr. Samuel Miller 
wrote, “For the last six months I have 
been working on the ‘Gilpatric Project,’ 
for lack of a better name. I am trying to tie 
the pieces of Guy Gilpatric’s life togeth- 
er.” Sam continued, “I would like to enlist 
Technifacts assistance in my search for 
friends, relatives or anyone who may have 
known Guy Gilpatric or his wife Louise.” 
Miller would also like to reach family or 
friends of Kohler. Send information to 
Dr. Sam Miller, 1629 Maywood Avenue, 
Upland, CA 91786. 

Donald A. Cable would like to corre- 
spond about treasure research with seri- 
ous Skin Diver readers. Readers interested 
in the study and research of wrecks 
should write directly to 1006 Highland 
Lakes Trace, Birmingham, AL 45242. 

One more missing personality: Jack 
Bromiley wrote asking for information 
on Max Eugen Nohl. He worked with 
Desco in developing and testing mixed 
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“Packages include ‘one trip per stay. 
Additional trips are available at a 
rates. All trips are weather permitting. 


**Package price quoted is per person, based 
on double occupancy and includes daily 
breakfast, dinner, and all taxes and service 
charges on packa e features. Package is 
valid until 12/19/97 and includes three 
daytime boat dives as scheduled. 


(800) 367-3484 


Local Phone (919) 419-3484 


-DY 
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gas deep diving in the 1930s. If readers 
can supply information, please send it to 
Jack Bromiley, Mesa Road N1819, La 
Crosse, WI 54601-8424. 

A South Africa Technifacts reader is 
looking for the book entitled Inter- 
national Guide to Working on Oil Rigs by 
Tom Williams. Also, this reader needs a 
copy of the June 1996 issue of Skin Diver. 
If anyone can help with this request write 
to Warren Lebanathan, 32 Erythrina 
Avenue, Croftoene, Chatsworth, Durban, 
KZN, South Africa, 4092. 


RETURN TO 
THE TAMPICO 


The tanker Tampico wrecked off the 
coast of Baja California in May 1957. The 
vessel is now destroyed, partly owing to 
salvors and partly owing to the savagery of 
the sea. There has always been conflict 
about the vessel’s ownership and national- 
ity. I have always assumed she was owned 
by Petroleos Mexicanos, the Mexican na- 
tional oil cartel. I have photos of her taken 
a couple of weeks after she grounded 
showing the home port as Panama. This is 
not unusual since many owners of vessels 
used Panama as a convenient port of reg- 
istry, for tax and other liability concerns. 
Lloyd’s Registry of Shipping shows the 
Tampico as a twin screw diesel vessel. 
When I dived her shortly after she 





+3 2, 1 daytime ‘ee dives per tts 
* Night dives 
¢ PADI 5 STAR dive and photo center 


All-inclusive packages available 

70 comfortable air-conditioned guestrooms 
Palm lined beach with freshwater pool, 
tennis, volleyball, snorkeling, paddleboats 


or gamefishing 


Special discount packages for single travelers 
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grounded, I thought she was a single 
screw tanker. She grounded ona rocky 
headland, and I thought a second screw 
would not have been buried. If anyone 
has additional information on the 
Tampico, please send it to E.R. Cross, 
Technifacts, c/o Skin Diver, 6420 
Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 
90048-5515. 

Even though the Tampico was sitting 
nearly upright, I preferred not to make a 


|Cozumel’s Secret Hideaway For Divers’ 





penetration dive. There was dangerous 
surge running into and out of the hull. 
Many movable objects were flopping 
around owing to the surge. Also, a real 
danger was the tremendous wind draft 
generated in the part of the hull that was 
above water. For every eight gallons of 
water that surged into the hull, one cubic 
foot of air was displaced through deck 


hatches, portholes and other openings 


above water. Objects near this tremen- 
dous draft could be torn loose and be- 
come dangerous. 

The vessel was nearly 400 feet long, 
with a beam of 55 feet. At least half of the 


No SIME, No pre CENSIONS, You robably woulda t know aboout it... 
,, antess someone told yu, Thats how dwers fid there way here, 


Scuba Club 


Dive Resort 


P.O. Box 11 
Cozumel, Q. Roo Mexico 
http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 
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_ S.C.U. B.A. 


Also! Half Day U/W Photo Class 


= & Private Inst: 
To receive a copy af the Cat 
all of our trios and courses, call o 


aa 345-949-7415 e Fax 345-949-9770 


For Reservations & Information: 
Aqua - Sub Tours, inc. 
1-800-847-5708 
U.S.A. & Canada 


j 
COZUMEL 


1997 U/W Photo Tours 


MS Pe ies & Week-long Super Courses 
5 Rice] Call/Fax/Write/E-mail for 16-Page Course Brochure 


Cathy Church and Herb Rafael plan every detail for a 
memorable dive/photo vacation. 

Join our fun-loving group in: 

e Truk and/or Palau, October ‘97 

e Fiji May ‘98 ¢ Papua, New Guinea Oct ‘98 - both 
aboard luxurious new dive boats 

¢ Solomon Islands trips aboard the Bilikiki March, 
April & Aug. ‘97 and ‘98 





Includes free photo course! 





Week Long Pho: 
May through / 
At Cathy Church’s U/W 


Cathy Church’s Underwater Photo Centre & Galleries 


E-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 
http://www.cathychurch.com 


For a free brochure of Cathy’s Breathtaking 
Underwater photos, call: 600-954-3661 





















bottom was open to the surging sea at 
about 10 feet. Probably, at maximum 
surge, more than 8,000 cubic feet of air 
was pushed through the hull and out any 
available openings. Divers should keep 
these hazards in mind when planning 
dives on partially submerged wrecks. 
Large volumes of rapidly moving air can 
also generate potential hazards. 


READ THE WATER 


It is particularly important to read the 
water when diving wrecks. Not just the 
flow of water into and out of a wreck but 
what the water, and possibly wind gener- 
ated by surge in partially submerged 
wrecks, is doing to your favorite wreck. 
Remember the old railroad crossing sign; 
Stop, Look and Listen. You will be glad 
you did. = 





CONTINENTAL MICRONESIA’S 1998 
DISCOUNTED DIVE PACKAGES: Con- 
tinental Micronesia will continue to offer 
_discounted dive packages in 1998. Most 
of the wholesalers will offer all-inclusive 
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photo/Al Hornsby 


discount packages with up to 50 percent 
savings. Continental Micronesia’s in- 
house tour division, Island Adventures at 
(800) 900-7657, is currently offering 
packages to Guam, Palau, Truk and Yap 
starting at $1,150. 

There have also been changes to the 
Yap schedule owing to airport runway 
construction. Planes will be flying in 
Wednesdays and Sundays for depar- 
tures/arrivals. 

Continental Micronesia also has a 
new Groups & Buddies Program, offer- 
ing fully escorted tours to the exciting 
dive destinations of Micronesia. The 
program is designed for all divers travel- 
ing with or without a buddy and can ac- 
commodate larger groups in search of a 
great vacation. A variety of dive destina- 
tions throughout Micronesia are offered 
with the program, including Palau, 
Truk and Yap. Upcoming departure 
dates from the various destinations are 
listed on the Web site at www.dest 
mic.com or you can speak with one of 
the travel specialists by calling (800) 
GO-DIVING. *8® 





Julie Jordan 


Ae hopping, finning, breaching, 
lobtailing. Amazing acrobatic feats 
performed by a graceful 60-foot, 60,000-pound athlete. 

Each year, from June to September, Humpback Whales 
migrate from the freezing waters of the Antarctic Ocean to the 
Machalilla National Park on mainland Ecuador. Here, they breed 
and give birth to their calves. You can see it all—up close from a 
dinghy or the observation decks of the luxurious dive yachts, the 
Galapagos Aggressor I or Galapagos Aggressor II. 

Each of these floating resorts offer fourteen guests deluxe 
accommodations including private baths in each stateroom, a 
spacious salon, an intimate dining area, and a full-service photo 
center for capturing every breath-taking moment 
of your adventure. The four-day humpback 
charters include diving and memorable land 
tours through diverse environments teeming with 
unique animals, flora and fauna. You will also 
explore ancient archeological sites. Guests may extend their 
adventure with a seven-day trip to the northern Galapagos islands 
of Wolf and Darwin. This time of the year is excellent for whale 
shark encounters. Whale shark activity here is so profuse, Darwin 
Island is better known as the Ningaloo Reef of Latin America. 


Galapagos Aggressor I and Galapagos Aggressor II are operated 
by professional, multilingual naturalist guides and dive masters. 


The Galapagos Aggressor I and Galapagos Aggressor II are Aggressor Fleet franchis- 





Remember, the Galapagos 
Aggressors offer seven-day charters 
throughout the Galapagos archipelago 
with world-class diving. These rich waters, considered one of the 
Seven Underwater Wonders of the World, are swarming with 
mantas, sea lions, penguins, marine iguanas, white tip sharks and 
schooling hammerhead sharks. Make reservations today for the 
wildest adventure of your life. Galapagos Aggressors’ Celebrity 
Charters: Jean-Michel Cousteau June 25-July 2, 1998 and 
Stan Waterman July 16-23, 1998. When calling, ask for a 
FREE Galapagos Aggressor video. 


- NEW PROGRAM FOR ’98! - 


WHALE OF AN ADVENTURE 


GALAPAGOS AGGRESSORS 


Darwin 


» st 


& 
Whale Sharks @ 


i 
i 
ge GALAPAGOS | 


PACIFIC 
OCEAN 


Mario Arroyo 


ogee 


Humpbacks 


” ‘Isla de lal 
; Plata 


For more information on these 1 
charters, check out www.galamazonas.com 


Making Every 
Dive Your Best 


1-800-348-2628 


504-385-2628 Fax 504-384-0817 
E-mail: divoboat@aol.com or 
divboat@compuserve.com 
Web: www.aggressor.com 


FLEET 


The Ultimate in Live-Aboards® 
A full service travel agency 
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RED SAIL SPORTS OFFERS VIRTUAL SCUBA 
SCHOOL: PADI and Red Sail Sports have 
teamed up to offer Virtual Scuba School, 
featuring CD-ROM or VHS tape. Instead 
of taking four to five days to complete a full 
certification course, students who study 
the PADI CD-ROM will have only two to 
three days of instruction with Red Sail 
Sports in Aruba and Grand Cayman. This 
course is perfect for people who are too 


Blue Holes. Shark i Feeding, 


Dolphin Encounters! 
Captain Tom Guarino’s 24 years experience promises the best of 


busy to take dive lessons at a local dive shop 
at night after work, during the weekends or 
during their vacation time at a resort. 

The CD-ROM is easy to install and is 
compatible with PC and Macintosh based 
systems. There is also a VHS-based course 
available for those who do not have a CD- 
ROM drive. 

PADI designed the course to make it 
user friendly, interesting and fun. The 
CD-ROM consists of five modules and 
each contains a knowledge review that 
must be completed, printed and present- 
ed to Red Sail Sports in order to move for- 
ward with the certification process. 


2661 QV/GS O 


Bahamas diving. Sea Fever is 90’ aluminum, fully air conditioned 


with double staterooms, E-6 processing and U/W video. 
FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, CALL: 


300-443-3837 or 954-202-5608 


P. O. Box 21725, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33335 
E-mail : seafever@seafever.com ¢ Website : http://www.seafever.com 





or the whales, the caverns, the critters, or the 
Hawaiian Humuhumu-nukunuku-a-pua‘a fish! 
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Dive Packages! 
Maui, Lanai & Molokini 
7 Days/6 Nights, 9 dives 


$605 pp/do 
YX 
LAHAINA 


MAU! 
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Since 1978, Lahaina Divers of Maui has been thrilling divers 
with great diving. With two custom dive boats, the 50’ 
Endeavor and the 43’ Reliant, we'll show you a 

Maui, Lanai and Molokini you'll never forget! 


Our new watersports center carries a 
complete line of snorkeling, dive and 
photo equipment. Plus, we offer a 

complete spectrum of dive classes 
: from open water completions 
to Hawaiian specialties. 

“S@, So whether you're in search of 
~ turtles, whales, caverns, the 
Humuhumu-nukunuku-a-pua’a fish 

or just updating your skills, call us! 


Go for Lahaina Divers 


1-800-998-3483 


143 Dickenson Street ¢ Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761 


E-mail: lahdiver@maui.net 
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The cost of the course is $325 on Aruba 
and $440 on Grand Cayman. Dive equip- 
ment, knowledge reviews and tests, pool 
work and four open water dives are in- 
cluded in the price. Students should book 
the course at least three weeks before 
their departure date in order to allow suf- 
ficient time to study the material. Once 
the reservation has been made, a com- 
plete Open Water Training Package, in- 
cluding CD-ROM or VHS tape, will be 
mailed directly to the customer. For 
more information or to book this course, 
call (800) 225-6425, = 


NEW MANAGERS FOR CAPTAIN MORGAN’S 
RETREAT: Captain Morgan’s Retreat, a 
beach resort on Ambergris Caye in Belize, 
recently named Hugh and Teresa Parkey 
as managers. The couple has many years 
of experience in the resort industry in 
Belize, managing live-aboard dive boats 
and atoll based resorts. They also own the 
Fort Street Restaurant and Guest House in 
Belize City, one of the premier eating es- 
tablishments in the country. 

Hugh, who has made his living from 
diving for 25 years, also owns Hugh 
Parkey’s Belize Dive Connection, which 
will soon be moving to Ambergris Caye 
and Captain Morgan’s Retreat. The oper- 
ation will offer day trips to the Turneffe 
Islands—where he has 70 dive sites 
recorded on GPS—and Lighthouse Reef 
Atoll for trips to the Great Blue Hole, Half 
Moon Caye and Long Caye. The San 
Pedro Barrier Reef diving will still be han- 
dled by local divemaster Patojo Paz. 

Captain Morgan’s Resort offers 21 
beachfront, thatched-roof casitas with a 
freshwater swimming pool and sand- 
floored bar. 

The resort is now offering a winter get- 
away special for $1,239 per person, double 
occupancy. The price includes roundtrip 
air fare from Miami, Houston or New 
Orleans (Monday through Thursday de- 
parture); roundtrip transfers; breakfast 
daily; taxes and gratuity. The offer is good 
December 15, 1997 through April 30, 1998. 

For more information, call (800) 447- 
2931, fax (218) 847-0334 or e-mail infor 
mation@captainmorgan.com. = 

















Destination 


PER NIGHT, PER PERSON, DOUBLE OCCUPANCY * Unlimited Shore Diving 


Price quoted for four (4) night stays per ¢ Unlimited airfills (for shore diving) 
person, based on double occupancy and 


is valid until December 19, 1997. Price o Superior, deluxe and studio 
includes air-conditioned accommodations : 


in a Standard room, airport/hotel transfers accommodations 
and all taxes and service charges on the 


package features. * Two repowered & refurbished 
dive boats 


800) 367-3484 vise 


Local Phone (919) 419-3484 
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Australia’s Best Diving with Mike Ball 


Scuba Zoo- 
OONT AMT: 


WINATRIP “== ye Mike 


1998 STARTING RATES OF ALIFETIME! 
OI ci Mee eae CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE oe 


Heian (eral Sea No Purchase Necessa 
7 divedays *1,818 $2,064 ry Spectacular deep wall diving with 150 ft. visibility. Guaranteed 


eT ean adn - Senba Gees plus the sncredible Yongala Wreck. 
Australia~Cod Hole 3divedas * GAZ * 755 Australia’s most prestigious and comfortable live-aboard. 
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1-888-MIKE BAL 


U.S. Office hours 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 
Fax: 520-556-9598 
http://www.mikeball.com 

e-mail: OzDive@aol.com 
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Patco’s Aqua Heat 


KEEP YOUR VVELSUT VVARI" 


BY JIM WALKER 
PHOTO BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


nyone who has worn a wetsuit 
while diving in cold water has 
wished for a way to add heat to it. 
While several methods of wetsuit 
warming have been tried, one of 
the most ingenious is the 
Aqua Heat from Patco. This 
advanced device uses DC 
current to warm a small 
heating pad worn under the 
wetsuit. (Because the pad gen- 


erates so much heat, asecond padof ~“ 


insulating neoprene is worn between 
the heating pad and the body.) 

The system includes the 5 by 9 inch, 0.8 
inch thick pad, a battery pack with tank 
mounting system, and waterproof con- 
nections. Both 6 and 12 volt systems are 
available. The total weight of the six volt 
system is 4.6 pounds in air, 2.5 pounds 
negative in the water. The 12 volt system 
(shown here) is 9.5 pounds in air and 5 


eee 


In a Fiji 


52 SKIN DIVER DECEMBER 1997 


ee —— 


pounds negative in water. Prices range 
from$199 to $299 and drysuit heating 
systems are also available. 

The battery packs are rated to a maxi- 
mum depth of 160 feet. For deeper dives 
there is an optional battery enclosure rat- 















ed to 500 feet. Other 

options include magnetic 
on/off switches, battery chargers, cas- 
es, additional batteries and a double con- 
nection (for the 12 volt system) that al- 
lows the diver to operate the heating pad 
and an Aqua Lite (underwater light) from 
the same battery pack. 

For more information contact Patco 
Service, Inc., 2515 Glencoe Road, 
Baltimore, MD 21234; (410) 444-4010 or 
fax (410) 254-9566. = 


ee Experience Paradise 
ee tvithout Boundaries... 


t Foroes Magazine’s Laucala (La-tha-la) Island, you are treated to 

a world of space and choices beyond compare. All wrapped 
in the friendly and warm Fijian hospitality that itself knows no bounds. 
Our full service dive operation will cater to your every need...there are no 
time tables or schedules. You decide 


when and we'll take you to over thirty 
world class dive sites nearoy our spectac- 
ular island located in the Northern Group 


MAGAZINE’S 
FIJI ISLAND 


of the Fiji Islands. If you don’t want to dive, 

you can fish, windsurf, snorkel, play tennis or do nothing atall. Anytime. 
Your accommodations, a private oure, is located on the beach and features 
all the modern comforts and conveniences you will need. Our staff will 
prepare your meals, make up your oure and cater to your special requests. 





' 4-800-FORBES-5 


Outside U.S. Phone (719) 379-3263 or fax (719) 379-3266 
Address: P.O. Box 149, Ft. Garland, CO 81133 
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Junior Divers 


DIVE FRE 


call for details 
(restrictions apply) 


Completion Dives Daily Advanced Course in 2 days! 


Walls ¢ Reefs « Wrecks ¢ Movie Sites ¢ Sharks © Wall Flying™ 
Multiple Dive Packages Available 





242-362-4171¢ fax 954-524-5925 
www.stuartcove.com 


Nassau © Bahamas 
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GUANAJA, Bay ISLANDS, HONDURAS REEF 
MoorincG Buoy PROJECT: The Guanaja 
Tourism Association has approved the ex- 
penditure of visitor impact fee funds to in- 
stall 30 permanent reef mooring buoys on 
Guanaja’s coral reefs. Thanks to the dedi- 
cation of Project Coordinator Sandra 
Bazley and a host of volunteers and con- 
tributors, reef mooring buoys are now 
available at most popular dive sites. 
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Call 1-800-282-8932 





Your Honduras Travel Specialists Since 1981 


P.0. Box 877 © San Antonio, FL 33576-0877 


Fax: 352-588-4158 International: 352-588-4132 
Email: info@roatan.com 
http: //www.roatan.com 
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Keeping the coral reefs healthy and alive 
is a priority for everyone on the island. The 
creation of the Guanaja Marine Reserve is 
moving forward, with this mooring pro- 
ject being the first in a series of planned 
strategies for marine conservation. 





110 foot wa 


a snorkel away from the bar 


oe 
' PEs 


ue 
. Tl open ay 
ST bRee 

Ae 





Bis CR Manat EIS nbae 
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CoOOView Resort” 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 
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For Reservations Call 1-800-282-8932 
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The installation of the buoys was a com- 
munity event, with volunteer divers pro- 
viding assistance and local resorts and oth- 
er businesses donating boats, fuel, lodging, 
meals and supplies. Reef Relief, a non- 
profit coral reef conservation organization 
based in Key West, Florida, USA was com- 
missioned to direct the project and pro- 
vide the necessary equipment and training. 

The mooring buoys require a regular 
inspection and maintenance program to 
keep them in good working order. The 
dive operations of Bayman Bay Resort on 
the north side and Posada Del Sol Resort 
on the south side of the island have agreed 
to share this responsibility. Lost or dam- 
aged buoys will be reported to them for 
immediate replacement. Since the buoys 
are community property, stealing them is 
a municipal offense, punishable by fine. 

Reef Relief has agreed to set up a buoy 
fund to purchase buoy components, 
when needed. Contributions to the buoy 
fund are tax deductible for U.S. contribu- 
tors. You can sponsor a buoy for $500 
U.S. An English/Spanish informational 
map/brochure containing information 
on the buoys, their location, the Guanaja 
Marine Reserve, the coral reef ecosystem 
and tips for eco-friendly diving, boating 
and living is being prepared for distribu- 
tion to all residents and visitors. Contact 
the Guanaja Marine Reserve c/o (504) 54 
44 43 or Reef Relief at (305) 294-3100 for 
further information. * 


HELP CREATE A NEW MARINE PARK IN 
ARuBA: Join forces and help Aruba create 
the Caribbean’s newest marine park. Not 
only will you have a hand in protecting 
the marine life of Aruba’s beautiful reefs 





The abandoned 2 70 foot Luis Brion. 


and world-class wrecks, but you'll ensure 
that diving remains the primary attrac- 
tion of Aruba for decades to come. 

In addition to helping create a marine 
park, you can also help classify Aruba as 
the #1 wreck diving destination in the 
world by encouraging the island govern- 
ment to sink the abandoned car ferry Luis 
Brion, creating a new wreck dive. 

Please send your statement of support 
to the Aruba Tourism Authority: phone 
(O11) 2978-21019, fax (011) 2978-34702 
or e-mail atanj@ix.netcom.com. In the 
U.S., write to Red Sail Sports, c/o Project 
Protect Aruba, 909 Montgomery, Suite 
601, San Francisco, CA 94133 or e-mail 
Redsail@setarnet.aw. = 
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CARIBBEAN 


Where It All Began 


| For general information on our country today toll-free: 
From USA 1-888-374-6361//1-888-358-9594//1-888-303-1336 
From Canada 1-800-563-1611 E-mail Sinn oe: net.do 
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ature and comfort combine to offer 
ma 2 refreshingly new and different 


| dive vacation experience. All-inclusive 
| packages are available at unbeatable 
introductory prices. 
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CLUB DOMINICUS BEACH 
& DIVE CENTER 


It is an all inclusive, 500 room resort 
located on one of the island’s most 
beautiful beaches. All meals, drinks, 
#” non-motorized sports, activities, 

' taxes and tips are included. An: 
_ on-site diving facility offers dive 
| trips to Catalina and Saona Islands. 


CORAL COSTA CARIBE 


BEACH HOTEL & SEA PRO 


4 Luxury, all-inclusive beach front hotel 

in Juan Dolio offers 4 restaurants, 5 

bars, watersports, & activities. Enjoy 

diving reefs, walls and wrecks with 

Sea Pro. Special excursions to Cat- 

alina Island and La Caleta. Our 
rofessional staff teaches all levels of 

ADI/SSI certifications. 


1-800-308-8132 U.S. * Fax 809-526-3141 4 
http://www.coralhotels.com : 
Circle #325 on Reader Service Card 


DON JUAN BEACH RESORT 
& TREASURE DIVERS 


| Unique modern PADI facilities built 
eee as Native fishermen village, right on 
= sCthe beach with private pier to enjoy 
the island’s best caves, wrecks, ‘ 
canyons and reefs. Next to La Caleta @ 
National Under-water Park. Tour 
| historic Santo Domingo and call for 
our great all-inclusive packages. 


| 1-800-820-1631 © Fax 809- 688-5271 
http://www.caei.com/djbr 
circle #326 on Reader Service Card 


EL PORTILLO BEACH RESORT | 
& SAMANA DIVE CENTER 


Surrender to the beauty that sur- 
rounds you: miles of unspoiled 
beaches, ever Bi sid Sah ima 
able, and a PAD I dive center o Geics 
ing exciting wall, reef, wreck and 
cavern diving. Explore villages and § 
waterfalls by jeep or horseback; all 
for one irresistible price. 
1-800-550-1869 * Fax 809-240-6104 
http://www. prieto-tours.com 
/portillo/scuba 
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FLAMENCO BEACH RESORT 
- DIVERS ACUATICAS 


New all-inclusive resort in 

Puerta Plata, offers what you want! 

6 restaurants, activities day and 

| night, direct access to beach and 

| ais ping! Explore walls, gardens, 
caverns with full service PADI 

aiveston that specializes in training. J 


1-800-545-8089 © FAx 809-320-2775 
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PUNTA CANA BEACH 
EeURT & DIVE CENTER 


| The perfect integration of a nature- 

| lovers retreat, with all the comforts 
of a luxury resort. Soak up solitude, 
or indulge in every activity imagin- 
able, including reef and fresh-water 
cavern dives with our Padi Dive 
Center, a great place to begin your 
diving experience. 


1-800-972-2139 © FAx 809-541-2286 
circle #329 on Reader Service Card 
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GOING TO 


Call us now and receive 
our free Guide to Bonaire! 
Includes maps, 

lodging 

descriptions, 

discount 

travel 


and 
seoaclin tas package 
EF : a Al prices along 


awry Sy with new 


ISLAND lodging and 


ADVENTURES | Giving options! 


CALL OUR BONAIRE EXPERTS: 
(800) 748-8733 (601) 353-7547 
FAX: (601) 353-7559 


PEELEPELL ELE EET 


arhietes Tee, | 


§ PROGRAMS FOR TEENAGERS 15-19 

) P.A.D.I. instruction and advanced ratings for certified divers 
h and referrals. Also offering: skiing, windsurfing, while living and 
» sailing aboard 47 yachts in British Virgin Islands. 17 years of / 

) teen programs at sea. 


3 P.O. BOX 5507-D, SARASOTA, FL 34277 (813) 924-6789 


Tel: 305-666-1997 * Fax: 305-666-2292 
E-mail: bahia@ gate.net 
http://www.aventuras.com/bahia-tours 


Bahia Tours 800-443-0717 


MICRONESIA 
PALAU AND TRUK 
EXCLUSIVE AIR FARES WITH 
CONTINENTAL MICRONESIA 


800-741-2178 


e-mail: scuba @ skindiver.com 
hito:/uww.Skindivercom 
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VIDEO COURSE 


Shooting Shipwrecks 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM CHURCH 





ith the increasing number of 
ships, aircraft and other man- 
made objects being sunk to cre- 
ate artificial reefs and dive sites, 
more underwater videographers are 
recording shipwrecks on tape. 

For some, shipwrecks provide a golden 
opportunity to film the fish, colorful 
corals and other marine life that live in, on 
and around wrecks. Others seek artifacts 
that were once the tools and possessions of 
past crews. A few are simply awed by the 
sheer size of a large wreck. For me, the his- 
tory of the wreck is also important. I can’t 
describe the thrill of diving the carrier USS 
Saratoga, battleship HIJMS Nagato and 
other test ships at Bikini Atoll. 

MULTIPLE DIVE SITES: Large wrecks of- 
ten offer multiple dive sites. For exam- 
ple, the bow, midships and stern of the 
Shinkoku Maru, in Truk Lagoon, offer 
completely different views. Each section 
offers more than enough subject matter 
for a video dive. Penetrate a wreck and 
you will see a new set of sites—sub- 
merged engine rooms, compartments 
filled with fish, cargo holds and artifacts 
such as a ship’s wheel or engine room 
telegraph. 

The crumpled remains of the Balboa, 
in Grand Cayman, offer multiple video 





¥ 


opportunities, day or night. Air pockets 
in the overturned hull section can be 
used for reflection shots and the pro- 
peller is an excellent background for div- 
er shots. At night the Balboa is loaded 
with octopus, lobster, multitudes of fish 
and other creatures. 

WHERE ARE WE? Even if creature close- 
ups are your main interest, use some wide 
angle shots to introduce the wreck. When 
you play your tape, viewers will want to 
know where you were. 

You can start with upward angle shots 
showing divers descending to the wreck 
or with a downward view as you descend. 
Choose part of the wreck that has promi- 
nent features such as an anchor windless 
or bridge structure. Then you can slowly 
swim along a railing or over the deck. 
Having divers in the introductory scenes 
establishes size proportion. 

GOING INSIDE: Wheelhouses, open 
holds and many other wreck interiors are 
often bright enough for navigation. 
However, some spaces below decks, such 
as engine rooms, can get dark darn soon! 
If you decide to penetrate dark spaces, 
you are combining cave diving, night div- 
ing and night video—you need special 
training! Never go in so far that you can’t 
find your way out if all your lights fail. 








Micra’ ADJ _ 
We've Added 
A New Twist To 





It's tough to improve on perfection. U.S. Divers’ Micra is 
recognized the world over as the ultimate lightweight, 

high-performance regulator. Now it’s 
taken a turn for the better. Our new 

Micra ADJ delivers all the features of our 
remarkable Micra Regulator, and adds 

| 7” the benefit of complete adjustability. 

Which means you can tailor it for specific 











environments, and customize it for varying situations. 
For example, simply twist knob to reduce sensitivity 
during surf entries or surface swims. Then fine-tune it 





to deliver air with very little demand for normal diving 
activities. Then adjust it for optimum flow control while 
ACTUAL SIZE exploring the underside of a reef upside down. Whatever 
| your diving requirements, keep your performance in perfect 
tune. See the Micra ADJ at the U.S. Divers dealer near you, 2 ~- 
and gear up with the #1 Team on the planet! 





OU.S.DIVERS 


PANQ] OY /Ne MO 
Team One, Worldwide. 


© 1996 U.S. Divers Company, Inc. http://www.usdivers.com 
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Imagine a tropical naradise island of ninadiad® 
mountains and white sand beaches fringed with © 

3 palms, where orchids grow wild and freshwater _ 

§ streams into waterfalls from natural springs. Escape 

A to this paradise at POSADA DEL SOL, aluxury | 
Spanish Villa Resort on 70 acres of reef front property, 

| featuring world class scuba diving 
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iS | on the second largest barrier reef 
> in the world. Come enjoy the - 

| : paradise withus, we'll —_ 

ts : hold your calls. 

tps 





an 


1-800. 642-3483 e (561) 624-3483 
1201 HIGHWAY ONE, SUITE 210, NORTH PALM BEACH, FL 33408 
E-mail: posadadel@aol.com * www.posadadelsol.com 


ediving *snorkeling spristine coral reef whitewater rafting *archeology trips 
ekayak *windsurting *fishing *pool *exercise & masSage *tennis *mountain hiking 
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Looking for some new Spots? 
Try the Carib Inn and Bonaire! 









CARIB 


P.O. Box 68 « Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 
Telephone (01 1) 599-7-8819 


Fax (011) 599-7-5295 
Reservations — 8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 
E-mail: caribinn@bonairenet.com 
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VIDEO COURSE 


Watch out for wires and other obstruc- 
tions and make sure someone knows your 
dive plan. 

A fine layer of silt blankets the decks in- 
side some wrecks. Thus, you must move 
slowly with minimum fin movement. If 
you kick hard and often, clouds of light 
blocking silt can dramatically reduce visi- 
bility. Believe me, there is nothing more 
terrifying than being lost inside a dark 
wreck! 

MARINE LIFE CLOSE-UPS: Shooting ma- 
rine life close-ups requires an entirely dif- 
ferent mindset than shooting wide angle 
“show them the wreck” shots. The two 
key points are: have a subject and settle 
before you start shooting. Look for some- 
thing specific, such as clownfish darting 
around ina field of anemone tentacles. 
Then, get your body under control before 
you start shooting. Too often, beginners 





Putting the gun turret of the USS Saratoga 
in the foreground makes the diver appear 
tiny and gives the shot a dramatic scale. 


start a close-up shot before they settle and 
stabilize the camera. Slow down, settle, 
choose a camera angle and adjust the im- 
age size before starting the shot. 

SHOOTING ARTIFACTS: Artifacts can 
range from large subjects, such as a tank 
on the deck of the San Francisco Maru, to 
smaller subjects such as dishes or bottles. 
One of your major goals should be to 
shoot artifacts without breaking anything. 
While it is hard to break a tank, many oth- 
er artifacts are fragile. Shoot the fragile ar- 
tifacts in their natural state. Don’t feel 
compelled to handle and move every- 
thing. I’ve seen irreparable damage done 
to books, clothing, pottery and other frag- 
ile artifacts at Truk Lagoon because they 
were handled roughly. 

CONCLUSIONS: Don’t think of a wreck as 
being just a pile of rusty metal. A wreck 
can be an underwater museum crammed 
with artifacts and home for myriad under- 
sea creatures. A wreck can provide multi- 
ple dive sites for multiple interests. = 











NAUI OrfrFers NEW RESORT PROGRAM: 
NAUI Worldwide’s new resort course 
package makes new diver training in the 
resort setting easier and more convenient 
for the participant and more cost effective 
for the provider. 

Key to the program is NAUI’s revised 
Entry Scuba Experience (Resort Course) 
Manual. It is intended for nondivers 
planning to visit a dive resort or destina- 
tion. This approach saves training time at 
the resort. The visitor reads the manual, 
completes the basic level scuba exam and 
medical history form and prepares any 
questions before arriving. No video, class- 
room or poolside lectures are required, 
although support videos are available. 
The instructor reviews the traveler’s exam 
and medical history, resolves any ques- 
tions and confined-water skills training 
can begin. 

Information on the program and the 
new NAUI Entry Scuba Experience 
Manual are available from any NAUI 
Service Center, representative or from 
NAUI Headquarters. NAUI Worldwide 
offers a full range of training programs 
from Skin Diver through Instructor 
Course Director, with dozens of specialty 
courses, including nitrox and technical 
diving. Thousands of member instruc- 
tors, affiliated stores, resorts and service 
centers are in scores of countries through- 
out the world. 

For further information on NAUI 
Worldwide members, affiliated stores, re- 
sorts and instruction, visit the NAUI 
Worldwide Web site at www. naui.org/, 
call (813) 628-6284 or write to NAUI 
Worldwide, 9942 Currie Davis Drive, Suite 
H, Tampa, FL 33619-2667. = 


TONG TO TAKE PACIFIC RIM FOR NAUI: 
Michael Tong of Kuala Lumpur will be 
NAUI Worldwide’s training representa- 
tive for the Pacific Rim. Tong will replace 
Harry Ellis of Hawaii, who recently re- 
tired after serving NAUI with distinction 
for 15 years as branch manager, sales and 
training representative. 

NAUT is experiencing rapid growth in 
the Pacific Rim region, partly owing to 
the presence of the NAUI Asia Pacific 
Service Center in Singapore and the avail- 
ability of NAUI courses and products in 
several area languages, including Korean, 
Mandarin, Malay and Japanese. 

It will be Tong’s responsibility to co- 
ordinate and support leadership train- 
ing in various Pacific Rim countries to 
meet the demand for NAUI instructors, 
divemasters and other diving leaders 
there. Among others, his service area 


will include Korea, China, Malaysia and 
other communities in the East Indies 
and South Pacific. Hawaii will not be in- 
cluded and will revert to a NAUI territo- 
ry supported from the continental U.S. 

Tong invites contact from all Pacific 
scuba facilities, resorts and schools. NAUI 
Worldwide leadership training programs 
can be arranged on-site wherever there is 
sufficient interest. 

Michael Tong may be contacted direct- 
ly at 18 Jalan Utara off Jalan Imbi, Kuala 
Lumpur 55106, Malaysia. Call (603) 241- 
5201, fax (603) 241-5202 or send e-mail 
to mike@seadvr.po.my. 


Paychecks 
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Live the Dream. 


Yes, you can make a 
great living with the 


right training 
and quality 
placement. 
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p and Busiriess Schools. Lic #94, Composite Photo: Underwater class‘on the reef at the Institute. 
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NAUI Worldwide is the world’s oldest 
nonprofit membership training agency 
organized solely to support and promote 
dive safety through education. For further 
information on NAUI programs, visit the 
NAUI Web site at www.naui.org/ or call 
NAUI Services Asia Pacific, in Singapore, 
at 65-777-5120, =3® 
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Packages (3, 5 & 7 Night) 


62 $6 7/4 dicon 


800-331-HALL(4255) 
305-743-5929 In FL 


FAX*305-743-8168 
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at Faro Blanco Resort * 1994 — ie D Marathani, FL Keys 33050 
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ivers has been Key Largo’s 
! operation for 25 years. . 
erience has taught 
| See Tada) v vant 
> tion... and | 
feady | to deliver! 








STAY WET ALL DAY AND ALL 
NIGHT! ASK FOR DETAILS - 
YOU WON’T BE SORRY! 


A special four day custom dive 
package visiting the very best 
of Key Largo’s shipwrecks, 
including the Bibb, Duane, 
and the newest addition, 

the Spiegel Grove. 


mh eI NP ere AD ee T pee 
THE “REEF SAFARI | AN‘ 
A leisurely 9:00 departure for a KEY LAR S O, FLORIDA 
three tank dive trip. Enjoy a 
whole day of diving beginning | All Ocean Divers packages are seriously 
with a wreck dive on one service oriented. You'll never have to 
of the famous Key Largo carry a tank and always be helped in 


ial) / ’ and out of the water. The dive boats are 
artificial reef sites, a drift dive state-of-the-art and feature amenities 


and shallow dive on the like freshwater showers, camera tables, 
fabulous coral reefs of Key and camera rinse tanks. 
Largo. The trip includes lunch Key Largo’s favorite dive hotel, Marina 
and beverages. Del Mar, is located directly next door 
assuring the maximum value and 
convenience dive/lodging package! 
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NAUI WORLDWIDE HEADQUARTERS 
MOVES TO FLoriDA: The National Assoc- 
iation of Underwater Instructors (NAUI) 
Worldwide has moved its headquarters to 
Tampa, Florida. Concurrent with the . 
move, the HQ will place into operation a 
totally new computer system. 

“These two actions will enable us to de- 
velop major streamlining of our opera- 
tion and to provide an even more efficient 
and effective service to our affiliate stores 
and members,” said NAUI Worldwide 
President, Jim Bram. “This will allow us to 
focus on training, product development 
and other membership needs.” 

NAUI Worldwide is the world’s oldest 
not for profit membership training agen- 
cy, organized solely to support and pro- 
mote dive safety through education. 
Formed in 1960, NAUI Worldwide offers 
a full range of training programs from 
skin diver through Instructor Course 
Director, with dozens of specialty courses 
including nitrox and technical diving. 
Thousands of member instructors, affili- 
ated stores, resorts and service centers are 
in countries throughout the world. 

For further information on NAUI 
Worldwide affiliated stores, resorts and 
diving instruction, visit the NAUI 
Worldwide Internet Web site at http:// 
www.naul.org/; write to 9942 Currie 
Davis Drive, Ste. H, Tampa, FL 33619- 
2267; or call (813) 628-6284, fax (813) 
628-8253, > 
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Allright! I canceled the 
ski trip. We'll go to the 
Caribbean! 








We Light the Underwater World... 


Designed and built in the USA for both professional and amateur photographers, 
Ikelite offers 5 models of underwater strobes to meet different needs and budgets. 
Two year limited warranty on Ikelite Substrobes. 



















































SUBSTROBE 50 & 50s 


Don't let it's size fool you, this strobe is powerful 
enough for use as a main strobe with many lenses, and 
small enough to be used as a second strobe for flash fill. 
The Substrobe 50 is the brightest and fastest recycling 

strobe in its class. The small, compact size of the 
Substrobe 50 (TTL) and 50s (slave) make them ideal for 

macro photography while powerful enough for 28 wide 
angle lenses. The 5700°K color temperature brings out 
the true colors for macro and close-ups. 


SUBSTROBE 100a 


The Substrobe 100A offers variable output and 
angle of coverage. Simply dial in a narrow 
beam for more power, dial out to cover wide 
angle lenses up to 15mm (94°) with just the 
right power for great balanced lighting. Soft- 
Lite reflector provides rich reds, oranges and 
warmer flesh tones. Built-in modeling light. 


SUBSTROBE 200 


The Substrobe 200 has state-of-the-art 
electronics which provide a blazing 200 
watt-sec. of power, recycling in an 
incredible 1.6 seconds. The SS 200 delivers 
an even ultra-wide 100° beam utilizing 
Ikelite's special soft-lite reflector which 
produces warmer, more natural colors. Built- 
in aiming light is bright enough to use asa 
night diving light. No guessing about when 
to recharge; the SS200 features an LED fuel 
gauge showing how many rolls of film can 
be exposed with the remaining charge. 


SUBSTROBE 400 
The Substrobe 400 is the most 
powerful underwater strobe offered by 
any manufacturer, producing an 
unprecedented 400 watt-sec of power 
with a beam covering an ultra-wide 
110°. Soft-lite reflector, built-in aiming 
light, 4 sec. recycle and multi-power 
settings round out the professional 
features of this powerhouse. 


50 W 33rd Street 


» * 
Indianapolis, IN 46208 
i e é e 317.923.4523 
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bo ap For additional information contact your local dive shop or send $1 to Ikelite for a catalog. 
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ADVANCED DIVING by Jeanne Bear Sleeper 
BOTTLE COLLECTING, pg. 40, Jan. 

CAVERN DIVING, pg. 14, Mar. 

THE INS AND OUTS OF CAVE DIVING, pg. 100, June 
BLUE WATER ADVENTURES, pg. 104, July 
SCIENTIFIC DIVING DEFINED, pg. 90, Aug. 
COMMERCIAL DIVING DEFINED, pg. 64, Sept. 
NIGHT DIVING, pg. 24, Oct. 


FIND YOUR PLACE IN THE DIVING INDUSTRY, pg. 142, Nov. 


NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS, pg. 111, Dec. 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATORS 

SEA QUEST DIVA QD by Tamara Collins, pg. 26, Feb. 
SCUBAPRO CLASSIC EXPEDITION by Ty Sawyer, pg. 30, Apr. 
BC BUYING BASICS by Jim Walker, pg. 23, June 

SEA QUEST BALANCE BC by Ty Sawyer, pg. 8, Sept. 
SCUBAPRO SEAHAWK by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 16, Sept. 
SCUBAPRO VENUS by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 10, Oct. 
MELTRON STRATUS by Jim Walker, pg. 86, Dec. 


CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
PRO DIVE’S ROS PROGRAM by Shirley Vanderbilt, pg. 14, Feb. 
FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE by Bill Harrigan, pg. 32, Apr. 
INTERNATIONAL DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE by Shirley 
Vanderbilt, pg. 48, May 
DIXIE DIVERS by Shirley Vanderbilt, pg. 146, June 
PRO DIVE: PERSONALITY PLUS by Bill Harrigan, pg. 112, July 
LAUNCHING A CAREER IN DIVING: INTERNATIONAL 
CAREER DIVING INSTITUTE by Bill Harrigan, pg. 14, Aug. 
OCEAN DIVERS by Stephen Frink, pg. 74, Aug. 
DIVERS UNLIMITED GOLD PROGRAM by Walt Stearns, 
pg. 76, Aug. 
EASE INTO A DIVING CAREER by Walt Stearns, pg. 132, Aug. 
SSP?S NITROX COURSE by Ty Sawyer, pg. 138, Aug. 
DIVERS UNLIMITED RETAIL TRAINING PROGRAM by Walt 
Stearns, pg. 48, Sept. 
PRO DIVE by Bill Harrigan, pg. 64, Oct. 
PRO DIVE: FUTURE TECH FRIENDLY by Bill Harrigan, 
pg. 82, Nov. 
NASDS OCEAN DIVER PROGRAM by Ty Sawyer, pg. 10, Dec. 
SCUBA INSTRUCTORS GO TO SUB SCHOOL by Bill Harrigan, 
pg. 104, Dec. 


CARIBBEAN TRAVEL 
The Bahamas 
UNEXSO AND PELICAN BAY by Stephen Frink, pg. 34, Jan. 
STUART COVE’S WALL FLYING by Stephen Frink, pg. 8, Feb. 
UNEXSO’S SHARK FEEDER COURSE by S. Frink, pg. 34, Apr. 
XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES by Bill Harrigan, 
pg. 78, May 
ESCAPE TO THE BAHAMAS by Stephen Frink, pg. 96, May 
WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES by Bill Harrigan, 
pg. 70, June 
STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN by Bill Harrigan, 
pg. 80, June 
NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE by Bill Harrigan, pg. 38, July 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE by Mona Moore, pg. 38, Sept. 
BAHAMAS GETAWAYS by Stephen Frink, pg. 50, Sept. 
RIDING ROCK INN by Walt Stearns, pg. 56, Sept. 
CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES by Bill Harrigan, 
pg. 8, Oct. 
BAHAMA DIVERS by Bill Harrigan, pg. 20, Oct. 
UNEXSO VIDEO SNORKELING ADVENTURE by Bonnie J. 
Cardone, pg. 53, Nov. 
UNEXSO by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 80, Dec. 
Bay Islands 
ROATAN’S ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT & INSTITUTE FOR 
MARINE SCIENCES by Rick Frehsee, pg. 34, Jan. 
UTILA LODGE by Rick Frehsee, pg. 134, Feb. 
ROATAN’S FANTASY ISLAND by Grace Alexis, pg. 56, Mar. 
GUANAJA’S POSADA DEL SOL by Rick Frehsee, pg. 114, May 
ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT: ROATAN by Stephen Frink, 
pg. 32, June 
BAYMAN BAY CLUB: GUANAJA by Dan Auber, pg. 82, June 
COCO VIEW RESORT: ROATAN by Rick Frehsee, pg. 52, July 
FANTASY ISLAND: ROATAN by Rick Frehsee, pg. 134, Aug. 
BAY ISLANDS 1997 TRAVEL GUIDE by R. Frehsee, pg. 86, Oct. 
LAGUNA BEACH RESORT: UTILA by Rick Frehsee, pg. 29, Nov. 
BAY ISLANDS BEACH RESORT: ROATAN by Rick Frehsee, 
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pg. 42, Nov. 
ROATAN’S NEWEST WRECK by Rick Frehsee, pg. 92, Dec. 
POSADA DEL SOL: GUANAJA by Rick Frehsee, pg. 94, Dec. 
Belize 
TURNEFFE FLATS RESORT by Rick Frehsee, pg. 106, Jan. 
TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE by Rick Frehsee, pg. 132, Feb. 
BLACKBIRD CAYE RESORT by Rick Frehsee, pg. 122, Mar. 
1997 BELIZE DIVE GUIDE by Rick Frehsee, pg. 96, Apr. 
JOURNEY’S END: AMBERGRIS CAYE by R. Frehsee, pg. 52, May 
RAMON’S VILLAGE: AMBERGRIS CAYE by Rick Frehsee, 
pg. 26, June 
MANTA RESORT by Rick Frehsee, pg. 8, July 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF by Rick Frehsee, pg. 28, Aug. 
BELIZE’S ATOLLS by Rick Frehsee, pg. 73, Sept. 
BLACKBIRD CAYE RESORT: TURNEFFE by Rick Frehsee, 
pg. 102, Oct. 
TOP 100 DIVE SITES by Rick Frehsee, pg. 100, Nov. 
Bermuda 
THE HERMES by Geri Murphy, pg. 10, Jan. 
THE MINNIE BRESLAUER by Geri Murphy, pg. 56, Feb. 
6 BEST WRECK DIVES by Geri Murphy, pg. 104, Mar. 
GROTTO BAY BEACH RESORT by Geri Murphy, pg. 86, Apr. 
WRECK DIVE CERTIFICATES by Geri Murphy, pg. 28, May 
GOLDEN RING OF WRECKS by Geri Murphy, pg. 128, June 
IRISTO by Walt Stearns, pg. 98, July 
THE MONTANA by Walt Stearns, pg. 72, Aug. 
THE NORTH CAROLINA by Walt Stearns, pg. 12, Sept. 
THE LARTINGTON by Walt Stearns, pg. 18, Oct. 
LHERMINIE by Walt Stearns, pg. 14, Nov. 
12 UNDISCOVERED TREASURE WRECKS by Robert Marx, 
pg. 136, Dec. 
Bonaire 
SAND DOLLAR RESORT by Susan Swygert, pg. 82, Feb. 
SUNSET BEACH HOTEL by Susan Swygert, pg. 30, Mar. 
HARBOUR VILLAGE by Bill Gleason, pg. 110, Apr. 
TOUCAN DIVING by Susan L. Swygert, pg. 122, May 
SAND DOLLAR RESORT by Susan L. Swygert, pg. 18, June 
BRUCE BOWKER’S CARIB INN by B. Cardone, pg. 22, Aug. 
SUNSET BEACH/SUNSET RESORTS by B. Cardone, pg. 98, Sept. 
SAND DOLLAR DIVE AND PHOTO byS. Frink, pg. 102, Sept. 
HARBOUR VILLAGE RESORT by Stephen Frink, pg. 12, Oct. 
CAPTAIN DON’S HABITAT by Stephen Frink, pg. 38, Oct. 
WATERSPORT CAPITAL OF CARIBBEAN by Stephen Frink, 
pg. 20, Nov. 
Cayman Islands 
RUSSIAN WARSHIP: CAYMAN BRAC by Walt Stearns, 
pg. 44, Jan. 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING: GRAND CAYMAN by Al Hornsby, 
pg. 104, Jan. 
TOUR OF THE CAYMAN ISLANDS by G. Murphy, pg. 91, Feb. 
BOB SOTO’S CAYMAN GOLD VACATION by G. Murphy, 
pg. 72, Mar. 
PARROTS LANDING by Walt Stearns, pg. 28, Apr. 
CAYMAN MADNESS ’97 by Geri Murphy, pg. 116, Apr. 
SEA & SEA U/W PHOTO ROUNDUP by Walt Stearns, pg. 8, May 
DON FOSTER’S: GRAND CAYMAN by W. Stearns, pg. 10, May 
SUNSET HOUSE: GRAND CAYMAN by W. Stearns, pg. 22, May 
BOB SOTO’S 40 ANNIVERSARY by Geri Murphy, pg. 92, May 
10TH ANNIVERSARY OF STINGRAY CITY by W. Stearns, 
pg. 20, June 
RED SAIL SPORTS: GRAND CAYMAN by W. Stearns, 
pg. 102, July 
IN SEARCH OF SIR TURTLE by Walt Stearns, pg. 76, Sept. 
BOB SOTO’S 40TH: GRAND CAYMAN by Geri Murphy, 
pg- 14, Oct. 
THE CANYONS AND CAVES OF GRAND CAYMAN by Walt 
Stearns, pg. 54, Oct. 
DIVI TIARA BEACH: CAYMAN BRAC byS. Frink, pg. 38, Nov. 
SUNSET HOUSE: GRAND CAYMAN by S. Frink, pg. 88, Nov. 


azine 


TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS/SLEEP INN: GRAND CAYMAN 
by Walt Stearns, pg. 112, Nov. 
Cozumel 
LA CEIBA by Rick Frehsee, pg. 118, Feb. 
DIVE PARADISE by Rick Frehsee, pg. 130, Apr. 
CASA DEL MAR by Rick Frehsee, pg. 26, May 
1997 COZUMEL DIVE GUIDE by Rick Frehsee, pg. 116, June 
DIVE HOUSE & FIESTA AMERICANA by Rick Frehsee, 
pg. 132, July 
SCUBA CLUB by Bill Gleason, pg. 10, Aug. 
DIVE PARADISE by Rick Frehsee, pg. 10, Sept. 
FIESTA INN by Rick Frehsee, pg. 104, Oct. 
DIAMOND RESORT by Rick Frehsee, pg. 12, Nov. 
SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL by Bill Harrigan, pg. 34, Dec. 
Turks & Caicos 
DIVE PROVO by Bill Harrigan, pg. 44, Feb. 
CECIL INGHAM MAKES A DIFFERENCE by Bill Harrigan, 
pg. 88, Apr. 
BLUE WATER DIVERS: GRAND TURK by Bill Harrigan, 
pg. 14, June 
DIVE PROVO’S SCUBA SAFARI by Bill Harrigan, pg. 100, July 
SEA EYE DIVING: GRAND TURK by Bill Harrigan, pg. 114, July 
PARADISE RESERVED FOR DIVERS by B. Harrigan, pg. 116, Aug. 
SEA EYE DIVING: GRAND TURK by Bill Harrigan, pg. 32, Oct. 
BLUE WATER DIVERS/SALT RAKER INN: GRAND TURK by 
Bill Harrigan, pg. 30, Dec. 
Virgin Islands 
BVI’S NANNY CAY RESORT by Bill Harrigan, pg. 76, Feb. 
RENDEZVOUS IN THE BVI by Bill Harrigan, pg. 110, June 
BASKIN IN THE SUN: BVI by Bill Harrigan, pg. 34, Oct. 
BITTER END YACHT CLUB: BVI by Bill Harrigan, pg. 54, Nov. 
USVI by Bill Harrigan, pg. 122, Nov. 
Miscellaneous Caribbean 
ANSE CHASTANET: ST. LUCIA by Bill Harrigan, pg. 38, Jan. 
LOS ROQUES: VENEZUELA by Bill Gleason, pg. 14, May 
DRIFT DIVING CERTIFICATE PROGRAM: TOBAGO by Walt 
Stearns, pg. 48, June 
CAPT. DON’S HABITAT: CURACAO by S. Frink, pg. 54, July 
ARRIBA, ARUBA by Walt Stearns, pg. 64, July 
ST. LUCIA FISHLIFE by Bill Harrigan, pg. 90, July 
ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES by Bill Harrigan, 
pg. 12, Aug. 
LOS ROQUES: VENEZUELA by Walt Stearns, pg. 66, Aug. 
PRINCESS DIVERS, PRINCESS BEACH: CURACAO by Walt 
Stearns, pg. 134, Aug. 
ST. LUCIA’S 7 BEST DIVES by Bill Harrigan, pg. 100, Sept. 
PLAZA HOTEL AND TOUCAN DIVERS: CURACAO by Walt 
Stearns, pg. 8, Sept. 
U/W PHOTOGRAPHY IN ST. LUCIA by B. Harrigan, pg. 6, Nov. 
BLUE WATERS INN/MANTA LODGE: TOBAGO by Walt 
Stearns, pg. 76, Nov. 
SEVEN JEWELS OF THE CARIBBEAN by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 
27, Dec. 
ANSE CHASTANET: ST. LUCIA by Stephen Frink, pg. 28, Dec. 
DIVE DOMINICA by Michael Lawrence, pg. 32, Dec. 
LASOURCE: GRENADA by Bill Harrigan, pg. 36, Dec. 
TOBAGO by Walt Stearns, pg. 38, Dec. 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC by Walt Stearns, pg. 41, Dec. 


COMMERCIAL DIVING 

DIVERS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY by E.R. Cross, 
pg. 6, Jan. 

DIVER’S ACADEMY OF THE EASTERN SEABOARD by Herb 
Segars, pg. 16, Feb. 


DIVE EQUIPMENT 
IKELITE’S PC & PCA LITES by Jim Walker, pg. 18, Jan. 
MARES PRESCRIPTION LENS MASKS by J. Walker, pg. 20, Jan. 
AMOEBA SCUBA GUARD by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 24, Jan. 
WHITE’S SURFMASTER METAL DETECTOR by Tamara 
Collins, pg. 42, Jan. 
SCUBAPRO 3MM SPORT WETSUIT by Ty Sawyer, pg. 62, Mar. 
MARES ESA MASK by Bill Gleason, pg. 10, June 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS SPARE AIR by Ty Sawyer, pg. 54, June 
MARES FIN BUYER’S GUIDE by Bill Gleason, pg. 10, July 
BROWNIE’S THIRD LUNG KEEL WEIGHT by Ty Sawyer, 
pg. 61, Nov. 
MANTA REEL by Ty Sawyer, pg. 95, Nov. 
PATCO’S AQUAHEAT by Jim Walker, pg. 52, Dec. 





INTELLIGENT SCUBA U/W LIGHT by J. Walker, pg. 128, Dec. 
DIVE TRAK by Jim Walker, pg. xx, Dec. 
PRINCETON TEC VORTEX U/W LIGHT by J. Walker, pg. 52, Dec. 


DIVE INSTRUMENTS 
CITIZEN SOLAR-TECH 180 WATCH by Ty Sawyer, pg. 14, Jan. 
MARES GUARDIAN COMPUTER by B. Cardone, pg. 10, Feb. 
OCEANIC DATA PLUS COMPUTER by B. Cardone, pg. 20, Apr. 
SEA QUEST FAVOR COMPUTER by Ty Sawyer, pg. 86, May 
OCEANIC DATATRANS PLUS COMPUTER by Jim Walker, 
pg. 32, Aug. 
AIR GUARD by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 104, Sept. 
SEA QUEST SUUNTO SPYDER WATCH/COMPUTER by 
Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 32, Nov. 


DIVING MEDICINE 

by Fred Bove, M.D., Ph.D. 

FLYING AFTER DIVING, pg. 129, Jan. 
DIVING FOR SENIORS, pg. 58, Feb. 
INQUIRING READERS WRITE, pg. 74, Mar. 
FREEDIVING, pg. 26, Apr. 

VERTIGO, pg. 32, May 

SQUEEZE, pg. 68, June 

MUSCLE CRAMPS, pg. 106, July 

LYME DISEASE, pg. 28, Sept. 

DIVING AND BLOOD THINNERS, pg. 46, Oct. 
UPDATE FROM THE UHMS, pg. 116, Nov. 
DIVE FITNESS, pg. 90, Dec. 


EDITORIAL 

DUSK DIVING by Bill Gleason, pg. 3, Jan. 

THE PLATINUM PRO FOUNDATION by Bill Gleason, 
pg. 6, Feb. 

WORLD’S LARGEST DIVING EVENT by Bill Gleason, 
pg. 6, Mar. 

THE ENVIRONMENTALLY CORRECT GOURMET by Bill 
Gleason, pg. 6, Apr. 

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION—-AND ADVENTURE by Bill 
Gleason, pg. 6, May 

CITIZEN SCIENCE by Bill Gleason, pg. 8, June 

“NET” DIVING by Bill Gleason, pg. 6, July 

PROJECT DIVE EXPLORATION by Bill Gleason, pg. 8, Aug. 

INNOCENT BYSTANDERS by Bill Gleason, pg. 3, Sept. 

SKIN DIVER’S EXTENDED FAMILY OF MAGAZINES by Paul 
Tzimoulis, pg. 3, Oct. 

COMING TO AMERICA by Paul Tzimoulis, pg. 3, Nov. 

CONSERVATION WORKS by Paul Tzimoulis, pg. 4, Dec. 


FLORIDA DIVING 

TOP TEN REASONS TO DIVE THE FLORIDA KEYS by S. Frink, 
pg. 27, Feb. 

SEA DWELLERS/WRECKS OF KEY LARGO by Shirley 
Vanderbilt, pg. 26, Mar. 

1997 FLORIDA DIVE GUIDE by Shirley Vanderbilt, pg. 92, Mar. 

OCEAN DIVERS UNLIMITED REEF DIVES by Stephen Frink, 
pg. 22, Apr. 

SPECIALTY CERTIFICATIONS by Stephen Frink, pg. 55, Apr. 

KEY LARGO by Stephen Frink, pg. 116, May 









DESERTED AT SEA... by Babbie Daily Joyce, pg. 138, Mar. 
WRECK DIVE FROM HELL by Gary P. Price, pg. 146, Apr. 
FAULTY EQUIPMENT by Frank Cannon, pg. 150, May 
SHALLOW WATER BLACKOUT by Stephen Pacetti, 
pg. 162, June 
BOAT [DRIFTS AWAY]...INTO THE INKY DARK OF NIGHT by 
Chip Geisel, py. 162, July 
EXCESS CAUTION...LEADS TO EMERGENCY by Mitch 
Coleman, pg.158, Aug. 
A WILD RIDE IN THE CAPE COD CANAL by David Paling, pg. iinie ae va RIBE ete S Cala 


SHIPWRECKS OF THE FLORIDA KEYS by S. Frink, pg. 35, June . s ee 
SOUTHPOINT DIVERS by Shirley Vanderbilt, pg. 52, June 7 422 ‘ it 
Sk UN tae Ra aren Se Ma aba You won't find a better diving value. We abo an exciting package 
rink, pg. 134, June > ° e . , 
rasidtt eres Cesitaias aval Madan eke do sel at about half the cost of most other live-a oard dive trips. We include: 
EG Meetblel) eee! leith, Wkly e food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
NORKELING C ALRIVER by S.Vanderbilt, pg. 66, Oct. ° ° 
MARATHON’S SHARK NURSERY by Geri Murphy, pg. 8, Nov. e accommodations tanks © weight belts 
BG: ia! Slain Ga ta On atypical trip to the Bahamas you will be able fo ony: 
CAYMAN SALVAGE MASTER WRE eri Mur 3 e e ® e ® efe 
pe. 112, Dec cei e 3 dives a day © island exploration © fishing © sailing 
AMY SLATE'S AMORAY DIVE RESORT, pg. 115, Dec. @ shell collecting © out island nightlife © lobster hunts 
SNORKEL WALT DISNEY WORLD by Joel Simon, pg. 116, Dec. ° virgin diving ° lazy days 
ILEARNED ABOUT DIVING FROM THAT ad 
.. CONCUSSION OF A FISH BOMB...by Lee Peterson, = 
pg. 134, Jan. : = 
WRECK DIVE...OUT OF AIR... by Michael Bratonja, Write of & 
pg. 158, Feb. call: Ql rego 7? KY 


CRUISES 


P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 ® (305) 888-1226 © Fax (305) 884-4214 


http://www.blackbeard-cruises.com * e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
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shark dive and warm buoyancy 
control work-shop. Stay four or 
more nights and get your open 
qualifying dives, or an upgrade: 
Advanced Open Water Diver, ab 


3 Days/2 Nights 


3360 pp 


jonditioned Room 


e Complimentary Frivalan 
Departure Dives pending Flight 
Schedules and Safety 

¢ Breakfast/Dinner Daily 
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yi snc Cannon Reef, all just 
light dives and a thrilling 


WaLKERS CaY 


In Ft. Lauderdale 95 
pad ts CAY 


HOTEL AND MARINA 
ABaCo, BaHaMas 


with Nassau Scuba Centre 


Our friendly and professional staff will 
treat you to a variety of dramatic wall 
and wreck diving, high voltage shark 

feeds and beautiful coral gardens 

from our spacious custom dive boats. 

Packages include four boat dives per day 
ina a relaxing out-island stOspHere. 


Call for our variety of all inclusive 
Dive, Hotel and Air Packages 


888-962-7728 


US Fax: (954) 462-4100 

Ph: (242) 362-1964 

Fax: (242) 362-1198 
http://www.nealwatson.com/nassau.htm 
http://www.nassau-scuba-centre.com 
e-mall: nealwatson@aol.com 

e-mail: dive@nassau-scuba-centre.com 
P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
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136, Sept. 

DIVE FLAG BECOMES...SLALOM COURSE by James W. Greir, 
PH.D., pg. 124, Oct. 

FIRST NIGHT DIVE... by Frank Cecil, pg. 148, Nov. 

BLOWN HOSE... by Bob Steiner, pg. 156, Dec. 


LIVE-ABOARD DIVING 
WAVE DANCER: BELIZE by Bill Harrigan, pg. 28, Jan. 
ANTARES III: LOS ROQUES, VENEZUELA by Walt Stearns, 
pg. 56, Jan. 
KONA AGGRESSOR II: HAWAII by B. Cardone, pg. 68, Jan. 
NEKTON PILOT: BAHAMAS by Bill Harrigan, pg. 100, Jan. 
SOLMAR V: ISLAS REVILLAGIGADOS by Walt Stearns, 
pg. 30, Feb. 
CUAN LAW: BVI by Bill Harrigan, pg. 40, Feb. 
BILIKIKI: SOLOMON ISLANDS by Jack & Sue Drafahl, 
pg. 46, Feb. 
BAY ISLANDS AGGRESSOR III by Jim Church, pg. 78, Feb. 
SEA FEVER: BAHAMAS by Stephen Frink, pg. 116, Feb. 
CAYMAN AGGRESSOR III by Martin J. Sutton, pg. 18, Mar. 
MIKE BALL: CORAL SEA by Tammy Peluso, pg. 28, Mar. 
PETER HUGHES’ SUN DANCER II: PALAU by Stephen Frink, 
pg. 40, Mar. 
REASONS TO RETURN by Carl Roessler, pg. 46, Mar. 
REMBRANDT VAN RIJN: BELIZE by Walt Stearns, pg. 108, Mar. 
CAYMAN AGGRESSOR III by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 8, Apr. 
PACIFIC STAR: AUSTRALIA by Tammy Peluso, pg. 24, Apr. 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES: BAHAMAS by W. Stearns, pg. 46, Apr. 
GALAPAGOS AGGRESSORS by Martin J. Sutton, pg. 72, Apr. 
PALAU AGGRESSOR II by Cathy Church, pg. 66, May 
SOLMAR V: SEA OF CORTEZ by Walt Stearns, pg. 82, May 
THE NAPA: FUJI by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 84, May 
BELIZE AGGRESSOR III by Al Hornsby, pg. 28, June 
BISMARK SEA: FEBRINA/STAR DANCER by Bill Gleason, 
pg. 106, June 
TURKS & CAICOS AGGRESSOR by Stephen Frink, pg. 48, July 
NEKTON PILOT: BAHAMAS by Bill Harrigan, pg. 131, July 
MOON DANCER: RED SEA by Stephen Frink, pg. 146, July 
MANTHIRI & MADIVARU 7: MALDIVES by Al Hornsby, 
pg. 40, Aug. 
OKEANOS AGGRESSOR by Stan Waterman, pg. 50, Aug. 
TEN REASONS TO DIVE COCO ISLAND by Brad Gerber, 
pg. 94, Aug. 
FEBRINA: BISMARCK SEA by Stephen Frink, pg. 6, Sept. 
WINDJAMMER BAREFOOT CRUISES: BELIZE by Bill 
Harrigan, pg. 26, Sept. 
TELITA: PAPUA NEW GUINEA by Bob Halstead, pg. 54, Sept. 
NEKTON PILOT by Bill Harrigan, pg. 80, Sept. 
TRUK AGGRESSOR II by Cathy Church, pg. 50, Oct. 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES: THE BAHAMAS by Walt Stearns, 
pg. 80, Oct. 
THE CARIBBEAN EXPLORER: SABA/ST. KITTS by Bill 
Harrigan, pg. 46, Nov. 
BOTTOM TIME II: BAHAMAS by Walt Stearns, pg. 50, Nov. 
FIJI AGGRESSOR by Stan Waterman, pg. 44, Dec. 
WIND DANCER: BAY ISLANDS by Rick Frehsee, pg. 72, Dec. 
SEA FEVER: BAHAMAS by Stephen Frink, pg. 121, Dec. 


MARINE LIFE 

7 LEVELS OF SHARK AWARENESS by P. Tzimoulis, pg. 30, Jan. 
PSYCHO ’CUDAS by Geri Murphy, pg. 14, Apr. 

SNORKELING WITH SEAHORSES by T. Peluso, pg. 126, Dec. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
DAN MEMBER SERVICES by Ty Sawyer, pg. 8, Jan. 
BOOK REVIEW: GUIDE TO MARINE LIFE by Ty Sawyer, 
pg. 42, Feb. 
SSI PLATINUM PRO 5000 by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 120, Feb. 
U/W CLEANUP 96 by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 24, Mar. 
SEA QUEST SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS by Ty Sawyer, 
pg. 16, June 
WHAT?S R.E.E.F.? by Bill Gleason, pg. 132, June 
1997 WORLD U/W CLEANUP by Bill Gleason, pg. 158, June 
PADI OPEN WATER CD-ROM by Ty Sawyer, pg. 134, July 
PADI ADVANCED OPEN WATER VIDEO by Ty Sawyer, 
pg. 16, Aug. 
OCEAN FEST HOSTS U/W CLEANUP by Bill Gleason, 
pg. 18, Aug. 
QUICKSILVER INFLATABLES by Stephen Frink, pg. 53, Aug. 
PADI’S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RECREATIONAL DIVING 
by Ty Sawyer, pg. 14, Sept. 
OCEAN FEST ’97 by Bill Gleason, pg. 18, Sept. 











1997 UNDERWATER CLEANUPS by Bonnie J. Cardone, 
pg. 90, Sept. 
ATLANTA’S EQUIPMENT AND TRAVEL EXPO by Tamara 
Collins, pg. 94, Sept. 
U.S. DIVERS CREDIT CARD by Ty Sawyer, pg. 35, Oct. 
SCUBA EXTASEA ’97 by Tamara Collins, pg. 44, Oct. 
DEMA ASIA ’97 by Tamara Collins, pg. 57, Oct. 
THE JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU INSTITUTE by Tamara 
Collins, pg. 99, Oct. 
ROB SHIRLEY’S PRO 48 by Walt Stearns, pg. 108, Oct. 
JACQUES-YVES COUSTEAU by JM Cousteau, pg. 64, Nov. 
PIPIN’S RECORD DIVE by Tamara Collins, pg. 84, Dec. 
MOHAWK SHIPWRECK: NEW JERSEY by H. Segars, 
pg. 133, Dec. 


PACIFIC DIVING 
Fiji 
THE FIJI ISLANDS DIVE GUIDE by Tammy Peluso, pg. 82, Jan. 


TAVEUNT’S GARDEN ISLAND RESORT by T. Peluso, pg. 86, Feb. 


FIJI FORBES LAUCALA by Jack & Sue Drafahl, pg. 44, Mar. 

NAMALE RESORT: SAVUSAVU by J. & S. Drafahl, pg. 114, Apr. 

VATULELE by Tammy Peluso, pg. 24, May 

MATANA BEACH RESORT AND DIVE KADAVU by Jack & Sue 
Drafahl, pg. 38, June 

SECRETS OF DIVING FIJI by Jack & Sue Drafahl, pg. 92, July 

DIVE TAVEUNI by Jack & Sue Drafahl, pg. 104, Aug. 


MATANGI ISLAND RESORT by Jack & Sue Drafahl, pg. 108, Sept. 


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLANDS RESORT by Jack & 
Sue Drafahl, pg. 6, Oct. 

FIJI FORBES LAUCALA by Jack & Sue Drafahl, pg. 98, Nov. 

Micronesia 


YAP’S MYSTERIOUS STONE MONEY byG. Murphy, pg. 102, Jan. 


NECO MARINE DIVERS: PALAU by Al Hornsby, pg. 42, Mar. 

MAGNIFICENT MICRONESIA by Al Hornsby, pg. 84, June 

MAGICAL GUAM by Al Hornsby, pg. 16, July 

SAM’S DIVE TOURS: PALAU by Al Hornsby, pg. 28, July 

CARP ISLAND RESORT: PALAU by Al Hornsby, pg. 22, Oct. 

GUAM, YAP & PALAU by Al Hornsby, pg. 68, Nov. 

PALAU PACIFIC RESORT by Al Hornsby, pg. 88, Dec. 

Miscellaneous Pacific 

DISCOVER COSTA RICA by Geri Murphy, pg. 22, Jan. 

ED ROBINSON’S: MAUI by Tammy Peluso, pg. 24, Feb. 

LAHAINA DIVERS: MAUI by Astrid Witte & Casey Mahaney, 
pg. 12, May 


LAHAINA DIVERS: MAUI by A. Witte & C. Mahaney, pg. 14, July 


THE SOLOMONS by Astrid Witte & Casey Mahaney, pg. 106, Aug. 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA’S WALINDI PLANTATION by Tammy 
Peluso, pg. 100, Oct. 


PHOTOGRAPHY 
EWA-MARINE VIDEO HOUSINGS by B. Cardone, pg. 58, Jan. 
SEA & SEA MX-10 by Jack & Sue Drafahl, pg. 18, Feb. 
IKELITE’S MACRO MOUNT AND SUBSTROBE 50 by Bonnie J. 
Cardone, pg. 16, Mar. 
CLOSE-UPS: NIKONOS 15MM LENS by G, Murphy, pg. 60, Mar. 
GREAT U/W PHOTOS IN EIGHT DAYS by G. Murphy, 
pg. 90, Mar. 
1996 NIKONOS SHOOTOUT WINNERS by Tamara Collins, 
pg. 38, Apr. 
IKELITE’S SUBSTROBE 400 by Bonnie J. Cardone, pg. 38, May 
NIKONOS HOT SHOTS: MACRO by Geri Murphy, pg. 58, May 
1997 NIKONOS SHOOTOUTS by Bill Gleason, pg. 110, May 
SEA & SEA MX-10 by Jack & Sue Drafahl, pg. 12, June 
FISH PICTURES WITH THE 35MM by Geri Murphy, pg. 34, June 
SEA & SEA MX-10 WITH MACRO LENS by Jack & Sue Drafahl, 
pg. 22, July 
WIDE ANGLE 15MM by Geri Murphy, pg. 67, July 
SAVING YOUR FLOODED NIKONOS V by Bob Warkinton, 
pg. 38, Aug. 
SEA & SEA MX-10 WITH CLOSE-UP LENS by Jack & Sue 
Drafahl, pg. 78, Aug. 
AQUATICA N90 by Geri Murphy, pg. 136, Aug. 
SEA & SEA YS-120 AND YS-30 by Jack & Sue Drafahl, pg. 22, Sept. 
DOIT WITH THE DOME by Geri Murphy, pg. 36, Sept. 
SEA & SEA MX-10 WITH 20MM LENS by Jack & Sue Drafahl, 
pg. 8, Sept. 
J.W. FISHERS DV-1 U/W VIDEO by B. Cardone, pg. 82, Oct. 
SEA & SEA CX-600 by Jack & Sue Drafahl, pg.14, Dec. 


REGULATORS 

MARES RUBY REGULATOR by Bill Gleason, pg. 30, Apr. 

CHOOSING A REGULATOR by Jim Walker, pg. 35, May 

U.S. TECH’S EX REGULATOR by Jim Walker, pg. 146, June 

SCUBAPRO MK 20 ULTRALIGHT & G500 by Jim Walker, 
pg: 30, July 

OCEANIC GAMMA by Jim Walker, pg. 36, July 

MELTRON’S SABA by Jim Walker, pg. 68, Sept. 








the Wyndham Way. * 


jo € Of Cahicad tl > te- f , ie- + r e ' 
peration to offer the ideal Dive Kesort option 
in St. Lucia at an unbeatable price. 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES Toll Free—U.S. and Canada 
Local (954) 462-3400 ° Fax (954) 462-4100 
http://www.nealwatson.com/stlucia.htm 
E-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
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A Neal Watson's Undersea Adventures Affiliate 
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"Oilistanding Resort 
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Freepo " e 
Bahamas 
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Dives 


The only 

ocean front resort 
in Freeport wi 
Dive shop on 


Xanadu Undersea 
Adventures offers up to 
4 dives daily including 
night dives, wrecks, 
hand feeding sharks, 
walls, instruction & 
rental. Enjoy our 
private beach, pool, 
tennis. We’re minutes 
from golf, casino & 
shopping. 


165, BEACH RESORT AND MARINA 
: (954) 462-3400 
800-327-8150 (954) 462-4100 (Fax) 
XANADU (242) 352-3811 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES ~ PO. Box 21766, 


Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL 33335 








FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA 
A Neal Watson’s Undersea Adventure Affiliate 


http://www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm 
www.Bahamasvg.com/xanadudive.html « or e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
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tl N D EX MATCHING JUMBLE, pg. 32, Feb. 
ANALOG SUBMERSIBLE PRESSURE GAUGES, pg. 20, Mar. 
SIGNALING TECHNIQUES, pg. 137, June 
LEGAL ASPECTS OF SCUBA DIVING, pg. 110, July 

SCUBA ACCESSORIES 


VISUAL CORRECTION FOR DIVERS, pg. 58, Sept. 
BUBBLE TROUBLE MATCHING, pg. 26, Oct. 
OXYGEN, pg. 120, Nov. 

TWO BY TWO, pg. 12, Dec. 


SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Ty Sawyer, pg. 26, Jan. 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Ty Sawyer, pg. 22, Feb. 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Ty Sawyer, pg. 106, Mar. 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Ty Sawyer, pg. 18, Apr. 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Ty Sawyer, pg. 24, July 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Ty Sawyer, pg. 24, Aug. 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Ty Sawyer, pg. 30, Sept. 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Ty Sawyer, pg. 19, Oct. 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Ty Sawyer, pg. 40, Nov. 
SCUBA ACCESSORIES by Tamara Collins, pg. 124, Dec. 


SHARKS YOU SHOULD KNOW by Bonnie J. Cardone 
THE VARIED CARPETSHARK, pg. 11, Feb. 
THE BASKING SHARK, pg. 71, Apr. 


SNORKELING TOURBOOK 

DUSK SNORKELING by Joel Simon, pg. 60, Jan. 

U/W LIGHTS AND MARKERS by Tamara Collins, pg. 61, Jan. 
SNORKELING AT DUSK by Joel Simon, pg. 62, Jan. 

THE TWILIGHT TRANSITION by Tammy Peluso, pg. 64, Jan. 


EY LARGO jf DIVER 


Dive with someone you know. Stay with someone you trust. 


SCUBA QUIZ by Dennis Graver 
SUM PHYSICS, pg. 124, Jan. 





Sea Dwellers has over 25 years 


Hotidiay San 


ey Resort’ 


experience d IVING Pennekamp 
Park and the Marine 
Sanctuary! Attractive dive or 


DIVE BOAT ONLY STEPS FROM 
YOUR DOOR 


CASINO BOAT 
TWO LARGE POOLS & JACUZZI 
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 


snorkel packages with the 
Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort 


home of Holiday Casino 


Ask about... 
KIDS DIVE 








2 Nights/3 Days 
6 FALL SPECIAL 


STAY FREE $217 00 vvvce 


SEA DWELLERS DIVE CENTER 


800-451-3640 
http://www.sea-dwellers.com/keylargo/ ¢ (305) 451-3640 
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YMAN BAY CLUBI 


Guanaia - Honduras | 
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Beneathamaijestic FF 
moon in a treehouse 
that rises above 
the cares of the world, 
rests paradise 


Come dive our | 
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beautiful reefs 
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call now 
1-800-524-1823 | 


Website: www.baymanbayclub.com » E-mail: info@baymanbayclub.com 
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BUDDY DIVE: BONAIRE by Joel Simon, pg. 66, Jan. 

GREAT SNORKELING ADVENTURES by J. Simon, pg. 60, Feb. 

THE WHALE SHARK by Tammy Peluso, pg. 61, Feb. 

SNORKELING WITH SENOR BIG by T. Peluso, pg. 62, Feb. 

THREE FINS FOR ADVENTURE by Ty Sawyer, pg. 64, Feb. 

BECOME A DRIFT SNORKELER by Joel Simon, pg. 78, Mar. 

ENJOYING THE CURRENT’S...RIDE by T. Peluso, pg. 79, Mar. 

A DRIFT SNORKEL by Tammy Peluso, pg. 80, Mar. 

SNORKEL CANCUN by Clay Wiseman, pg. 84, Mar. 

FREEDIVING by Joel Simon, pg. 76, Apr. 

CARLOS EYLES: FREEDIVING PHOTOGRAPHER by Tammy 
Peluso, pg. 77, Apr. 

BONAIRE’S PLAZA RESORT by Joel Simon, pg. 78, Apr. 

THE POWER OF FREEDIVING by Bill Gleason, pg. 80, Apr. 

A SNORKELER’S LOVE AFFAIR WITH PHOTOGRAPHY by 
Joel Simon, pg. 68, May 

SEALIFE REEFMASTER by Tamara Collins, pg. 69, May 

TAKE GREAT SNORKELING SNAPSHOTS by Jack and Sue 
Drafahl, pg. 70, May 

THE ALLURE OF THE USVI by Tamara Collins, pg. 74, May 

A TOUCHY SUBJECT—GLOVES by Joel Simon, pg. 58, June 

LOW VOLUME MASKS by Tamara Collins, pg. 59, June 

SUNSET BEACH HOTEL by Joel Simon, pg. 60, June 

THE REEFS CONDO CRITTERS by Tammy Peluso, pg. 65, June 

TEACH YOUR KIDS TO SWIM by Joel Simon, pg. 76, July 

DISCOVER THE U/W WORLD AS A FAMILY by Joel Simon, 
pg. 77, July 

PISCINE CURIOSITIES: STRANGE MATING RITUALS AND 
LIFESTYLES by Tammy Peluso, pg. 78, July 

SNORKEL SETS FOR KIDS by Tamara Collins, pg. 80, July 

NAUPS COLORFUL GUIDE FOR SNORKELING KIDS by 
Tamara Collins, pg. 134, July 

WHAT IS ESSENTIAL FOR SNORKELERS? by Joel Simon, 
pg. 80, Aug. 

SIX ACCESSORIES by Staff Editors, pg. 81, Aug. 

LOTS OF GOODIES FOR FUN IN THE WATER by Joel Simon, 
pg. 82, Aug. 

MARINE ANIMALS THAT CUT, BITE AND STING by Tammy 
Peluso, pg. 84, Aug. 

SNORKELING—AN ACTIVITY THAT LASTS A LIFETIME by 
Joel Simon, pg. 85, Sept. 

THE GOLDEN YEARS: IT’S THE SEASON FOR SNORKELING 
by Joel Simon, pg. 86, Sept. 


TECHNIFACTS by E.R. Cross 

The Grosvenor, Undersea Surveillance and Hypothermia, 
pg. 126, Jan. 

Safe, Successful Commercial Diving, pg. 75, Feb. 

Solve a Mystery and Keep Warm in the Cold, pg. 58, Mar. 

Return to the Grosvenor and the Diamond Knot, pg. 34, May 

Reading the Water, pg. 30, June 

More on Reading the Water, pg. 46, July 

The Grunge Line, pg. 52, Aug. 

Pollution, pg. 40, Sept. 

Taravana in Pearl Divers; Crown of Thorns Conspiracy, 
pg. 40, Oct. 

Where Have All the Pearls Gone’, pg. 56, Nov. 

High Altitude Diving, the Tampico and More, pg. 46, Dec. 


UNDERWATER VIDEO COURSE by Jim Church 

VIDEO AT NIGHT, pg. 34, Mar. 

THREE KEY SHOTS, pg. 44, Apr. 

SHOOTING FOR THE TV SCREEN, pg. 54, May 
IMPROVING YOUR SHOTS, pg. 124, June 

VISUAL CONTINUITY, pg. 135, July 

UNDERWATER VIDEO FOR SENIOR DIVERS, pg. 68, Aug. 
FOCUSING TECHNIQUES, pg. 139, Nov. ; 
SHOOTING SHIPWRECKS, pg. 56, Dec. 
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Fiji AGGRESSOR COZUMEL *¢ NOCATTLEBOATS ¢« COZUMEL * NO CATTLEBOATS 
(Continued from Page 46) 


There is a ravine in the bommie called 
The Cathedral, one of the most enchant- 
ed passages I have ever dived. It is entered 
from the side of the wall 30 feet down. 
Giant blood-red seafans, eight feet across, 
flank the sides. Lush soft corals in brilliant 
shades of red, yellow, blue and white hang 
from the rim of the passage like adorn- 
ments for a Babylonian tower. Shafts of 
sunlight pierce the soft coral branches and 
dance and flicker upon the bottom. 

In the rubble approaching the entrance 
to The Cathedral are dozens of Poison 
Bristleworms, a nudibranch with lacy frill, 
often blue or green and about three to 


Cozumel’s newest 
PADI 5-Star Dive 
Center and Nitrox 


AGGRESSOR FLEET VESSELS ‘Facility 
No. of Cruise 
Vessel Length Divers Length Price* 


Bay Islands 
Aggressor Ill 
Honduras 


Belize Aggressor III} 110 
Belize 


Cayman 
Aggressor Ifl 
Cayman Islands 
Fiji Aggressor 

Fiji 

Galapagos 
Aggressors I/II 
Ecuador 

Kona Aggressor Il 
‘Hawaii 


FIESTA INN™ 


Se. =a 
ee a é i OTEL a 


vee = bs AS 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 


i= mm SOO-710-8805 
=| = 
WA 206-441-3483 © FAX 206-441-5431 
on E-mail: dive@divetropical.com 
tA hal seaber! Be Ee com 


Okeanos Aggressor : 400° a 
Costa Rica 


Palau Aggressor Il SOF) Sa Sc Ba OU ek BLL pa ee 


WNZOD « SLVOEATILLVD ON © TSIWNZOD « SIVOSATLLVD ON TSINNZOD ¢ SLVOEATLLIVD ON ¢ TSINNZOD 





*Special cruises, such as those with Jean-Michel Cousteau, Stan 
Waterman or Jim Church, cost more but there are also cruises offered at 
discount rates—ask when you book! 
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four inches long. A pair of banded anten- 
nae proceeds it as it moves through the 
rubble. It isa macro photographer’s 
dream, as are the gobies with their con- 
sorts, the Blind Shrimp, who toil cease- 
lessly to keep the pair’s den clear. 


The water is surprisingly chilly (74°F), Before you buy or upgrade your equipment: 








for this is September, the end of winter in 

Fiji. I arta a full 5mm wetsuit FREE ADVICE 

with undervest for the winter months. In Whether you're a First-time Diver or a Dive Instructor, now you can talk 
summer, a 3mm jumpsuit should be fine. to a Central Certified Scuba Diver before you waste your time and money. 
On my trip the Fiji Aggressor’s hottub was FREE CATALOG 

hugely popular. Just call, toll-free, and ask for the Central Skin Divers 


Body heat restored, we replaced our lost Catalog Listing of recommended Name-Brand Equipment, 
calories with cheeseburgers, fries and a 


green salad in the sun. The chef, Iliesa with no obligation to buy anything, now or ever. 


Finau, directed the cuisine at the Jean- Call now: 1- $ O QO - S 3- S C U B A 


Michel Cousteau Resort. The chow is CS Bea £55 SS FS Ae Re 6 
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FIJI AGGRESSOR 


abundant, varied and excellent. The tradi- 
tion of restorative and delicious soups on 
the Aggressor Fleet vessels is well served. 
The salon, with comfortable sofas that 
invite napping, has a wetbar, an enter- 
tainment center with a 32 inch TV, a well- 
stocked library with fish I.D. books, 
Hollywood movies and CDs for the stereo 
system that selectively reaches all decks. 
So, if you want to escape the gravel voice 
of Louis Armstrong while snoozing in 








Start yours today at 





For more than a quarter of acentury 
we have provided a comprehensive 
training program: U/W welding & 
burning, Haz-Mat, NDT 
inspection, U/W TV, 
photo & ROV, hot water 
systems, hydraulic tools, 






and rigging, ¥ 
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IF YOU'RE WILLING TO GO TO WHERE THE WORK IS 
AND WILLING TO WORK HARD, COMMERCIAL 
DIVING MIGHT BE THE CAREER FOR YOU. 


COMMERCIAL DIVING IS A REWARDING CAREER... 
Call today for your FREE career package 


1-800-634-8377 


In Seattle, WA : (206) 783-5542 * e-mail: dit@wolfenet.com 
Check out our new website at: http://www.diveweb.com/dit 


one of the four net hammocks slung in 
the shade of the upper sundeck, you can 
do so without enraging the jazz fans on 
the next deck down. 

There’s a soda fountain that dispenses 
soft drinks and soda water, a wine bilge 
(that’s the boating version of a wine cel- 
lar) with a stock of excellent Australian 
wines and full stock of booze for aging 
perverts such as me. 

The night dives begin at dusk, with just 
enough light to scope out the terrain be- 
fore darkness embraces the reef. Thus, 
dinner is served after the night dives. The 
timing was applauded by all of us Sybarites 
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aboard. With the day’s diving ended we 
could have a cocktail and then comple- 
ment the fresh fish or roast lamb witha 
Chardonnay or a Cabernet Sauvignon 
Chiraz 96. The price is right—all drinks 
are on the house. However, and in keeping 
with policy on all live-aboard dive boats, 
alcoholic beverages are off limits to divers 
in action during the diving day. 

The crew of a live-aboard dive boat can 
make or break the trip. I have been on 
boats that left much to be desired but the 
experience was salvaged by a bright, at- 
tentive and thoroughly qualified crew. A 
Fijian crew is almost predestined to be 
good. They are born mariners, cheerful, 
strong, outgoing and highly intelligent. 
The men are big, their strong faces often 
punctuated by flashing white smiles. Our 
divemaster, Fiji Bear, is a great mass of 
muscle and smiles. He came to the boat 
with more than 11,000 dives behind him 
and, putting it modestly, has an intimate 
knowledge of the reefs. He was my macro 
eyes and could spot a leaffish where I saw 
only blank coral. 

Captain Troy Parker and his wife, 
Trinka, are veteran Aggressor managers, 
having transferred from the Truk 
Aggressor II. The command of this newest 
and finest flagship was a major and covet- 
ed plum, well earned by these two compe- 
tent, socially delightful professionals. 

Fiji Bear has strong family ties to the 
village of Motu Riki on the island of Niu 
Basaga. Only with the permission of the 
village chief is the Aggressor allowed to 
launch its divers into the rich marine en- 
vironment of the nearby lagoon. We 
dived a coral head there that was fes- 
tooned with nudibranchs. Being addicted 
to macro shooting, Iam quite mad for 
nudibranchs. Last night I dreamt of the 
field day I had on that coral head and 
woke up sobbing. 

Our arrival off Motu Riki occasioned 
great and joyous activity ashore. A visit to 
the village to share a kava ceremony with. 
them is part of the Fiji Aggressor itinerary. 
For the village, for whom life rolls by on a 
little changing course, a visit by the boat is 
an opportunity for a party. There is noth- 
ing commercial about it. The pleasure in 
making new friends is reciprocal; the vil- 
lage is proud of its traditions and the 
quality of its hospitality. 

In the thatch-sided meeting house, sit- 
ting on the woven mat in a semi-circle, 
we faced the village adults with a small 
gaggle of excited children. In the center 
was the great, carved kava bowl. The 
muddy brew is prepared by mixing water 
with the pulverized roots of the kava 
plant. Let’s pass over a description of the 
taste and point out how relieved we were 
to learn the finished brew had not been 
created by old women chewing the kava 
and spitting it into the bowl. That was the 








old, traditional way. These days it is pul- 
verized in a mortar and mixed with wa- 
ter. There is a slight Novocaine effect. No 
one gets hammered. But, you must down 
the cup, bottom-up, when it is passed to 
you and observe a ritual of clapping. 
During the course of our visit, the cup 
was frequently passed. 

The women performed a dance, pan- 
tomiming to a Fijian folk song. Three 
guitars were led by Fiji Bear, a stick and 
log providing the beat; the music and 
laughter filled the house and flowed out 
over the village. Children crowded by the 
open doors, hopping with the rhythm 
and skylarking. 

When the women had finished, they 
advanced upon us men in the audience— 
not without some alarm on our part— 
pulled us up into dancing position, cir- 
cled our waists with strong, brown arms 
and impelled us into their dance. 
Fortunately, an Arthur Murray dance 
course was not required for full com- 
mand of the step. It was four steps for- 
ward, four steps back, over and over 
again. The village men pulled the women 
into the terpsichorean melee, conga lines 
were formed, circle variations coalesced 
and evaporated. What the dance might 
have lacked in sophistication, it made up 
in sheer energy and joy. It was a hoot! 

Given the warm appeal of these people, 
reflected in the crew, and the apex quality 
of the boat, one has a marriage made in 
heaven. Fiji and her new lady, the Fiji 
Aggressor, provide some of the happiest 
adventures in diving I have encountered. 

Not until almost the last day of the 
week’s tour did I ask Trinka about the 
cage close to the hottub on the salon deck 
and learned—to my astonishment—that 
it was an elevator for handicapped guests. 
It descended one deck down to the dive 
deck, which is also the cabin deck. I then 
realized the seat built into my cabin 
shower, along with the special railings 
and wide doors, were all thoughtfully 
provided for handicapped divers. 

But why not? The Fiji Aggressor may well 
deserve the title of “First” among her peers. 

For more information or reservations, 
contact the Aggressor Fleet at (800) 348- 
2628, (504) 385-2628, fax (504) 384- 
0817. You can send e-mail to divboat@ 
compuserve.com or visit the Web site at 
www.aggressor.com. Oh yes, you can al- 
so write to P.O. Box 1470, Morgan City, 
LA 70381-1470, = 
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The 5-Star Dive Center 
with the Personal Touch 


800-650-2084 
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British Virgin Islands 
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7 Nights 


ron $997 


Per person, dbl. occ. Plus service 
charges and taxes Exp. 4/10/98 


| Great |= 
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WORLD CLASS DIVING 


SOCORRO ISLANDS YET SO CLOSE... SEA OFCORTEZ 


The 112 foot Solmar V is the most luxurious 
live-aboard operating in Mexico. Based in Cabo 
San Lucas, the Solmar V offers trips in the 
summer to the Sea of Cortez and in the winter to 
the Socorro Islands (Revillagigedos), the last 
unexplored diving legend of Mexico. Encounters 
with schooling Hammerheads, giant Mantas, 
whale sharks, sea lions and migratory whales are 
likely. Individuals, groups and private charters 
welcome... Call for more live-aboard info! 





Located on the tip of The Baja Peninsula, the 
Solmar is a secluded resort of intimate size that 
straddles the Sea of Cortez and the Pacific Ocean. 
Walking distance from town, all rooms are 


_ air-conditioned suites with private balconies. 
| Shopping, nightlife, heel ota “ 
| pools/jacuzzi, golfing, fishing or 
: beatae white sand b 
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LAPORTE’S SKINDIVING SHOP CELE- 
BRATES ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY: Wayne 
and Judy LaPorte, owners of LaPorte’s 
Skindiving Shop in Newbury, New 
Hampshire, have been diving longer than 
many of their students have been alive. 
Their shop is celebrating its 40th anniver- 
sary this year. 

The LaPortes are still diving and still 
enjoying it; they have seen a lot of changes 
in the past four decades. They started div- 
ing with a double hose regulator and 
homemade suits. 

They were self-taught divers simply be- 
cause there wasn’t anyone around to 
teach them. If things didn’t work right the 
first time, they tried something different 
the next time. 





The LaPortes consider the BC the best 
improvement made to diving in the last 
40 years. Before the BC, they point out, 
divers were hard pressed to stay on the 
surface any length of time. If it became a 
real problem, they dropped their weight- 
belts in order to float more easily. 

Through the years Wayne and Judy have 
been called upon to search for nearly ev- 
erything imaginable and some things near- 
ly unimaginable in Sunapee Lake: boat 
motors, glasses, whole boats, false teeth, a 
glass eye and even a toupee (twice!). 

Every year just before midnight, Wayne 
and Judy go under Sunapee’s ice to see the 
New Year in underwater. They have taken 
to heart the old Roman saying, “What 
you are doing when the New Year arrives, 
you will do often during the year.” The 
LaPortes can’t think of anything they'd 
rather be doing during the year than div- 
ing. It still gives them a natural high near- 
ly every time they go, even after 40 years. 

For more information on Wayne and 
Judy LaPorte’s Skindiving Shop, write to 
1053 Route 103, Newbury, NH 03255 or 
call (603) 763-5353. "3 
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A beachside island paradise with diving, fishing, snorkeling, 
Fell fale motarom dare ieiaiiale p 


Daily tours to the Mayan Ruins of Belize 


Experience the ultimate in diving aboard our new Pro 42 featuring 
one day trips to Lighthouse Reef, the Blue Hole & Turneffe 


Relive the memory with a custom made video 
from Joe Miller Photo Pro Center. 


Fee! fhe MASIC 
Call 1-800-Magic 15 


601-649-1990 © fax 601-649-1996 


~~ 
BELIZE DIVE ene: 


Instruction 

Specialty Courses 

Over 20 YearsiExperience 

Dive Packages and Charters 
Minutes Away fromthe Barrier. Reef 


TOLL FREE 1-888-2-BELIZE 
] BBB: 235403 
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“Hugh Parkey is one of 
the most knowledgeable 


Divemasters in Belize” 
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BELIZE CITY 
ANIBERGRIS CAYE 


INTERNATIONAL 01 1-501-2-34526 ® FAX 01 1 -501-2-78808 
E-mail: fortst@btl_net * www.belizenet.com:hpbzdvcon.htm| 
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VISIT THE BEST RESORTS ON THE ATOLLS 
ed ra 


ON GLOVER'S ATOLL! 


PDA ae 
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Imagine Diving the Area Equal to Grand Cayman, 
Bonaire or Cozumel with Only 27 Other Divers... 
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800-326-1724 Fax 310-937-6473 
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ASK ABOUT BLACKBIRD & MANTA RESORT’S 
_ SEASONAL SPECIALS AND OUR FREE OFFER FOR GROUPS OF 8 OR MORE 


AL BLACKBIRD Perverts Merce 
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Call 800-874-0118 or fax 770-534-8290. 
www.turneffelodge.com 
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Top: The 120 foot Wind Dancer carries a 
maximum of 20 guests to the best sites in the 
Bay Islands. Middle photo above: An Azure 
Vase Sponge blooms on West End Wall off 
Roatan. Above: Elegant table settings create 
the proper mood for the evening meal. 
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Bay Islands. 





Live-Aboard Adventures 
ON PETER HUGHES’ WIND DANCER 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICK FREHSEE 


s you approach the isthmus of 
Central America from the Carib- 
bean you are apt to encounter the 
Islas de la Bahia, or the Bay 
Islands—a string of idyllic island gems 
that appear too beautiful to be real. This is 
precisely the route taken by Christopher 
Columbus during his fourth and final 
voyage to the New World in 1502. 
Approaching first the islands and then the 
coast, Columbus called the area 
Honduras, which means deep- 
water or deep sea. Today, this is 
the special realm of the Wind 
Dancer, Peter Hughes’ luxury 
dive live-aboard. Cruising the 
waters of the Bay Islands of 
Honduras, Wind Dancer contin- 
ues the Peter Hughes tradition of 
combining excellence in accom- 
modations and service with the 
best diving areas of the world. 

As revealed by Wind Dancer's 
sophisticated electronics, the 
undersea topography of this 
coastal region is much richer and varied 
than Columbus could have ever known. 
The oceanside of the Bay Islands is bor- 
dered by the Bartlett Trough, the second 
deepest abyss in the Caribbean. The 
three largest of the Bay Islands—Utila, 





Roatan and Guanaja—are the above wa- 
ter representation of the Bartlett ridge, 
an undersea extension of the Sierra de 
Omoa mountain range in northern 
Honduras. Fringing these islands is a 
coral reef that 
exhibits both an 
exaggerated 





Wind Dancer and the spur and groove 
Bay Islands are best system and a 
known for: 


shallow, nearly 
continuous 
wall. Dive sites 
along this reef 
take advantage 
of both moun- 
tainous corals and dramatic grooves, 
canyons and swim-throughs. 

A shallow continental shelf passes be- 
neath the island of Utila and supports the 
Cayos Cochinos, a related island archi- 
pelago only 12 miles from shore. Dive 
sites along this shelf present some of the 
greatest species diversity (and therefore 
some of the best underwater photogra- 
phy) in the entire Caribbean. The shelf al- 
so provides a pedestal for an interesting 
phenomenon known locally as sea- 
mounts—reef pinnacles that rise to with- 
in 40 to 60 feet of the surface, an oasis ef- 
fect that is a focus of sea life. 


« Excellent accommoda- 
tions and service 

* Species diversity 

* Seamounts 

* Caverns and canyons 

















Only aboard Wind Dancer, with its 
range and mobility, can a diver sample 
the total diversity of the Bay Islands. 
And, with the appointment and service 
created by Peter Hughes and delivered 
aboard Wind Dancer, diving adventure 
includes a degree of luxury and comfort 
seldom realized at the very best land- 
based resorts. 

Rather than list all the features and ser- 
vices I experienced during a week of 
cruising aboard this classy live-aboard, I 
will describe a typical dive: 

Prior to the dive, an excellent descrip- 
tion of the undersea topography, along 
with a chalkboard drawing of the site, is 
presented by our divemaster. When my 
buddy and I are ready to go, we sit on the 
bench in front of our designated tank (al- 
ways filled to not less than 3,000 psi), re- 
trieve our personal gear from our private 


t 
is 


Whether NZolUM gee | seasoned diver, newite oe tilcyel eye Seating tora oe ive 
training facility, Don Foster’s is ; the place. The staff are professionaliyet still 
> know hw. Ce) make ore fun ar ra ou pat m0) n) Fos! eee name: sheets 


ae ? 
AS, . 











bin beneath the seat and walk down the F | Oty Zh ia “a 
stairs to the spacious dive deck level. A if fe re. Ne fe, 
divemaster hands me my fins (they are | Don Foster’s is pro to be the in-house speratdeieey 
stowed behind a bar on the dive deck) ie the Holiday lnn.On The Beach: This prime 7 Mile Beact wi \VE 
Atte titrant t ne I tocation offers.a tullServite dive & retail shop as well ‘i pi: 
an debrabibtuna kr: ee aS.a variety of watersports activities. Our boats depart 
have entered the sea. The dive is per- | directly from the beach and'al hotel packages include. he it eS 
formed according to each buddyteam; | J a daily buffet orrniast—a divers favorite! ‘ UREN 
time and depth is monitored by each in- #4 Pe oe g ~~ . ae SS a 
dividual. (If you wish, you can request Ee” Don Foster's Zh i PAY ome i (We also offer condominium 
the assistance of a divemaster or the pho- | J eqnvantindettaes cd ux ORES -% _ {packagesatseveral = 
to pro in the water.) With the proper dive down harbor x ya = 24 Mile Beach locations. 
plan and surface interval it is possible to | PF pagar ages a =} ti A i RE, mw.  glhese are ideal for 
log five dives daily. p apranstruction and |S Sage : =e “S persons who prefer self | 
snore divesandis ae | rs - eatering and offer all the ) ‘ 
After the dive, I return to the dive deck ekalessses eet r me =e ae eeieless of rome ina } ‘ . 
via dual ladders on either side of the plat- tothe wreck | itt, a cozyisland style o 
form (a safety stop is performed on the pitne Call’. EERE ee aw atmosphere... 


eS LAAN Te 


Peter Hughes-designed hangbar, an inge- 
nious solid bar that can be lowered and 
raised beneath the aft hull). A divemaster 


is always on deck to take my camera, my | Woe ih _ jaa - ok = : DIVE PACKAGE 
fins and, later on the deck, my tank. After Sea” neh $661. 
a warm, freshwater rinse from one of two | | ih 


- per person g/o 
shower heads on the dive deck, a warm 


fluffy terrycloth towel is draped across 
my shoulders. My camera, which has al- 
ready been rinsed, is waiting for me on 
the carpeted, lipped camera table cen- 


tered aft on the main deck. A second | aia 

camera “soak” tank is underneath. On | | 4 PHONE: i (305) W3B-OII0' TAX: B05) 436? 4720 

the table is a low pressure air gun, cotton- | [iimgmullellt Madbro@netpoint, ne} ° Website? www, Vaal Sters.c com 
tipped swabs, O-ring lubricant, a camera [SUMO RIO) io ST IRC RION ‘circle, #54 on "Reader Service Card 














tool kit and a bin for the daily E-6 (slide) aA o) ¢ High quality standardized instruction 1 

siete dies a. J Wehue 7 for over 30 years. | 
After drying off and stowing my per- a Capen rikeoaisne Sawice ! 

sonal gear (my tank will be filled for the PEs youn * Facilities located worldwide: 

next dive), I move into the air-condi- MOVE INTO THE FUTURE 

tioned main salon where coffee, sodas, Wi H PDIC IN L! BECOME A PDIC 


SCUBA INSTRUCTOR 


Write or call for the 
Instructor Training Facility nearest you. 
PDIC International 
P.O. Box 3633, , Scranton, PA. 18505 
PHONE : (717) 342-1480 ¢ FAX : (717) 342-1276 


juice, fruit, cheese crackers and other 
snacks await. 

The rest of the day will be more diving, 
wonderful meals, an elective night dive, a 
nighttime slide presentation and a most 
pleasant sleep. My cabin, below the main 
deck, is a masterpiece of space and air- 






diti d f includi | http : //www.sealutions.com/pdic B 
se fae care me a oA ee ae oS " “Ts info kit For more information or comments, 9 
Sized Jamo Private head, shower and | E-MAlLusatPDICMM@delphicom 
sink. Details include a personal bathrobe, a ee 3! 
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One of the Caribbean's most unique hideaways and St. Lucia’s only resort located in the 


heart of the marine reserves. Enjoy the romance of ANSE CHASTANET and dive with our 
PADI/SSI/NAUI facility SCUBA ST. LUCIA, St. Lucia’s premier scuba operation. 


PO. Box 7000, Soufriere, Si. Lucia, West Indies 
Telephone: 758-459-7000 Fax: 758-459-7700 
See our web site at http://www.ansechastanet.com 
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VISIT INTRIGUING = 
WRECKS, LUSH REEFS 
~ AND OUR CIRCULAR 

» WALL = THE Lost/// 


Topside, enjoy white sand beaches, golt, tennis & shopping. 
Fill your evenings with elegant dining and glittery nightlife. 


~Hotet/Dive PACKAGES* 
= 4 Days, 3 Nights starting from $316 
5) 8 Days, 7 Nights starting from $768 


Y 1 © 30 years of experience 


| # Choose from beachfront hotels or junior suites 


| *Prices valid thru 4/30/98 


Call now io Baer our stay in Paradise. 
800-398-DIVE (3483) 

In Nassau 242-393-5644 

E-mail: bahdiver@bahamas.net.bs 
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WIND DANCER 


a hair dryer, turn-down service with a 
chocolate on my pillow and daily early 
morning room service coffee. 

Next to diving, meals aboard Wind 
Dancer are the highlight of the day: hot 
breakfasts cooked to order (or fruit, cere- 
al, juice, etc.), sumptuous and ample 
lunchtime buffets and an impressive four 
course dinner, often featuring a choice of 
entree, served on an elegantly set table 
and wonderfully prepared by Jerra 
Harding, a professional chef. Red or 
white wine is served at all dinner meals. 
Drinks, including alcoholic, are included 
in the weekly package (with the advance 
notice that when you begin drinking you 
have stopped diving for the day). 

The weekly dive itinerary is highly indi- 
vidual, determined by a combination of 
weather and guest request, and adjusted 
periodically. Popular dive areas include 
both the south and north coasts of 
Roatan (nearly continuous walls laced 
with caverns), Utila and Cayos Cochinos 
(excellent marine life) and the seamounts 
between Roatan and Cayos Cochinos 
(reef banks and pinnacles). Highlight 
sites visited during my week included 
Valley of the Kings (south coast Roatan), 
a sponge-filled fantasy; Dolphins Den 
(north coast Roatan), a maze of caverns 
filled with gleaming Silversides; Toon- 
town (Cochinos), an encyclopedia of 
macro marine critters; and Little Coco 
Seamount, a pinnacle that’s loaded with 
schooling fish. 

If your image of life on a live-aboard 
dive vessel is crowded decks, narrow cor- 
ridors, tiny cabins and stingy meals, then 
you have never had the cruise ship calibre 
of product and service provided ona 
Peter Hughes live-aboard. Life on Wind 
Dancer, for a maximum of 20 guests, is 
comparable to that experienced aboard a 
classy private yacht. A very friendly ser- 
vice oriented crew is led by Captain Linda 
Lupi, who is both a captain and a lady in 
the best sense of the words. Peter Hughes 
has incorporated 25 years of experience 
into the hundreds of delightful details 
aboard Wind Dancer, in the pristine Bay 
Islands of Honduras. 

For more information, contact Peter 
Hughes Diving, Inc., at 1390S. Dixie 
Highway, Suite 1109, Coral Gables, 
Florida 33146. Cal 1 (800) 9DANCER 
(800-923-6237), (305) 669-9391 or fax 
(305) 669-9475. You can visit on the 
Internet at www.peterhughes.com, e- 
mail dancer@peterhughes.com. = 
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ake the Great Escape to Grand Turk—it’s only a hop anda 

skip from Miami. Of course, you can jump across from Ft. 

Lauderdale, too—the great escape is so easy. The Grand 

Turk style is friendly, relaxed and unpretentious, the per- 
fect antidote to civilization. There are no casinos, no malls, no fast food 
restaurants, no high rise hotels, not even a single traffic light. Grand Turk is 
simply beautiful by nature. 

You can choose from a variety of small hotels or cozy inns, comfortable 
places with modern amenities such as air-conditioning and satellite television. 
Nearly all of the accommodations are on the most inviting beaches you can 
imagine. The morning sun turns the white sand gold and makes the ripples on 
the calm water sparkle like diamonds. The beach beckons you to walk barefoot 
to breakfast, to wade in the warmth of the sea and savor the quiet peacefulness 
of Grand Turk. 

The diving is world-class but you don’t have to travel the world to get to it. In 
fact, the spectacular coral walls are hardly more than a stone's throw from the 
beach. Like everything else in Grand Turk, diving is a stress-free activity. Relax 
on the beach and the boat will come right to you. Step aboard with a few 
friends, old or new, and enjoy the five minute ride to the dive site. When you 


roll over the side into the incredibly clear blue water, the reef will be perfectly 
visible only 30 or 40 feet below. Colorful reef fish such as Queen Triggerfish 
and silvery Horse-eye Jacks swim around you and curious Nassau Groupers 
watch you descend. The wall is the edge of Columbus Passage, where 
Humpback Whales pass the island on their annual migrations. The water here 
is the purest, deepest blue 
you have ever seen. 
Mantas, Spotted Eagle 
Rays and sharks often 

















cruise these walls and you can follow their route 
effortlessly; diving here is like flying weightlessly 
through a vast canyon. Lush colonies of Black 
Coral, sheets of Plate Coral and enormous Orange 





Elephant Ear Sponges coat the wall, creating 
crevices that harbor thousands of fish and inverte- 
brates. As you ascend over the edge of the wall and onto the shallow reef a whole other world welcomes you. Garden Eels greet you from 
their sandy patches, where tall mounds of coral rise toward the surface like small cities. 

Set your own dive schedule on Grand Turk. Morning, afternoon or night, two tank or one tank. There are dozens of sites to see, such as 


Black Forest, the Library and Coral Garden. Stay shallow, go deep or get 
some instruction. Bring a camera or rent one here. Spend your surface in- 
terval in a hammock or beach lounge with a cold drink in hand. 

The favorite non-diving activity is relaxing on the beach with a good 
book but there is much more to do if you want. Rent a bike and pedal to 
the Grand Turk lighthouse or take a walk along Front Street for shop- 
ping and sightseeing. Tour the shipwreck and reef displays of the Turks 
and Caicos National Museum. 

Restaurants on Grand Turk feature delicious food served informally 
in gracious beachfront or tropical garden settings. Choose from 
menus of fresh fish, choice beef, island cuisine or traditional fare. 
Relax and take in the sunset while you dine, then stick around to enjoy 
the live entertainment. 

Don't forget about Grand 
Turk’s historic sister island, Salt 
Cay. The short flight over is as 
easy as hailing a taxi. Above wa- 
ter, Salt Cay offers a unique look 
at life when producing salt was 
the mainstay of these islands. 
Below water there are more fab- 
ulous walls, superb shallow 
reefs and the fascinating wreck 
of the Endemion. 

Escape to Grand Turk where 
you will be welcomed home at last. 





Cacape to Dumay Beach 


Sunray Beach is Grand Turk’s secret getaway, a small island reserved for nature and you. 
As Minister of Tourism Oswaldo Skippings points out, Sunray Beach is picture perfect, with 
flawless white sand, clear water and soul-warming sun. Escape 
for the afternoon to Sunray Beach and feed the stingrays, snorkel 
the shallow reef, play volleyball, sample the barbecue and fresh 
conch salad or just soak up nature. Come when you want, Sunray 
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HOTELS AND GUEST HOUSES 


GRAND TURK 


Coral Reef Beach House 
Guanahani Beach Resort or 
Sitting Pretty Hotel 
(800) 577-3872 
(649) 946-2666 
(649) 946-2668 (fax) 
http:/Avww. interlog.com~reefnet/ 
GTurk/hotels 
e-mail: GT Hotels@caribsurf.com 


Salt Raker Inn 
(649) 946-2260 
(649) 946-2817 (fax) 
http:/Avww.microplan.conVbluerake.htm 
e-mail: SRAKER@caribsurf.com 


Arawak Inn & Beach Club 
(649) 946-2277 
(649) 946-2279 (fax) 
e-mail: Arawakinn@caribsurf.com 


Turks Head Inn 
(649) 946-2466 
(649) 946-1716 (fax) 
http:/Avww.grand-turk.com 
e-mail: Turkshead@caribsurf.com 
SALT CAY 
Mt. Pleasant Guest House 

(649) 946-6927 (phone/fax) 


Castaways Beach House 
(649) 946-6921 
(649) 946-6922 (fax) 
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AIRLINES 


Air famaica 
(Direct to Providenciales via 
Montego Bay, twice weekly, 
Thursdays & Sundays) 
(800) 523-5585 


American Airlines 


(Direct to Providenciales via Miami) 


(800) 433-7300 


Lynx Air International 
(Direct to Grand Turk via 
Ft. Lauderdale) 
(888) 596-9247 


(954) 772-9808 











DIVE OPERATORS 
GRAND TURK 


Blue Water Divers 
(649) 946-2432 (phone/fax) 
http:/Awww.microplan.convbluerake.htm 
e-mail: mrolling@caribsurf.com 


Oasis Divers 

(800) 892-3995 
(649) 946-1128 (phone/fax) 
http:/Avww. oasisdivers.com 

e-mail: Oasisdiv@caribsurf.com 

Sea Eye Diving 

(800) 810-3483 
(649) 946-1407 (phone/fax) 

http:/Avww. interlog.con”V~reefnet/G Turk 

e-mail: Cl@caribsurf.com 


SALT CAY 


Salt Cay Divers 
(888) SALT CAY (725-8229) 
(649) 946-6906 
(649) 946-6922 (fax) 
http:/Avww.erols.convjonnie/index.htm 
e-mail: scdivers@caribsurf.com 





TURKS & CAICOS ISLAND 


TOURIST BOARD 
Turks & Caicos Islands 
(800) 241-0824 (toll free) 
(649) 946-2321 (on island) 
http://www. tta.co.uk/t&c/ 
e-mail: tci.tourism@caribsurf.com 
Miami 
(305) 891-4117 
e-mail: tcitrsm@bellsouth. net 














DEEP WEEKS ABOARD THE TRUK AG- 
GRESSOR II: Divers can now explore Truk 
Lagoon’s rarely seen deep wrecks from the 
luxury live-aboard Truk Aggressor II. 
Currently, the Truk Aggressor IT is the 
world’s only live-aboard offering extended 
range diving. 

Deep Week will offer divers the follow- 
ing: decompression diving to 220 feet 
with full technical support; deco gas avail- 
able up to 80 percent; advanced technical 
and nitrox diving and instruction; full 
technical certification; staged decompres- 
sion diving; and extended range diving 
and certification. 

Special on-board equipment includes a 
full range of technical dive gear, including 
double 80 tanks and specially designed 
Zeagle Tech BCs. Truk Aggressor II also 
features nitrox/rebreathers, stage cylin- 
ders with oxygen clean regulators and a 
Brownie’s Third Lung Litton Oxygen 
Generator, providing sufficient in-water 
decompression at 20 feet for all divers. 

To receive more information or to 
book a Deep Week adventure, call Ag- 
gressor Fleet at (800) 348-2628 or (504) 
385-2628; fax (504) 384-0817; e-mail div 
boat@compuserve.com. You can visit the 
Web site at www.aggressor.com. = 


SUNBREEZE BEACH HOTEL GETs A NEw 
SWIMMING PooL: The Sunbreeze Beach 
Hotel on Ambergris Caye, Belize, has a 
brand new freshwater swimming pool. 
With additional improvements planned 
in 1998, such as diving lockers and a huge 
rinse area for dive equipment, the Sun- 
breeze is set to become the divers’ hotel of 
Ambergris Caye. 

The hotel has 30 air-conditioned 
rooms with a view of the Belize Barrier 
Reef. Gaz Cooper’s Dive Belize is on-site 
to tend to all your dive needs. 

As a special promotion, Gaz Cooper’s 
Dive Belize is offering an opportunity to 
dive for five days absolutely free. For in- 
formation on this limited offer or the 
Sunbreeze Beach Hotel, call (800) 499- 
3002, fax 501 26-2892 in Belize. Send e- 
mail to divebelize@netrunner.net. = 


UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH APPOINTED 
A WARRANTY REPAIR STATION FOR NIKO- 
NOS AND AQUATICA: Underwater Photo- 
Tech is an Authorized Warranty Repair 
Station for all Nikonos cameras and lens- 
es and Aquatica products. 

For more information, write to Under- 
water Photo-Tech, 16 Manning Street, 
Suite 104, Derry, New Hampshire 03038, 
call (603) 432-1997 or fax (603) 432- 
4702. = 












...@ big mouth, and a snap of my camera. 
Thank you Mr. Grouper. | see that you're impressed 
and soam I. A fully automatic dive camera that 
takes great pictures to 164 feet and costs only 
$199* Smile. | can see your curious face through 
the big sportstfinder...Snap. That's all it takes! 


*Suggested retail price. At your dive or photo dealer. 
Pioneer Research 
, 97 Foster ee Moorestown, NJ wn 
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Bridge the gap with 





DIVERS Quality training since 1977 


| 8 Saitaes Air/Mixed Gas Diving 
| « Hyperbaric Chamber Operation 
« Underwater Welding & Burning | 
» Bridges, Oil Rigs & Power Plants 
« Remote Vehicles, U/W Ultrasonics 
» Federal Financial Assistance | 
for Qualified Students _ 
» Approved for Veterans aad 








CALL - FODAY 


1-800-238-DIVE | 


Divers Academy of the Eastern Seaboard, Inc. 


2500 Broadway » Camden, Nj 08104= (609) 966 1871 0 
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he Underwater Explorers Society 
boat left the dock with a full load. 
There were 14 of us; 10 guests, 1 
shark feeder, 2 safety divers and 1 videog- 
rapher. It was pretty obvious who was 
staff and who wasn’t; the staff was don- 
ning stainless steel chainmail suits. The 
guests, on the other hand, were notable 
for their warm water dress (most of us 
wore only nylon/Lycra skins) and multi- 
tude of cameras. We had already seen a 
video of a Shark Dive and received a 





briefing of what to expect, along with dos 


80 SKIN DIVER DECEMBER 1997 


and don’ts. Now we were actually going 
to dive with Caribbean Reef Sharks and 
watch a UNEXSO staffer handfeed them. 
We pulled up to the site and tied off to 
the buoy, then, one by one, we entered 
the water. From the surface we could see 
sharks lazily cruising below us. We de- 
scended to the bottom at 45 feet. When 
everyone was U/W, a safety diver led us to 
the feeding site and we arranged our- 
selves in a semi-circle with our backs to 
what’s left of an old hyperbaric chamber. 
The sharks were already finning lazily by. 


SHARK, DOLPHIN AND 
WRECK DIVES IN THE 
BAHAMAS WITH UNEXSO 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 








Stingrays, groupers, jacks and Yellowtail 
Snappers were also in attendance. We all 
knew what was going to happen and no- 
body—the denizens of the deep includ- 
ed—wanted to miss anything! 

I was on one end of the line, witha 
friend, Mike, on my right, a safety diver 
on my left. Noting we were all settled, the 
feeder began pulling whole dead fish out 
of a special container. Each fish was 
snapped up immediately! The feeder 
moved up and down in front of us, giving 
everyone a great view of the action. The 

















videographer and the sharks—I counted 
18—a ray or two and a multitude of 
Yellowtails and jacks circled him. It was a 
movable feast and an U/W circus all in 
one! I was amazed at the size of the 
sharks—some were at least eight feet long. 
Seeing them in action only a few feet in 
front of me left no doubt of their power. 
The sharks, however, showed absolutely 
no interest in anything except the food. 

All too soon it was over. I had shot two 
rolls of film and spent several entrancing 
minutes just watching when the feeder 
shuffled off to my left, taking the circus 
with him. In a few minutes, calm pre- 
vailed and only the divers were left. At a 
signal from one of the safety divers, we 
filed off to the ascent line and returned to 
the boat. My computer showed a bottom 
time of 47 minutes—wow, had time 
passed quickly! 

The Shark Dive was certainly one of 
the highlights of our stay at UNEXSO 
and several of us have the souvenir video 
($35, available a few minutes after each 
dive at the Photo and Video Centre) that 
documents our participation (it’s guar- 
anteed not to bore family and friends!). 
The Shark Dive, however, is not the only 
wonderful adventure UNEXSO has to of- 
fer. Our weekend package also included a 
Dolphin Dive and Theo’s Wreck. 

I had wanted to experience the Dol- 
phin Dive since it was introduced in 1990, 
so this was the fulfillment of a dream. As 
Mike would later enthusiastically remark, 
“It was a hoot!” Leaving the UNEXSO 
dock, we traveled to Sanctuary Bay by 
boat to pick up dolphin trainers, Veronica 
and Chris, and the dolphins, Robalo and 





Top left: The Shark Dive is a movable feast and an exciting U/W circus all in one. 
Left: Pelican Bay Resort’s freshwater pool offers a relaxing interlude between 
dives. Above: The Dolphin Dive provides upclose encounters. A videographer 
films the action for a TV show. Right: Vici Storm dives Theo’s Wreck. 





Kyla. We also got a briefing on what to ex- 
pect and learned some handsignals that 
would bring the dolphins to us. As we 
cruised out to the dive site, the dolphins 
followed another boat running next to 
ours. If we had brought topside cameras 
we would have gotten great shots of the 
dolphins jumping and otherwise cavort- 
ing between the two boats—they seemed 
to be having a wonderful time! 

On the site, the nine of us descended to 
the bottom and settled upon the sand at 
44 feet. The dolphins and their trainers 


UNEXSO’S LEARN TO 
DIVE VACATIONS 


Have you or any of your friends al- 
ways wanted to scuba dive in the clear 
water of the tropics? Learn to Dive 
Vacations by UNEXSO could be the an- 
swer. This exciting and innovative begin- 
ning diver training program allows you 
to learn the basics of diving at home, us- 
ing state of the art video based training 
materials or acomplete CD-ROM multi- 
media instructional system. Then, on 
Grand Bahama Island, students spend 
three days learning diving skills and div- 
ing local reefs. 

The water skills are learned in UNEX- 
SO’s outdoor pools, one of which is 18 feet 
deep. The dives are conducted from boats 
on shallow and medium depth reefs. 
When the water work and dives have 
been successfully completed, students 
receive their open water certification 
cards, good worldwide. 

The cost for the UNEXSO Learn to 
Dive Vacation is $385 and includes all 
training materials, use of equipment and 
diving. 


made the rounds, making sure everyone 
had plenty of time with each animal. All 
of us got to touch and feed the dolphins, 
received several dolphin kisses and were 
spun in circles by the dolphins. 

Did we buy the souvenir video of this 
dive? You bet! 

The third dive on our weekend agenda 
was Theo’s Wreck. Intentionally sunk as 
a dive attraction for UNEXSO, the wreck 
is 228 feet long. She lies on her port side 
in 100 feet of water but divers can stay as 
shallow as 80 feet and still see most of her. 

The divers gear up and enter the water, 
then a guide leads the group down to the 
wreck along a line. Theo’s has been made 
very accessible to divers. There are large 
cargo holds and compartments to swim 
into and out of, some containing Glassy 
Sweepers. Since the wreck has been down 
for 15 years, she has considerable marine 
growth—including colorful gorgoni- 
ans—and lots of fish. The various struc- 
tures and machinery provide great photo 
ops and sightseeing. 

At the end of the dive, guests swim 
along the top of the wreck to the ascent 
line. For safety’s sake, there’s a spare tank 
with regulator tied to the line near the 
surface. Be forewarned: You are very like- 
ly to find one dive on Theo’s Wreck is not 
enough. There is so much to see you'll 
probably want to return. 

UNEXSO offers very reasonable dive 
packages, including air travel, that range 
from two nights/three dives to seven 
nights/nine dives in length. There isa 
choice of six hotels. The packages include 
breakfast at the Brass Helmet (UNEX- 
SO’s restaurant/bar), as well as tanks, 
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Monday 
Lighthouse Atoll 
Tuesday 
Lighthouse Atoll 


Wednesday 
Lighthouse Atoll! 


Thursday 
Glovers Atoll 


Friday 
Southern Belize 


Saturday 
Return to Belize City 


“THE REMBRANDT VAN RIJN, aboard, 
will take you to ALL THE Best Divina IN BELIZE! 

The Rembranatis the only live-aboard that will visit Lighthouse, Turneffe, 
Glovers and Southern Belize during your one week dive trip. All cabins are 


fully air-conditioned and have a private bath. Our spacious lounge is a 
perfect place to relax and review your days diving. 


fo kor-y- Taps ret-m —> 4d et-tel idol ah 


1-800-453-7245 

Phone: 281-987-9600» Fax: 281-987-1140 
Ser patel peexex=r- lal aaicaiaicelalaymerelin| 
http://www.diveguideint.com/p0875.htm 
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COCONUT HARBOUR The Best R egulator 
on the Market 


~The Dedicated | 6-1 2 
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Divers Resort~™ 





> (pen-Air Bar and Restaurant 

> 24 Hour Dive Lockers and Tanks 
> Fresh Water Swimming Pool and Jacuzzi “Ss —_ 
> (n-Room Mini-Kitchens > 10% Discount on Dive Packages 














Dive From Your Door Step 





> Boat Dives - Northwall - Stingray City 
East End - On-site dive shop 


> Shore Diving - Waldo'’s Reef - Waldo’s Wall 


Grand Cayman, BWI. 
1-800 -332 -6281 
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On the Edge of Civilization... 
Where the Extraordinary Happens All the Time. 


Enchanting Walindi Plantation offer 
divers the comforts of a resort and easy 
access to all the underwater wonders 
PNG has become famous for. Big animal 
encounters are common, unusual critters 
are everywhere and the reefs within 
Kimbe Bay are considered by experts 

to be among the most diverse and 


photo/Tammy Peluso 


beautiful in the world. * 


* Exotic Culture 
* World-Acclaimed Diving 
* Once-in-a-Lifetime Photo Opportunities 


SWALINDI 


Cozy, beachside bungalows with volcanic mountain views » PLANTATION RESORT 


THE DIVE ADVENTURE YOU'VE BEEN WAITING FOR —COME FOR THE THRILL OF IT ALL! 
: World Dive Adventures * 800-433-DIVE %¥ Peter Hughes Diving * 800-932-6237 


Adventure Express * 800-443-0799 » 415-442-0799 
A180 AVAILABLE: U/W Camera Rentals * U/W Photography Classes * E-6 Slide Processing © Full-Service Photo Services Provided by Walindi Photo 
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UNEXSO 


weights and weightbelt. 

We stayed at Pelican Bay Resort, 
opened just last year and a five minute 
stroll from UNEXSO. Our air-condi- 
tioned rooms were spacious, very nicely 
furnished and all had balconies or patios 
that overlook the very pleasant pool/spa 
and bar area. We transported our gear to 
the boat the first day, then put down a de- 
posit for a lock (you get your money back 
when you return the lock) and stored our 
gear ina UNEXSO dock locker. Tanks, 
weights and belts are available from the 
dive center, which has a freshwater rinse 
tank right in front of it. 

Although Pelican Bay does not have a 
restaurant, guests can always get a meal or 
a snack at the Brass Helmet. And, a five 
minute walk farther is the Port Lucaya 
Market Place, which has numerous 
restaurants. (On the way there you'll pass 
the Straw Market, which isa great place to 
shop for native crafts.) 

UNEXSO is in Port Lucaya, on the 
southwest end of Grand Bahama Island, a 
little more than 100 miles from Miami, 
Florida. The flight between Miami 
International Airport and Freeport takes 
about 40 minutes. UNEXSO is about a 15 
minute taxi ride (taxis are cheap) from 
the Freeport airport. 

For more information on UNEXSO’s 
dive packages call (800) 992-DIVE 
(3483). You can also write to P.O. Box 
22878, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335, call 
(954) 351-9889 or fax (954) 351-9740. In 
The Bahamas call (242) 373-1244 or fax 
(242) 373-8956, = 
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MORE FLIGHTS TO THE SOLOMON 
ISLANDS: Solomon Airlines’ flights to 
and from the Solomon Islands via Nadi 
have increased from one to two per 
week. 

Flights will arrive in Honiara via Nadi 
Tuesdays and Sundays, and return 
Tuesdays and Saturdays. This is in addi- 
tion to flights via Auckland, Vila, Port 
Moresby and Brisbane. 

Rick Belmare of Bilikiki Cruises says 
the live-aboards Bilikikiand Spirit of 
Solomons will be running 7, 9, 11 and 13 
night charters in line with the new 
schedules, with no overnights required 
in Honiara. 

For more details on departures with 
Bilikiki Cruises, phone (800) 663-5363, 
fax (250) 383-6598 or e-mail bilikiki@ 
horizon.bc.ca. "= 











COZUMEL 
DIVE PARADISE 
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CELEBRATING OUR 14th YEAR 
e Cozumel’s largest boat fleet 
e 3-tank dives available 
e Depart as early as 6:30 am 
e Special Experienced Diver Program 


ROMEO’S RESORT 


WARM CARIBBEAN HOSPITALITY 
e Diving Excellence & Great Value 
e Personalized Service 
e Peaceful & Exotic 
e From ONLY $450 weekly all-inclusive 
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Celebrating 
our 
\ 25rd year 










MICRONESIA ST. LUCIA 
THE ROCK ANSE CHASTANET 





A WORLD-CLASS EXPERIENCE SPECTACULAR ABOVE & BELOW 
e Fish ‘N Fins Dive Shop e Set on 500 private acres of 


natural beauty 
Pal 
: : a Ee saa ¢ Adjacent to islands’ best dive sites 
e Diving Convenience 


¢ PADI/SSI Platinum facility 
e Great dollar value Only $830 weekly ¢ Weekly packages from $1399 


EL OCOTAL ANTARES III 


A WONDERFUL, ESCAPE TO NATURE! LOS ROQUES— FISH FILLED 

e The optimum combination of ACTION PACKED 
untouched natural surroundings, ¢ 85 feet of comfort & personalized service 
friendly people & great diving ¢ 6 A/C staterooms w/ensuite baths 


e Weekly di k ; 7 e PLUS land based & inland expeditions 
eekly dive packages from $670 » ONLY $1375 weekly 


2661 Gv/dS © 


.divetropical. 
Fim TROPICAL a annsiasaenion 
oe MDVENTURES 111 Second North, Seattle, WA 98109 
on” gh i eeiianibtt ners 800-723-4530 


EAST AFRICA ® RED SEA® SEYCHELLES ¢ INDONESIA * BORNEO * AUSTRALIA * MICRONESIA ¢ CAYMAN ¢ BELIZE e COZUMEL 
e TURKS & CAICOS © FIJI ISLANDS *e SOLOMONS * PAPUA NEW\GUINEA® THAILAND SEA OF CORTEZ ¢ SABA ® GALAPAGOS 
¢ COCOS ISLANDS ¢ ROATAN ¢ VENEZUELA ¢ BONAIRE ¢ COSTA RICA * GREAT WHITE SHARK ¢ WHALE SHARK ¢ MALDIVES 
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ipin was unfazed by the chaos of the 
news media, support staff and well- 
wishers that crowded around the 
Cayman Aggressor III] in George 
Town Harbour, Grand Cayman. He would 
need to remain in this concentrated, 
trance-like state to withstand the next few 
minutes of intense pressure, apnea and 
e)oyasce) Coyd(e-l me etrelxamserumnvelel(eKestli(astxe 
his will to live. Straddling the crossbar of a 
weighted sled, he breathed quickly and 
deeply for a few minutes, filling his 
lungs with 8.2 liters of air (twice 
the capacity of the average hu- 
man), clipped his nose shut 
and began his descent in- 
to the unknown. 

It took exactly 3 
minutes and 18 
aeoyetekweyemaar-tt 

windy day in 
the Carib- 


“ 





Delving into the Depths 





PIPIN'S DIVE TO 

SOU FEEL 4 Col Sat 
ETE SOE IAIN 
POTENTIAL 


BY TAMARA COLLINS 
PHOTOS BY WAYNE HASSON 


bean to accomplish what he had trained for 
nearly his whole life—to discover the limits 
of human potential. Consequently, he 
broke his own world record no limits dive 


to 436 feet set November 26, 1996, in Baja 


California. On this day, May 31, 1997, he 
took a deep breath at the surface, another at 
a tank placed at 300 feet and then plunged 
through the dark, still waters to 500 feet. 
The pressure at‘500 feet, approximately 
222 psia, would have crushed a WWII 
submarine. Until Pipin’s predecessors 
and mentors, Enzo Maiorca and Jacques 
Mayol, began their freediving forays in 
the °60s, physiologists believed the pres- 
sure below 325 feet would crush a hu- 
man’s chest. But humans possess an atro- 
phied capability present in all marine 
mammals—blood shift. As Pipin reached 
the extreme depths that would collapse 
the air filled pockets in his body, blood 
was forced from his extremities into his 


Pipin’s variable ballast sled propels 
him to 500 feet, where he set a world 


record no limits freedive. Inset above: — | 


Electrodes monitor Pipin’s heart rate 


as he readies himself for his dive. — ate 
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lungs, filling them with the incompress- 
ible liquid that would protect them from 
the potentially lethal water pressure. 

Physiology may have counteracted the 
dangerous affects of pressure, but Pipin 
would have to rely on his mind and will 
to control the need to breathe. The apnea 
he had to sustain for more than three 
minutes (with the brief reprieve of one 
breath at 300 feet) severely limited the 
amount of oxygen available to sustain his 
body functions. To conserve energy for 
his vital organs, Pipin has trained his 
mind to slow the rhythm of his heart. 
Ultimately, he slowed his heart to 14 
beats per minute (the average human’s 
heart beats 70 times per minute), con- 
serving the oxygen in his blood for his 
heart, lungs and cerebral cortex. 
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Pipin’s broad smile tells of a triumphant return 
from a world record breaking 500 foot dive. 


At 400 feet, Pipin passed the support 
divers who had volunteered for the duty of 
monitoring his progress. For the next 100 
feet he was alone in his silent struggle, until 
he reached 500 feet, where Grand 
Cayman’s Atlantis Submarine waited to 
document the momentous occasion. At 
the end of his journey, he let go of the sled 
that had taken him to speeds of up to nine 
feet per second and released the liftbag that 
rocketed him to the sun-warmed surface, 
where anxious bystanders were holding 
their breath in anticipation of his return. 

Cuban born Francisco “Pipin” Ferreras 
has made this triumphant return many 
times in his 35 years. He became adept at 
spearfishing in Cuban waters and became 
an excellent freediving hunter, as well as a 
member of the national spearfishing team. 

It was in Italy in the 1980s that he met 
freediving legends Enzo Maiorca and 
Jacques Mayol. They introduced him to 
the controversial variable ballast no lim- 
its diving, which has been labeled ap- 
plied experimentation by the World 
Underwater Federation (WUBP) and 
Confederation Mondiale Activities 
Subaquatiques (CMAS). 

In 1989, Pipin became a world record 
no limits freediver with a plunge to 369.6 
feet. He and Italian Umberto Pelizzari 
have exchanged that esteemed title nu- 
merous times over the last eight years. 

Pipin’s next journey may be to Japan, 
where he will attempt to ride his sled into 
the deep waters off Okinawa, plummeting 
to an astounding depth of 600 feet. ** 
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The Resort that Viature Designed! 
Roatan, Bay Islands, Honduras, C.A. 
pie Dive sea mounts on day-long trips to 
remote dive and snorkel destinations in 
Barbareta, Cayos Cochinos and 


Utila, aboard the “Dorado” our new 
Pro 48, 900 HP custom dive boat. 


Escape to the Caribbean as it used to be... 
Relax in the privacy of a breezy wooden 
bungalow, nestled in the middle of a hillside 
jungle. Scuba enthusiasts enjoy full service 


ry 
boat diving, state of the art dive wit Ne. 1 A 


Jacilities, equipment and IVE 
instruction. Swim, Dive, interact with dolphins at 


the Roatan Institute for Marine Sciences. 

Observe dolphins in open ocean on one of the island’s 

liveliest reefs. Introducing adult marine mammal 
educational programs in September 1997 


For more information call: Bahia Tours, Inc. 
305.666.1997 * Fax: 305.666.2292 « E-mail: akr@gate.net 
www.anthonys-key.com 


1-800-227-DIVE 
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Y ou’re proud of what 
you've accomplished, 
and rightly so. Not many 
divers are at your level. This person 
4pplicable pos Met or Xceed, 
Standards for fans 
ating, 


Gy WALLIN’s 


CENTER 


Why not carry a card that 
displays your number 
of dives and when you 
started diving? Mter 

all, these marks of 


e ATy O 
80525-4498", *o70aee 


n 
excellence are what 0883 
prove you're a cut above. Announce 
your ability, confidence and 


experience to the world in style with 


Open Water Diver to Master 
Diver. Available to any 
certified diver, regardless of 


SSI’s new certification cards. original agency, only at SSI 


SCUBA SCHOOLS ADM INTERNATIONAL 


2619 CANTON CT., FORT COLLINS, CO 80525-4498 ¢ 1(800) 892-2702 * (970) 482-0883 / FAX (970) 482-6157 
E-mail: admin@ssiusa.com * Website: http://www.SsiUSa.COM ocopyaicht 1997 CONCEPT SYSTEMS, INC, _ZIP3 + °C-Card'97Ad-1/3p98 
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BUOYANCY COMPENSATORS 


Meltron’s 
Stratus BC 


FREEDOM. MGVEMEN 1, 
COMFORT AND BACK 
FLOTATION 


BY JIM WALKER 
PHOTOS BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


raditional BC designs place the air 

chambers around the torso, which 

suits many divers perfectly. How- 

ever, some divers prefer more free- 
dom in an open design, with the flotation 
chambers at the back, beside the scuba 
tank. While such back flotation units have 
been around for a long time, few can 
achieve the level of comfort provided by 
Meltron’s Stratus. Combining tremendous 
freedom of movement with tank stabiliza- 
tion, full adjustability and a rugged, low 
profile design, the Stratus fits like an old 
friend—the kind who knows how to stay 
out of your way. And, this comfort remains 
the same, with the air chamber empty or 
inflated to the full 50 pounds of lift! 

The backmounted, horseshoe shaped 
air chamber can offer such tremendous lift 
and remain low profile because of its ad- 
vanced engineering. As the inner, poly- 
urethane bladder inflates in its zipper-ac- 
cessed envelope, it expands backward, 
around the tank, by stretching elastic 
mesh. The front half of the envelope 
doesn’t expand, as it is made of tough, 420 
denier nylon (as is the rest of the BC). This 


































material not only doesn’t 

stretch, it protects the 
front, “business” side of 
the air bladder. 

The tank is stabilized 
by a shroud of double 
layer nylon and se- 
cured by two nylon 
webbing tank bands 
with cam-action buck- 
les and touch-fastener 
closures. This stable 
tank cradle (and its 
nylon carry strap) is 
an integral part of 
the padded, flexible, 
saddle-like BC har- 
ness that encloses 
the diver’s torso. 

The harness sys- 


tem features several adjustments. First, it 
secures via a wide, padded, touch-fastener 
closing cummerbund (removable). 
Outside the cummerbund, the front pan- 
els of the harness are held in place by an 
adjustable nylon webbing strap with a 
quick-release buckle. The shoulder straps 
are also wide and padded. Not only are 
they adjustable, with quick-release buck- 
les, they can be removed completely, via 
additional quick-release buckles at the 
back of the harness. If desired, the diver 
can secure the two shoulder straps across 
the chest with an adjustable webbing strap 
(removable). Because of the removable 
shoulder straps and cummerbund, any 
given BC size (M, L, XL) can be cus- 
tomized to suit an individual diver’s torso 
length and circumference. 


Top right: Meltron’s Stratus is a back flotation 
BC offering freedom of movement and an 





\\ integrated weight system. Pulling the yellow 
straps on the integrated weight pockets (left), 
opens them (above), dumping the weights. 

86 SKIN DIVER DECEMBER 1997 


One of the best features of the Stratus is 
its integrated weight pockets. On each side 
of the BC, behind the large accessory pock- 








et, there is a zipper accessed pocket, ac- 
commodating up to 15 pounds of 
weight (30 pounds total). These weight 
pockets can be instantly dumped by the 
diver or a rescuer by yanking down on 
the bright yellow webbing straps, which 
pull away touch-fastener tabs and open 
the bottoms of the pockets. By taking 
some or all of the weight off the weight- 


COMPARISON OF 
MELTRON BUOYANCY 
COMPENSATORS 


Model Stratus Cirrus 


$350.00 $219.99 


420 denier 
nylon, 
polyurethane 


420 denier 
nylon, with 
polyurethane 
bladder in 
elastic mesh 


Black, blue/ 

black with black or 
blue trim silver/black 

Comments | A full featured, | An all-purpose 
back flotation | BC with the 
BC with flotation 
pockets for chambers 
integrated at the waist 
weights. and behind the 
Replaceable | back. Plenty of 
shoulder adjustment 
straps and and comfort 
cummerbund | features. 
allow custom 


fit. 


Black or 





USER COMMENTS 


Open and free: “The cummerbund 
and shoulder straps are the only parts 
of the Stratus around your torso, so 
you have complete freedom for arm 
movement and chest expansion.” 

No slop: “The excellent arrange- 
ment of the harness system, and its 
total adjustability, give the Stratus a 
secure, no slop fit that is both com- 
fortable and supports the scuba tank 
securely.” 

Integrated weights: “Placing the 
weights in the same location as the 
flotation is a logical enhancement to 
proper balance underwater. Having © 
no strain on the lower backis also _ 

Hic Ciiecccu i 





belt, the integrated system increases 
comfort, reduces back strain and adds 
stability because flotation and weight 
are in the same place. 

The Stratus has a combination pow- 
er/manual inflator attached to the left 
shoulder via a corrugated hose. (The 








hose secures to the left shoulder strap 
with a touch-fastener closure.) Air can 
be vented from the BC manually, by 
holding the inflator over the head and 
pressing the end button. It can also be 
vented by pulling down on the hose, 
which opens an overpressure/dump 
valve where the hose attaches to the 
shoulder. A second overpressure valve is 
on the back, bottom right of the air 
chamber. The attached pull cord allows 
it to be used as a manual dump when the 
diver is in a head-down position. 

In addition to the large, touch-fasten- 
er closing accessory pockets, the Stratus 
offers other extras. There are two large, 





stainless steel D-rings and four Delrin 
D-rings for attaching accessories. Using 
the D-ring above the right pocket, a 
clip-on hose fastener (supplied) secures 
the octopus second stage. The D-ring 
inside the right pocket can be used as an 
attachment point for keys. 

Providing all the extras in a rugged, 
open design, the Stratus BC definitely 
lets you put discomfort behind you. It is 
available in all black or black with blue 
trim, as shown here and has a suggested 
retail price of $350. For more informa- 
tion or the name of your nearest 
Meltron dealer, call Dura Pro Systems at 
(800) 345-6634, = 


PARADISE JUST GOT EVEN BETTER 


/ th 


Enjoy a luxurious ocean view room and receive a 


Henders O71 


*Certain restrictions apply. 
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The Plaza Kesort 


B O N A 
BONAIRE’S 5- Bea DESORT 


Bonaire’s new 5 star resort with 224 


luxurious suites and villas, a complete 


dive shop and watersports facility up J 


restaurants/3 bars, sho DS 6 


desk, mini-market, revital robs ( sah 
cars, scoters acd sion vba ors}, 








For more information and to make reservations: 


yi 4. 


JAIR ARUBA 
Newark/Baltimore 
Tampa/Miami 
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Tel ; 617-821-1012 
Fax ° 617-821-1568 
“Special Group Rates Available 


ALIA 


Atlanta/Miami/ 
Ft. Lauderdale 
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THE COMPLETE TROPICAL GETAWAY 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY AL HORNSBY 


Above: A diver discovers a large Tridacna clam 
at German Channel. Below: Palau Pacific Resort 
has 160 rooms with garden and ocean views. 


eal 


ne of my favorite dive trip memo- 
ries is sitting at a small table ina 
high back rattan chair—one of 
those with a round top that looks 
like a throne. My friend and I are alone on 
a long, curving sand beach and the water 
laps gently at the shoreline, just steps away. 

We are watching one of the most majes- 
tic sunsets we've ever seen: the sky is 
streaked with orange, violet and rays of soft 
pink. And, right at horizon’s edge, a perfect 
small island, crowned with a coconut palm, 
makes a flawless tropical silhouette. 

As we sip champagne and nibble hors 
d’ oeuvres, we chat about the day, especial- 
ly that unbelievable first dive at Blue 
Corner. The adrenaline high of being right 
there as 20 to 30 Gray Reef Sharks passed 
back and forth, just an arm’s length away, 
still gave us a shiver. And, when the 
Napoleon Wrasse, more than three feet 
long and absolutely unafraid, came up to 
us, it seemed he was more fascinated with 
us than we were with him! 

As the sunset deepened toward a velvet, 
star-sprinkled night, we feasted on island 
delicacies: fresh tuna sashimi, lobster, crab 
and tropical fruit. 

I realize this doesn’t sound like your ev- 


it’s a very typical evening at one of the 
world’s great dive destinations—Palau 
Pacific Resort in the marvelous Rock 
Islands of Palau. 

As most seasoned divers know, Palau is 
in the Western Pacific, in a region known 
as Micronesia. The 340 islands that-make 
up the archipelago lie sprinkled over 400 
miles of warm blue ocean, just southeast of 
the Philippines. It is a bit more than an 
eight hour flight, via Guam, by Con- 
tinental Micronesia jet from Honolulu. 
Without question one of the most cele- 
brated dive areas on the planet, Palau’s la- 
goons, walls and reef passes are filled with 
the tropical ocean’s most beautiful, unusu- 
al and exciting creatures. 

It’s the kind of place where no two 
dives—even if in the same place—are ever 
alike. There are sharks, turtles, mantas and 
big tuna. In some spots, schooling fish 
gather by the thousands. Beautiful soft 
corals and huge gorgonian fans reach out 
from sheer walls and calm, sleepy lagoons 
are filled with delicate hard corals of every 
description. There are drift dives, marine 
grottos, wall dives—lI guess you get the 
picture. And, to top it all off, the water is 
clear—the visibility is normally 100 feet or 
more—and warm, usually about 84°F. 

Even with all this, great dive vacations 
require more than great sites. There are 
those little things, such as a comfortable 
place to stay, good food and convenient, 
quality dive services. Well, this is where 
Palau Pacific Resort (PPR) comes in—it 
provides all that and more. 

The resort sits on its own private beach, 
on a secluded, fully landscaped property 
covering 64 acres. One hundred sixty 
rooms, with ocean and garden views, are 
decorated in modern island motif and their 
comfort, taste and accouterments rival any 


luxury resort. PPR’s overall style might be 


described as the complete tropical getaway, Aa 








without sacrificing the cohveniences of 
modern living, or the ability to stay in 
touch with the real world (iffyou must!). 

As for the food, well, let’sjust say PPR’s 
resident chef makes sure ydu won’t waste 
away. With the Garden Teriace restaurant 
overlooking the beach and plool, the Medu 
Ribtal gourmet restaurant aijd the Mesekiu 
Beach bar, there are plenty of choices, from 
haute cuisine to American burgers, from 
European to local and Asiah dishes. And, 
each morning’s huge breakfast buffet and 
each evening’s special thenje buffet make 
deciding easy—you simp] try them all. 
Then, there’s that privat@ table on the 
beach; the special King and Queen dinner. 
It’s like nothing else, definitly one for the 
memory book. 

When you are not diving| there’s plenty 
to do. A full gym, tennis cofarts, pool and 
hottubs, little sailboats, beach volleyball, or 
just a hammock under a codonut palm are 
all available. Of course, there are the other 
conveniences of laundry, babysitting, spe- 
cialty shops, beauty parlor ad the like. 

Even with all this, howev@r, you do visit 
Palau for the diving. And fpr that, PPR’s 
services step up another nptch. With its 
own PADI Five Star Dive Genter, Splash, 
just steps from the room4, and its own 
dock and boats, diving with]PPR is utterly 
convenient. 

Splash is a modern, fully Pquipped dive 
center with the full rangpP of services, 
training, equipment sale§ and rentals. 
Your gear is loaded and ufiloaded from 
the boats for you, then waslted and stored 
at the dive center (therejs no need to 
schlep dripping gear back tojyour room). 

The operation’s boats 4re unique in 
Palau, with the originalfalso named 
Splash) having set anewfstandard for 
comfort when it was introfluced several 
years ago. A 42 foot long 4luminum jet 
drive craft, Splash, carries 1§ divers. It has 
lots of shade (and dry places), equipment 
and camera prep areas, showers and rest- 
rooms. Its 24 knot speed allfws it to reach 
the more distant dive sites ground Peleliu 
with ease. 

The second boat, Mesekm, is a 32 foot, 
catamaran style craft for] 2 divers. Its 
wide beam, shallow draftand 30 knot 
speed make it fast and stable; its design 
creates a smoothly functiqnal dive plat- 
form, with showers, headg, equipment 
storage and camera prep table 

And, if you require even fnore dive ser- 
vices, PPR also has Photo Phlau, a profes- 
sional photo and video centr on the hotel 
grounds near Splash. Marfaged by well- 
known pros Bert and Jan[Yates, Photo 
Palau has everything needed to capture 
Palau’s incredible visual arfay. From film 
processing to repairs, renfals, personal 
videos (starring you, of cqurse) and in- 
struction, you need not leaye Palau with- 
out plenty of pictures of your experience. 


es 





Brac Reef Beach Resort 
world-famous diving, have fun with friends 
around our tiki bar, or unwind in our Jacuzzi, go 
fishing, snorkeling, hiking and pits Or simply 
stretch out under the 





In addition to our 


Bie swaying palms and iy 
savour our tropical breezes. This is a bit of BRAC} REEF REEF 


heaven on earth. Make your escape today BEACH 


and book reservations now! 


RESORT 


CAYMAN Sic Da AeNE oD: S 


For information & reservations call: 1(800)327-3835 or (813)323-8727 Fax (813)323-8827 


e-mail hestdiving@aol.com or for online brochure www.braclittle.com 
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Dedicated 


to 
Micronesia 


BEST DEAL 
GUARANTEE! 


Call us and ask about it. 


At Trip-N-Tour we devote all 
our time and expertise to only 
these islands. 

So when planning your next 
dive vacation, let the experts at 
Trip-N-Tour take care of all 
the details. 


TRIP NIOUR 


err 


"1.800. 348-0842 


E-Mail: tntmicro@ix.netcom.com 
WWW: http://empg.com/trip-n-tour 


Call today for our FREE 32 
page full-color dive brochure! 
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Discover PALAU 
and see it ALL: 


Sams Dive Toursinvitesyou = 
to discover the underwater 
riches of Palau. 


Sams personalized service 
featuring diving, land and 
kayak tours, Over a dozen 
WWI wrecks, Manta Rays, 
sharks, soft corals and Palau’ 
famous drop-offs. 


© SD/AD 1997 


_Your satisfaction is our ultimate concern. 


Call Reef & Rainforest 
to plan your complete 
Palau Package. 


Sams Dive Tours : 
PO. Box 428 
Koror, Palau 96940 : 


PADI DIVE CENTER 

Tel: 011 (680) 488-1062 

Fax: 011 (680) 488-5003 

E-mail: samstour@palaunet.com : 

Web: www.samstours.com 
circle #93 on Reader Service Card 


: 800-794-9RNR (9767) 

: Fax: (415) 289-1763 

: http://www.reefrainfrst.com 
: E-mail: rnrtravel@aol.com 
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PALAU PACIFIC 


The dive program at PPR is normally 
two dives per day, with lunch (usually on 
a remote beach near the outer reefline) 
and special snorkel stops at some unique 
places several times each week. The range 
and number of sites is amazing, with 
many of Palau’s favorites making any- 
one’s list of “The world’s best dives.” 

There’s Blue Corner of course, and the 
Blue Holes, where holes in the top of the 
reef flat widen into large caverns that spill 
out onto a sheer wall at 90 feet. New 
Drop-off has pink ball anemones lining 
the wall and huge schools of Black 
Snappers and Barracuda milling about by 
the thousands. Peleliu Wall’s Black Coral 
bushes grow in profusion and sharks cut 
in and out through schools of Horse-eye 
Jacks. Sailfish and other fantastic, once in 
a lifetime sightings are almost predictable 
here. Yellow Wall, Peleliu’s other amaz- 
ing spot, has a sheer wall, in crystal clear 
water, covered for hundreds of feet with 
bright yellow sponges and cup corals. 

If that’s not enough, there’s German 
Channel, where schools of Batfish follow 
you around like long-lost buddies and 
huge Manta Rays give you the curious 
once-over; Big Drop-off, where huge 
gorgonian fans and brilliantly colored 
soft corals sway in the current; or snorke- 
ling at Jellyfish Lake, where several mil- 
lion non-stinging jellyfish pulse around 
you, creating a visual scene absolutely 
unique to your senses. 

Indeed, Palau is one of diving’s must 
do trips and just what the diving experi- 
ence is all about. And, PPR is what a vaca- 
tion resort should be: comfortable, pam- 
pering and exotic. Together, they are, 
without a doubt, one of diving’s great 
combinations. 

For more information on Palau and 
the Palau Pacific Resort, contact Tropical 
Adventures Travel, (800) 723-4530, 
(206) 441-3483 (WA). You can send e- 
mail to dive@divetropical.com. ** 
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IVING MEDICINE 


Food and Fitness 


BY FRED BOVE, M.D., PH.D. 


was running along a favorite trail re- 
cently, when I came upon a longtime 
friend. We ran together to catch up 
on events and, during our conversa- 
tion, the subject fell to nutrition. He was 
trying to sort out a large amount of infor- 
mation he had researched about diets. 
These are usually described for specific 
goals (body building, lowering choles- 
terol and weight loss), often by advocates 
of a specific diet 
method, with little 
information upon 


which to base an in- Wet. Total 
formed decision (Ibs.) Cals. 
about what and |Man 160 2,182 
how much to eat.In |Woman 110 1,250 
trying to learn 
about healthy eat- 


ing, my friend had 
become increasing- 
ly confused. 

I note similar 
confusion among 
my patients when 
they ask about a new diet, vitamin or food 
supplement that is being discussed in the 
press. I try to provide them with nutri- 
tional guidelines that can be used ona 
long term basis, not for a short term spe- 
cific goal, such as rapid weight reduction. 
Reasonable nutritional goals can be 
achieved without going to extremes. 

To start on a good nutrition program, 
the basic structure and calorie value of 
foods need to be understood. Physics 
texts define a calorie as the amount of en- 
ergy needed to raise the temperature ofa 
gram of water one degree centigrade; a 
kilocalorie is the amount of energy need- 
ed to raise the temperature of a kilogram 
of water one degree centigrade. In food 
science, the kilocalorie is referred to as 
one Calorie (with a capital “C”). 

Energy requirements for a day’s worth 
of activity depend on the amount of work 
you do, your age, body size and metabolic 
rate. An average man doing a day’s work in 
an office uses about 30 Calories per kilo- 
gram (13.6 Calories per pound) of body 
weight; an average women uses about 25 
Calories per kilogram (11.4 Calories per 
pound) of body weight per day. Indi- 
viduals who have jobs requiring physical 
exertion have higher energy demands. 
Most dietitians recommend a balance of 20 


(Ibs.) Cals. 
160 2,182 
Woman 110 1,250 


‘Man 


TABLE | 
DAILY CALORIE NEEDS 





TABLE 2 
DAILY FOOD NEEDS 


Wet. Total Gms. Gms. 





percent protein, 30 percent fat and 50 per- 
cent carbohydrate for daily energy needs. 
Table 1 shows the distribution of calories 
for a 160 pound man anda 110 pound 
woman, both leading sedentary lives. 

The amount of each nutrient in grams is 
provided for the same calorie distribution 
in Table 2 (below). If you want to reduce 
the amount of fat in your diet, you need to 
replace the calories with another food 

, type. In most low fat 
foods, the substitute 
is carbohydrate in 
the form of sugar, 
but the proportions 
often leave you with 
the same or a greater 
number of calories. 
It is ironic that a high 
carbohydrate diet 
can cause an eleva- 
tion of triglycerides 
(fats) in the blood 
and can have an ef- 
fect opposite to what 
is expected from the diet change. 

If you are contemplating a special diet, 
you should determine whether there is 
adequate information to justify a large 
deviation from the recommended bal- 
ance of foods. Although requirements for 
essential fatty acids (the building blocks 
of fat) are only one to two percent of total 
caloric intake, a very low fat diet may de- 
prive you of these essential fatty acids and 
cause a loss of normal nutritional re- 
quirements. If you are concerned about 
blood fats and the risk for atherosclerosis, 
a modest reduction of saturated fat (ani- 
mal fats and tropical oils such as coconut 
and palm) in the diet might be reasonable 
but, in some individuals, excess carbohy- 
drates and fats can raise blood lipid levels. 

A long distance runner training daily will 
require a high calorie intake, which is usu- 
ally made up of increased carbohydrates. 

If you reduce total food intake below 
your daily energy needs, you will lose 
weight. This might be the best way to im- 
prove your health and reduce fats in the 
blood, as many overweight individuals 
have elevated blood lipid levels. Main- 
taining an ideal body weight by modera- 
tion in total food intake, while following 
the recommended balance of food com- 
ponents, is still the best and safest means 


Carb. Protein 
50% 20% 

1,091 436 
625 250 


Fat 
30% 
655 
375 


Gms. 

Fat Carb. Protein 
273 109 
156 63 








of achieving a healthy lifestyle. When you 
perform a greater amount of work, you 
can compensate by increasing food intake 
to obtain additional energy. 

To be ready for the demands of diving, 
you should add an exercise program to 
your nutritional program. A rough rule of 
thumb isa mile traveled on foot con- 
sumes about 100 calories of energy re- 
gardless of the time it takes. A cup of dry 
cereal or acup of one percent milk is 
equivalent to 100 calories. So, a two mile 
walk will account for most of the calories 
in your breakfast. If you are aware of your 
usual daily dietary needs and add as your 
activity dictates, you should maintain a 
stable weight and be ready for the physical 
demands of diving. 

FYI: If you would like to review some of 
the past Diving Medicine articles and oth- 
er commentary on diving medicine, check 
out our Web page at www.scuba med. 
com. 

If you are looking for a medical text on 
diving, the newest edition of our textbook 
Diving Medicine has just been published 
(W.B. Saunders, Philadelphia). You can 
order it through your local book store. The 
suggested retail price is about $65. = 

Note: Dietitian Fran Burke, M.S., R.D., 
provided advice and review for this article. 
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SAFETY RECALL ON SOURCE-12 BAT- 
TERIES: Effective immediately, in coopera- 
tion with the Consumer Products Safety 
Commission (CPSC), Light & Motion 
Industries, 300 Cannery Row, Monterey, 
California, has issued a safety warning on 
all Source-12 batteries purchased between 
January 1990 and September 1996. If the 
battery pack floods during a dive, the bat- 
tery could overheat later while above water 
and catch fire. 

In the event of a flood, it is important to 
disassemble the retaining ring and bulk- 
head from the battery, in order to remove 
the circuit board. By doing so, you will 
prevent possible ignition of the battery 
pack. For instructions, contact Light & 
Motion immediately. Light & Motion 
Industries strongly recommends you send 
the battery back for replacement and to 
discuss lighting upgrade options. 

The battery packs, measuring seven by 
four inches, are black with a clear top and 
were sold in the following models: 
SeaHawk Pro Package; SeaBlaze Dual EX; 
SeaBlaze Single EX; SeaBlaze Single Light; 
and SeaBlaze Specular Film Light. 

Questions regarding the recall can be 
directed to Light & Motion Industries at 
(408) 645-1525, fax (408) 375-2517 or e- 
mail sales@Imindustries.com. = 
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Embark 
on your voy- 


age of discovery 

in the pristine 

Bahamas aboard the 

Nekton Pilot. Experience first- 

class accommodations, delicious 

cuisine, and world-class diving from 

the elevating dive platform. Departing from 

Ft. Lauderdale and Great Exuma for week-long 
excursions, the Nekton Pilot is designed to pamper 
divers seeking comfort, adventure and the unique. 


(800) 899-6753 @ (954) 463-9324 


www.nektoncruises.com Ship’s Registry: U.S.A. 











ROATAN and COPAN 


A Fantastic Tour Package Offering the Best of Two Worlds — _ 
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Pre-Columbian Mayan civilization, 
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highlands of Honduras. 
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CENTRAL AMERICAN ADVENTURES 


The Eagle Has Landed 


‘EL AGUILA IS ROATAN’S NEWEST WRECK 





TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICK FREHSEE 


ut of a blue haze it appears—the silhouette of a huge 
ship. Gradually the details come into view—two tall 
masts, a two story wheelhouse and a cargo hold big 
enough to swallow a whale. Her name suddenly appears 
in huge dark blue letters against a still white hull— El Aguila. 
Where did it come from, what about the crew, what ports did it 
ei Gi. hh ee _F | ieee call on and why did it sink? 

< Cay, ie AR: here 5 ian ae Swimming over and through a large intact shipwreck is an ad- 
eis teal 3 PUTAS venture in discovering man’s loss and nature’s gain. Such is the 
case of El Aguila (Spanish for the Eagle )—the newest shipwreck 
in the Bay Islands and one of the most dramatic and fun dive sites 
in the Western Caribbean. In this case, however, the newly chris- 
tened AKR Aguila is destined to become better known than the 
ship that it was. This is because it lies only three minutes from the 
Top: A diver circles the bow of El Aguila,a dock of Anthony’s Key Resort, one of the most popular dedicated 

_ 220 foot supply freighter that rests in 100 dive resorts in the Bay Islands of Honduras. 
feet of water off Bailey’s Key on Roatan’s El Aguila was a 220 foot by 36 foot supply freighter registered 
north coast. Above: EI Aguila just priorto in San Andres (Colombia), whose regular port throughout the 
her sinking by Anthony’s Key Resort owners, 198()s was Puerto Cortes, Honduras, one of the largest cargo sup- 
the Galindo family. ply depots in Central America. In September of 1989, she took on 


i 
im | 


photo/courtesy Photo Roatan 
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a cargo of 30,000 bags of cement 
bound for Haiti. Problems devel- 
oped early at sea; a bad situation 
turned worse as El Aguila ap- 
proached the Utila Cays. To save 
the vessel from sinking, the captain 
ran it up on a bank between Ragged 
Caye and Water Caye. (There is al- 
so arumor that the mostly Haitian 
crew may have intentionally sabo- 
taged El Aguila wishing to gain po- 
litical asylum in Honduras.) 

Salvage work was begun in April 
1990 and the ship was moved to 
Utila’s East Harbour. While it was 
at anchor, a storm moved in and El 
Aguila was partially sunk in shal- 
low water at the western end of 
East Harbour. Here, the boat re- 
mained for several more years. 

Meanwhile, back in Roatan, the 
Galindo family, the owners of 
Anthony’s Key Resort, had been 
looking for a sizable and interesting ship to sink along Roatan’s 
north shore as a diving attraction. Spurred on by a visiting film 
crew that wanted to film dolphins and a shipwreck (Anthony’s 
Key is the home of the Institute for Marine Sciences, which in- 
cludes a dolphin program), they heard about El Aguila and went 
aboard to look her over. At first the job seemed too big but nego- 
tiations progressed and an agreement was made to purchase the 
vessel. After a complete cleanup was performed, El Aguila was 
towed to a preselected site in front of Bailey’s Key on Roatan’s 
north coast, only three minutes from the Anthony’s Key dock. 
Using sand anchors loaned by Peter Hughes’ Bay Islands based 
Wind Dancer, El Aguila was moved into perfect position. Finally, 
during the first week of July 1997 holes were cut in both sides of 
the ship’s hull just above the waterline and El Aguila quickly 
slipped beneath the surface of the sea. Three times a shipwreck, 
she now rests perfectly upright, on a sand shelf, tucked next toa 
coral reef in 100 feet of water. 

The enormous task of finding, preparing and sinking the 
ship was totally an AKR effort, all accomplished without out- 
side professional expertise, explosives or a single mishap; not 
even one piece of broken coral! In addition, Anthony’s Key is 
sharing El Aguila with the entire Bay Islands dive community. 








Above: A diver peers into the 
shipwreck’s interior. This 
photo: Samir Galindo ex- 
plores an electric winch on the 
forward deck of El Aguila. 


AKR has an exclusive window of opportunity (8:30 to 9:30 
am) to dive the new wreck with its guests; other resorts and 
dive operations may dive it at other times. A schedule has been 
completed for interested resorts with a minimal fee paid for 
each diver—a fee that goes into a special fund for maintaining 
the Sandy Bay Marine Park that borders a sizable portion of 
Roatan’s north shore. Anthony’s Key Resort is to be congratu- 
lated for the arrival, preparation and unselfish sharing of this 
superb new shipwreck! 3 
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CENTRAL AMERICAN ADVENTURES 


wimming over and arounda 
coral reef is delightful; swim- 
ming inside a coral reef isa 
unique adventure. This is ex- 
actly what can be experienced on 
a dive site off the beautiful is- 
land of Guanaja—the second 
largest of the three major Bay 
Islands of Honduras and the 
island farthest from shore. 
Recently christened Tito’s 
Labyrinth (after the recent 
and untimely passing of one 
of Guanaja’s finest divemas- 
ters), this remarkable site, 
generically known as Black 
Rock, produces a thrill for 
even the most experienced 
diver. Along the island’s north 
barrier reef coast is a series of un- 
dersea canyons, caverns and swim- 
B throughs positioned inside a massive 
= _ reef block of unbelievable proportions. 
~ After entering the mouth ofa canyon, you 
follow a meandering trail inside the reef, 
surrounded on all sides by coral; nearly 
covered by coral ledges up above. Beams of 
sunlight show the way as you forge ahead; 
one tunnel leading to the next. Finally, you 
reach a dead end, a turnaround point that 
continues the dive in a different direction. 
Deep within the labyrinth, where walls are 
not exposed to direct sunlight, is the un- 
mistakable presence of pillow lava—visual 
evidence of the volcanic birth of these ma- 
jestic Bay Islands. 
Diving in Guanaja offers many unique 
experiences. Unlike some islands that of- 












in Paradise 
POSADA DEL SOL 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY RICK FREHSEE 





Top: Posada Del Sol’s mainhouse—the 

focal point of the resort. Right: The wreck 
of the Jado Trader. Above: The pool on the 
upper deck of the mainhouse. 
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fer similar diving from site to site, 
Guanaja presents a diverse portfolio. 
After Tito’s Labyrinth, you might visit 
Jim’s Silverlode on the southern side of 
the island, where there is an entirely dif- 
ferent kind of reef formation. At the outer 
edge of a fringing reef is a sandy hollow 
surrounded by coral ridges and pinnacles. 
This natural cathedral, buzzing with 
groupers and reef fish, connects to the 
outer wall by a tunnel usually filled with 
Silversides. Next, you might visit the Jado 
Trader, a 200 foot plus intact shipwreck 
lying on her starboard side in 100 feet of 
water. Sunk a little more than 10 years 
ago, her massive hull, railings, compan- 
ionways and cargo holds are covered with 
a stunning array of sponges, corals and 
Deep Water Seafans. 

After that, head out to Devil’s Can- 
yon, a reef ridge off Guanaja’s east end 
that normally harbors schools of 
Goggle-eyed Jacks and, once each year 
(around the first of January) hosts a 
massive grouper spawning. 

If these regular Guanaja dive sites do 
not satisfy your needs for discovery and 
adventure, you will have to wait for the 
day you can cruise to the wilderness is- 
land of Barbareta, 12 miles away. Here 
you will find shallow garden reefs and 
precipitous walls decorated by huge bar- 
rel sponges, as well as miles of pristine un- 
derwater vistas rarely seen by divers. 

Guanaja above water is equally spectac- 
ular. The coast alternates between huge 


outcrops of volcanic rock and white 
(Continued on Page 103) 














Underwater 


You'll Find Over-crowded 
ochools, Bulky Bult 
onarks and Extra-huge 
Mantas just Offshore 


ore than 50 years ago, 
Jacques Cousteau 
opened a door for the 
world to experience 
the extraordinary beauty of 
the marine environment. It 
was only a matter of time be- 
fore technology, training and 
the adventurous human spir- 
it led some of us to continue 
the exploration he began. 
This has taken place in the 
form of marine research, sci- 
ence and, of course, recreation. What a marvelous gift! But, 
as the unfamiliar becomes familiar, we tend to seek new 
places to quench our undying thirst for adventure. Costa 
Rica can fulfill those needs and awaits your discovery! 
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THE COUNTRY 


Costa Rica can be divided into three distinct geographical 
areas bound by two major bodies of water. Each of these ar- 
eas has its own unique weather, cultural, topographical and 
economic distinctions. The country is bound on the east by 
the Caribbean Sea and on the west by the Pacific Ocean. A 
series of volcanic mountains runs north and south, virtually 
dividing the country in two. The northern section is a di- 
verse agricultural area surrounded by volcanic mountains, 
several of which are still active today. In the central section 
of the country is an high altitude plain of fertile volcanic soil. 
The capital of San Jose is here, along with the majority of the 
country’s industry and population. The southern section is 
untamed—very wild and primitive. National Geographic has 
described it as the “the most biologically intense place on 
earth” and it requires the most time and effort to reach. 

Costa Rica’s Caribbean coast is approximately 132 miles 
long and comprised of mangroves, swamps and sandy 
beaches. The 635 mile Pacific Coast is much more rugged. 
This coastline, laced with high rocky cliffs, is dotted with 
many gulfs, bays and peninsulas. 

There are more than 20 national parks throughout Costa 
Rica and more than 25 percent of the entire country is a pre- 
serve. The country also boasts many additional private na- 
ture attractions, thus giving the eco-traveler a plethora of 
options and opportunities for adventure. 


UNDERWATER 


Guanacaste, the largest province in the 
country, is in the north Pacific region and 





The marine life off Costa Rica is varied, unique and abundant. Top: The 
nocturnal Whitetip Reef Shark rests in a crevice during the day. Above: 
The resplendent Jeweled Moray (Muraena lentiginosa). Left: Portrait 
of a frogfish. Inset above left: Balloonfish (Diodon holocanthus). 











stretches across to the Caribbean. It is the center of main- 
land diving in Costa Rica, with many operators around the 
spectacular shores of the Gulf of Papagayo from Naranjo 
Beach to Flamingo Beach. There are more than 60 sites 
identified and frequented by local dive operators. Most are 
only a short boat ride from shore and the waters stay con- 
sistently calm, with only occasional current. Unlike other 
areas of Costa Rica, the diving is year-round because of the 
lack of rivers and thus the lack of run-off. 

These nearby sites consist of volcanic rock formations 
and shallow, rocky pinnacles. Visibility ranges from 20 to 80 
feet and averages 40 to 50 feet. At times, there may be an 
abundance of plankton, thus drawing Whale Sharks and 
Manta Rays, which frequent the area in the fall. Some of the 
popular sites are Virador, a rocky pinnacle that juts up to 
within 20 feet of the surface on the front side and 90 feet on 
the back. Here, you will see large schools of grunts, Sergeant 
Majors and many other varieties of schooling fish. The 
Aquarium has a sampling of everything in this region. Tiger 
Sharks, turtles and Jewfish are joined by schools of fish 
numbering in the thousands! Farther out, one to two hours 
from shore, are the Catalina and Bat Islands. This is more 
advanced diving, usually live-boat, with the possibility of 









Left: A Manta Ray (Manta hamil- 
toni) glides through the clear blue 
Pacific. Below: A colorful Harlequin 
Shrimp (Hymenocera picta). 


Right: A thick school of 
Panamic Soldierfish 
(Myripristis leiogna- 
thos). Below left: A Lettuce 
Nudibranch adds a frilly 
splash of color to the reef. 


seeing even larger animals, including Hammerheads, Bull 
Sharks and Tigers along with rays and mantas. At Big Scare 
you may see Bull Sharks in the 9 to 15 foot range, weighing 
more than 2,000 pounds! The large schools of snapper, 
jacks, Rainbow Runners and Gaffed-topped Pompanos are 
breathtaking. As many as 50 Giant Mantas with wingspans 
up to 24 feet have been seen on a single dive! The shore 
based big animal diver will not be disappointed here. 

The central diving region is on the Nicoya Peninsula and 
offers similar diving opportunities. From Tamarindo Beach 
to Samara Beach, the local dive operators will run to the 
nearby islands. All levels of diving can be accommodated 
because of the plentiful shallow areas in the 20 to 60 foot 
range along with deeper, open ocean facing drop-offs. 

The Osa Peninsula, on the southern Pacific Coast, offers 
more seasonal diving. The mainland topography supports 
numerous rivers that may limit visibility during the rainy 
season. However, during the dry months the diving is spec- 
tacular. Drake Bay is the usual starting point for trips to 
Cano Island, a popular diving destination for local opera- 
tors, requiring about an hour boat ride. You may stop at 
Devil’s Rock, where you will find many larger pelagic fish, 







including many species of sharks and schooling Mobula 
Rays. 

Isla del Coco (Coco Island) is actually a national park. It 
consists of 5,900 acres of land and 45,900 acres of sea. It is 
the largest uninhabited island in the world. Three hundred 
thirty-two miles southeast of the southernmost point of the 


1 


i 


Nicoya Peninsula, this island is accessed by several dive live- 
aboards. It has some of the best big animal diving in the 
world. Here schools of 200 to 600 Hammerheads may be 
seen silently swimming overhead. Many other big animal 
encounters include Whale Sharks, mantas, Humpback 
Whales, dolphins and Whitetip Sharks. 


TOPSIDE 


In Costa Rica the opportunity for the nature photographer 
to capture unique and fascinating subjects is unequaled, with 
nearly 1,000 species of trees and arboreal plants. There are 
more than 3,000 different species of flowers. The orchids 
form the largest family of flowering plants, with about 1,100 
species described to date and many others awaiting discov- 
ery. Thirty salamanders and nearly 120 frogs and toads de- 
pend on seasonal rains to lay their eggs in ponds and streams, 
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the giants on any bird- 
watchers’ list are the scarlet 
macaws and hawkeagles, 
which can be observed fly- 
ing over the low-lying 
canopy. Over the swamps 
and wetlands the jaribu stork is frequently seen cruising at 
low altitudes in search of food. 

Costa Rica is also very popular with the eco-adventurer. If 
your idea of adventure is exploring live volcanos, then Costa 
Rica’s three volcanic national parks and several other re- 
serves are for you. You could also explore the rain forest 
from about 200 feet in the air, suspended from a series of 


haticnal oaks 
and several other 
feSeIves. 


Costa Rica’s rain forest clad hillsides (left) provide shelter for an 
incredible array of animals, such as the howler monkey (top). 





Below: This brilliant red flower is 
one of 3,000 different species 
known to grow in Costa Rica. Right: 
The beautiful bay of Playa del Coco. 








PLANNING 


Prior to leaving on any adventure, you should do as 
much planning and research as possible. The Internet is a 
wonderful source of information and just about every dive 
operator and resort in Costa Rica has a Web site. One that I 
used for this trip was www. waytogocostarica.com but 
most search engines will provide you with many more. 
Most of the advertisers also have their own Web sites as 
well. While American Express is widely accepted, Visa is 
even better, especially in smaller towns and villages. 





ropes joining tree to tree. Other adventures such as hiking, Anyone coming to Costa Rica will leave this country with 
camping, whitewater rafting, horseback riding and simply a part of it in their heart. It isan adventure and a love story 
land touring are also available and very affordable. in the same place. Costa Rica is excitement! 
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Where blue skies & waters are fun! 


Friendliest service and the greatest comfort 
aboard our sailboat perfect for diving, snorkeling, 
cruising and sunset trips. 

Land based _ dive 

packages for groups and 

individuals. Daily dive 

trips and night dives year & 
around. First class accommodations, ocean view. 


Professional, personalized service with: 












Blue Bay Village, Papagayo e All Services In House 
Gade BGrats Meso ¢ Deluxe Accommodations 
Hotel Sula’Sula e Dedicated Dive Boats 


Casa Blanca Resort 


e Full Service Dive Shop 
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E-mail: SCUBA@DIVECOSTARICA.COM 
Aittp: Jiwww.divecostarica.com 
U.S. Mailing: #2042 
P.O. Box 02-5635 « Miami, FL 33102 








PAGOSA Fast Facts 


HOW TO GET THERE 

American, Continental, United and Taca are the ma- 
jor airlines flying regularly from the US to Costa Rica. 
There are over ten domestic and charter airlines provid- 
ing excellent service to the major natural attractions 
within country. 

GEOGRAPHY: Costa Rica is bordered by Nicaragua 
to the north and Panama to the Southeast. It is located 
1,115 miles from Miami which takes approximately 2 1/2 
hours flight time 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: Citizens from the US, 





Canada and Panama can enter 
with a tourist card and one oth- 
er piece of identification, such 
as a passport, drivers license or 
birth certificate. No passport is 
required. Citizens from all oth- 
er countries require a valid 
passport to enter. Visas are 
needed by certain nationalities 
so check ahead. 

LANGUAGE: Spanish is the 
official language, however, 
English is widely spoken in the 
tourist areas throughout the 
country. 

CAR RENTALS: Upon arriving in Costa Rica you can 
rent a car at any of the agencies at Juan Santamaria 
International Airport (San Jose) or in the city of San Jose. 
Current Drivers License is needed with credit card de- 
posit. Most cars and four wheel drive vehicles are be- 
tween $50 and $100 a day ; 

TELEPHONE: Direct-dial service is efficient and there 
are more phones per capita than any other Latin 
American country. Many long distance services are avail- 
able. If calling from the US to Costa Rica just dial 011- 
506 and the number and you will connect directly to 
your party. 

TIME ZONE: Costa Rica is the same as US central stan- 
dard time but does not observe daylight savings time. 





COSTA RICA VISITOR 
INFORMATION 


Costa Rica Tourist Board (I.C.T.) 


Information Office in Plaza de la Cultura, 
5th St. between Central & Second Ave. 


Phones (506) 223-1733 Ext. 277 or (506) 222-1090 
Main office in Costa Rica: 


4th Avenue, between 5th and 7th Street 
Phone: (506) 223-1733 / Fax: (506) 223-5452 


P.O. Box 777-1000 San Jose, Costa Rica 


HOT LIN 
(for any emergency information, etc.) 


in Costa Rica: 800-0123456 
Information in U.S.A.: 1-800-343-6332 





TAXI: Good taxi service is available from the airports 
and in town. As with any country or city ask what the fare 
will be to your destination before you get in the taxi. 

CURRENCY: 235 colonies = $1.00 US 

TIPPING: A 10% tip in a restaurant is appropriate but 
most will add it to your bill so read your bill before 
adding a tip. Taxi diverse generally do not receive a tip. 

WATER AND ELECTRICITY: Water is drinkable 
throughout most of the country and electricity runs 110 
volt/60 cycle AC. 

POPULATION: Approximately 3.3 million residents. 


Over 50% live in the central 
valley which comprises only 
4% of the entire country. 
GOVERNMENT: Costa 
Rica is a democratically elected 
republic and is set up like the 
US in that it has independent 
executive, legislative and judi- 
cial branches. Elections are 
held every four years. 
HOLIDAYS: Costa Rica is a 
Catholic country and its holi- 
days are mostly church related. 
The Easter celebration (Holy 
Week) is considered to be the 


biggest holiday 

CLIMATE: Costa Rica is a tropical country and expe- 
riences only two seasons: wet and dry. The dry season is 
generally between late December and April and the wet 
season lasts the rest of the year. The Caribbean coast 
tends to be wet all year. Temperatures range from 74°F to 
85°F throughout the year with cooler evenings tempera- 
tures in the mountainous areas. 

DEPARTURE TAX: The average rate is US $16.00 to 
depart by air. Land and sea departures are not taxed. 

HOSPITALS: Healthcare in Costa Rica is very good 
and sanitary standards are high. First-class hospitals are 
found throughout San Jose and some of the other largely 
populated areas. 





Costa Rican Teints cf Interest 


Nicaragua 





FIRST AND LARGEST DIVE 
OPERATION IN COSTA RIC, 


Three Large, Covered, 
Safety-Equipped Customized Boats. 


SPECIAL PACKAGES | 
for Groups/Individuals. 


NITROX Facility 

Catalina & Bat Islands 

a Arenal Volcano 

fe. i , Call: 800-779-0055 
Ban deco © Shen de * Costa Rica Ph/Fax: 011-506-672-0012 
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Puerto Limon 


www.diving-safaris.com 
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Well...actually, it’s more like one big recess. Only /Laecsa offers direct daily service to all of 
Come play amidst huge schools of tropical fish & Costa Rica from 6 U.S. gateway cities: New York, 
exciting coral formations and enjoy the freedom Orlando, Miami, New Orleans, Los Angeles and 
of having left your homework far behind. Your San Francisco, with world-class complimentary 
only assignment is to explore this mystical world service on board a modern fleet of aircraft featur- 
under the sea. It won’t be hard to earn an “A” in ing airbus A320s and Boeing 737s. Experience 
Costa Rica. . great “Tico” service. 


Serving Costa Rica for Over 50 Years! 


For Reservations and Information 24 hours a day 


1-800-225-2272 
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POSADA DEL SOL 
(Continued from Page 94) 


beaches crowded with palms, behind 
which lush hillsides reach toward pine- 
capped mountains. The island appears al- 
most totally unspoiled and undeveloped; 
only a few stilt-house villages are found 
along the shoreline. The local inhabitants, 
called Baymen, continue to shun roads 
and land vehicles—transportation is by 
boat or water taxi. 

Incredibly, one of the world’s most 
beautiful and casually elegant little dive 
resorts is found here—Posada Del Sol 
(Inn of the Sun), on Guanaja’s southern 
coast. Formerly the private mansion of an 
eccentric millionaire, Posada Del Sol has 
become one of the most stunningly beau- 
tiful little dedicated dive resorts in the en- 
tire Caribbean. And small it is; there are 
only 23 total guestrooms arranged into 
four attractive wings—one on the pool 
deck of the upper level of the mainhouse, 
one facing the ocean off the lower level 
and two staggered on a verdant hillside. 
Each room is beautifully furnished and 
appointed in varnished woods, tropical 
decor, tile and marble. 

The resort exterior peeks out of a palm 
lined walkway and a manicured landscape 
of fruit and flower trees. Nestled in the cen- 
ter and entered via a circular garden and 
stone walkway is the breathtaking main- 
house. Beige stucco walls and high Spanish 
arches capped with red tile roofs are framed 
in greenery and accented with flowers. 

On the upper level is a sprawling wood- 
en deck surrounding a beautiful freshwa- 
ter pool. A bar and restaurant are found 
within. The walkway that lines 1,500 feet 
of coastline (in- 
cluding a pri- 
vate beach), 
leads you past 
gardens, tennis 
courts and a 
barbecue area 


to the boat- 
house, dive 
shop, photo 





shop, guest wet 
storage areas 
and fully equipped workout center. 

Breakfast and dinner are served in the 
dining room; lunch is usually offered be- 
neath the shade of umbrellas and tropical 
foliage. Besides the diving, the highlight 
of your day will be mealtime—fresh fruit, 
seafood and continental specialties pre- 
pared to perfection by a professional chef. 
Snacks, happy hour drinks and compli- 
mentary early morning room service cof- 
fee are daily offerings. 

The Posada Del Sol in-house dive oper- 
ation features four mid-sized custom dive 
boats and several other fishing/diving/taxi 


crafts. The dive boats are of similar design; 
each is 42 to 44 feet in length with sunroof, 
spacious deck, storage areas, platform and 
ladder systems. The PDS boats have access 
to more than 40 moored dive sites and reg- 
ularly run to both sides of the island. There 
are normally 8 to 12 guests aboard each 
vessel. The usual daily schedule includes 
two single tank boat dives in the morning 
and a single tank boat dive in the after- 
noon. One boat night dive is offered and 
an all day picnic dive is scheduled each 
week. Also each week is the all day Bar- 
bareta dive trip, weather permitting. An 
interesting series of shore dives that in- 
cludes a couple of boat wrecks and an air- 


o-OF enjoy 

guided dive excursions 

arranged for novice family 
members or experienced divers. 


Were 


Best Western 
Crystal Resort 


Crystal River, FL 34428 
Full Service Dive Shop 
Boat Rentals 


RESERVATIONS: 
SHOP (352)795-6798 
RESORT (800) 435-4409 


circle #380 on Reader Service Card circle #384 


For 


Come Dive Crystal River with... 


AMERICAN PRO 
DIVING CENTER 


Guided Manatee Tours 
of Crystal River, 
Homosassa River, 
and Rainbow River 


(800) 291-DIVE 
(352) 563-0041 





PADI 5 STAR 


All referrals welcome. 
Waterfront rentals available. 
circle #381 on Reader Service Card 


For more information about Citrus County, Call: 1-800-587-6667 


circle #120 on Reader Service Card 


Any 
Closer Theyd 
Have Room Keys! 


* Located on the banks of the 
Crystal River, only 400 yards 
from the main spring in 


Certification 


plane wreck begins from the dive dock. 

Calories gained from excellent food, 
sumptuous desserts and wine with dinner 
can be lost on the aerobic trail that scales 
the hillsides above the resort and ona hike 
to the scenic waterfall at Big Gully. Visitors 
can also schedule a trip to the mainland to 
visit the ancient Maya city of Copan or go 
on a whitewater river journey. 

New managementat the resort and dive 
center leads a polite, friendly and attentive 
staff to an exceptional standard of service. 
For more information or reservations, call 
(800) 642-3483; (561) 624-3483, e-mail 
posadadel@aol.com or visit the Web site 
at www.posadadelsol.com. = 


FLORIDA... 


is the winter home of the 
largest concentration of manatees 
in a natural spring area - where you may 


actually enjoy the endangered species face-to face! 


* Affordable Accommodations. 

* 12° Spring Fed Waters; Underwater Cavern. 
* Instruction, Guides, Rental Equipment 

* Family Fun Activities. 

* A Short Drive From Tampa & Orlando. 


¢ New petal ie ests ca 
marina, complete pro dive shop. 
Manatee tins. Guided dives. ‘ 
Three-day certification courses, 


fsU2\ 


PLANTATION INN 


Fiasort 


reservations, & information call 
MARINA: filer ie ts 
RESORT:: (800) 632-6262 


on Reader Service Card 


Waterfront, All-Suite Motel, 
Marina, 200 yards from Main 
Springs, Dive Shop, Pools, 
Three Bars, Certified & 
Rental Boats, Manatee Tours, 
Kayak Tours 


P.O. Box 516 
Crystal River, FL 34423 


(352) 795-3111 
FLORIDA ONLY 


(800) 443-0875 


circle #383 on Reader Service Card 


267 N.W. 3rd Street 
Crystal River, FL 34428 


(352)795-1333 


circle #382 on Reader Service Card 





SKIN DIVER DECEMBER 1997 103 











EXPANDING THE BOUNDARIES OF 
TECHNOLOGY AND TRAINING AT 
HALLS INMARATHON, FLORIDA 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


earning your job on the cutting 
edge can be challenging and 

fun, the problem is knowing 

Mem where to find it. Technology is 
changing the world so fast it’s hard 
for anyone to keep up. If you are 
considering a career in diving and 
want to be sure your training incor- 
porates the latest developments, try a 
training center such as Bob Bray- 
man’s International Career Institute 
at Hall’s in Marathon, Florida. For 
two decades, Bob has continuously 
adjusted the curriculum to stay on 
the leading edge of sport diving. In 
fact, Hall’s has helped define that 
edge by innovatively introducing 
new combinations of training to ex- 
pand the perimeter of experience of 
its instructors. The latest additions at 





























Hall’s, the Submersible Systems Tech- 
nology (SST) Submarine and the Dive 
Comm underwater communications 
system, are good examples of Bob’s in- 
tent to provide the latest and most excit- 
ing training possible. 

HALL’s SUBMARINE: The SST sub looks 
as if it belongs on the set of a James Bond 
movie. Sleekly constructed of aluminum 
and fiberglass, the sub is 16 feet long and 
less than four feet wide. It’s a wet sub, so 
you ride inside wearing regular dive gear. 
A pilot and two passengers sit one behind 
the other beneath a sliding Plexiglas 
canopy. 

The essence of the sub is speed, of 
course. Traveling at three and a half 
knots gives you a whole new perspective 
of the underwater world. Spatial rela- 
tionships change dramatically at this 
speed and distances seem to shrink. 
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Sitting in a relaxed, upright position 
changes your outlook as well, making it 
easier to swivel your head from side to 
side for a more panoramic view. The sub 
can get you upclose, too, because the air- 
plane-like controls make it very maneu- 
verable in the hands of a skillful pilot. 
There may not be a submersible like this 
in everyone’s future, but right now it’s a 
unique and horizon-expanding experi- 
ence available only to Hall’s graduates. 

UNDERWATER COMMUNICATIONS: The 
silent world is wonderful, unless you have 
something to tell your dive buddy, then 
it’s just frustrating. Most sport divers, 
though, have to make do with cryptic 
notes on slates or the underwater version 
of charades. Usually this results in a sur- 
face scene after the dive where your part- 
ner asks what you meant by that weird 
hand signal and you explain with your 
last ounce of patience that you were try- 
ing to point out the elusive Purple-spot- 
ted Stickleback Eel. Underwater commu- 
nications systems can change all that, but 
the systems with good range and clarity 
utilize expensive technology that limits 
their application to industry, rescue and 
science. Hall’s DiveComm dual frequen- 
cy single sideband unit gives students the 
opportunity to learn how to operate a so- 
phisticated system and become familiar 
with its capabilities. Considering the 
number of instructors who have gone on 
from Hall’s to positions with metropoli- 
tan police departments, university diving 
programs and even NASA, this sort of 
training can be a useful advantage in the 
job market. 

INTERNATIONAL DIVING CAREER IN- 
STITUTE: The training programs at Hall’s 
have been developed with one basic 
thought in mind: to allow someone in 
good health but without previous train- 
ing or experience to become a confident 
instructor with all the skills needed for a 
responsible and good paying job at a dive 
resort or on a live-aboard. The extraordi- 
nary job placement record at Hall’s re- 
flects the success of this approach and the 
reputation Hall’s graduates have in the 
sport diving industry. 

TEN, ONE AND ONE: The heart of Hall’s 
training is the 10 week Professional 
Store and Resort Instructor Training 
Program. Even students starting from 
scratch can enroll in this program and 
still finish in 10 weeks. Most students, 
however, also stay on for two additional 
programs, the one week Professional 
Rebreather Instructor Training Program 
and the one week Professional Deep 
Tech Instructor Training Program. In 
the course of these 12 weeks, Hall’s stu- 
dents acquire 29 certifications from 10 
different agencies, including organiza- 
tions suchas PADI, NAUI, American 
Canadian Underwater Certification 


(ACUC), NASDS, Technical Diving 
International (TDI) and the Inter- 
national Association of Nitrox and 
Technical Divers (IANTD). 
PROFESSIONAL STORE AND RESORT 
INSTRUCTOR: In order to provide the most 
useful and well-rounded instructor train- 
ing program possible, Bob decided Hall’s 
would pick and choose among the cours- 
es offered by these agencies in order to as- 
semble the best possible combination. 
PADI, NAUI and the ACUC course work 
take the student through Rescue Diver, 
Boatmaster and Divemaster, while 
NAUI, NASDS and CMAS provide the 
basis for the instructor training. Master 
Scuba Diver Trainer, Instructor and the 
Instructor 
Specialty 
courses are | 
based upon 
ACUC stan- 
dards. Nitrox 
instructor cer- 
tifications are 
obtained from 
both TDI and 
IAN T'Dx 
Equipment 
repair techni- 
cian qualifica- 


Bob Brayman 





“There may not be a 
submersible like this 
in everyone's future, 
but right now it’s a 
unique and horizon 
expanding experience 
available only to 
Hall’s graduates.” 





tions likewise fall under several different 
agencies, providing coverage of many dif- 
ferent brands, including Sherwood, U.S. 
Divers, Dacor, Scubapro and others. 
Among the other major topics covered in 
the program are diving accident re- 
sponse, resort and business operation, 
and sales. After completion of the in- 
structor training during the program, on 
the job experience is gained through ap- 
prenticeship at the dive center. 

Deep TECH INSTRUCTOR: The one week 
Professional Deep Tech Instructor Train- 
ing Program is intended to build on the 
experiences of the ten week program, ex- 
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SCUBA INSTRUCTORS 
GO TO SUB SCHOOL 


posing students to the more technical side 


of sport diving. Subjects include re- 
breathers, gas blending, mixed gas theory, 
advanced wreck diving, stage decompres- 
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sion and extended range diving. This 
course is where students get their hands 
on the more technical equipment such as 
Drager Atlantis I rebreathers, diver 
propulsion vehicles, the DiveComm sys- 
tem and the submersible. 

REBREATHER INSTRUCTOR: Learning to 
use a rebreather is exciting, but being 
qualified to instruct others is where the 
money is made. In this one week course, 
students delve much deeper into re- 
breather theory and mechanics to prepare 
themselves as teachers. Academic plan- 
ning and performance are practiced dur- 
ing classroom, pool and openwater ses- 
sions, where the future instructors learn 
to pass their skills on to their students. 
Emphasis is placed on being able to cor- 
rectly evaluate the progress of students, 
recognizing and solving problems they 
may be having. 

FLORIDA Keys FACILITIES: Living and 
diving in the Florida Keys is one of the en- 
joyable benefits of choosing Hall’s for 
your training. Diving is good year-raund 
in the clear, warm water of the Keys and 
reefs such as Sombrero and Delta Shoal 
are only a short boat trip away. Hall’s is al- 
so close to wrecks such as the Thunder- 
bolt, a 188 foot long cable layer that rests 
upright in about 90 feet of water. 

The institute is on the grounds of the 


Left: As part of Hall’s leading edge 

training, students are taught the fine 
points of using Drager Atlantis | semi-closed 
circuit rebreathers. Below: Launching the 
SST three man submarine. 


a — . 
PL. sat Petite 
AS " Mh, ~ 
a i 


ae al “ 
we ne Sa Yoeeg ERI ES 


Faro Blanco Marine Resort in Marathon, 
sharing a 2,200 square foot facility with 
Hall’s dive center. Classrooms, pool, boat 
and accommodations are all at the resort. 

Lady Key Diver, the institute’s dive 
boat, is a custom 40 foot vessel with all the 
expected amenities. A variety of restau- 
rants and stores are within easy walking 
distance of the facility. 

THE MONEY QUESTIONS: Most people 
considering a career in sport diving have 
two questions concerning money: how 
much will it cost to become an instructor 
and how much will I make afterward? I 
asked Bob those questions and you may 
find his answers interesting. First he 
pointed out that instruction at Hall’s is 
competitively priced and low cost loans 
can be easily secured to cover tuition and 
lodging. Several lodging options are 
available to provide a range of accom- 
modations from economy to deluxe to 
further control costs. Bob also referred 
to records showing many Hall’s gradu- 
ates have been placed in jobs paying 
above average for the industry. He as- 
cribes this to the thoroughness of the 
Hall’s training and the current high de- 
mand for instructors. 

For more information, call the In- 
ternational Diving Career Institute at 
Hall’s at (800) 331-4255. In Florida or 
outside the U.S., call (305) 743-5929. 
Requests can also be faxed to (305) 743- 
8168 or sent to Bob Brayman’s Inter- 
national Diving Career Institute at Hall’s, 
1994 Overseas Highway, Marathon, 
Florida 33050. = 
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PADI’s NEw PROJECT AWARE CERTI- 
FICATION Carb: Divers certified through 
PADI can now choose a new, limited edi- 
tion Project AWARE (Aquatic World 
Awareness, Responsibility and Edu- 
cation) version of their certification card 
that shows support for the preservation of 
the fragile marine environment. The new, 
full color card includes a photograph of 
clownfish nestled in the tentacles of 
anemone anda full color Project AWARE 


The card is available with new certifica- 
tions or as a replacement card by adding a 
minimum donation of $5 to the Project 
AWARE Foundation. All contributions to 
the Foundation are tax deductible, when 
applicable, and go toward beneficial pro- 
grams such as environmental research, 
ecological cleanups and public environ- 
mental education programs. 

To show your support for the preserva- 
tion of the marine environment, or for 
more information, contact your local PA- 
DI Dive Center, resort or instructor. For 
the nearest location, contact PADI at 
(800) 729-7234 or (714) 540-7234 or visit 
the PADI Web site at www.padi.com. 


STUART COVE STAFF MEMBER RECEIVES 
EMMY FOR VIDEOGRAPHY: Pam Christman, 
manager of Stuart Cove’s Fin-Photo oper- 
ation, recently received a local Emmy 
Award for her role in the production of an 
episode of Georgia Outdoors, a weekly pro- 
gram broadcast throughout the Southeast. 

Christman, who frequently shoots un- 
derwater footage for movie and television 
productions at Dive South Ocean, cap- 
tured the show’s host, Kimberly Munn, 
and Stuart Cove while the pair fed Silky 
Sharks and moray eels off the Nassau coast. 

Dive South Ocean is one of Nassau’s 
top dive operations. With seven boats, an 
on-site photo and video laboratory and 
daily shark feeding dives, Dive South 
Ocean is widely recognized by the media 
and diving public. 

For more information about Jrs Dive 
Free, Wall Flying or Shark Adventure 
dives at Dive South Ocean, visit your local 
dive retailer or call (800) 879-9832. = 


FALL SPECIAL 
$675.00 
7 nights A/C accommodations, 
unlimited diving on both 
North & South Coast of Roatan, 


all meals & welcome cocktail, 
and airport transfers. 


(Taxes not included.) 
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Return 
of the 


Iron Ship 


ele VVRECK Ob inte 
WORLD'S FIRST SUB 
IS FOUND 


BY ED YOUNG 


he wreck of the first engine-pow- 

ered submarine, lost for more than 

100 years, was found last year by a 
British Rail locomotive engineer. 

It marks the end of a search by Bill 
Garrett, the inventor's great-grandson, 
who had spent a fortune bankrolling div- 
ing trips in Britain to find the missing 
ship. Bill, 48, who runs a Harley-David- 
son franchise in New Jersey, said, “ 


couldn’t be more delighted. The sub had 
become almost an obsession. The next 
job is to decide what’s to be done about 
preserving the hull. And when she’s lifted, 
I shall be there with a magnum of cham- 
pagne to celebrate!” 

According to Jeff Tall, OBE, RN, who 
runs the Royal Navy Submarine 
Museum in Gosport, Hampshire, the 45 
foot, three man sub Resurgam II, is a sen- 


sational find. “Just like winning the lot- 
tery,” he said. “It was the world’s first 
mechanically powered submarine and 
although basic by today’s standards, it set 
men thinking about the submarine’s po- 
tential in wartime.” 

It was amateur diver Keith Hurley from 
Chester who found the sub 50 feet deep 
off the Welsh coast when he went to free 
some fishing nets that had snagged. Keith 
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Cropicab lonrs Exclusive 
Value Dive Fachages 


FREE! 


Breakfast Daily Per Person 
Unlimited Shore Diving 
Vucatanza T-shirt 


VALUE! 


10% Discount Hotel Food/Beverage Per Person 


50% Discount Car Rental Per Room 


From $ V4 99 PP/Dbt./Diver* 


8 Days 
VAN te lales 
5 Days 


8 Days 


is o6 ibe : 


One Je ogbe 
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09/01-12/20/97 $329 


10% Discount O/W Cert. With T.T.1. Voucher 
10% Discount O/W Referral With T.T.1. Voucher 


*Non-Diver/Single/Triple Rates Upon Request. 


* Valid U.S. Drivers License Required For Car Rental. 


* Valid C-Card Required For Diving. 


* Restrictions May Apply. * Price Subject to Change. 


1-800-711-4700 ->= 


(281) 859-6300 © E-mail: 
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enjoys wreck hunting to relax from his 
job driving passenger trains. 

Mostly he finds the ribs of ancient 
galleons. But this time, instead of finding 
Spanish coins and pottery, he saw the iron 
sub sitting upright on the seabed. 

“It was an incredible sight,” said 41 year 
old Keith, “I knew the sub was down there 
somewhere; I had even been out search- 
ing with Bill Garrett. But I never expected 


to find it in such good condition. After I 


freed the nets I found a porthole from the 
wreck lying in the mud. I brought it up 
and later sent it to Bill as a souvenir.” 


Keith Hurley 





Luck had indeed smiled on Keith 
Hurley. Not only for being in the right 
place at the right time but because there 
was enough visibility to see. “Fortunately 
it hadn’t been raining for weeks,” said 
Keith, “so the rivers that normally pour 
into the sea hadn’t stirred up the silt.” 

Keith telephoned his wife, Joanne, 
from the fishing trawler. She then phoned 
Bill Garrett’s wife in Plainsville, New 
Jersey. Next to know was Commander 
Tall at the Submarine Museum who, on 
checking what was known about the fa- 
mous ship, discovered that after the 
Resurgam sunk in 1880, it had been “sold” 
to the museum for exactly £1! 

But if the torpedo shaped sub, with its 
coal fired, single cylinder engine, was re- 
markable—its propeller had to be hand- 
cranked when the engine ran out of 
steam—so was its colorful inventor. For 
not only did the Reverend George 
William Garrett have a stack of university 
honors behind him, he was also a skilled 


engineer and bare-knuckle fighter—the . 


first lightweight boxer ever to defeat a 
heavyweight in a championship fight! 

But the young engineer was bored. It 
was the age of invention and he wanted a 
part of it. So, after a tour as instructor at 
the Mechanics Institute in Manchester 
and later at the South Kensington 
Museum, he went on a gruelling voyage 
around the world and came back full of 
patriotic zeal. 

He was worried by persistent reports 
that the Czar of Russia was expanding his 
fleet of ironclads. Garrett thought about it 
and decided a fleet of submarines was the 
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Setting the World Standard for Dive Adventure! | 


1-800-95DANCER 


CHECK OUR INTERNET PAGE FOR PERIODIC SPECIALS 


Internet: http:/(www.peterhughes.com 


Diver Oriented Amenities 


1-800-932-6237 


Photography Credits: Ellen Boucher, Mike Nelson, Lex Kleine, Stephen Frink 


e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 


1390 S. Dixie Hwy. / Suite 1109 / Coral Gables / FL 33146 / 305-669-9391 / Fax 305-669-9475 
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At SAND DOLLAR, you will notice 
something very different for a dive 


resort—condos. Bonaire, in the 
Dutch Caribbean, has long been 
known as one of the world’s top 
dive destinations, and now you 
can dive with the premier dive 
resort on Bonaire. Everything at 
SAND DOLLAR is centrally located, 
right on the dock. The dive store, 
photo and video facility, guest 
equipment storage and restaurant 


Gomething very cifferelt jo ponajre 


are in one convenient location at 
the resort! Relax and watch a 
sunset in the Open-air GREEN PARROT 
restaurant. Then enjoy a studio, 1-, 
9- or 3-bedroom oceanfront 
condo, fully furnished, with air- 
conditioned bedrooms, large 
living areas, cable TV, full kitchens 
and private balconies. Call for 
complete family vacation packages 
and ask about our kids program— 
the SAND PENNy CLUB! 


© 1996 SAND Do.tar Resort/CLINE. 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 
RESERVATIONS: 1 A 800 -288- 4773 OR 407-774-9292, Bonaire: 599-7-8738, email: sanddollar@bonairenet.com 
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ae Hotel 


Ph: 011-691-350-2300 
Fax: 011-691 -350-3841 
011-691-350-4567 


e-mail: yapdivers@mantaray.com 
Visit our home page at 
http://www.mantaray.com 


Y Waterfront Dive Hotel 
Y Air Conditioned Rooms 


/ Complete Dive Center 
/ U/WPhoto Center * 


VY World-Class Diving 


Specially pr iced hotel/dive packages 
through December 1998 
3 Nights/4 Dives 
Starting at $400 
4 Nights/6 Dives 
Starting at $534 
7 Nights/12 Dives 
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/ Bayside Barbeques 


/ Yapese Cultural Tours 








Eastern Academy 
of Scuba Education 
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RETURN OF THE 
IRON SHIP 


best defense for Great Britain against ma- 
rauding fleets. From that moment his life 
was dedicated to the design and con- 
struction of an efficient underwater ves- 
sel. His first attempt was Resurgam I, a 
small, egg-shaped craft that had to be la- 
boriously cranked by hand while below 
the surface. 

It was primitive and inefficient but it 
was a start. Then, in the best traditions 
of many great inventors, Garrett 
sketched his ideas for Resurgam II on 
the back of an envelope bearing a 
Victorian halfpenny stamp. 


v eae 
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Bill Garrett (second from right) and his dive 
crew during one of their many searches for 
the Resurgam Il, lost in Liverpool Bay in 
1880, about ten miles offshore. 


The same envelope, showing a design 
for a propulsion unit for his 30 ton spin- 
dle-shaped boat—the first mechanically 
powered submarine in the world—can 
be seen today in the Royal Navy Sub- 
marine Museum. 

Provided the crew could survive the 
intense heat and fumes (problems that 
in time could be overcome, Garrett as- 
sured his friends), the new craft could be 
the answer to Britain’s defense in time 
of war. 

To raise money for the venture, 
Garrett created the Garrett Submarine 
Navigation and Pneumataphore Comp- 
any, Ltd., registered at 56 Deansgate in 
Manchester, with a capital of £10,000 in 
£1 shares. As for any critics who doubted 
his motives, the inventor assured them: 
“As to the invention being for murdering 
people...this is all nonsense. 

“Every contribution made by science 
to improve instruments of war makes 
war shorter and, in the end, less terrible 
to human life and to human progress.” 

In the afternoon of November 26, 
1879, a giant steam crane lifted the vessel 
from the quay in Birkenhead and low- 
ered it into the dock to undergo trials. On 
board with Garrett was the skipper, mas- 
ter mariner Jackson, and George Price, 
engineer. With the firebox glowing and a 

(Continued on Page 152) 








A Dyver’s New Year’s 
Resolutions 


ake one of your 1998 New Year’s 
resolutions a commitment to per- 
sonal growth and enjoyment 
through scuba diving. Since you 
have already quit smoking, lost weight, 
fixed everything around the house and 
are performing 110 percent at work, this 
is the year to focus on recreational diving 
excellence! 

A thoroughly non-scientific survey was 
conducted among California divers, with 
these resolutions most often cited as 
“ought to be on my list.” 

TRY A NEW DIVE SITE: Most divers are in 
a rut going to the same spots over 
and over. Try a new lake. Even if 
the diving stinks, you can tell sto- 
ries about how bad it was! Check 
out the location guidebooks for 
new ideas. Consider a weekend trip 
to another state or a boat trip. Use 
your frequent flyer miles to fly to 
San Diego, Los Angeles, Santa 
Barbara, Seattle, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Miami, West Palm Beach or any of 
the dozens of other cities with 
fleets of day dive boats. 

LEARN A NEW SKILL: If you are 
diving less because you are bored, 
take up underwater photography. 
Then you’ll have lots to think 
about! Or, take an U/W navigation 
class and hone your compass skills. 
If you are really ready to stretch, think 
about enrolling in cave, ice or wreck div- 
ing courses. If you can’t fit a class into 
your schedule, get a book and teach your- 
self a useful skill, such as knot tying. 

ENCOURAGE A NEW DIVER: Ask a novice 
to go diving with you. Advanced divers 
have been known to treat novices like sec- 
ond class citizens. Invite them to join 
your club, your diving weekend or to be 
your buddy. You might actually enjoy 
teaching a new diver a thing or two and 
helping someone become comfortable in 
the water. 

SHARE THE JOY OF DIVING WITH NON- 
DIVERS: The underwater world is amazing. 
Breathing underwater is a trip. Being 
weightless and free is a wild experience. 
The ecology of the world’s waters is in- 
credibly important to the health of 
mankind. Tell someone how it feels and 
why you go scuba diving. Ask your child’s 





BY JEANNE BEAR SLEEPER 


teacher if you could bring equipment and 
talk to the class. Offer to speak to the teen 
group at your place of worship. Volunteer 
as a docent at a local aquarium or for the 
parks and recreation department seaside 
nature walk programs. 

GIVE BACK SOME OF THE PLEASURE: 
Volunteer at organized activities such as 
beach clean-ups. Or, make along term 
commitment by training as a hyperbaric 
chamber operator and then volunteering 
to stand watch a few weekends a year. 
Practice random acts of thoughtfulness by 
making sure the beach you use is cleaner 


New Year’s Resolutio 





¢ Try anew dive site 
¢ Learn a new skill 
* Encourage a new diver 


¢ Share the joy of diving with nondivers 


¢ Give back some of the pleasure 


¢ Adapt your equipment 

° Clean, service and repair equipment off-season 
¢ Make diving a family affair 

¢ Attend a diving related function 
° Read a diving publication 

* Make a wish list of diving things you want to do 





when you leave than when you came. 

UPDATE YOUR EQUIPMENT: Maybe use 
your tax refund check to purchase your 
first dive computer or drysuit. Did you get 
cash for Christmas? Use it to replace your 
old buoyancy compensator or regulator. If 
replacing a mask or snorkel would add 
pleasure to your dives, just do it. 

CLEAN, SERVICE AND REPAIR EQUIPMENT 
OFF-SEASON: If winter is a nondiving sea- 
son for you, now is the time to replace 
straps, get regulators serviced, lube con- 
nections or glue wetsuit tears and nicks. 
Dump out your dive bag and throw away 
the odd bits that have accumulated, re- 
plenish your first aid kit—you might even 
consider washing that dive bag! 

MAKE DIVING A FAMILY AFFAIR: Whether 
family members dive or not, they can be 
part of a diving activity. Make a diving 
day a family day by taking everyone to the 
beach and having a picnic. Take a family 


beach walk, photograph the wildlife, ex- 
amine the tide pools and share your love 
of the underwater environment with your 
family topside. 

ATTEND A DIVING RELATED FUNCTION: 
Check out the calendar listings in diving 
publications and pick a film show, con- 
ference or workshop to attend. Activities 
are offered around the country, mostly in 
spring, fall and winter. The prices range 
from free to modest and you usually do 
not have to be affiliated with the group 
putting on the program. One of the 
hottest IMAX movies in Southern 
California last year was Undersea, 
which introduced thousands 
weekly to the beauty of the un- 
derwater world. 

READ A DIVING PUBLICATION: 
Subscribe to more than one pub- 
lication about the underwater 
world. Continue to read Skin 
Diver Magazine, plus add another 
book or magazine. Consider join- 
ing DAN and reading its maga- 
zine Alert Diver; explore nature’s 
beauty with Ocean Realm and its 
fabulous pictorials. 

MAKE A WISH LIST OF DIVING 
THINGS YOU WANT TO DO: Have 
dreams and goals that you carry 
from year to year, checking off 
experiences as you log memories. 
There are no rules or boundaries on this 
private slate. More than 5,000 dives ago, 
when I started blowing bubbles, I made a 
list of 99 things to do before I was 50. (I 
guess at 18 I assumed 50 was the end!) 
From the list, here’s what I have left to do 
in the next few years: see every species of 
whale in or under the water (22 are 
marked off so far); have one of my pho- 
tographs appear on the cover of National 
Geographic; find a new species; dive the 
Antarctic; go diving with Stan Water- 
man; marry someone who loves the 
ocean as much as I do; hold a Giant 
Octopus; pet a really big shark; live 
aboard a boat and dive the Great Barrier 
Reef for 30 days in a row. 

Checking off the first 90 items have 
been 90 of the happiest moments in my 
life. Make a resolution, no matter what 
your age, to make a list of 99 things to do, 
and then begin. *** 
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Cayman 


Salvage Master 


KEY WEST'S MODERN 


HISTORICAL SHIPVVRECK 


f the 50 or so dive sites around Key West, the wreck of the 

Cayman Salvage Master is perhaps the most representa- 

tive of this area’s alluring undersea adventures. The 

name of the wreck is a bit confusing since it contains the 
name of a famous Caribbean island. And, to make matters even 
more complex, various books and internet sites refer to this 
shipwreck as the Cayman Salvager or Cayman Salvor. 

Yet, despite the confusion, the wreck stands out as one of the 
signature dives of Key West. It is the kind of site all divers enjoy, 
whether they are novices or experienced wreck buffs. Even 
more intriguing, this particular wreck has a modern history that 
equals the stories about the old Spanish treasure ships rumored 
to be hidden in these waters. 

The Cayman Salvage Master was originally a lighthouse buoy 
tender for the U.S. Coast Guard. Built in 1936, this steel hulled 
vessel measures 186 feet in length, with a 37 foot beam. Her 
most distinctive feature is the cable pulley built into her bow. 
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After being decommissioned by the Coast Guard, the ship 
was Sailing as a commercial freighter under the Panamanian 
flag when she became involved in the Mariel Harbour boatlift of 
1980. Immediately upon arrival in Key West—with 1,400 
Cuban refugees—she was impounded by the U.S. Navy. 

Neglected for years, she eventually sank in the Navy Harbor 
at Key West. In 1985, she was refloated and her superstructure 
was removed in preparation for sinking as an artificial reef. 
While she was being towed to sea, the cable snapped and the un- 
lucky derelict sank. She settled to the bottom on her side and re- 
mained that way until a powerful undersea surge from 
Hurricane Kate flipped her upright. 

Today, the Cayman Salvage Master is one of Key West’s most 
popular wreck dives. Her proximity to Key West and her depth 
make her ideal for recreational open water dives. She sits almost 
upright on a sand bottom, with the stern in 92 feet of water. Her 
decks are at 70 feet and most of the vessel’s interior compart- 











Top: The Cayman Salvage Master far beyond 
her glory years, just prior to being sunk. This 
ex-U.S. Coast Guard lighthouse buoy tender 
now attracts a wide variety of marine life, such 
as Yellowtail Snappers and Blue Angelfish. 


ments and engine room are at 80 feet. The 
water temperature rises to 86°F during the 
summer months. Average underwater visi- 
bility is exceptionally good on this wreck— 
about 50 feet—as it is near the Gulf 
Stream. The wreck is five miles due south 
of Key West and takes approximately 30 
minutes to reach by boat. 

One of the lures of the Cayman Salvage 
Master is that she has become home and 





haven for several Jewfish. A small, 120 
pound Jewfish is often seen in the engine 
room, while a much larger 800 pound be- 
hemoth sometimes appears loitering un- 
der the vessel’s stern. The great fish are 
wary of divers; they are often seen but less 
often photographed. 

Other fish that hang out in the engine 
room area include Snook and, occasion- 
ally, a grouper. A large Green Moray can 
be found living in or under the cable pul- 
ley mounted on the vessel’s bow. It 
makes a great photo because the wheel is 
encrusted with colorful sponges and 
corals. Hanging above the wreck is a sin- 
gle Barracuda, motionless but alert. 

At the opposite end of the vessel, ex- 
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Key West area, contact: 


CaPTAIN’S CORNER 
511 Greene Street, Key West, FL 33040 
Vicki Weeks 
(305) 296-8865 
BONSAI DIVERS 
1075 Duval Street, Key West, FL 33040 
Peter Wassylenko 
(305) 296-6301 
Dive KEY WEST 
3128 N. Roosevelt Boulevard 
Key West, FL 33040 
Cece Roycraft 
(305) 296-3823 * (800) 426-0707 
HOLIDAY DIVERS AT 
HOLIDAY INN BEACHSIDE 
3841 N. Roosevelt Boulevard 
Key West, FL 33040 
Jack Thomas 
(305) 294-5934 ¢ (800) 468-4242 
Key WesT Diver, INC. 
Mile Marker 4.5, U.S. Highway | 
Stock Island, FL 33040 
Tim Morgan 
(305) 294-7612 * (800) 87-DIVER 
Lost REEF ADVENTURES 
261 Margaret Street 
Key West, FL 33040 
Mimi Dye 
(305) 296-9737 ¢ (800) 952-2749 
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For more information about diving in the 


SEABREEZE CHARTERS OF KEY WEST 
2319 N. Roosevelt Boulevard 

Key West, FL 33040 
Jan Pacey 

(305) 292-7745 * (800) 370-7745 
SEACLUSIVE CHARTERS 

Oceanside Marina, Key West, FL 33040 
Bob De Mauro 

(305) 872-3940 

SEACLYPSE DIVERS 

Oceanside Marina, Key West, FL 33040 
Sheri Appellis 

(305) 296-1975 * (800) 626-6396 
SOUTHPOINT DIVERS 

714 Duval Street, Key West, FL 33040 
Ed Ruzic 

(305) 292-9778 ¢ (800) 891-DIVE 
SUBTROPIC DIVE CENTER 

1605 N. Roosevelt Boulevard 

Key West, FL 33040 

Howard Singer 

(305) 296-9914 ¢ (888) KEY-DIVE 
TAYLOR MADE EXCURSIONS 

P.O. Box 6556, Key West, FL 33041 
Tim Taylor 

(305) 293-9183 * (800) 211-9598 
WHISKER CHARTERS 


951 Caroline Street, Key West, FL 33040 


(813) 393-7550 ° (800) 299-1131 


ploring divers will find a giant rudder be- 
neath the stern. Schools of jacks often 
cruise just off the stern, hunting for bait- 
fish. During our dive, two giant African 
Pompano cruised past the wreck just 20 
feet off the port side. 








Arriving divers will find several ex- 
tremely friendly angelfish on the 
Cayman Salvage Master's deck at 70 feet. 
There are two different species—Blue 


JEWFISH BOOM ON THE — 
‘WRECKS OF KEY WEST — 


Jewfish started turning up on the 
Cayman Salvage Master seven years ago, 
shortly after the Florida Marine 
Fisheries Commission put a state wide 
moratorium on harvesting this species. 
More of them show up during mating 
season in the spring. 

A deep wreck one mile south of the 
Cayman Salvage Master has even more 
Jewfish. The USS Curbis a 213 foot 
long Navy cable layer that lies in 185 
feet of water with her deck at 165 feet. 
Capt. Glenn says there are at least five 
Jewfish on this wreck, each estimated to 
weigh 500 pounds. During the mating 
season in March or April the males turn 
white. He says you can hear them 
“booming” as divers begin their descent 
to the wreck. 

Still another wreck loaded with 
Jewfish is the Alexander, a 300 foot 
long Navy Destroyer Escort broken in 
half and lying in 35 to 40 feet of water. 
She was sunk in 1972 and lies in the 
gulf, west of Key West. Capt. Glenn 
says there are eight Jewfish on this 
wreck, including both adults and juve- 
niles. The juveniles weigh 15 to 25 
pounds and are brightly colored. 
Other dive sites inhabited by Jewfish 
include Joe’s Tug, Kedge Ledge, High 
Rocks and Western Sambo. 





and Queen. The Blue Angelfish is not 
common in the Caribbean but quite 
plentiful in Florida waters. It is similar in 
coloring to the Queen Angelfish but 
lacks the blue crown on the forehead. 
We made two 80 foot dives on the 
Cayman Salvage Master with a 45 minute 
surface interval between dives. = 











Amy Slate’s 


my Slate’s Amoray Dive Resort, in Key Largo, Florida, has 
made several major improvements. A beautiful new two 
story Conch-style building has been built on the east end of 
the property. It houses the reception area, a boutique and 
suites. Surrounded by lush tropical vegetation and real grass, the 
white and raspberry trimmed building is indicative 
of the care and quality that has gone into ev- 
ery aspect of the resort. 

The new Amoray Boutique fea- 
tures gold and silver jewelry, 
clothing and resort gift 
items—all witha sealifeor | 
nautical motif. 

The new office allows 
Amoray personnel to 
greet guests as Soon as — 
they turn off U.S. High- 
way 1; the computerized ~ 
reservation system makes 
check-ins speedy. Also new 
are two spacious parking lots. 

During the past year Amor- 
ay has tiled and redecorated 
rooms and begun offering a conti- 
nental breakfast. Also, the property has 
been expanded and now offers a heated 
swimming pool, a small sand beach and 
hottub on the sundeck overlooking beau- 
tiful Florida Bay. 

Amy Slate’s Amoray Dive Resort has al- 
so been selected to join the Mariner Saltwater Proteam. The 
Amoray Diver, the resort’s 45 foot custom catamaran, is now 
equipped with a pair of new 1998 Mariner 250XXL outboards 


Top: The 45 foot custom catamaran, 
Amoray Diver, carries Amy Slate’s guests 
to dive sites off Key Largo. Above: Amoray 

Dive Center’s new building. 


photos/Stephen Frink 


that provide the ultimate in reliability, efficiency and speed. The 
new Mariners are very quiet, making it easy to relax to the care- 
free Caribbean melodies on the boat’s new marine stereo sound 
system. 
Some of the other amenities guests enjoy aboard the Amoray 
Diver include a new camera station equipped with 
high pressure hose, rinse area and assem- 
bly area, freshwater showers, large 
side-mounted boarding ladders, a 
clean and spacious marine 
head, onboard defogging so- 
lution, ice water and a cool- 
er and, last but not least, 
the most courteous, help- 
ful and professional crew 
you will be able to find 
anywhere in the Keys. 
The dock at Amy 
Slate’s Amoray Dive 
Resort is the perfect place 
to view the December Key 
Largo Boat Parade, one of the 
largest of its kind. It’s also a great 
place to view New Year’s Eve’s fabu- 
lous fireworks and the 4th of July py- 
rotechnics. In late August and early 
September, Amoray offers its annual 
coral spawning night dives. 
For more information on Amy Slate’s 
Amoray Dive Resort call (800) 
4AMORAY, send e-mail to amoray@pennekamp.com or visit 
the Web site at www.pennekamp.com/amoray for informa- 
tion and pictures of the developments. = 
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elly and Andrew Nelson had just arrived from Indiana. 
hb Vv R This was their first visit to Walt Disney World in Orlando, 
Li CC Florida. They didn’t come here to snorkel but, since the 


opportunity exists, they elected to try it. Although both are 


comfortable in the water, this was their introduction to snorkel- 
| S N C) RKE & N i Al ing. Naturally, they were a bit anxious. 

| They checked the fit of each other’s masks, put snorkels in 
| 


WA ei [) | S N EY their mouths and entered the underwater realm holding hands. 


Scarcely six feet beneath them, a four foot Leopard Shark grace- 
WO RID fully slid into view. And then another shark glided by, even clos- 
er, and then another. Kelly’s breathing almost stopped. When 
they remembered where 
they were, they relaxedand “*“We’ve created 


became tantalized by inquis- 
itive French Angelfish, Blue the most elaborate 


Parrotfish, schools of small snorkeling facility of 
Yellow Grunts and a bevy of 


striped Sergeant Majors. its kind in the world, 
acamarew and Kelly were where snorkelers can 
oating in shallow, crystal 


clear water amid dazzling swim just inches 


colors and myriad reef fish. f f . 
Although it felt and tasted away from antastic 


like the sea, there was no creatures of the 
surge, no current and no 


waves. In fact, they were ina Caribbean.” 
totally protected environ- 
ment, absolutely ideal for novice snorkelers of all ages. 

They were immersed in Shark Reef, one of Walt Disney 
World’s greatest attractions—362,000 gallons of salt water brim- 
ming with Caribbean reef fish and enthusiastic snorkelers. 

This facility is just one component of a 56 acre tropical water 
park called Typhoon Lagoon. In addition to snorkeling with 

Top: Snorkelers float in the calm, fish sharks, the park features a variety of entertaining water-oriented 
filled water at Shark Reef—Walt Disney activities. Castaway Creek allows guests to hop onto inner tubes 

World’s newest attraction at Typhoon and float through a misty rain forest and a hidden grotto. 
Lagoon. Above: A diver cleansthe Towering Mt. Mayday, a manmade 95 foot peak capped precari- 
fiberglass corals, sponges and other ously witha shipwreck, is interlaced with several dynamic water 
invertebrates that decorate the reef. slides. And the two and a half acre Typhoon Lagoon, flanked with 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOEL SIMON 
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sandy beaches, entices guests to frolic in 
three foot waves generated by an inge- 
nious device. 

Walt Disney Imagineer Randy Bright 
explains, “Upon entering Typhoon 
Lagoon, guests find themselves in a 
ramshackle, tin-roofed island village land- 
scaped with cargo, surfboards and other 
marine wreckage left by the great storm.” 

However, where much of the theme 
park’s attractions have been created by 
the Disney team’s imagination, in Shark 
Reef, the fish, rays and sharks are quite re- 
al. According to Kym Murphy, Bright’s 
co-executive producer, “We've created 
the most elaborate snorkeling facility of 
its kind in the world, where snorkelers 
can swim just inches away from fantastic 
creatures of the Caribbean.” 

As with all Disney attractions, the 
safety, education and comfort of guests 
is paramount. To ensure these standards 
in the watersport activities, Disney 
formed an alliance with the dive indus- 
try’s oldest training agency, the National 
Association of Underwater Instructors 
(NAUI). With its familiar motto “Dive 
safety through education,” NAUI has 
proved the perfect Disney partner to 

‘guarantee these mutual goals. 

According to NAUI president Jim 
Bram, the relationship between the two 
organizations can be traced to one indi- 
vidual: long-time Disney employee and 
NAUI instructor Wayne Mitchell. After 
many active years in the dive industry, 
Wayne began working with Disney in 
1971. He is now its Senior Safety 
Administrator and, through the years 
with Disney Imagineers, has created the 
safety infrastructure that supports all the 
water oriented activities. 

I had the opportunity to meet Wayne 
during my visit. After brief introductions, 
the story of Typhoon Lagoon’s creation 
unfolded. 

“Although I may have been a catalyst in 
building our water park, all Disney pro- 
jects are team efforts,” said Wayne, with 
his customary modesty. “All our endeav- 
ors, both physical and administrative, are a 
complex joining of many diverse elements 
and, with Typhoon Lagoon, we had to 
learn through experience. Initially, all this 
land was basically swamp. Long before the 
Environmental Protection Agency man- 
dated environmental impact reports, we 
contracted our own to ensure that our 
goals could be accomplished without ad- 
verse effects....It took years of work to ef- 
fectively transform a bog to the lively, 
landscaped complex you see today.” 

Wayne explained that the learning pro- 
cess extended into the water as well as the 
land. “You'll notice that while the fish are 
quite real, the aquatic decor is not. It took 
us many months to determine how best 
to fabricate what nature had spent eons 


designing. All our corals, sponges and 
other invertebrates are carefully repro- 
duced in fiberglass and then colored with 
nontoxic paint. By limiting the biology, 
we are better able to focus nutrient levels 
specifically needed to keep the fish and 
the snorkelers healthy. 

“With the creation of Typhoon 
Lagoon, new safety issues were also gen- 
erated. Disney prides itself on four funda- 
mental operating standards: safety, clean- 
liness, show quality and guest satisfaction. 
We knew Typhoon Lagoon would be an 
attraction 


Visiting NAUI class students receive a 
discount on their Walt Disney World ad- 
mission ticket as an added courtesy. 

Careful planning and implementation 
show in every aspect of the Shark Reef ex- 
perience. Hundreds of people from all 
over the world are introduced to the joys 
of snorkeling each day. Many had never 
snorkeled before. Others would never 
venture into “shark infested” waters out- 
side of the conscientious safety infras- 
tructure of Walt Disney World. 

The following day, at Wayne’s sugges- 


with great“. we were off, sliding into the refreshing water.” 


potential 

for education, quality and satisfaction. 
But, to ensure guest safety, we had to de- 
velop a core of qualified staff, and we be- 
gan training our employees. We now have 
more than 200 NAUI certified divers on 
the property.” 

I was staggered by this figure and asked 
what they all did. Wayne explained that in 
the Walt Disney World complex there are 
seven separate water systems, all with their 
respective needs. “Divers do an extensive 
range of tasks here. They maintain more 
than 66 miles of canals and 770 acres of 
lakes, and clean the hulls of literally hun- 
dreds of boats. For example, every morn- 
ing divers scrub algae from the coral struc- 
tures in Shark Reef. Additionally, we have 
one of the state’s best search and rescue 
teams. Although they are fully able to re- 
trieve people, most often it’s toys, eye- 
glasses, rings or other accidentally 
dropped personal items. Even though 
many of the waterways and lakes have very 
limited visibility and mud bottoms, our 
success rate is 98 percent.” 

Wayne Mitchell, Jim Bram and Ken 
Murdock, Walt Disney World’s Director 
of Corporate Alliances, agree that NAUI 
is instrumental in the success of the park’s 
watersports. Says Ken, “We are excited 
about the opportunity to associate the 
Shark Reef experience with one of the 
most respected names in diving.” As the 
official sponsor of Shark Reef, NAUI pro- 
vides recommendations on equipment 
and safety standards and broadens the ed- 
ucational component overall. Jim Bram 
echoes Wayne’s comments regarding the 
team approach, “All the staff at Disney 
has been very receptive to new 
ideas.... The Disney team is thoroughly 
professional and offers a very positive 
working environment.” 

One creative idea that has become real- 
ity is the invitation to NAUI instructors to 
use Shark Reef for class check-out dives. 
The facility is often used in this way by 
NAUI instructors based in Florida but 
was recently utilized by a NAUI class that 
came all the way from Germany. To make 
reservations for class, instructors should 
contact Michael Putz at (407) 560-4092. 


tion, I went through the Shark Reef activi- 
ties from start to finish. After entering the 
complex, guests can utilize changing areas 
and lockers for safe keeping of personal 
items. Once at Shark Reef, masks, snorkels 
and sleeveless wetsuits are obtained. Fins 
aren't needed. After getting equipment, 
guests proceed to the pool’s large entry 
area. While some people prefer to walk 
over a bridge, most take advantage of the 
tunnel created by the overturned steel hull 
of an old ship. In this passageway, guests 
can look through portholes beneath the 
water's surface, viewing other snorkelers 
among the fish. I chose this route, linger- 
ing near some rusty old gauges while 
watching the dynamic scene. This is where 
I met Andrew and Kelly. They stood be- 
side me, mesmerized at the view. At the 
end of the corridor, a series of steps took 
us to a broad waterfall and the wide shal- 
low steps used for entry. 

The snorkeling instructor gave us some 
simple instructions: refrain from touching 
the fish, stay relaxed in the water while 
slowly swimming to the exit stairs and 
make sure masks and snorkels are proper- 
ly in place. At the “go-ahead” sign, we 
were off, sliding into the refreshing water 
and floating among schools of French 
Grunts, Blue Tangs and Sergeant Majors. 

I was one of the last of our group to 
leave the water. Just behind me, Andrew 
and Kelly emerged on the steps, still hold- 
ing hands. “All my life I’ve been scared to 
death of sharks, I just never thought I’d be 
brave enough to do this!” Kelly ex- 
claimed. As we walked to the freshwater 
shower, they asked me if it was dangerous 
to do this in the ocean. I told them it 
wasnt, in fact it was great fun, but that 
some additional training would allow 
them to be more comfortable. 

“Where can we take some lessons?” 
they asked. “Give NAUI a call,” I an- 
swered. “That’s the best place to start.” 

To obtain further information on 
NAUI’s many educational tools, diving 
and snorkeling instruction, and affiliat- 
ed stores and resorts, call (800) 553- 
6284 or visit the Web site at http://www. 
naui. org. *2> 
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in our role at Shark Reef at Walt Disney World®. 


We look forward to helping families 





from around the world 


what will be for many, their first diving 


ever. We promise to make this an 


and most important, 


experience tor everyone. 


Jim Bram 


President 


NAUI! Worldwide 
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Well, as dive hotels go we have been around for a while. 
Yet we've always welcomed divers of every certification 
level. If you’re a beginner you'll find our instructors ready 
and willing to help you take 
the first steps to becoming an 
open-water diver. Advanced divers love Sunset House 


for the excitement of all-day, three tank diving on some of 


the most remote walls of Grand Cayman. All of our guests, 





though, rave about the no-hassle, unlimited shore diving 
right off the hotel’s back yard. And you might not believe it, 
but some folks say there’s more to a vacation than just diving. 
So for them we created other wonderful distractions. Like 


ieces'ses = QUART HOUBZ 


Harvest’ restaurant, GRAND CAYMAN’S HOTEL FOR DIVERS BY DIVERS 





the renowned Cathy Church Photo Centre and what many 
locals would say is Cayman’s best bar. So whether you’re a 
certified diver or just dream about being one, Sunset House 
is the place for your next vacation. Call us today for rates on 
1-800 854 4767 or 345 949 7111 C8am-5pm EST). Or write us 


at Sunset House, PO Box 479, Grand Cayman, BWI. “lwo. 
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The friendly Spotted 
Dolphins (Stenella 
Palast ie. § ol adel is 
Sand Ridge are some 
of the most pho- 
tographed wild 
dolphins in the world. 


Diverse Live-Aboard 
Adventures in The Bah 


SEA FEVER 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY STEPHEN FRINK 


he Bahamas offer 

some of the best 

dive opportunities 

in this hemisphere. 
Its ads invite us to “Dis- 
cover Our Diversity. 
From the thrill of ship- 
wrecks, sharks and dra- 
matic drop-offs to the 
pure pleasure of shallow 
reefs and dolphin en- 
counters, The Bahamas offers you more 
diving opportunities than anywhere else 
on earth.” 

I agree with any superlatives that might 
be attached to Bahamas diving. But, it is 
also important to note there are more than 700 isiands and 2,000 
cays (small islets) spread out over 100,000 square miles of tropi- 
cal Atlantic Ocean. This is a massive destination and any one dive 
holiday to The Bahamas will deliver only a small vignette of its 
underwater wonders. 

Yet there is a way to maximize the variety of a Bahamas dive 
adventure—a live-aboard dive boat. This will extend the range of 
dive options and deliver more pristine sites than are available 
from a resort base. Captain Tom Guarino and his live-aboard 
Sea Fever have refined that premise during the past 14 years 
(even longer if you count former incarnations of Sea Fever live- 
aboards). Now, rather than a single itinerary, the Sea Fever offers 
six unique Bahamas cruises, each chosen specifically to optimize 
weather variables and to assure the probability for excellent ma- 
rine life encounters. 

Tom Guarino began his sport diving career in 1960 in the 
Philippines. Tom’s father was in the military and the family trav- 


Capt. Tom 
Guarino 


Above: The 90 foot Sea Fever is home away from home for | 4 adven- 
turous divers exploring the best of The Bahamas. Middle photo: 
Janette Weeks admires a brilliant Orange Elephant Ear Sponge at 
EI Capitan off the West End of Grand Bahama. 
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SEA FEVER 


eled frequently while Tom was young. 
Those early years of diving the Pacific for- 
ever shaped the direction of Tom’s life. 
He knew his life’s work would revolve 
around the ocean. When he was old 
enough he joined the Coast Guard and 
later opened his own dive shop in Key 
Largo. He bought a small six pack boat 
called the Annie- Up and began to pioneer 
Bahamas diving via a rather austere live- 
aboard. Then came a 40 foot version he 


Exclusive bayonet 
mount lets you 
change lenses 

Wate (-Ta-la-te. 


named Sea Fever. His years of running 
this boat made Tom realize he needed 
something faster (for greater range), 
more stable (for greater comfort and safe- 
ty) and more spacious (for greater guest 
amenities). At that time, no one had con- 
sidered making the crew boats working 
the oil fields into dive live-aboards. Yet in 
1983, Tom made a bold step by acquiring 
and converting one. Thus was the new— 
and much improved—Sea Fever born. 
The Sea Fever is 90 feet long with a 22 
foot beam and is powered by three 12 
cylinder diesel engines able to cruise at 16 
knots. She is set up to accommodatel4 
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passengers in seven cabins and offers full 
air-conditioning, complete marine elec- 
tronics (including radar, VHF and single 
sideband radios, Loran, GPS, sat nav, 
video fathometers and weather receiver) 
and, for photo enthusiasts, an E-6 dark- 
room. The dive deck is a state of the art af- 
fair with an oversized four tier camera 
table, tank racks with individual gear stor- 
age bins, freshwater showers and camera 
rinse and, of course, an oversized dive 
platform with extended ladders. 

Inflatable chase boats are deployed to 
enhance diver safety or for shore excur- 
sions. Inflatable safety tubes are also is- 
sued to each diver. 

The compressor system is of special note. 
Besides the two Bauer K14 compressors, 
the Sea Fever was the first live-aboard to in- 
stall a UBS nitrox membrane system. This 
is especially viable for live-aboard applica- 
tions because it eliminates the need to bring 
potentially flam- 
mable pure oxy- 
gen on board 
and obviates the 
requirement for 
oxygen clean 
tanks and regu- 
lators. Instead, 
nitrogen is ex- 
. tracted from air 
to yield enriched air (generally 32 percent 
oxygen). The live-aboard is a perfect venue 
to learn about and practice safe nitrox dive 
techniques. In fact, I got my nitrox certifi- 
cation aboard Sea Fever and highly recom- 
mend this course to future passengers. 

The specific itineraries offered by Sea 
Fever include departures from its home- 
port of Miami Beach, Nassau (New Provi- 
dence Island) and Freeport (Grand Ba- 
hama). These departures are designed to 
minimize open ocean runs and maximize 
the all important in-water dive time for 
guests. 

FROM MIAMI BEACH: The Sea Fever of- 
fers a fascinating tour to the uninhabited 
Cay Sal Banks from the late spring 
through early fall. These rugged and pic- 
turesque islands offer some of the very 
best wall diving in the islands, with visibil- 
ity continually in excess of 100 feet and 
colorful sponge and Black Coral decora- 
tion. Snapper Reef presents an unforget- 
table congregation of Schoolmasters and 
grunts, while at the Shark Hole Sharp- 
nose Sharks are occasionally sighted. A 
new shark feed has developed in the Black 
Hole with reliable encounters with 
Caribbean Reef Sharks. Fire Demon Cave 
is a terrific wide angle photo op with 
shafts of light piercing a shallow tunnel. 

During the fall and winter, the Sea 
Fever often tours the Western Bahamas, 
including the famed dive sites off Bimini, 
Cat Cay, Orange Cay and the Berry 
Islands. Highlights of this itinerary in- 


/ Wreck and shark diving 








clude an amazing interaction with a resi- 
dent pod of Spotted Dolphins found 
along El Dorado Shoal; shipwrecks such 
as the Bimini Trader, Bimini Barge and 
the Sapona; a high voltage shark feed fea- 
turing Caribbean Reef and Nurse Sharks 
at Shark Reef; and the rich marine life of 
Tuna Alley and Victory Reef. The gor- 
geous sand beaches and shallow Elkhorn 
gardens of the Berry Islands will appeal to 
both divers and snorkelers. 

FROM NAssAUu: Departures from Nassau 
operate from late spring through early fall 
and visit the Exumas, Eleuthera, Cat 
Island, Conception Island, Rum Cay, San 
Salvador, Crooked Island and the 
Acklins. This is not to imply all are acces- 
sible on the same trip, however, as this is 
too far even for the Sea Fever. Instead, 
there is an Exumas tour that takes in hot 
dive sites such as the Lost Ocean Blue 
Hole, Dog Rock Wall, Norman’s Cay, 
the shark dive at Danger Cay and what I 
consider one of the world’s best shallow 
water drift dives, the Wax Cay Cut. These 
are typically seven day trips, but there are 
also 12 and 14 day excursions into the 
Southern Bahamas that offer a high level 
of exploration. Many of these reefs and 
walls are unknown to any other operator 
and there is frequently the intoxicating 
sense of being the first diver to view these 
amazing wonders. 

FROM FREEPORT: The departures from 
Freeport tour the West End of Grand 
Bahama and also operate from late spring 
to early fall. Unlike most other itineraries, 
there are no islands to hide behind if the 
winter winds kick up, so Captain Tom gen- 
erally runs these tours in the summer. And 
magic tours they are, for the highlight is an 
interaction with a resident pod of Spotted 
Dolphins at famed White Sand Ridge. 

Most of the underwater photos you 
have seen of Spotted Dolphins were taken 
at White Sand Ridge. Cinematographers 
Howard Hall and Bob Talbot have like- 
wise immortalized this friendly pod. No 
one knows why they are so tolerant of 
divers and snorkelers. In fact, depending 
on their mood, they seem to seek us out 
for no reason other than to play. Sea Fever 
has had long experience delivering the 
best of these amazing encounters and 
does it extremely well. 

Yet, the Spotted Dolphins are not the 
only highlights of this West End itinerary. 
There is also the terrific shallow shipwreck 
known as the Sugar Wreck. The site is full 
of fish, especially grunts and goatfish but, 
when the sun goes down, it is transformed 
into an exceptional night dive with Log- 
gerhead Turtles, Southern Stingrays, octo- 
pus and all manner of nocturnal creatures. 
Shallow reefs and oceanic pinnacles are al- 
so accessible here, with sites such as 
Mount Olympus, El Capitan and Crystal 

Palace offering a combination of rich wide 


angle potential and impressive fish life. 

To learn more about the various Sea 
Fever tour options visit the Web site at 
www.seafever.com or, for reservations, 
call (800) 443-3837, (954) 202-5608 or 
fax (954) 351-9740, = 





COCHRAN’S COMPUTER TRADE-IN PRO- 
GRAM: The Undersea Technology Divi- 
sion of Cochran Consulting, Inc., has an- 
other first of its kind diver support pro- 


Actual photo taken with 
MMII-EX, 20mm Lens. 
F/11, from 5 feet, ISO 100 


New! YS-60TTL-S 
Strobe with 105° x 95° 
coverage and three 
power modes 


Exclusive bayonet 
mount lets you 
change lenses 
underwater! 


gram—the Computer Trade-In. Three 
options are available: Option 1 allows a 
trade-in of any Cochran made hoseless 
computer for the new hoseless Cochran 
Nemesis Ila Nitrox Taclite Computer. 
Option 2 allows a trade-in of any brand 
hoseless computer for the Cochran 
Nemesis IIa Nitrox Taclite. Option 3 al- 
lows a trade-in of any brand wrist mount- 
ed computer for the Cochran Com- 
mander Nitrox Computer. 

For more information, contact Gene 
Broome at (972) 644-6284 or e-mail mco 
chran@netcom.com. Visit the Cochran 
Web site at www.mcochran.com. ** 
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advance, power rewind, ISO indexing, exposure 
metering, in-viewfinder LED, and four shutter 
speeds that sync for TTL flash photography. Its 
built-in close-up lens focuses to 18 inches at a 
flip of a switch. With four accessory lenses and 
four dedicated strobes, your artistic oe 
is infinite. The MMII-EX, an ~~. 
uncomplicated system that 

performs like a pro. 
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CUBA ACCESSORIES 


SDM Editors Pick Items That Make 
Diving Safer, Easier and More Fun! 


BY TAMARA COLLINS 
PHOTOS BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


EDITORS’ _ CETACEA LOBSTER GAUGE: No more fum- 
PICK OF THE MONTH __gmmesitereu cay a celtsmort-mmarerl ai@-ticrsvisensers Blea: 
ster gauge! Snap this quick-release, three 
and one-quarter inch gauge to your BC and you'll always be ready 
to measure that tasty crustacean. Cetacea’s eco-friendly lobster 


gauge is made of a durable, recycled styrene plastic. It is 

lightweight and smaller than most aluminum gauges—you &,, 
won't even know it’s there until you need it. $11. For thename_ p--~ 
of a Cetacea dealer in your area, call (800) 223-2833. -* hay 





BAIN DE SOLEIL APRES SOLEIL LOTION: The best way to save your skin 


§ from the detrimental effects of the sun is to stay out of it. Un- 
34 fortunately, that isn’t always possible. After a day on the dive boat, 
BAN replenish your skin with the vitamins and plant extracts in Apres 


ltt. Soleil lotion. Alcohol free, fragrance free and color free, its essential 


issities ingredients—vitamins A, C, E, B5, and aloe, kiwi and chamomile 
bie plus emollients—will soothe and moisturize your skin and help pre- 
vent peeling. $6.99. For more information, call (800) 723-7529. = 


SPEARGEAR ULTIMATE SPEARGUN HOLSTER: a 4 
Carry your speargun on every dive—hands- <— ae ~~ ™® 
free. Speargear is less than eight ounces of nylon >, © gS \ 
webbing and corrosion resistant hardware that Q, | 
form a harness allowing you to carry your speargun ; 
yet quickly deploy it with only two fingers. Speargear 
comes in black (custom colors are available) and is adjustable to diver and 
speargun (usually accommodates spearguns up to 60 inches in length; not for 
use with pneumatics). $44.95. For more information, call (760) 243-3234 or 
(706) 549-5009, =#® 








INNOVATIVE SCUBA CONCEPTS FINE ART FACTORY 
MousepaD: Artist Kathy Johnston has designed eight 
aquatically inspired mousepads. Aquatic Menagerie 
is shown at left; other pads feature Butterflyfish, 
Barracuda, Orcas, Porkfish and Emperor Angels. 
There is also All Tucked In, which depicts clownfish 
and anemones, and Coral Corral, with fish and 
corals. The 8 by 9% inch mousepads cost $11.95. For 
more information, call (719) 597-2885. = 


PIONEER RESEARCH SEALIFE GEAR BAG: Make a splash the 
next time you go to the beach! Carry your camera, sun- 
glasses, wallet, etc., in this 10 by 7% inch angelfish bag. 
Padded to protect your valuables, the SeaLife Gear 
Bag is durable nylon/Lycra. The top opens with 
a zipper; the adjustable strap is detach- 
able. $24.95. For more information, call 
Pioneer Research at (800) 257-7742. = 


COMPRESSED AIR SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT, INC., SEA-CLEAR DIVING 
LUBRICANT: With a heightened sensitivity to the environment and the 
health of divers, Compressed Air has developed a food grade lubricat- 
ing fluid for compressor O-rings and rubber parts. It was designed to 
maintain a constant viscosity, have a high flash point and enhanced an- 
ti-wear additives. It is compatible with the use of mixed gases. $6.95 (for 
the four ounce bottle). For more information, call (954) 929-4462. =#® 
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These Professional 
Henderson Retailers 
are ready to assist in 

your suit selection 


Adventure Sports Auburn AL 334-887-8005 
Blue Water Scuba, Inc Pelham AL 205-663-7428 
Ricks Dive’NTravelCtr, Inc NorthLittleRock AR 501-753-6004 
Alexander’s/Dive Shop Too Nogales AZ 520-287-5103 


Aqua Blue Sports, Inc Phoenix AZ 602-955-4120 
El Mar Diving Ctr Mesa AZ 602-833-2971 
Scuba Specialties, Inc Phoenix AZ 602-504-1112 
ASU Divers Tempe AZ 602-431-1164 
Nautilus Aquatics Pleasant Hill CA 510-932-3483 
Nautilus Diving & Sports Ctr Rocklin CA 916-624-3483 
Ocean Enterprises San Diego CA 619-565-6054 
Pacific Wilderness SanPadro CA 310-833-2422 
Reef Seekers Beverly Hills CA 310-652-4990 
Sport Chalet AllLocations CA 818-790-2717 
Manta Ray Dive Center Fresno CA 209-437-1355 
Scuba Joe, Inc Boulder CO 303-444-7234 
A-1 Scuba & Travel Ctr Englewood CO 303-789-2450 
Scuba Den Wheat Ridge CO 303-431-1088 


Underwater Connection ColoradoSprsCO 719-599-3483 
Underwater Phantasea Denver CO 303-220-8282 


Denver Divers Denver CO 308-399-2877 
Underwater Phantasea Lakewood CO 303-988-6725 
High Plains Scuba Ft. Collins CO 970-493-8562 


Atlantian Dive & Travel Littleton CO 303-972-8993 
Sea View Scuba, Inc Quaker Hill CT 860-442-7279 
Beachnut Sports Center Westbrook CT 860-399-6534 
Poseiden Adventures Wilmington DE 302-656-2326 


Bill Jackson,, Inc Pinellas Park FL 813-576-4169 
Dean’s Dive Center Pt. Charlotte FL 941-255-1111 
Divers Den Panama City FL 904-871-1011 
Divers Discount Ft. LauderdaleFL 954-523-8354 
Mac’s Sports Clearwater FL 813-442-9931 
Deep Six Divers Services Lakeland FL 941-688-3015 
Action Aquatic Tampa FL 813-835-0062 
Sea Sports Distr Pearl City H| 808-456-531 1 
Boise Water Sports Boise ID 208-342-1378 


Adventures In Scuba Chicago IL 773-935-3483 
Frogg Pond Dive Shop Highland Park IL 847-432-5055 
Sea Lions Dive Center Hanover Park IL 630-289-1680 
Lake Michigan Scuba Ctr Lake Zurich IL 847-540-7211 
Divers Supply Indianapolis Indianapolis IN 317-897-2822 
Divers Supply IndyWest Indianapolis IN 317-297-2822 
Divers Supply Muncie Muncie IN 630-288-4868 
Pro Ski & Scuba, Inc Wichita KS 316-684-9738 
Jack Vilas & Assoc, Inc Morgan City LA 504-384-8012 


East Coast Divers Framingham MA 508-620-1176 
Divers Den Baltimore MD 410-668-6866 
Scuba Shoppe Rockville MD 310-762-6200 
Knight Diver, Inc Fallston MD 410-893-1636 
Aqua City Scuba Waterville ME 207-873-0266 
Johnson’s Sporting Goods Brunswick ME 207-725-7531 
J.R. Aquatic Center Niles MI 616-684-7007 
Recreational DivingSys RoyalOak MI 810-549-0303 
Advanced Aquatics St. ClairShores MI 810-779-8777 
Adventure Sports Eden Prairie MN 612-949-0909 
Scuba Daddy’s Dive Shop Apple Valley MN 612-432-7070 
Skin ‘N Scuba Dive Independence MO 816-358-0855 
Deep South Scuba Jackson MS. 601-957-3483 
Dive Shop Claremont NC 704-459-7440 
Water World, Inc Durham NC 919-596-8185 
Down Under Dive Ctr Raleigh NC 919-852-5333 
Mid Coast Diving Omaha NE 402-391-1559 
Underwater Sports Keene NH 603-357-4430 


3 Or Call Henderson for a retailer near you 
< phone 609-825-4771 Fax 800-222-0013 


8 local fax 609-825-6378 
OT —=—e 





These Professional 
Henderson Retailers 
are ready to assist in 

your suit selection 





Ibe World's Finest Snorkel and Dive Apparel 





Kunuku Dive & Travel Alpha NJ 908-454-3577 
Blue Water Divers Ramsey NJ 201-327-2822 
Dosil’s Sport Center N. Middletown NJ 908-787-0508 
East Coast Diving Northfield NJ 609-646-5090 
Mar-Vel Underwater Collingswood NJ 609-962-8719 
Ocean Explorers Edison NJ 908-906-8400 
Scuba Connection BelleMead NJ 908-359-1250 
Hoboken Dive Ctr, Inc Hoboken NJ 201-795-3483 
Blue Abyss Point Pleasant NJ 908-714-0200 
Lang’s Ski & Sport Trenton NJ 609-538-1970 
Aquatic Ctrof Rochester Henrietta NY 716-334-1670 
Central Skin Divers Jamaica NY 718-739-5772 
Dive, Inc/Diving Lynnbrook NY 516-872-4571 
Ocean Rock Bohemia NY 516-471-9500 
Pan Aqua Diving New York NY 212-736-3483 
Diving Discovery Scuba Ctr Albany NY 518-456-8146 j##§ <a” Vig ©” 
Scuba University BallstonSpa NY 518-885-8554 


U.S. Sports Distributor 
Regional Divers 


Lawrence NY 
Newburgh NY 


516-371-5075 
914-566-1112 




















































Byram Bay Sports Port Chester NY 914-937-2685 
Scuba Network Yonkers NY 914-779-2966 
Adventures in Diving Strongsville OH 216-572-2005 
Buckeye Diving School Bedford OH 216-439-3677 
Aquatic Sports Portland OR 503-245-4991 
AAqua-Tech Dive Ardmore PA 610-642-3483 
Scuba Venture, Inc Sinking SpringPA 610-678-2688 - Designer 
Smokey’s Divers Den Lancaster PA 717-393-5333 BS ti S = Hot Skins 
Underwater World Horsham PA 215-672-4180 Kids Hot Skins oct with Lycra®__ 
Dudas Diving Duds West Chester PA 610-436-0176 with Lycra®, = Cn 
York Diver York PA 717-846-0400 Made in U.S.A. SF green Salona 
B &M Distributing E. Providence RI 401-434-5058 ,  - Madein U.S.A. 
Sports Investment Warwick RI 401-785-4320 ns 
Dive Unlimited Aiken SC 803-649-3483 . me 
Dive World BigSandy TN 901-593-5063 a Henderson Trilaminate_ 
Aqua Adventures, Inc Dallas TX 214-696-6090 is Neutrally Buoyant, — : 
Dive West, Inc Dallas TX 214-750-6900 sone proes, Creams <2 
? Lee Soft Fleece Lining, Nylon ~ 
Divers Paradise Webster TX 281-332-9982 Lycra® exterior, Madein | 
International Scuba Pasadena IX 281-998-3483 U.S.A. | ae Carr 
Ocean's Window Plano TX 972-423-3483 “32 Black Mans. te 
Scuba Magic Carroliton TX 972-416-3644 Lightwalght Neoprene® — wg 
Sea Sports Scuba Houston TX 281-970-0899 Embossed chest for great 
Adventures in Scuba Irving TX 214-594-7234 new cok Acne a 
International Scuba Pasadena TX 281-998-3483 styling, Made in U.S.A. - 
Seatopia Pro’Dive Clearfield UT 801-776-3483 ie 














Neptune Divers Salt Lake City UT 801-466-9630 

Aquatic Adventures Alexandria VA 703-765-3483 

Ski & Dive Chantilly VA 708-263-0429 

The Dive Shop Fairfax VA 703-698-7220 

Waterfront Diving Center Burlington VT 802-865-2771 Classic ln ishecight 4 
Silent World Divers Bellevue WA 206-747-8842 Neoprene® Warm 

Underwater Connection MenomoneeF WI 414-251-8283 and Flexible, 


Made in U.S.A. 


Additional 
Retailers 
to follow 


ie 
a 















( Cap & Glovesconserve ~ 
~ warmth, great connie ee 
flexibility : 
Or Call Henderson for a retailer near you 


phone 609-825-4771 Fax 800-222-0013 
local fax 609-825-6378 


Octotropic boot with | 
Octopus sole design, | 
arch support and iad 
breathable side panels — e 


© SD/AD 1997 








SNORKELING WITH MARINE LIFE 


SNORKELERS ON A MISSION 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY TAMMY PELUSO 
































o this day, after ten years of under- 
water exploring, I still bubble with 
the exuberance ofa six year old at 
the sight of a seahorse. This proba- 

bly has something to do with my misad- 

ventures with sea monkeys during child- 
hood. Amazingly, I encountered my first 
seahorse the first time I went snorkeling. 

It was a tiny one, about an inch high; I 

found it bouncing across the sand in five 

feet of water. I cupped it gently in my 
hands and raced over to show my buddy. When I got her atten- 
tion, I released it near a patch of seagrass and we marveled at the 
antics of this bizarre little creature for half an hour. I left the wa- 
ter that day thinking that seahorses must be everywhere! It was 
six years before I saw another one. 

Seahorses, along with pipefish, belong to the family 


| 
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Synathidae. Common features include elongated bodies, pro- 
truding bony rings and a skinny tubular snout tipped with a tiny 
toothless mouth; seahorses feed primarily on plankton and tiny 
benthic animals. These curious creatures practice unusual mat- 
ing rituals—the male seahorse fertilizes the eggs, incubates them 
in his kangaroo-like pouch and gives birth. The females are 
merely egg donors—aquatic one-night stands. After depositing 
their eggs through a tiny slit in the male’s brood pouch, the fe- 
male disappears. The male incubates the eggs for one to two 
weeks, eventually delivering hundreds of tiny babies—a labori- 
ous process that can last several hours. After the birthing process 
is completed, the male leaves his progeny to fend for themselves. 
Before leaving, he will occasionally gobble up a few of his newly 
hatched offspring. The surviving seahorses, fully developed and 
capable, search out a suitable environment. 

The odd shape of the seahorse is unmistakable. Its tiny cocked 
head, long snout and languid body form gives it quirky horse- 
like features; its corkscrew tail and whimsical winged armor 
complete the vision, making it look like a creature out ofa fairy 
tale. Fully extended, the largest species can measure up to six 
inches; the smallest is almost microscopic. Coloring is extremely 
varied, the flashiest are brilliant yellow and scarlet, most are a 
mixed bag of pinks, reds and countless variations of stripes, 
solids and polka dots. Seahorses living in Sargassum often devel- 
op fleshy appendages that help them blend in. 

Despite their grand design, seahorses are poor swimmers; it 
can take them more than a minute to cover a foot of ground. 
Fortunately, they have 
effective camouflage 
techniques and excel- 
lent maneuverability 
that enables them to 
stalk prey and elude 
predators. The trans- 
parent slatted dorsal 
fin on the seahorse’s 
back is its most pow- 
erful means of 
propulsion—flutter- 
> ing up to 70 times per 
second. A pair of pec- 
toral fins behind the 
seahorse’s head help 
with steering and 
braking. Because of their inability to move quickly, seahorses 
live a relatively stationary existence, typically inhabiting regions 
of the reef where there is little or no current. 

Even though seahorses are stationary, territorial and down- 
right large in many cases, they are almost impossible to find 
without the help of someone who knows where they reside. The 


Diligent snorkelers can find Lined Sea- 
horses (Hippocampus erectus—above 
left) curled around sponges and corals. 








trouble is, seahorses are usually where 
you least expect them, I learned that sev- 
eral years ago during a nighttime sea- 
horse hunt under a pier in The 
Bahamas. Our boat had just arrived in 
Grand Turk after a week long live- 
aboard adventure and the captain men- 





tioned there were “lots” of seahorses un- | | _ Bill, Nowdla, and the staff at Bimini 
der a nearby pier. Our gear was washed, lag made the vacation 
dried and packed away but, for the sea- for me... It's people | 
horses, it was worth it. (like them] that 
Even though we were only going to be make this j 
snorkeling in seven feet of water, we | | SUCH aM _Sor css 
were required by local law to hire a dive- | | @njoyable sport.” 
master to accompany us. Fully knowl- Annette Wilson, Larkspur, CA. 
edgeable of our intentions, he sat nearby Explore reefs, wrecks, and exper! 
and watched, for 40 minutes, while we swimming with Biminis wild dolphins. 
scoured every inch of every piling look- 3 days/2 nights from $219.00 8 days/7 nights from $752.00 
ing for seahorses. Just as I was about 'e) 5 Bill KE} N FFE! 
ready to abort my mission, my light fell ; | 


PO. Box 693515, Miami, FL. 33269 


on a pile of coral-encrusted fishing line, 
www. biminiundersea.com 


coiled at the base ofa piling. As I looked ie 
around I saw there were dozens of simi- : — Ker FES 242-347-3089 = fax 242-347-3079 


lar clusters scattered like tumble weeds | | (gg), gaa 1-8 OOoO-3 4. 8-4 6 4 FG. fol. 





across the sandy bottom. Then it hit 305-653-5572 » 305-652-9148 Fax 
me—how can the seahorses be on the . . 
pilings? They have nothing to hang on- ve A pg eink 
to! Within moments we had uncovered | 
one-half dozen rather crusty, drab-col- 
ored seahorses hanging on to fishing Join ihe Bolfom 
line, blending in perfectly with their Time Il for a live- 
surroundings. aboard snorkel 
Seahorses exist in oceans around the excursion in the 








EXPERIENCE A 
SNORKELING 
F ADVENTURE AT 
SAND DOLLAR 






























world but they seem to be encountered Bahamas. Swirr 3 ‘ALIA NT 
with the greatest frequency in The rasrefesir es ! CON 0M q IUM 
Bahamas and Caribbean. At several des- O , 
tinations, seahorses are in such abun- 5 Call for compete RESORT 
dance they have been integrated into the 9 Guided Snorkeling RESERVATIONS: 
underwater repertoire of attractions. BOIIIN Se z packages andask 1-800-288-4773 
Lined Seahorses (Hippocampus erectus) Fer more infocalt Bottom TInté Ay . about our kids or 407-774-9292, 
are the most common. Photos of | mMUPXUeeL clea e: -lelameley oe gente Th serazeo 
Bonaire's seahorses have been featured | ay he pee SNORKELING INSTRUCTORS & NATURALIST ON STAFF 
in dozens of ads and articlesand have | ™ — aa Be RTA Sarced Ce aean aed 2 SRI Ay oe 
won countless photo contests.The sea- . 
horses can dependably be found clutch- , While snaiee at sig eae “3 T1173 
ing sponges and coral in the shallow wa- most exclusive resort, discover 
Receh the Town Pier. In Dominica, the pristine world below the sea : ; : 
there are seahorses everywhere. As soon _ through “Guided Snorkeling Tours” at _ : x itied KELLY’S ON THE Bay 
as I arrived I asked the divemaster if he The Plasa Resort 7 tho & Aqua-Nut Divers 
could show me a seahorse—he asked me | 2- Tank 2-Location Dive for only $40.00 
what color. _ a de eal at le oN abe AA Ae Na 

Seahorses are surprisingly docile and | ba 5G > | “A Very Special Place” 
tolerant. They make fantastic photo sub- orn wea - | Hooe:tcaik be yprviesicietceinlttsiesobk hasan 
jects but often tuck their heads down and ee, qe peor 
turn away, making it difficult to get a rE ies f ee I P PADI, NAUI instruction, open water referrals, Nitrox instruction. 
head-on, in-the-eyes photo. Both sea- eet 1-800-226-0415 | 
horses and pipefish are very territorial ‘ | stig s Pe se — eee toy lenge F308) | a 

| Tel: 617-821-1012 * Fax: 617-821-1568 305-451-1622 Fax 305-451-4623 q 

and have been known to inhabit the same E-mail: Kellysmo@aol.com 


° Web: http://Florida-Keys.fl.us/kellys.htm 
sponge, gorgonian, Sargassum or seagrass 


patch for long periods of time. They are 
hard to find but once you know where 
they live you can return to see them again 
and again, as long as you don’t disturb 
them. Seahorses will abandon their 
homes if they are aggravated excessively. 
Treat them gently and you can enjoy last- | 
ing lifelong memories. = Tel: 919-833-1907 





—— circle #41 on Reader Service Card ———- 


,), CAYMAN BRAC LUXURY 


| Sa) New spacious 2 bdrm condos on the sea. White 
sand beach, palm trees, sun, restaurant, pool, friendly 
1 people. Dive pkgs from $670/wk. Free brochure. 


BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
Box 4-S Stake Bay, Cayman Brac, Cayman Islands, B.W.I. | 





Call toll free 800/791-7911 © Fax 345/948-1111 
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SCUBA ACCESSORY 


Intelligent Scuba LR-800 


Underwater Light 


POORURE T SIZE POV Gis 


BY JIM WALKER 
PHOTO BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


mall enough to fit in a BC pocket, yet 

powerful enough to be used as a pri- 

mary underwater light, the LR-800 

from Intelligent Scuba is packed with 
advanced features. Weighing only one 
pound, ten ounces in air, and just ten 
ounces in the water, the 6.7 by 2 inch light 
is easy to handle. Made of black anodized 
aluminum and stainless steel, it is both 
rugged and simple to operate. It hasa 
thumb activated on/off lever and a three 
position, padded handle—which locks up 
under the light body for compact storage; 
down for a pistol style grip; and backward 
for a flashlight style grip (which also locks 
the switch on or off). 


Depth rated to 
660 feet, the LR- 
800 provides ten 
watts of power 
to a 9.5 volt, 
one amp halo- 
gen bulb, re- 
sulting in a very dé 
bright spot style beam. a 
The rechargeable battery pack 
will power the light for up to 1.5 
hours ona full (6.5 hour) charge. 

The light comes with a waterproof, 
padded case, charger, adjustable wrist lan- 
yard, extra O-rings and a spare bulb—all 
for $235. The LR-815, a 15 watt light with 





ON OUR UNLIMITED 
DIVE PACKAGE 
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a one hour burn time, is available for 
$248. For information contact Intelligent 
Scuba, 42 Sherwood Terrace, Suite 9, Lake 
Bluff, IL 60044; (800) 407-6201, (708) 
735-9600 or fax (708) 735-9601. = 











OUR SPECIAL LOW PRICES 


WALLIN’S 
DIVE CENTER 


The Dive Store 
That's As Close As 
Your Coffee Table. 


Featuring a 
full line of 
Parkway™ 
products 
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VVe Feature 
Parkway™ 
products 


PARES 


800-LV-SCUBA 


A. Lycra Suit... 0.0.0... c cece eee ee 94495 
B. 6.5mm Full Parkway Wetsuit .............$179.95 
C. Kid's Shorty ...............00.. 00000 94995 
D. Parkway Hood ........................829.95 
E. Parkway Fleece Suit ....................9149.95 
F Ballistic Duffle .........................879.00 
G. Roller Pack Bag ....................... 5119.00 
H. Pull Cart Bog ...............cc eee ee 9159.95 
|. Tracker Boots .............0cces eee ee 924.95 
J. 2mm Shorty ......... 0.0 cece cece 909.95 
K. 3mm Full Parkway Wetsuit (not shown) ....S99.95 





The Dive 
Store 
That's As 
Close As 
Your Cottee 














BOOKS 


Diving Baja California 

Diving Bay Islands 

Diving Belize 

Diving Bermuda 

Diving Bonaire 

Diving British Virgin Islands 

Diving Cayman Islands 

Diving Club Med 

Diving Cozumel 

Diving Hawaii 

Diving Off The Beaten Track 

Diving Offshore California 

Guide to Marine Life: Caribbean, Bahamas, Florida . . .$34 
Jim Church’s Essential Guide to Nikonos Systems 


Jim Church’s Essential Guide to Underwater Video ... $19.95 


The Essentials of Deeper Diving 


Coastal Fish ID: California to Alaska 
Deluxe Underwater Log 
Galapagos: A Terrestrial & Marine Phenomenon 


STOCKING STUFFERS 


: TANT 
Sh EEE oe 
NETWT. 8 FL. Oz. (237m 


Cd 


CAUTION: EYE IRRITAY 


"EE BACK PANEL FOR a 
NET WT. 8 FL. OZ. (237 


WALLIN’S 


Ned Loach’s Diving Guide to U/W Florida 

Reef Coral ID: Florida, Caribbean, Bahamas 
Reef Creature ID: Florida, Caribbean, Bahamas 
Reef Fish ID: Florida, Caribbean, Bahamas 
Reef Fish ID: Galapagos 


Snorkeling Guide to Marine Life: Florida, Caribbean, Bahamas ...$12.95 


Australia: Coral Sea & Barrier Reef 
Bahamas: Family Islands & Grand Bahama 
Bahamas: Nassau & New Providence 


Cayman Islands 
Cocos Islands 
Cozumel 


Curacao 

Fiji Island 

Florida’s East Coast 
Guam and Yap 


Guide to Shipwreck Diving: New York & New Jersey ..$16.95 


Guide to Shipwreck Diving: North Carolina 
Guide to Shipwreck Diving: Southern California 
Jamaica 


Northern California & the Monterey Peninsula 
Palau Islands 

Puerto Rico 

Roatan & Honduras’s Bay Islands 

Seychelles 

Shooting Underwater Video 

Southern California 

St. Martin, Saba, & St. Eustatius 


The British Virgin Islands 
The Florida Keys 

The Great Lakes 

The Hawaiian Islands 

The Pacific Northwest 

The Red Sea 

The Turks & Caicos Islands 
The U.S. Virgin Islands 
Truk Lagoon 

Vanautu 


Kenya & Tanzania 
Malaysia & Singapore 
The Red Sea 

The Cayman Islands 
Philippines 

The Great Barrier Reet 


$24.95 
$14.95 


800-587-2822 


DIVE CENTER 1119 Industrial Road #7 © San Carlos, CA 94070 
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miles due east of Fort Pierce, Florida. 
The Ward Line called on the Mohawk to 
continue its successful Havana run. 

At 4:00 pm on January 25, the Mohawk left 
her East River pier at the foot of Wall Street in Lower Manhattan, New 
York. She was bound for Havana, Cuba, and two Mexican ports— 
Progreso and Vera Cruz. She carried 53 passengers, 110 crew and a car- 
go of 1,286 tons. The temperature was 5°F with clear skies and calm seas 
as the Mohawk cleared Sandy Hook, New Jersey, at 5:35 pm. The 
Norwegian freighter Talisman left her pier at Thirtieth Street in 
Brooklyn, New York, at 6:35 pm bound for Bahia, Brazil, with a stop in 
Claymont, Delaware. She passed Sandy Hook at 7:08 pm. 

The Mohawk should have been 25 miles ahead of the freighter but 
dawdled to recalibrate her compass. The Talisman, traveling at 12 knots 
and steering a course of nearly due south, passed the Mohawk. 

After completing her calibrations, the Mohawk increased speed to 15 
knots, overtaking the Talisman and moving abreast off the freighter’s 
starboard side. With no warning, the Mohawk veered hard to port and 
ran directly across the Talisman’s bow. The Talisman reversed engines 
and attempted to turn hard to port. The Mohawk continued directly in 
front of the Talisman at high speed and the bow of the freighter plunged 
into the port side of the passenger liner. The impact, about 40 feet be- 
hind the Mohawk’s stem, crushed two sailors in their cabins. The speed 


he Ward Line, a subsidiary of the Atlantic, Gulf & West 
Indies Steamship Line, had its share of trouble in 1934 
and 1935. The pride of its line, Morro Castle, was de- 
stroyed by fire on September 8, 1934, off Asbury Park, 
New Jersey, with the loss of 124 lives. On January 6, 1935, its 
passenger ship Havana ran aground ona Bahamian reef 60 
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Clockwise from top: The 402 foot passenger liner Mohawk 
before it sank off the New Jersey coast in 1935. A Frilled 
Anemone on the superstructure of the Mohawk filters 
nutrients from the water. Seastars, Blue Mussels and a 
variety of anemones have also taken advantage of the artifi- 
cial reef. Inset left: A plate recovered from the shipwreck. 
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Aboard the M.V. BILIKIKI or 
M.V. SPIRIT of SOLOMONS 


= SPECIAL CHARTERS 
| Jan/Feb / Mar ’98 © 
: All spaces at a special rate of 
$225/pppn 

(| £8 10night trips. 
| Enjoy our finest ensuite ” 
| cabinsaboardthe | 
Spirit of Solomons at 


' UNPRECEDENTED SAVINGS! 
: Limited Availability 
1st Come, 1st Served! 


— Ltd. 
800-663-5363 | 
www.bilikiki.com ' 

or e-mail: Aetilslsadl le ca 


Solomon er | 1 
Solomon Islands National Airline q 


800- Sor 4277 
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CAYMAN BRAC ESCAPE! 
TO THE ° 


New, deluxe 2 bedroom villas on 
5 lj iH FA [ .” ERE 


. ~\___ secluded palm-shaded, white sand beach. 
Restaurant, top-rated dive shop, complete 
dive packages from $638/week. 
| The Caribbean’s best diving 
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NUDIBRANCH ® 
INTERNATIONAL : 













Hike, bike, 
explore, relax. 


just steps from your door! 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 


For a free brochure call 1-800-972-9795 


Call for information 


1-800-87-DIVER 
(305) 294-7177 
World’s Foremost Authority in Scuba 
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~ SHIPWRECK TREASURES A 














In 1622, the Spanish Treasure Galleon 
Nuestra Senora de Atocha went to the bottom of the 
sea with 47 troy tons of gold and silver treasure. 

The hoard remained lost for over three and a half 
centuries... until 1985, when explorer MEL FISHER 
wrestled the motherlode from Posideon's grip! 


Now you can own a piece of history! 


CALL TODAY! 
1 a S00 "% 6 2 1 ry 2 440 This handsome Piece of Eight” 
RESORT GRAPHICS pendant was cast from one of the 


375 year old Silver Bars recovered from 
the wreck of the Atocha. The Pendant is 
solid Silver and features a 14KT Gold 
overlay bezel. Each comes gift boxed 
with a Certificate of Authenticity. 


Maritime Art, Jewelry and Collectables 
447 Carson Avenue, Atlantic City, N.J. 08401 
609-348-5826 © Fax 24 Hrs: 609-344-3052 
Call or write for our free brochure! 


SD/AD © 1997 


Shown enlarged 40% 
VISA/MC/AMEX/DISCOVER OR CHECK/M.0. ACCEPTED 


Shipping Charges: U.S. Addresses add $5.00. Allow up to 14 business days for U.S. delivery. 
Rush delivery (2-4 Days) $8.50. Regular Canadian delivery $8.50. All other foreign deliveries $21.50. 


ALL orders paid by check held 10 business days before shipping. NJ Residents add 6% sales tax. 
Lifetime Satisfaction Guarantee or return your purchase for a prompt refund or exchange. 
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NEW JERSEY’S MOHAWK 


of the Mohawk swung the Talisman 
around to the east and the vessels parted 
almost at once. 

According to Robert “Tex” Barnett, an 
able seaman on the bridge of the Mohawk, 
the ship’s actions were caused by a faulty 
telemotor. The collision occurred before 
crewmen could connect the handsteering 
apparatus below decks. 

At 9:39 pm, within two minutes of im- 
pact, SOS messages flashed across both 
wireless sets. The slightly damaged 
Talisman radioed: “Bow damaged, but 


MOHAWK 
SPECIFICATIONS 


402 feet long by 54 
feet wide by 20 feet 
deep 


All steel with double 


bottom and water 
ballast tanks for 
stability 


272,500 cubic feet 
8,140 tons 

16 to 18 knots 
6,180 barrels 

7,000 miles 


...1n excess of 
$2,000,000 
Newport News 
Shipbuilding and 
Drydock Company 
on Oct. 21, 1925 
Clyde-Mallory 
Lines, Inc. 


New York, NY 


Freight capacity 
Displacement 


Average speed 
Fuel capacity 





not in need of assistance.” The Mohawk 
listed to port, her decks awash from the 
collision. She began to right herself to 
starboard as water filled the compart- 
ments of the ship. Captain Joseph E. 
Wood gave the orders to have all passen- 
gers put on lifebelts and to prepare to 
lower lifeboats. He made an attempt to 
steer the ship toward the shallows of the 
beach but was undone by an electrical 
failure. 

The last message sent from the Mohawk 
was at 10:23 pm, about one hour after the 
collision. It said: “No orders from 
Captain. Think that we are going to aban- 
don ship. Very bad list.” The United Fruit 
Company’s vessel Limon responded to 
the call for help as did the liner Algonquin. 

During the Mohawk’s last minutes, 
passengers and crew launched eight of the 
liner’s ten lifeboats. Ice was chopped away 
from the blocks so the boats could be low- 
ered to the sea. One seaman, working 
frantically to free a lifeboat, was crushed 
to death beneath it. 








Passengers and crew in lifeboats closest 
to the Mohawk saw its bow go under and 
its bronze propeller exposed as the stern 
rose high in the air. People jumped from 
the stern into the sea. Captain Wood was 
seen on the bridge as the ship started to 
sink below the waves. 

Picket boats from the Coast Guard sta- 
tions at Manasquan and Shark River 
transferred survivors to the Limon. For 
several hours, the Limon and the Algon- 
quin stayed in the vicinity to make sure all 
the lifeboats were recovered. The Tal- 
isman stayed at the scene throughout the 
night and was the last ship to leave. 

At dawn, Coast Guard and Navy planes 
and two blimps from the Naval Air 
Station in Lakehurst, New Jersey, joined 
the search. The hulk of the Mohawk could 
be seen from the air with two lifeboats 
floating on the surface, still tethered to the 
wreck. Five bodies were spotted in an air 
search more than 20 miles from the colli- 
sion scene and Coast Guard ship 190 
made the recovery. Of the 163 on board, 
15 passengers and 30 crew members were 
either dead or missing. 

In 1935, the United States did not have 
safety standards for passenger liners. If 
the Mohawk had met existing interna- 
tional standards that required stronger 
bulkheads, she would not have sunk. 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, an- 
gered by the needless loss of life, enacted 
legislation within 24 hours of the tragedy 
to develop a standard. 

The day after the Mohawk reached the 
bottom, the United States Light House 
Service placed a buoy over the wreck 
warning ofa hazard to navigation. The 
Ward Line considered raising the Mo- 
hawk but this idea never reached fruition. 
The passenger liner was demolished by 
explosives and wire dragged to lower its 
underwater profile. 

Much of the Mohawk is now unrecog- 
nizable; still prominent are the bow sec- 
tion, boilers and winches. The wreckage is 
strewn over a large section of the bottom 
about six and a half miles off the coast of 
New Jersey, directly east of Normandy 
Beach. Her large footprint allows a num- 
ber of boats to anchor at one time. With 
max bottom depth of 77 feet, the wreck is 
a good second dive for those who venture 
deeper on their first and is equally good 
for an entire day of diving. 

There is a wealth of marine life on and 
around the Mohawk. Metridium sea 
anemones cover many of the surfaces as 
do Blue Mussels, hydroids, Northern Star 
Coral, starfish and barnacles. Bergalls, 
Blackfish and Seabass are found on the 
upper portions of the wreck while ling, 
Pollack, Eel Pouts and Sea Robins inhabit 
the bottom. The steel structure provides 
plenty of nooks and crannies for the New 
Jersey diver’s favorite game species—the 


North American Lobster. In the sand, 
fluke, flounder, skates, scallops, Burrow- 
ing Anemones, Sand Dollars, Moon 
Snails and hermit crabs add to the smor- 
gasbord of marine life. 

For those who hunt artifacts rather 
than food, the Mohawk continues to yield 
treasures of tin, silver and china. During 
the last eight years, divers have brought 
up more than 800 pieces of china with a 
blue rose pattern manufactured by the 
W.H. Grindley Company. The best time 
for major finds like these seems to be in 
the spring or early summer, after the win- 
ter storms have churned up the bottom. 


The Mohawk is quite large and it is easy 
to become disoriented. Consider using a 
line reel or stay on the fringe of the wreck 
where it meets the sandy bottom. Swim 
along the perimeter in one direction; then 
turn around and go back the same way. 

A high price was paid for divers and fish- 
ermen to use the Mohawk. The legacy of 
this passenger liner has been safer boating 
for all, a home for a great number of ma- 
rine inhabitants, a popular sportfishing lo- 
cation and a wonderful wreck dive. For in- 
formation on charter dive boats that visit 
the Mohawk, contact the Eastern Dive Boat 
Association at (516) 928-3849, = 


=3 3 SP 4 
WARNING 


PAYING TOO MUCH FOR YOUR DIVING VACATION CAN BE 
HAZARDOUS TO YOUR WEALTH! 


“We will not be undersold” 


800-327-8150 


(954) 462-3400 
(954) 462-4100 fax 


BELIZE 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com i 
http://www.nealwatson.com/belize.htm 





a Neal Watson’s Undersea Adventures Affiliate 


PACKAGES 
AS LOW AS: 
8 day / 7 night 
$599 pp. dbl. occ. 


B Room, Room taxes, 
5 two-tank dives, 
tanks & weights 


SUNBREEZE 


BEACH HOTEL 


SD/AD © 1997 San Pedro Ambergris Caye Belize 





circle #310 on Reader Service Card 








800-327-8150 


(954) 462-3400 
(954) 462-4100 (fax) 


e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
http://www.nealwatson.com/chub.htm 


(@omen CAY 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


A Neal Watson Undersea Adventures Affiliate. 
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CHUB CAY “FISHBOWL OF THE E BAHAMAS”) 


Our spectacular walls, colorful coral reefs, abundance of marine life and 
easy access to shore diving or snorkeling have earned Chub Cay the title 
“The Fishbowl of the Bahamas.” 


\ Ww 







rw PACKAGES 
="  ASLOWAS: 
3 days/2 nights 
S | 9 p.p. dbl. 
8 days/7 nights 
S 82 p.p. dbl. 
3 DIVES PER DAY & 
UNLIMITED SHORE DIVING 


room dbl. occ., room taxes, 
ground transfers, tanks & weights. 
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uring the past five centuries, 
more than 1,000 ships have been 
lost off Bermuda. A 19th century 
historian aptly dubbed the island 
a “graveyard of ships.” The waters 
around Bermuda conceal more wrecks 
than any other area in the Western 
Hemisphere, with the possible exception 
of the Florida Keys. In several areas of the 
Bermuda seafloor two, and, in one case, 
three ships from different periods lie on 
top of each another. 
On modern maps, Bermuda appears as 
a small dot in the Atlantic some 569 miles 
off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. 
However, it played a key role in early nav- 
igation and is shown disproportionately 
large on old maritime charts. One of the 
larger of the 300 isles, islets and rocks that 
make up the British colony, Bermuda 
Island was known as the Isle of Devils be- 
cause of its perilous waters. 
The first settlers arrived on Bermuda as 
a result of a shipwreck. The Sea Venture, 
an English ship carrying colonists to the 
Virginia Plantation, wrecked off the island 
in 1609. In May of 1610, the survivors 
reached Virginia but some returned to 
Bermuda and founded a colony. 
From earliest times Bermudans en- 
gaged in salvaging shipwrecks. When 









William Phips first reached Nuestra 
Senora de la Concepcion on Silver Shoals 
he discovered Bermudan wreckers had al- 
ready beat him to the galleon and recov- 
ered a substantial amount of treasure. As 
late as World War II, salvaging wrecks 
was still an important occupation for 
Bermudans. Thousands of tons of scrap 
iron were salvaged from wrecks for the 
war effort, including untold numbers of 
cannons and anchors, which made find- 
ing the wrecks later more difficult. 

The first major treasure recovery in this 
century was made in 1955 by Teddy 
Tucker, a Bermudan descended from the 
island’s first governor. Tucker learned to 
dive at the age of 12. He was so fascinated 
with the underwater environment that he 
constructed his own diving helmet. He 
placed a glass window in one-half ofa 
small boiler tank and attached one end of 
a garden hose to the top, the other end to 
ahand pump on the surface. With this 
contraption, young Teddy and several 
school chums explored Bermuda’s coral 
reefs; they made plenty of money selling 
seafans, shells and coral to tourists. 

When WW II broke out, Tucker joined 
the Royal British Navy. After the war he 
spent three years as a commercial diver in 
the Far East and Indian Ocean, salvaging 


BY ROBERT F. MARX 

































































ships lost during the war. Returning to 
Bermuda he started a commercial salvage 
firm with his partner and brother in law, 
Bob Canton. When the salvage business 
was slow they also fished commercially. 

In 1950, Tucker spotted two iron can- 
nons in about 25 feet of water. Several 
days later he and Canton returned to the 
spot, which was about ten miles off 
Hamilton Harbour. The two men raised 
both cannons, as well as a large copper 
kettle full of lead musket balls. They 
planned to sell the cannons as scrap iron, 
but members of the Bermuda Monu- 
ments Trust Commission offered them a 
great deal more than they would have re- 
ceived for scrap. They went back to the 
wreck site and recovered four more can- 
nons, an anchor and a pewter plate. 

Five years later, after a severe storm had 
passed through the area, the two men 
stopped at the wreck site and Tucker 
jumped in wearing a facemask. Reaching 
the bottom he saw a piece of metal and 
pulled it out. It was a beautifully decorat- 
ed bronze apothecary’s mortar bearing 
the date of 1561. Excited by the find, he 
returned to the boat and donned a Desco 
shallow water diving mask. Using a small 
piece of board, Tucker fanned the sand 
where he had found the mortar and un- 


covered a handful of blackened silver 
coins. He then dug a trench about seven 
inches deep and saw a gleaming object. It 
was a gold cube weighing two ounces. 
Tucker was so intoxicated by this find 
that he bumped his head on the bottom of 
the boat while surfacing. 

Tucker and his brother in law decided 
to become fulltime treasure hunters. They 
planned to work the wreck systematically 
and secretly, with several trusted friends 
to serve as diving tenders and deckhands. 
Their first goal was to remove all visual 
signs of the wreck to keep others from 
finding it. 

The coins and gold cube had come 
from a sand pocket in the coral reef that 
was about 60 feet in diameter. In the reef 
itself, which rose to within 12 feet of the 
surface, they located dozens of iron can- 
non balls and several muskets embedded 
in the coral. Attached to them they dis- 












YEAR 1533: One of the richest wrecks lost off Bermuda 

was the 110 ton ship Santa Maria de Portugalete, owned 
by the king of Spain and commanded by Captain Juan de Leon. 
She carried more than two million ducats in gold artifacts that 
the conquistadors had plundered from the Aztecs, plus six chests 
of precious stones and one chest of pearls. Three years later a 
passing ship picked up the survivors on the southernmost is- 
land. None of her treasure was ever found. 

YEAR 1550: The 200 ton ship Santa Maria de la Bella, was 

lost on the return from Nombre de Dios, Panama, with a 
cargo of more than one million pesos in Peruvian gold and sil- 
ver, plus a large amount of emeralds from Colombia. The ship 
parted from a homebound Spanish fleet during a hurricane near 
Bermuda. It was presumed lost on the high seas until 1554, when 
two survivors picked up by a Spanish ship declared their ship 
had wrecked on a reef about a league west of the “main island.” 

3 YEAR 1551: The returning treasure fleet of this year was 

struck by a hurricane in the Straits of Florida. When it 
was seen that the capitana, or flagship, was in danger of sinking, 
all of her 2.5 million pesos in treasure were transferred to a mer- 
chant ship (name unknown) owned by a Senor Alcola. Alcola’s 
ship’s navigator mistakenly thought he was still 100 leagues from 
Bermuda and, in the dead of night, ran the ship up on the reefs. 
After firing several guns to signal her plight, two ships from the 
convoy were ordered to stay behind and find the survivors. 
Apparently she quickly broke up, since by first light there was no 
sign of the ship, her vast treasure or any survivors. 

4 YEAR 1560: As the fleet of treasure galleons approached 

and were in sight of Bermuda, a horrendous storm 

struck and the capitana, carrying more than two million pesos 


in gold and silver, 
plus a large amount 
of precious stones and 
pearls, disappeared. It 
was totally lost and be- 

lieved to have either 

foundered in deep water or on the reefs of Bermuda. No trace of 
her was ever found. 


YEAR 1563: When the 55 ship treasure fleet of Captain 

5 General Juan Menéndez de Aviles was passing Bermuda, 

a hurricane struck, separating all of the ships. The capitana and 

four merchantmen, carrying more than three million pesos in 

treasure and other cargo, were never seen again and presumed 
lost on the reefs of Bermuda or nearby, in deep water. 


YEAR 1584: Twenty-one years later a similar disaster oc- 

curred; this time with a fleet of 51 ships under the com- 
mand of Captain General Antonio Manrique. While the hurri- 
cane raged, the ships did their best to keep from being cast upon 
the hungry jaws of Bermuda’s reefs. However, six ships—three 
large galleons carrying a total of 3.35 million pesos in treasure 
and three merchantmen with some treasure and other cargo— 
were totally wrecked on the reefs. Later that same year, a ship 
sailing alone from Honduras was also wrecked, carrying an un- 


known amount of gold and silver from Guatemala. When sur- 
vivors from this last wreck were rescued two years later, they re- 
ported finding wreckage but no traces of survivors from “a large 
number of ships on the beaches.” 
7 YEAR 1596: The 350 ton merchantman, San Pedro, carry- 
ing about 500,000 pesos in treasure and other cargo, was 
lost owing to faulty navigation. Other ships managed to rescue 
her crew before large seas flung her “upon the reefs.” If this is the 
same San Pedro found by Tucker in 1955, there is still plenty of 
treasure left. 
8 YEAR 1603: An unidentified galleon in the treasure fleet 
of Captain General Luis Fernandez de Cordova separated 
from the convoy in a storm and was wrecked “upon the rocks of 
Bermuda.” (This either means she hit the shore or reefs, as reef 
were also called rocks in the old days.) Most of her registered 
treasure was recovered later by another ship of the same fleet. 
Later, in Spain, it was discovered she also was carrying a “vast 
amount of contraband gold and silver which was not recov- 
ered.” The crew of this lost galleon reported seeing evidence of 
many other shipwrecks on the beaches of Bermuda. 
YEAR 1622: During a storm that struck the Treasure Fleet 
of Captain General Fernando de Sousa, two ships were 
lost off Bermuda: the San Ignacio and the Nuestra Senora de la 
Limpia Concepcion. Combined they car- 
ried close to 1.45 million pesos in trea- 
sure. English settlers on Bermuda at 
the time recovered some of the San 
Antonio’s treasure and Tucker also 
found some treasure on her. 
There is probably quite a bit 
more treasure as her re- 
mains were scattered 
over a large area of the 
seafloor. The Limpia 
Concepcion was never 
located and could have 
slipped off a reef and gone 
down in deeper water. 
YEAR 1644: An 
10 English chart of 
Bermuda dated 1740 had the 
following information 
marked on it: “Amongst these 
rocks which extend above three 
leagues to the northeast of the is- 
land are a great number of wrecks 
and amongst others that of a rich 
Spanish ship lost about the year 1644. It 
was once discovered, but it is now fished 
for in vain. Off the southwest and west 
northwest section of the island are great 
numbers of rocks at three to four 
leagues distance from land, whereby an abundance of ships have 
been lost.” It must be remembered that during the 300 years the 
Spaniards ferried treasure back from the New World, many 
ships disappeared at sea without any notice; many of these no 
doubt ended up on the reefs of Bermuda. 
l l YEAR 1684: The Spanish galleon San Salvador, carrying 
more than two million pesos in treasure from both Peru 
and Mexico, ran upon the reefs of Bermuda. After setting the ship 
on fire to prevent the Bermudans from getting her treasures, the 
crew and passengers made it ashore in small boats. Unfortunately, 
the ship’s magazine exploded and the Bermudans reported they 
were only able to recover a very small part of her precious cargo, 
which was scattered over a wide area and covered by shifting 
sands. 
12 YEAR 1792: The French brig Le Grand Aanictl, sailing 
from Hispaniola with “a very rich cargo of treasure,” 
struck a reef on the west side of Bermuda “at a great distance 
from land and as the survivors were making rafts to reach shore, 
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Dive Frove 


Frontier Diving with all the Comforts of Home 


Turquoise Reef Resort & Casino 
Providenciales, Turks & Caicos Islands 


i + Spectacular wall diving 
e Chance encounters with 
dolphins, sharks, eagle 


rays & humpback whales 


© . 3 Tank Scuba Safaris 


e Full-service dive operation 
on stunning Grace Bay Beach 

¢ Ask about our snorkeling, 
watersports & “Kids on 
Vacation Club” 


Call 800-234-7768 or 954-351-9771 


or E-Mail diveprovo@netrunner.net 
Website : www.diveprovo.com 
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DOMINICA 


With a staff of PADI and NAUI trained instructors 
and divemaster, three superb dedicated dive 
boats and an intimate knowledge of the reefs and 
waters surrounding the island. Dive Dominica 
offers the friendliest and most professional dive 
services found in the southeast Caribbean. 


Join us on our Whale & Dolphin Tours. Watch 
as these marine mammals break the surface of 
the water. Listen to the rhythmic sounds of the 
for] feq.4iate mexelagiaalelalierside)atcw-tom\.eene-lt-b. ae) anole |e 
fast hydrophone-equipped catamarans. 


(@F-'-) [0 @fola gl (o)gg Mole (e(-Ml-mia(-4-\e)|(e)agi-Relm cal=) 
small, intimate dive resort. In this traditional 
style Caribbean Lodge, you instantly feel 
like amember of the family. The lodge rests 
(oll c=re1t elem iai-m=10(¢(-e)mial-Meler-r-lame-tgre mite 
only 15 rooms it is ideal for couples and 
small groups, desiring a quiet get away 
from it all lifestyle. 


© AD/SD 1997 
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800-544-7631 
809-448-2188 


prox 809-448-6088 
e-mail: 


dive@tod.dm 


Web Site: 


ll yyww.divedominica.com.,, 





[2 UNDISCOVERED 
TREASURE WRECKS 


covered more than 200 encrusted silver 
Spanish and French coins. The most re- 
cent date any of them bore was 1592. 

Tucker began fanning away the sand in 
the same area where he had discovered the 
gold cube. He discovered three gold but- 
tons, each studded with three large pearls. 
The men were elated but an impending 
storm bore down on them and they were 
forced to run for shelter. The storm con- 
tinued for three days but the minute it 
abated Tucker and Canton returned to the 
wreck. During the first hour on the bot- 
tom, Tucker discovered a round gold disc 
that weighed 18 ounces and contained the 
mark of the Spanish Crown. 

A strong northeaster kept them from 
the wreck for three days. All of Tucker’s 
thoughts and dreams were of treasure. In 
one dream, he found gold near a bright 
yellow Brain Coral formation. When he 
got back to the wreck, he found a piece of 
coral that looked like the one in his 
dream. In less than 10 minutes he found a 
ten and a half inch bar of 24 carat gold 
weighing about two pounds and another 
small gold cube. The bar was marked with 
the Spanish royal tax stamp and tally 
number and the name “Pinto,” which he 
later learned was the Colombian mine 
that yielded the gold. 

The seventh day on the wreck was the 
most thrilling day of Tucker’s life. 
Fighting time he decided to use a water 
hose to blast away the sand on the bottom. 
After the sediment settled, he saw a mag- 
nificent emerald studded gold cross. 
There were seven emeralds, each about 
the size of a musket ball. When he sur- 
faced with the dazzling cross, his wife and 
others aboard the boat dampened his spir- 
its, saying the green stones couldn't possi- 
bly be real emeralds. A year later, when the 
cross was sent to the British Museum, the 
stones were positively identified as emer- 
alds and the cross was valued at $200,000. 
It is still the most valuable item ever recov- 
ered from an old shipwreck. 

Before bad weather halted that year’s 
work, Tucker and Canton had three more 
days of diving. More gold and pearl but- 
tons were recovered, as well as an intrigu- 
ing array of artifacts, including a ceremo- 
nial spear made by the Carib Indians, 
swords, muskets, a breastplate, small 
brass weights used by a ship’s surgeon, a 
pair of navigational dividers, hourglasses, 
a pottery cruet for oil or vinegar, buckles, 
buttons and hundreds of cannons and 
musket balls. 

Tucker and Canton soon discovered it 
was more difficult to hold on to a trea- 
sure than to find one. They had wanted 
to keep it a secret, but rumors were soon 








The Information 


DIVE YOUR WAY TO SUCCESS 


The world’s greatest recreational career guide for divers. 
Every Diver will want this Ist class publication! Jobs, 
Money, Travel, Marketing, etc. Special offer 25% Off! 
Only $16.95 U.S. plus $3.00 shipping. 

VISA/MasterCard accepted or send money order made 

payable to “Executive Select Marketing Ltd.” P.O. Box 534, 
Whangapoaraoa, Auckland 1463, New Zealand. 

Tel/Fax 011 649-424-4029+ email: dive@ihug.co.nz 











BEFORE investing $$$ into a dive vacation 
invest in THE HENNESSEY GUIDE 
the ONLY complete resource. . . 
¢ 150 live-aboards worldwide 
¢ Pictures, maps, itineraries 
¢ Dive areas, climates & travel facts! 
Check your dive shop or direct order 
800.664.2206 * 781.647.2206 
Fax: 781.647.1596 * e-ml: henne97@aol.com 


THE FIRESIDE DIVER 


Cozy oe with world renowned divers as they 
share their favorite diving anecdotes and 























$14.95 
plus shp. 










Ba experiences in this extremely popular, often 

requested and highly entertaining anthology. 

a Compiled and edited by Bonnie J. Cardone, 
SKIN DIVER’s executive editor. 


The Fireside Diver |s available at dive shops or through 
Aqua Quest Publications at (800) 933-8989. 


The price is $14.95 plus $4 postage and handling. 




















Comprehensive Scuba Directory 
* 20,000 listings world wide-phone numbers, 
addresses, web and email addresses 

* Includes equipment manufacturers, dive 
shops, travel planning and much more. 

* Save time and maney by calling ahead 
for rates, comparing prices, or finding dive shops world wide 


$90 Call Toll Free: 1.888.924.7483 
Includes shipping in the USA 
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BOOK OF THE MONTH 


DIVING ABOVE SEA LEVEL 


To dive above sea level requires 
Special decompression tables...this book tells 
how to chart decompression procedures 
for altitude differences. 





BK #D483 $9.95 plus P&H 


P BEST PUBLISHING COMPANY | 
BBE = 800.468.1055 or 520.527.1055 
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Thepl premier interactive edutainment dive 
CD on Grand Cayman. Multimedia rich, with 
over 30 minutes of high quality dive fame 
movies in thousands of colors, compli- 
mented by music and narration. 


Dive Tar a ae Stin eae: City, East 
nd Walls, Reefs and Wrecks. 
Includes 200+ photo gallery and complete dive operation, 
lodging, restaurant, fishing and travel sections. 
Macintosh, Windows 95 & 3.1. 
Only $29.95 (plus $3 S&H) 
VISA/MC Direct Orders Call 800-243-1515 x650 
SHOOT TO THRILL, INC. 


OCEAN LIFE MULTIMEDIA ENCYCLOPEDIA 


The Most Complete Reference for Divers and 
. Aquarium Enthusiasts on CD ROM! 

Includes Video, Photos and Information on over 300 Species of: 
ra Whales * Dolphins * Crustaceans ¢ Tropical Fish « Plant Life 
Nudibranchs * Sharks * Aquatic Birds * Sea Shells « And More! 
Plus diving regulations and information for ALL 50 States 


ONLY $37.95 (plus $3.50 S&H) ge 


OCEAN/MARINE TECHNOLOGIES 
7415 Garden Grove, Ste. 12 * San Antonio, TX 78250-3107 
1-800-793-4038 ¢ Fax: 210/684-2154 

e-mail: omtek1 9@stic.net 

IBM PC/Windows/Win 95/NT Compatible * Visa/MC Accepted 






























Dan Berg's 





500 Shipwrecks 
from MD to ME 

Searchable Database 
Running U/W Video 
Shipwreck Sketches 
Artifact Photographs 
Historical Photographs 
Historical Information lee: ° 
Interactive Side Scan Sonar ineaes 
Beach, Deep, Artifact and Treasure Wrecks! 


Aqua Explorers Inc. PO 116 E. Rockaway, N Y 11518 
(800) 695-7585 (516) 868-2658 


. tels, recreation, food, & more 


for Windows 95 or NT $599 
1-800-840-2234 


Internet Demo: Www. astro-networks.com 





SKIN DIVER’S INFONET SECTION 


Skin Diver's InfoNet Section was created specifically for Books, CD-Roms, Videos, 
Computer Software and Internet Listings to help stimulate sales. 
Internet Listings consist of business name, Web site & e-mail address. NOW is the time to advetise 
your informational product and Internet Listings at a cost that is a fraction of our general rate. 


Four sizes to choose from: 


Call (213) 782-2245 or Fax (213) 782-2556 « E-mail: williamv@petersenpub.com 











A FREE 
magazine with 
_ the January 


issue of 
Skin Diver' 
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; Florida’s 


An Animal Encounter 


— You Will Never Forget 


| FLORIDA’S 


Nite re ene, 
Ne ver Sif — 


1998 Southern Diver 
exclusive to the Eastern U.S. 


GET YOUR 
UNV ESSU: 
ONAY VEE 
DECEMBER 16TH! 


» £ 
. i 
THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO DIVING THE PACIFIC COAST 


FROM FABULOUS CATALINA 
TO BAJA CALIFORNIA 


BRITISH COLOUMBIA’S 
COLD WATER PARADISE 


a gear yourself fo 


1e west coast 


1998 Western Diver 
exclusive to the Western U.S. 
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VINTERNET DIRECTOR YYV 


Call for information (213) 782-2778 or Fax (213) 782-2556 


wWDIVE EQUIPMENT 

BERRY SCUBA 

www.BerryScuba.com 

e-mail: BerryScuba@juno.com 
BROWNIE’S THIRD LUNG 

http://www. browniedive.com/dive 
e-mail: brownies@netrunner.net 
CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 
www.centralskindivers.com 

e-mail: go53scuba@aol.com 
DEEP-SIX UNDERWATER SYSTEMS, INC. 
http://members.aol.com/dsusdive 
e-mail: dsusdive@aol.com 
DIVE-ALERT BY IDEATIONS 
http://www.aquaholic.com/divealert 
e-mail: divealert@juno.com 

DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 

e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
EVER-DRY 

www.ever-dry.com/dry 

All styles of Custom Built Drysuits 
FISHER RESEARCH LABORATORY 
Underwater Metal Detectors 
http://;www.treasurenet.com/treasure/fisher/ 
FUJI ULTRASONIC ENGINEERING CO., LTD. 
http:/Avww. orange. or.jp/~fuji-us/ 
e-mail: fuji-g@orange.ne.jp 
JWA/SCUBAPRO 

http:/Avww.jwa.com 

OCEANIC http://(www.oceanicusa.com 
PIONEER RESEARGH 
www.pioneer-research.com/sealife.htm 
e-mail: info@pioneer-research.com 
SCUBA DEPOT CATALOG SALES 
http://www.scubacatalog.com 

e-mail: SDComments@aol.com 

U.S. DIVERS 

http://www.usdivers.com 

e-mail: tecinfo@usdivers 
wMISCELLANEOUS 

ASIAN DIVER MAGAZINE 
http://www.asiandiver.com 

e-mail: info@asiandiver.com 

BLUE OCEAN DIVERS AND 
OCEAN/MARINE TECHNOLOGIES 
http://www.omtek.com 

EXECUTIVE SELECT 
http:/Awww.marrserv.com/nsdive/index.htm 
e-mail: dive@ihug.co.nz 

MARINE LIFE LEARNING CENTER 
http://www.fishid.com 

ODYSSEY EXPEDITIONS 
http://www.odyssey.ycg.org 

e-mail: odyssey@usa.net 

SEA-D PUBLISHING 
http://www.sea-d.com 

e-mail daved@candw.ky 

wPHOTO 


http:/Awww.cathychurch.com 
e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 
DIVING AND ARTISTIC MONSTER U/W PHOTOS 
http://www.art-dive-pict.com 
e-mail: art-dive-pict@tic.ch 

HELIX LIMITED 
http://www.mastermall.com/helix 
e-mail: helixuw@aol.com 
LIBURDI’S SCUBA CENTER 
http://www.liburdisscuba.com 
e-mail: Iscme@ix.netcom.com 
OCEANS BOOKSTORE & GALLERY 
http://www.primenet.com/~oceans/ 
e-mail: oceans@primenet.com 
QUEST VIDEO HOUSINGS 
http://www.guestsports.com 
e-mail: dale@guestsports.com 
RON’S MARKET LTD./UW VIDEO 
e-mail: ronsmkt@aol.com 
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- WIRAINING/CERTIFICATION 

~ TANTD http:/Awww.iantd.com 

- e-mail: iantdhq@ix.netcom.com 

_ NASDS http://www.divesafe.com 

- e-mail: nasds@netten.net 

_ NASE http://www.nasescuba.com 

: e-mail: nasescuba@msn.com 

- NAUI http://www.naui.org 

_ e-mail: nauimikew@earthlink.com 

: PADI http://www. padi.com 

- SCUBA EMPORIUM 

: http:/Avww.scubaemporium.com 

: e-mail: scubapat@scubaemporium.com 

_ SEA IMAGES/CARL ROESSLER 

: http:/Awww.divexprt.com 

- @-mail: divexprt@ix.netcom.com/ 

- WIRAVEL 

- AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 

- http:/Awww.aggressor.com or 

- e-mail: divboat@aol.com 

- ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT/BAHIA TOURS 

- http:/Awww.aventuras.com/bahia-tours 

~ e-mail: bahia@gate.net 

- BAHAMA DIVERS 

- http:/Awww.empg.com/bahama-divers 

- @-mail: bahdiver@netrunner.net 

» BAHAMAS MINISTRY OF TOURISM 

_ http://www. interknowledge.com/bahamas 

~ BAHIA TOURS 

: http://www.aventuras.com/bahia-tours 

- BARBACHANO TOURS 

| http://www.empg.com/barbachano 

~ BASKIN IN THE SUN 

- http://www.dive-baskin.com 

e-mail: baskindive@aol.com 

~ BAYMAN BAY CLUB 

_ http:/Avww.baymanbayclub.com 

~ e-mail: reservations@baymanbayclub.com 

- BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 

- http:/Avww.blackbeard-cruises.com 

e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 

- BELIZE UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 

_ http://www.twofin.com/twofin/belize.htm 

: e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

- BIMINI UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 

- http:/Avww.twofin.com//twofin/bua.htm. 

: biminua@web2000.net 

- BOB SOTO’S DIVING 

: http:/Awww.cayman.org/bobsotos/ 

- e-mail bobsotos@candw.ky 

- BORNEO DIVERS and SEA SPORTS (Sabah) Sdn Bhd - 

: http:/Avww.jaring.my/bdivers 

- e-mail: bdivers@po.jaring.my 

- BUBBLES GALORE * BARBADOS 

_ e-mail: Bubbles@Caribsurf.com 

- CASA DEL MAR 

_ http://www. iminet.com/mexico/coz202.html 

~ e-mail: caSamar@cozumel.czm.com.mx 

- CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS, INC. 
- www.caradonna.com 

CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR & GALLERIES | e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 

- CAYMAN DIVING LODGE * EAST END 

: http:/Avww.caymandivelodge.com 

- e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

- CONCH REPUBLIC DIVERS * FL KEYS 

_ http://conchrepublicdivers.com 

- e-mail: ckandtom@fla.net 

~ CONTINENTAL MICRONESIA AIRLINES & TOURS 

- http:/Avww.destmic.com 

~ CORAL ISLE DIVERS * BARBADOS 

~ http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 

: e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 

- DIGITAL COAST - CD-ROM Florida Keys 

_ Www.astro-networks.com 

- DIVE CLEARWATER’S CHARTER BOATS 

- http://www.charternet.com 

_ e-mail: diveclw@atlantic.net 

_ DIVE PROVO 

- http:/Avww.diveprovo.com 


e-mail: diveprovo@netrunner.net 


~ DIVE GUIDE INTERNATIONAL 

- http://www.diveguideint.com 

- e-mail: info@diveguideint.com 

_ THE DIVE SHOP LTD. * BARBADOS 

- http://Awww.caribnet.net/dive_shop/ 

~ e-mail: hardive@caribnet.net 

- DIVE BUDDIES PHILIPPINES 

- http://www.sequel.net/~divephil 

: e-mail: divephil@mnl.sequel.net 

- DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 

_ http://www. DiversDiscount.com 

_ e-mail: info@DiversDiscount.com 

- DIVERS UNLIMITED 

- e-mail: dvrsunimtd@aol.com 

_ DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 

~ http://www.donfosters.com 

_ e-mail: dfdus@airmail.net 

ED ROBINSON'S DIVING ADV * MAUI 
> WWW.Mmauiscuba.com 

- e-mail: robinson@maui.net 

: EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS * COSTA RICA 
~ http://costarica.tourism.co.cr/hotels/ocotal/ocotal.htm - 
- e-mail: elocotal@sol.racsa.co.cr 

_ EXPLORESUB BARBADOS 

_ e-mail: PADO@SUNBEACH. NET 

- FANTASY ISLAND BEACH RESORT 

_ http://www.empg.com/fantasy-island 
_ FISHEYE OF CAYMAN 

: http://www.fisheye.com 

- e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

~ GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA 

: http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
- e-mail: sub_aqua@ga.pro.ec 

- GO DIVING http:/Awww.godiving.com 
: HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
~ http://www.gti.net/hightide 

- e-mail hightide@sunbeach.net 

~ HOTEL FLAMINGO COZUMEL 

- http:/Avww.hotelflamingo.com 

- e-mail: dive@hotelflamingo.com 

_ INTO THE BLUE 

~ http://www. intotheblue.com 

- e-mail: cvdt@aol.com 

_ ISLAND DREAMS 

- http://www. islandream.com 

: e-mail: Indfall@islandream.com 

- KONA COAST DIVERS H HAWAII 

~ http://www.hawaiiscuba.com 

_ e-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net 


- LACEIBA 
http://www.iminet.com/mexico/coz201.html 


: e-mail: laceiba@cozumel.czm.com.mx 
- LAHAINA DIVERS INC. 

_ http://www. lahainadivers.com 

_ e-mail: lahdiver@maui.net 

- LANDFALL PRODUCTIONS 

~ http:/Awww.ecotravel.com/landfall 

- e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 

: LITTLE CAYMAN/BRAC BEACH RESORT 
~ http://www. braclittle.com 

: e-mail: refz79@prodigy.com 

~ LOMALOMA CRYSTAL DIVERS * FlJl 

~ http://maui.netilus.com/CrystalDivers 
. e-mail: crystaldivers@is.com.f 

_ MAYATOURS 

: http://mayatour.com 


~ e-mail: info@mayatour.com 
- MAUI DIVE SHOP * HAWAII 


| http://mauidiveshop.com 

_ e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 
- MICRONESIA * KOSRAE VILLAGE RESORT 
~ http://www. KosraeVillage.com 
~ e-mail: KosraeVillage@mail.fm 

_ MIKE BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS 
- http://www.mikeball.com 

: e-mail: OzDive@aol.com 

~ NAI?ACRUISES Flul 

~ http:/Avww.naia.com.fj 

~ e-mail: naia@is.com.fj_ 


_ NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 

- http:/Avww.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
~ e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

- NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 

- http:/Awww.gate.net/~nekton 

: e-mail: nekton@gate.net 

- OCEAN FRONTIERS 

- http:/Awww.oceanfrontiers.com 

~ e-mail: oceanf@candw.ky 

~ PALAU DIVING CENTER/CARP ISLAND RESORT 
_ e-mail: carpcorp@palaunet.com 

- PALAU VISITORS AUTHORITY 

_ http://www.visit-palau.com 

_ e-mail: pva@palaunet.com 

» PARROTS LANDING 

_ http://www.parrotslanding.com 

- e-mail: splash@parrotslanding.com 

- PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 

_ http://www.peterhughes.com 

- e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 


| RED SAIL SPORTS 


http://www. redsail.com or 
- @-mail: info@redsail.com 


: REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE ADV. TRAVEL 
_ http:/Avww. reefrainfrst.com 

| e-mail: rnrtravel@aol.com 

~ REEF EXPLORER EXOTIC DIVE ADVENTURES 
~ http://www.ozemail.com.au/~reefies 

: e-mail: reefies@ozemail.com.au 

- RESORTS ON-LINE 

~ http:/Avww.resortsonline.com 

: e-mail: resorts@resortsonline.com 

. RIDING ROCK INN 

_ e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 

~ RUM POINT INN * BELIZE 

- e-mail: rupel@BTL.com 

~ SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 

_ http:/Awww.scubaclubcozumel.com 

: SCUBA SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL 
http://www.ssiusa.com 

_ SEAEYE DIVING OF GRAND TURK, T&C 

. http:/Avww.interlog.com/~reefnet/GTurk 
- Cl@caribsurf.com 

- SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 

~ http://www.seafever.com 

~ e-mail: seafever@safari.net 

: STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 

- http:/Avww.stuartcove.com 

~ e-mail: scove1045@aol.com 

- TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 

_ http://deepedge.com/TIDivers 

e-mail: tidivers@netrunner.net 

- TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 

~ www.DIVETROPICAL.com 

e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 

- TROPICAL DIVE ENTERPRISES 

~ http://www.Princessll.com 

- @-mail: Princess!I@juno.com 

~ TROPICAL TOURS, INC. 

- http://tropical.scubamaster.com 

~ e-mail: diver@neosoft.com 

- UNDERWATER BARBADOS 

~ http:/Avww.ndl.net/~uwb 

- e-mail: Myoung@ns.ndl.net 

- UNEXSO http://www.unexso.com 

- WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
. http:/Avww.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
_ or e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

~ WEST SIDE SCUBA CENTRE * BARBADOS 
' http://www.gocarib.com/barbados/wssc 
_ €-mail: putnam @sunbeach.net 

» WHITETIP DIVERS * PHILIPPINES 

- http:/Avww.umall.com/whitetip/ 

— e-mail: whitetip@mnl.sequel.net 

~ XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 

_ http://www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm 
- Or e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

: YAP DIVERS/MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 

‘ http:/Awww.mantaray.com 


e-mail: yapdivers@mantaray.com 
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12 UNDISCOVERED 
TREASURE WRECKS 


flying all over the island. A story soon ap- 
peared in a Bermuda newspaper, but the 
government, which they had feared 
might seize the treasure, remained silent. 
Having no idea of the intrinsic value of 
the find, Tucker contacted Mendel 
Peterson of the Smithsonian Institution 
and invited him to Bermuda to appraise 
the treasure. Peterson’s eyes almost 
popped out of his head when he saw their 
find. After several days of study, he eval- 
uated the treasure and artifacts at 
$130,000 but subsequently raised the val- 
ue to $250,000. 

After Life magazine ran a feature article 
on the find, real trouble began. Every time 
the men went to sea they were followed by 
boats trying to pinpoint the wreck. A 
prowler attempted to break into Tucker’s 
house so he moved the treasure to a bank. 
Then the government decided the trea- 
sure was legally Bermuda’s because it had 
been discovered in territorial waters. 
After an angry meeting with the Colonial 
Secretary, who told him the government 
planned to confiscate the treasure, Tucker 
quickly retrieved it from the bank. That 
night he put it in a potato sack and hid it 
in an underwater cave. 

He learned later the government 
planned to confiscate the treasure for fear 
he would smuggle it from the island. 
Once officials knew he had hidden the 
treasure, they eased their demands. 
Tucker and Canton convinced them they 
wanted the treasure to remain on the is- 
land. They cooperated with the govern- 
ment in establishing a museum. Tucker’s 
wife and several friends managed the mu- 
seum, although experts assured him that 
he could sell the treasure for at least 
$250,000. Tucker didn’t want to sell it 
piece by piece so, in 1961, he sold the mu- 
seum and all the treasure to the Bermuda 
government for only $100,000; today it 
would be worth far more. 

Mendel Peterson spent months doing 
historical detective work and was able to 
identify the wreck as the Spanish mer- 
chant vessel, San Pedro, lost in 1596 while 
sailing between Mexico and Spain. The 
documents did not indicate the type of 
cargo or the amount of treasure she car- 
ried, nor if any attempts had been made 
to salvage her. 

In 1957, Mendel Peterson joined 
Tucker and Canton for the first of 25 sum- 
mers of shipwreck exploration. They dis- 
covered more than 30 wreck sites the first 
year, ranging from early 17th to late 19th 
century ships. Tucker has located more 
than 130 wrecks around Bermuda using 
three methods of visual search. The waters 
are so clear he was able to find many sim- 


ply by standing on the bow of a boat and 
looking down at the seafloor. When the 
seas were not completely calm he located 
wrecks by towing divers on a line behind a 
boat or by flying in a light plane. 

Tucker and Canton continued search- 
ing during the summer of 1958 and, to- 
ward the end of the season, made another 
significant discovery. From the bow ofa 
boat, Tucker sighted an iron cannon that 
was barely visible on the sandy bottom. 
The men dug a few holes with an airlift 
and discovered two dozen silver coins, 
several fragments of gold chain, a pair of 
brass navigational dividers, lead musket 
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shot and many ceramic shards. The finds 
indicated an old Spanish ship was buried 
there, so Tucker decided to devote the re- 
mainder of the season to the wreck. Each 
day they uncovered more of the ship’s 
timbers and made wonderful finds: a gold 
ring with a large emerald, more silver 
coins, swords, pulley blocks, bits of rig- 
ging, leaf tobacco and many pieces of ce- 
ramic ware. 

Research identified the wreck as the 
San Antonio, a Spanish merchant vessel of 
300 tons that had been lost in 1621. 
Documents showed that colonists res- 
cued all of the crew and passengers and 
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_ ___| Products (old or new). Nothing else! * Over 200,000 Nikonos | 


| | Your Nikonos ain’t just a land camera, it's DIVE EQUIPMENT! 7 


“THIRD COAST 
DIVERS OUTLET 


MAJOR BRAND DIVE GEAR & ACCESSORIES 
FALL AND WINTER ‘97 


[| FREE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
| CALL THE NIKONOS PROFESSIONAL! 


This HOTLINE is just for you, staffed 10 AM-9PM 
(Central Time) Monday thru Friday, to answer any Nikonos 
questions or to help you and your Nikonos out of an 
EMERGENCY. Just call us from ane in the world. 

Our assistance is always FREE. . 


Bob Warkentin’s — | 
SOUTHERN NIKONOS | 
| SERVICE CENTER, INC. | 
9459 Kempwood | 
Houston, Texas 77080 } 
(713) 462-5436 
Fax: (713) 462-5449 


. WOOPS! 
1 ( WHATDO!IDO 
1 & NOW?! _< 


Goal #1 “human mistake” Education 


Nikonos Workshop articles returned with your equipment 
to explain (& try to prevent) your “human mistakes” 
(Whether you want it or not) 


Goal #2 Equipment Servicing 
¢ SOUTHERN NIKONOS services & repairs ALL Nikonos 


CALL 1-688-255-DIVE 


24 HOURS A DAY 


OR VISIT: 


www. ICDIVERS.com 
| MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


1 parts in inventory to provide a 2-3 work day turn-around.» | 
__| Allreplaced parts are returned as “trophies” of your mistakes } 
for your “education”. (Whether you want them or not) 


So remember, “When it’s time to service your regulator, 
it’s time to service your Nikonos!!” 
The International Service World of 


——— SOUTHERN NIKONOS—— 
ae re as a as eu Le office. 


v66| QV/QS © 
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Wecarrya_ | 
HUGE Selection | — 


¢ Aqualand Duplex 
¢ Aqualand Chrono 
¢ Navihawk 


WHEN DIVEKS LOOK 
| FOK ACCESSORIES AND 
INTERESTING LITTLE 
“EXTRAS” THAT MAKE 
THE CORNER OR DIVING MORE 
AROUND THE WORLD (5 
To place an ORDER or ‘ a ENJOYABLE AND SAFER. 
for a FREE catalog call: 
1-800- 788-299 ] PLACE YOUR AD IN 
Outside the USA: (305) 358.0880 | | DIVER'S GEARBAG. 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
Muulideized Citizen Deale: FAX: (213) 782-2556 
Atlantic Watch Corp. 
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12 UNDISCOVERED 
TREASURE WRECKS 


salvaged much of the cargo. Work contin- 
ued intermittently on the San Antonio 
during the following three summers. 
They found a large part of the ship’s cargo 
of indigo and cochineal dyes and recov- 
ered several thousand cowrey shells, used 
to purchase slaves in Africa. 

In 1959 their outstanding discovery 
was the wreck of the Vigo, a small Spanish 
merchant vessel lost in 1639. During the | 
two weeks remaining that season, Tucker 
and his team recovered a massive, three | 
foot long gold chain, two large gold | 
nuggets and 50 silver coins. The following | 
season’s efforts were divided between ex- 
cavating the Vigo and the San Antonio. 

At the end of the summer, Tucker gave | 
Mendel Peterson several uninteresting | 
looking coral-encrusted conglomerates | 
for preservation. An assistant at the | 
Smithsonian Institution removed the 
coral growth from one of them and found 
a gold ring set with three stones—emer- 
ald, almandite and crystal. On the inside 
of the band an inscription in Castilian 
read, “Yours and always will be.” This 
lovely ring, the most important find made 
that year, had almost been overlooked. 

During the summer of 1961, Teddy pi- 
oneered a method of locating shipwrecks 
using a helium filled balloon, which was 
towed behind a boat at an elevation of 
about 180 feet. The first wreck he found 
that way was the Virginia Merchant, an 
English merchant vessel sailing between 
Plymouth, England, and Jamestown, 
Virginia. It had been lost in 1660 with 179 
persons aboard. Several weeks of excava- 
tion produced clay pipes, tools, weapons, | 
house bricks, writing utensils, pieces of | 
silverware, pewter plates and many frag- | 
ments of chinaware and pottery. 

The next week Tucker found the sister 
ship of the Virginia Merchant—the mer- 
chant vessel Eagle. She also had sailed be- 
tween Plymouth and Jamestown with 
trade goods and passengers in 1659. A 
tremendous number of trade good arti- 
facts were discovered on this wreck. 
During the excavation, Tucker and 
Donald Canton, Bob’s brother, almost 
lost their lives. They were using the airlift 
in about 33 feet of water, next to a massive 
coral ridge that almost rose to the surface. 
Digging at the base of the coral formation 
they uncovered a large wooden chest 
filled with thousands of clay pipes. 
Digging deeper they found a copper 
teapot, then a slate and stylus, which were 
probably used by the ship’s navigator in 
plotting the ship’s position. Suddenly, 
Tucker felt a strong tremor. Years of 
working underwater had taught him to 

(Continued on Page 150) 
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Rates $498 for 6 consecutive ads, $768 for a full year. Add $81 
for 1st line bold. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY via bank 
draft or international money in U.S. funds. DEADLINE: 28th of 


3rd month prior to issue date. Send copy and payment to 
Overseas Divers’ Directory, SKIN DIVER Magazine, 6420 Wilshire 
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515 or call (213) 782-2245. 








800-443-0799 
GREAT WHITES GUARANTEED from $595 3 nights/2 days in 
cages near Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs 
avail. E:divi@AdventureExpress.com 082 960 80 56 
HEMINGWAYS ADVENTURE DIVING 800-443-0799 
Combine a SAFARI with diving. On Kenya Coast experience 
real Africa above and below the water. Call for prices & 
customized itineraries E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 


MANTA REEF CAMP - KISIWANILIVE-ABOARD 800-909-7697 


Experience East Africa’s very best Fax 206-441-5431 


diving from land-based or live-aboard. Complete safaris. 
Discounted airfares. 


dive@divetropical.com 






DOCKYARD DIVERS 809-460-1178 Fax 809-460-1179 
Nelson’s Dockyard, Box 184, St. John’s Antigua 

Antigua's beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites 
within 1 mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. 





PELICAN WATERSPORTS Ph. 011-2978-31228 
PADI INT’L Dive Center, Fax 011-2978-32655 
wreck, reef, night dives. Instruction, equipment. 

Complete watersports activities. 

RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA 800 255-6425 
Aruba has the best Wreck Diving in the Caribbean! 

40’ dive boat. Two & one-tank, night dives, instruction. 

5 tank dive package $125. Hotel pick-up with package. 





AURIGA BAY II-EXCLUSIVE ADVENTURE DIVING 800-443-0799 
Far Northern GBR/Coral Sea-10 divers in a/c cabins $1475-$2750. 
Family or small group charters available. Dive with the “Original 
Specialists.” E: abav@AdventureExpress.com fax 415 442-0289 
AUSTRALIA’S FINEST—THE REEF EXPLORER 800-443-0799 
Dive “off the Beaten Path”--Minke Whales/Coral Sea/ 

Far North GBR. 10 divers/4 crew. A/C cabins $1300-2995 
Owner operated. E: divd@AdventureExpress.com/415-442-0799 
DIVE GUIDE INTERNATIONAL 

Your complete resource for Australia dive destinations. 

Dive charters, accommodations, live-aboards. 


800-786-5785 415-362-3443 http://Awww.diveguideint.com 


#1 PACIFIC STAR. 800-723-4530 
Unique Coral Sea & Great Barrier Reef Fax 206-441-5431 
expeditions aboard the beautiful 62 foot catamaran. 

PACIFIC STAR. Regular departures. 

LEARN TO DIVE ** PRO DIVE CAIRNS 800 443-0799 
PADI 5 STAR CENTER. Full certif. courses from $320.00. 
Weekly classes/all equip AND 3 days/2 nights on live-aboard 
included! More!! fax 6170 519955/call 6170 315255 
TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA 61 70 40518722 
P.O. Box 6592, Cairns QLD 4870 Australia Fax 61 70-40312739 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 
Large Live-board TAKA II, A/C.“The Friendly Alternative” 








TUSA DIVE PH. 61-70-311248 — Australia’s Great Barrie 
Reef and Coral Sea. Day trips, nitrox diving, liveaboard 
charters and accommodated packages. Fax: 61-7-40315221 , 
E-mail: tusa@c130.aone.net.au, http://www.tusadive.com 






BAHAMA DIVERS PH 809-393-5644; 1-800-398-DIVE 
P.O. Box 5004, Nassau. PADI 5 Star. Walls, Blue Hole, Wrecks 
& Rsrt. courses. Referrals NASDS & NAUI. Author. dealer 
Bahama Pro, Sherwood & Dacor. FAX 809/393-6078. 
BAHAMA ISLAND ADVENTURES 1-800-329-1337 
Island of Bimini, Great Diving, Great Islands, Great People! ! 

3 days/2 nights = $371 includes, airfare, hotel, 3 dives/day. 
FREE breakfast. Visit our Website http:/Awww.bia.com 
SEASCAPE INN 242-369-0342 
Mangrove Cay, Andros-Five Cabanas, restaurant 

and dive shop on the beach. Moments from the 

Andros Barrier Reef and the Tongue of the Ocean Wall 


VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (800) 383-6480 (809) 333-2309 


Box 1, Harbour Island Bahamas, 2 tank AM, 1 tank & snorkel 
PM. Reef, wreck, cavern, cave, famous current cut drift, 
night. All levels of instruction. Out island charm Big Isl. equip. 
XANADU UNDERSEA ADV, GRAND BAHAMA _ 1-800-327-8150 
Famous shark feed/reef/wreck/night dives. ONLY NITROX 
facility in Grand Bahama e Pkgs * E-maiL: divexua@batelnet.bs 
242-352-3811 fax 242-352-4731 





DIVEBOAT SAFARI PH(246) 427-4350 FX 436-8946 (800)513-5824 
Resort courses, wrecks/reefs. PAD! referral cert courses. 
Packages avail Special Group Rates upon request. 

Lowest prices/Island Bdos Hilton Needhams PT P.O. Box 510 
DIVE HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS 246-432-0931 PH/FX 
Small Groups, Personalized Service, Fast, comfortable 32 ft 
boat PADI Resort member. “The caring professionals” 
www.gti.net/hightide hightide@sunbeach.net 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542 
PADI 5 Star Facility Dive Svc. Certification. 

Specialties, Medic First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, 
Barbados, W.I. Fax: (246) 435-8214 
DIVE WEST SIDE SCUBACENTRE _ TEL/FAX 246-432-2558 


Resort courses, all levels of PADI instruction, reef and wreck 
diving, group pkgs available, Holetown, St. James. 
http://www. j 


barbados/wssc 





AMIGOS DELMAR ~=—- Ph 011501262706 FAX 501-26-2648 
First class service. P.O. Box 53 San Pedro Town Ambergris 
Caye Belize. PADI instruction, night & atoll dives, hotel & dive 


packages. Rentals. Experienced divemasters & instructors. 


FREE DIVING IN BELIZE LIMITED OFFER CALL NOW 
5 days diving free when you book direct with Gaz Cooper’s 
DIVE BELIZE call for full info 800-499-3002 or 954-351-8861. 
E-mail divebelize@netrunner.net. 

BELIZE TRADEWINDS DIVE PACKAGE 800-451-7776 
PARADISE VILLAS condominiums on Ambergris Caye. 

1 & 2 Bedroom units on the ocean. Fantastic Diving! 
Discount Air available. Call for brochures 
















CAPTAIN MORGAN'S RETREAT 800-447-2931 Fx 218-847-0334 
21 beachfront, thatch-roofed casitas, freshwater pool, sand- 
floored bar, PADI dive instructor, discount air. 

E-mail: information@captainmorgans.com 

CORAL BEACH 800-909-7697 Fax 206-441-5431 
Without a doubt the best value on Ambergris Caye. Accom- 
modations, meals, diving, taxes and air from Belize City - only $750 
weekly. That’s right - only $750 weekly. dive@divetropical.com 
JAGUAR REEF LODGE, Belize. The ULTIMATE adventure 
travel experience! Barrier Reef diving and Jungle tours. 

Call 800-909-7697 for complete information. 

Fax 206-441-5431 dive@divetropical.com 
KITTY'S PLACE PLACENCIA DIVE SHOP, - Placencia, Belize 
Small and casual beach resort. Scuba, snorkeling, fishing 
river and jungle tours. Camp on private French Louie Caye. 
Call: 501-62-3227 Fax: 501-62-3226 — email: kittys@btl.net 
MANTA RESORT—GLOVERS ATOLL 1-800-326-1724 
12 acre private island resort on southern most atoll. 

Virgin wall diving. Fantastic food. White sand-warm sea. 

Ph. 310-937-6468 Fax 310-937-6473 
ST. GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX www. teleport.com/~belize 
Intro-nitrox certs. Over water cabanas. Top quality food & diving, 
instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. Belize: 501- 
212121 (e-mail: aw2trav2wbz@aol.com) 800-678-6871 
TURNEFFE FLATS 800-815-1304 
Quality, personalized diving from our private resort on the 
Turneffe Atoll — the Heart of Belize’s best diving. 

Please call for details. http://www. tflats.com 
VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE 4-800-633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, Resort certs. Combine 
a dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call 
International Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. 


FANTASEA DIVING & SNORKELING 1-888-DO-A-DIVEPH441-236-6339 


Darrell's Wharf Harbour Rd. Paget PGO1. NAUI affiliated & Bermuda's 
PADI 5 Star Dive Center, accommodations/dive pkgs, wreck dives 
our specialty. Certification & referral. Fax 441-236-8926 
NAUTILUS DIVING PH 441-295-9485 FAX 441-234-5180 
Bermuda’s only two centrally located PADI 5 Star IDC centers. Wreck 
& reef dives daily, with wrecks from the 16th century to early 1900s. 

Pkgs available. E-mail nautilus@ibl.bm or www.bermuda.bn/nautilus 





SUNSPORTS DIVECENTER _U.S./CANADA 800-525-3833 
Discover pristine reefs & uncrowded boats with Sunsports a 
PADI full service dive center located on Bequia. Afford- 
LANDFALL ADV TVL CA-510/794-1599 






WWW 


ie 


LACK DURGON INN Bkdurgon@Bonairenet.com 800-526-2370 
Box 200 Bonaire N.A Fax direct to Al Catalfumo 011-5997-8846 
A truly unique owner operated small resort/apartments. 
Excellent Diving & Snorkeling. The reef is our backyard. 

BON BINI DIVERS/LIGHTHOUSE BEACH RESORT 508-399-7363 
Beachfront 2 bdr 3 bath deluxe townhome, pool, A/C, cable, 
minutes from our PADI 5-star facility, inst, service, boats, 
shore, snorkel program. Complete pkgs (w auto) w/ call. 
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HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES 011-599- 7-8405 Fx 011-599 -7-8605 
P.O. Box 216. Spacious clean quiet 1,2,3 a/c bdr bung cable TV 
full kthcn. Hot shower, pvt garden BBQ, afford rates, car rental & 
dive pkgs avail. Call Gary for brochure. 610-459-8100 ext 204. 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT _ 1-800-288-4773 
Sand Dollar Dive & Photo complete photo facility. 

Oceanfront Condos—your home away from home. Come and 
enjoy Bonaire’s most unique diver friendly resort. 

TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR 011-599-7-8529 


Box 369, Bonaire, N. A. Unique diving experiences: photos, 
marine creatures, much more. http://touchthesea.com 
(Closed July thru October). 


Reservations recommended. 


GIN ISLANDS 







BLUE WATER DIVERS 
P.O. Box 846, Road Town, Tortola, B.V.I. 

Mike & Keith Royle—PADI Instructors. Dive tours, Intro 
courses, Rentals, Air fills, Rendezvous. | FAX-809-494-0198 
PROMENADE CRUISES 800-526-5503; 809-494-3853 
Luxury sail yacht 2-12 guests, 1st class relaxation for divers 
companions-families. Great cuisine, fine wines all included. 
Man http://www. yachtpromenade.com 


809/494-2847 






ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS - UNSPOILED CAYMAN BRAC! 
New, deluxe, 2 Bdr villas on secluded white sand beach. Top- 
rated dive shop. 7 night/5 day dive pkgs from $638 pp. Spec- 


tacular wall/shore diving. Fax 541-426-4863. 1-800-972-9795. 


CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME PH 203-866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm 2 bath prvt home $675wk. $120/day. 
Snkli/dive off your own beach, rock climbing, hiking or just 


relax & enjoy. Fully furn. Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. Avail. 


CAYMAN BRAC GETAWAY PH 970-226-5489 
Oceanfront fully equipped private homes for rent. 

$70 - $200/day. Air, car & dive pkg. avail. Divers Heaven. 
Reference. Fax 970-282-0969 AP-USA.com/getaway 


CAYMAN DIVING LODGE, EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN 


Best diving in the Cayman Islands! All-Inclusive full-service 10 rm. 
dive resort. NO TOURISM! 17 mi. of diving paradise. 
800-TLC-DIVE. http://divelodge.com 

DON FOSTERS DIVE CAYMAN 1-800-83-DIVER 
New Holiday Inn Hq. Great pkg. rates, group discounts, 
watersports, retail & photo center. Call for monthly specials. 
Tel. 972-722-2535 Fx (305) 438-4220 

INDIES SUITES & INDIES DIVERS } = 800-654-3130/345-945-5025 
Large suites w/full kitchen, dining area, living room. Includes 
cent. bfast. On site full service dive shop. Boats take 12 
persons max trips to both North & West Wall 


DIVE LAESPERANZA CAYMAN BRAC FX 3459480525 ph. 531 


Ocean side homes & apts w/full kitchens A/C, TV, W&D. Private white 
sand beach. Free Brochures $70 & $90 pd, pc summer $110 & 155 
pd, pc. Winter we dive w/ Brac Aquatics Free airport pickup & d-off. 


Lloyds Grand Cayman -—7 Mile Beach - Exp world-class diving while 


Staying at convenient oceanfront 2 bdr/bath condos. Sleeps 6. 
Ground-floor, A/C, Tennis, Pool, maid service, DIVE BOAT PICKUP. 


Call Glenda Lloyd-Owner, 800/370-0682 or fax to 561-467-2533. 


OCEAN FRONTIERS EAST END 800-544-6576 
Grand Cayman’s new frontier, pristine diving, small groups, 
new boat, free pick-ups. Advanced diving & photo. Secluded 


Beach Villas 1-7 bedrooms. http://www.oceanfrontiers.com 


PIRATES POINT RESORT, LTD. PH 345 948-1010 
Little Cayman, B.W.1. Best Wall Diving in the Caribbean. 
Gourmet dining. All inclusive packages. 


New dive boat/pool/spa. Direct booking FAX 345 948-1011 


QUABBIN DIVES ¢ GREAT PRICES ¢ INTIMATE SERVICE 


We're different! Absolutely no crowds. Beginner? Advanced? 
No problem-dive your way-spacious 50’ boat pkgs frm $199 


1-800-238-6712 Fax 1-954-351-9740 quabbin@netrunner.net 


RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN 

6 dive boats, 3 dive & watersports centers. 
Daily 2 & 1-tank dives, night dives. Courses available. 
Wide variety of hotel & condo. packages. 


800-255-6425 
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BOB SOTO’S DIVING 1-800-BOB SOTO 
40th Anniversary Summer Dive Package. Guaranteed, Inc., 
Air. Optional Meals and Hurricane Protection at Treasure 
Island Only $499! Fax (345) 949-8731. E-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky. 






AQUAVENTURAS PADI FACILITY & ECOVENTURES 800-367-5960 
Small dive groups. U/W photo svc. E-6 proc. Whale sharks, 
turtles, rays, etc. Rainforest trips. Whitewater rafting, birding, 
active volcanos, wind surfing, w/air packages. 

BILL BEARDS DIVING SAFARIS 800-779-0055 
Since 1976. World class diving PADI Resort/ IANTD-NITROX 
7 day/6 nt/5 dive pkg. From $463 pp/dbl. US fax: 954-351-9740. 
E-mail: diving@sol.racsa.co.cr. | Ph/fax 011-506-670-0012 
EL OCOTAL RESORT 800-909-7697 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Personalized service. 
Great diving. Experienced divemasters. Complete 
airfare/land/packages. dive@divetropical.com 
EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS 1-800-525-3833 
Costa Rica’s premier dive resort. Prolific pelagics, year-round 
diving. Info El Ocotal Diving P.O. Box 025216 Miami FL 33102- 
5216. Fax 506-670-0083 E-mail ocotal@sol.racsa.co.cr 
COSTA RICA TIO SPORTS 800-246-6226 
Boat-dive Guanacaste area & at her places in Costa Rica. 
Sharks, mantas, sm gps. Also jungle/river tours avail. 


www.tiosports.com e-mail: go@tiosports.com fx 310-379-0876 


RESORT DIVERS de COSTA RICA 1.800.392.6292 
Dive Gulf of Papagayo, Catalina & Bat Islands. Friendly service. 
B&B to luxury resorts. 7nts /5 dive days from $468 pp. 

Tours too! www.mayatour.com info@mayatour.com 


CARIBBEAN APARTMENTS 


1-800-238-2140 
Stay in modern fully furn. apts in prime resort areas, nr top dive 
sites. 3, 4 & 7 nt pkgs. from $279, incl’s diving w/ Underwater 


Curacao rent. car, tax & svc chrgs, “meet & escort” airport svc. 


LIONS DIVE HOTEL & UNDERWATER CURACAO. 

Bapor Kibra 2/n tel. 599-9-618100 fax 539-9-618200. 
Full svc PADI 5 IDC Dive Center. entrance Nat. underwater 
park. 38’ 40’ dive boats, dive pkg./grp rates avail. Direct booking 
Princess Divers/Princess Beach 800/9DANCER or 800/992-2015 
Princess Divers, on the ground of Crowne Plaza Princess 
Beach Resort & Casino, is a PADI 5-Star Peter Hughes Facility. 
Dive pkg. & instruction video, photo & more. 


N REPUBLIC 









SAMANA DIVING, “El Portillo Beach Resort.” Best diving of the 
island 4 days 3 nights pkg from U.S. $487.00 p/p all inclusive 
ask for brochure and information Tel: (809) 240-6100. Prieto 


Tours EPS A-204 7801 N.W. 37th. St. Miami, FL 33166-6559 


TREASURE DIVERS FAX/TEL 1-809-523-4819/5320 
Boca Chica-PADI facility on the trendy Don Juan Beach offers 
famous cave and wreck diving-day excursions to the best sites 
of the island-sharks, rays-whale watching. 









ORT 800-909-7697 
World-class topside and underwater. 

Dive world renowned Somosomo Straits. Complete 
air/land/dive packages. dive@divetropical.com 
MARLIN BAY RESORT U.S./Canada 800-525-3833 
Luxury styled resort on BEQA LAGOON. Excel. accom., 

grt. food, friendly staff, and legendary Fiji diving. Complete 
indiv/grp pkgs. LANDFALL ADV. TRVL. CA. 510-794-1599 
MATANGI ISLAND RESORT 888-MATANGI 
240 acre island resort. Beachfront Bures, gourmet meals, soft 
coral, diving at its best, world class snorkeling and sailing. 
Romantic treehouse for honeymoons www.matangiisland.com 








NUKUBATI ISLAND AND THE GREAT SEA REEF 

Enjoy pristine diving on the worlds largest unexplored reef 
with the pleasures of a private island resort. Member small 
luxury hotels of the world. Fax 011 679-813914 
VATULELE ISLAND RESORT 800-828-9146 
16 luxury beachfront villas. Enjoy gourmet cuisine and pristine 
diving conditions. Only Five Star Resort with PADI facility 

is Chateaux http:/Avww.vatulele. com 








AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive 
boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! 

Free video available.  ph/303-494-8384 fax/303-494-1202 
ADVENTURE DIVING W/GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA Fx 954-351-9740 
Tourist Class: Land based or live aboard. Best value! Full 
scuba gear for hire. Best divemasters dive with you. NAUI, 
PADI Courses, Referrals, Intro diving 1-888-317-6333 
GALAPAGOS—You and 9 other adventures can charter a 
yacht to dive and explore more islands than any other 
Galapagos expedition. FREE BROCHURE (510) 420-1550 
Inca Floats, Inc. 1311D 63rd St., Emeryville, CA 94608 
GALAPAGOS’ FINEST “MISTRAL” 800-247-2925 
Best itin. from 8 to 21 days. Expert guiding, safety, exper., 
personalized svc. For charters or individuals land extensions 
available. Quasar Nautica/Tumbaco Fax (305) 592-7060 
LAMMER LAW—95 ft. Trimarine US/CAN 800-525-3833 
Experience unique u/w and topside wildlife encounters aboard 
this elegant diver dedicated live-aboard. 


LANDFALL ADVENTURE TRAVEL CA. 510-794-1599. 










CALYPSO DIVING CENTRE, AGIOS GORDIS BEACH 661/53101 
Marasli Street 24 Corfu, Greece. Ideal for families, FAX 661/53369 
singles or irg parties. Half board accom. FAX 661/34319 
nt diving fe pert. PADI dvg school 





Ph 800-549-3483 Fax 305-672-5861 
Luxury all-inclusive beach resort with massages, facials etc. 
PADI certificate $400-over 25 sites, Bianca C, night dives, 
all-included for certified divers. 
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BILLS SCUBA SHACK 1-800-950-DIVE 
2349 S Kihei Road Maui HI 96753 1-800-879-DIVE 

PADI- NITROX Center — IANTD 

Rentals — Retail — Boats — Certifications. 

CAPT. NEMO’S SCUBA SHACK-MAUI 800-367-8088 
3 locations: Lahaina, Kihei, Wailea scubask@aol.com 

PADI 5 Star nitrox & rebreather training, photo dept Maui's 
newest/fastest fleet — Call for FREE BROCHURES 

DAN’S DIVE SHOP-PADI 5 STAR 1-800-527-6377 
660 Ala Moana Bivd. Honolulu, HI. 96813 1-808-536-6181 
Dive “Y0257” Wreck, Rainbow Reef, etc. Call for free Info. 
Retail, Rental, Air & Repair. Best Service & Best Prices. 

DIVE MAUI PH 808-667-2080 
900 Front St., Lahaina H! 96761. Outer island tours. Walls, caverns, 
sea turtles, pinnacles, reefs! PADI, NAUI, SS!, NASDS, EANX 
training. Great dives great prices! offshore@maui.net 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES _ 1-800-635-1273 
P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, Hl 96753 808-879-3584 
robinson@maui.net or call 800# for FREE information package. 
VISIT OUR WEB SITE www.mauiscuba.com 
ECO-ADVENTURES Kona Hawaii800-949-3483/FX 808-329-7091 
Two spacious vessels. Small groups. Fun 2 tank charters. 
Manta, Blue water & Long Range dives. PADI 5 Star IDC & 
ANDI Nitrox. Air/Room/Car/Dive. ecodive@bigisland.com 











FLIPPERS SCUBA kkk www.ecstasea.com 
* Experts at two of the “World Top 12 Shore Dives.” * 
* * Small Groups Only * Always the Best Dives ** 
*&* & 800/578-3992 * 808/638-7946 * Fax 808/637-8667 **&* 


JACK’S DIVING LOCKER = 1-800-345-4807/1-808-329-7585 


75-5819 Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 Retail, Rentals, fun crew; 
2 boats; night mantas; non-scary intro dives. Photo/video; 
SSI/NAUI/PADI + %& & & & www. ilhawaii.net/~dive 
KONA COAST DIVERS Professionalism since 1967 
http://www.konacoastdivers.com NAUI*SSIl*PADI 5 * IDC 
E-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net One stop facility/Boat 
800/562-3483 © 808/329-8802 Fax 808/329-5741 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. 1-800-998-3483 
Explore Maui, Molokini & Lanai daily on Maui's largest, most comfortable 
dive boats. Charters, rentals, retail & training (PADI 5%, IDC, NAUI, SSI) 
at 143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui (www. lahainadivers.com) 
MANTA RAY DIVES OF HAWAII, INC 1-800-98MANTA 
24 hr. resv. Scuba tours, certification, equipment rentals, 
sportfishing charters, snorkel tours. Come stay with us at the 
Kona Surf Resort & Country Club on 550 acres of Kona. 

RED SAIL SPORTS HAWAII 800 255-6425 
Explore lava tunnels, caves & tubes 

38’ dive boat. Two & one-tank dives, night dives. 

Instruction from beginner to expert. 

MIKE SEVERNS DIVING (808) 879-6596 
P.O. BOX 627, Kihei, Maui, Hi 96753. severns@mauigateway.com 
Relaxed, personal, informative diving for cert. divers & photo- 
graphers. Guided by Hawaii biologist or naturalist. 

SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS PADI-5 STAR 808-922-0852 
Dive the MAHI shipwreck Makaha, caverns and more with 
Oahu’s Wreck and Cavern Specialists serving OAHU since 1962. 
2155 Kalakaua Ave #112 Honolulu H! 96815 Fax 808-922-0853 
WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER 808/955-5151 Fax 808/955-6766 
1734 Kalakaua Ave. Hon. HI 96826 

PADI 5 STAR & NAUI Certification courses 3 days. 

Daily Boat Di Is, sales, Service, best prices! 


BAY ISLANDS 






CASA SOBRE EL MAR (HOME OVER THE SEA) GUANAJA 
Small resort, over a coral reef, 85 ft. deep off dock. Lrg guestrms 
each w/bath & hot water. $595 p/p for 7 dy & 7 nt. Incl. all meals, 
boat, guide, tanks & air. 22 years in business. 800-869-7295 
BAY ISLANDS RESERVATIONS 1.800.392.6292 
Best dive resort values for the Bay Islands & Belize. 

All-incl wk from $599. Lo air. Rental cabanas / mansions. 

Maya Tours www.mayatour.com info@mayatour.com 
END OF THE WORLD RESORT, Guanaja. Own a piece of heaven! 
Private lots & cabana shares in a luxury dive resort. 

Also full vacation pkgs: Wall, wreck & gorgeous reefs. 

Ph: 305-292-1993 Fx: 305-292-2127 http://www.guanaja.com 
CASA DE LA PLAYA SANDY BAY ROTAN 

Seaside private houses. 2 Bed modern facility dis. 

Dive scuba/snorkel marine reserve 4/850 week. 
1-800-335-4806/Roatan tel/fax 504-451-016 Dorothy Reid Prop 
NAUTILUS DIVE RESORT/GUANAJA 800-566-6143 
World class diving in a beautiful private plantation resort. 6 room/ 
6 baths, some with AC, full service, custom dive boat full dive 
shop. PADI instructions, packages start at $611 USD/wk 
OCEANDIVERS ROATAN oceandivers@globalnet.hn 
Beach front resort in westend PADI small groups. Adventure 
diving on super fast ocean explorer. 7 nts $460. Look us up at 
http://www.roatonet.com/sunset-inn 504-451005 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN FX 210-733-7889 800-328-8897 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 
2 boat & shore diving daily, 1 nt. dv p/week $725 MAYAN 
RUINS, adventure & sightseeing tours on Mainland. 

ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 

P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 33576 800/282-8932. 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and Fishing available. 





DIVE DERAWAN-INDONESIAN BORNEO 800-443-0799 
Dive with mantas/turtles in pristine Sangalaki/Derawan/Kakaban 
islands off Indonesia’s Borneo. Week packages from $1130. 


Packages avail w/ air from US fax 415 442-0289 ph 415-442-0799 


Dive The Best of Indonesia Moyo-Komodo-Alor and Beyond 
On MV Baruna Adventurer A Luxury 100 feet Live Aboard 

Bali Dive& Drive Email: baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id 
http://www.comcen.au/~baruna Fax 0062-361-753809 
NUSANTARA DIVING CENTRE, NORTH SULAWESI, MANADO, 
P.O. Box 1015 Tip. +62-431-863988, 860638. Fax +62-431- 
860368, 854668. custom dive tours and courses on remote dive 


S at wall, wrecks & nite dive. Good lodge and meals 
‘ AL ate if 





JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE Tel: 876-973-4845/Fax 4875 
5 Star PADI, Dive pkgs. & Instruction, 3 dives daily, night dives, photo and 
video, personalized service. 4 resort hotels in Montego Bay & Runaway 


Bay. E-mail: webedivin@jamaqua.com http://www.jamaqua.com 


NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE PH/Fax 809 957-4425 
P.O. Box #49, Negril Jamaica. PADI Dive Shop. Beg. lessons dive 
pkg cert., night dive specialists 3 DD/w qualified instructors and 





8152-211-1772 FAX 8152-201-3940 
2-18-34, Nishiki, Naka-Ku, Nagoya, 460, Japan. 

30 years of safety and quality divings. Dive School with big 
div.pool, gear sales with care, U/W photo tours. 


MAXDIVE, JAPAN 





ADVENTURE DIVING WITH BORNEO DIVERS 

Dive fantastic Sipadan Island. Beach hut accom. Grp spec./in- 
div. pkgs from $2665 p/p incl air from W. Coast/accom./diving. 
10 day pkg. _e: divd@AdventureExpress.com 800 443-0799 
BORNEO DIVERS 800-909-7697 
Nobody knows Borneo better. 

Contact our US rep for complete 


air/land/dive packages. dive@divetropical.com 


LAUGHING BUDDHA ADVENTURE TOURS — Ph/Fax 360-293-5486 


Dive Sipadan, hike, Mt. Kinabalu and much more 

in small group with expert guide. 

www.asianadventure.com for photos and itineraries. 

PULAU SIPADAN RESORT on Sipadan Island. 6089-765200 
Fax: 6089763575. P.O. Box 61120, 91021 Tawau Sabah, 
Malaysia world renowned wall dives just front resort. Daily 3 
boat dives/unltd. wall dives. Sundeck looking sunset. Open 365 
SIPADAN & SANGALAKI IS BORNEO DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Borneo’s hottest dive destinations combo packages made easy! 
Pristine diving! Great Jungle adventures in Borneo, incl. The Orangutan 
iveDiscovery 415/256-8890 Fax 415-258-9115 










ADVENTURE MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD “MADIVARU” 800 443-0799 
HIGH VOLTAGE diving in A/C comfort on 100’ Madivaru 8 dbl 
cabins w/head. 13 nt pkgs incl air from LA $4195. Boat 

only $280 p/nt. E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 
#1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD 800-909-7697 
80 ft. MANTHIRI ... Don’t settle for less 





800-843-6967 
Live-aboard and day dive hotel packages. from La Paz. 
Professional service since 1974. Fax: 619-581-3311 


OWS TR eS WN i i ‘ Yi , 
EXPEDITIONS-SEA OF CORTEZ 





E-mail: travel@bajaex.com Web: bajaex.com 


BAJA TIO SPORTS 800-246-6226 
5 PADI/SSI stores in Los Cabos and other locations, fast boats, 
sm grps, top equip, contact us for packages. www.tiosports.com 
e-mail go@tiosports.com fax 310-379-0896 
EAST CAPE EXPEDITIONS-SEA OF CORTEZ 888-DIVE-BAJA 
Dive in pristine conditions, custom boat, 2 meals a day. 
Beautiful accommodations, package & custom trips avail. 
Adventure Awaits! Fax 707-569-8148 www.divebaja.com 
CABO ACUADEPORTES Tel/Fax 011-52-114-30117 
PADI 5-Star/NAUI Pro/SSI/Since 1984. Complete 

watersports centers. 2 exclusive beachfront shop. 

Home page: http://www.sierra-computers.com/~cabo 

CABO SAN LUCAS VILLAS, CONDOS, DIVE PACKAGES 

Dive Socorro Island, Gorda Banks, Cabo Pulmo & More!! Full 
Service Dive Facilities, Live-Aboard Charters. 
1-800-745-2226 www.cabovillas.com 

SCU-BAJA DIVING CENTER LA PAZ MEXICO 1-888-886-DIVE 
http:/Awww.sunadv.com ph 213-891-9202 fax 213-624-0545 
Looking for faster boats to dive in El Bajo and sealion’s 
colony? Try our brand new services!! 

SEA OF CORTEZ / LA PAZ 800-999-BAJA 
La Concha Beach Resort & Condominiums. Every room, suite 
& condo has an ocean view. Manta rays, whales, & whale 
sharks. Dive packages available. Free brochure. 

CORTEZ CLUB—BAJA’S BEST AND SAFEST DIVING & ADVENTURE 
Offering 8 daily diving—live-aboard trips, PADI Courses, Whale 
Watching & full range of watersports—fast boats. 

(CA only) fax 112-16123. www.cortezclub.com 


COLUMEL 








COZUMEL/AKUMAL BEACHFRONT HOME & CONDO RENTALS 
Fast, flexible trips with pickup at your vacation home. Multi-dive 
discounts. 1-11 BR homes. 800/833-5971 FAX: 561/488-9385 
BLUE BUBBLE DIVER http://www.akumal.net 
DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL THE BEST THERE IS! 
The best in personalized service.Fora  dive@divetropical.com 
wealth of free info./reservations call or 800 909-7697 
write 111-2nd North, Seattle, WA 98109. 011-52-987-21007 
COZUMEL - VACATION HOMES -DIVE W/FELIPE QUINONES 
Dive boat pickup at your private villaon the beach. Custom 
diving, food/cook pkgs, cars, 1-11 Bdrm Villas 

800-484-9014 Ext. 7070 Fax 918-742-3353 
COZUMEL DIVE GETAWAYS 800-346-9470 
Website http:/Awww.vni.net/~cdg E-mail cdg@cozumel.czm.com.mx 
Two bedroom apartments, three & five bedroom villas with 
a/c, kitchen, maid svc, pool, dive with Dive Paradise 

HOTEL FLAMINGO * COZUMEL 800-806-1601 
Old Mexico charm, Inc., cont. Breakfast, trop. courtyard hotel/ 
dive packages from $225 for 4 nights/3 days dive. Fax: 954- 
351-9740 or www. hotelflamingo.com/fax 954-351-9740 
COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS1-800-291-2715 
Mini-haciendas—1 100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower- 
rinse Rm. LR, DR, 1-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. 
AC,Res-Mgr. Custom Dive services. Group rates US owner. 
PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL CALL/FAX 1-800-588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive & 
jeep rental pkgs. Washington, DC area call/fax 301-588-4829 
SCUBA-DU 529-872-0322 ext 6845 fax 529-872-4130 
The best in customized service. 5 custom fully equipped 
dive boats. Bilingual divemasters PADI/NAUI Dive Center. 

All levels of scuba inst. Hotel Dive Pkgs. 
SCUBA CANCUN (98) 831011 & PH/FAX 842336 EVE. 
First PADI 5 Star Dive Center in Cancun. CMAS, NASDS, tours. 
Courses referrals. Excomm DVR Military & Police DV instr mgr. 
40+yrs dv exp. MexCanadian Box 517 Cancun Q Roo 77500. 
WY At AN it 
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BIKINI ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS 800-U-GO-DIVE 
Finally open after 40 years, the best in the pacific: High tech 
facilities. Aircraft Carrier Saratoga, Japanese Battleship 
Nagato, Cen Pac Dive Exp Fax 714-851-3111 
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FAMED FISH N’ FINS 800-909-7697 
Divers and the Palau Marina FAX 206-441-5431 
Hotel. Micronesia’s only true dive@divetropical.com 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 

KOSRAE NAUTILUS RESORTPH. 691-370-3567 FX 691-370-3568 
Email nautilus@mail.fm Enjoy peace & tranquility dive 

Kosrare “Jewel fo Micronesia” virgin walls & drop-offs. 

To explore custom built boat with full shade cover. 

MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL & YAP DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Rarely visited dive sites offering magical 

walls caverns & channels! Mantas, eagle rays, sharks, 
lionfish, cuttlefish & more! Intact culture! Specl. 5 nt pkgs. 
SPLASH 800-247-3483 Fax: 011-680-488-1741 
http://www.divepalau.com E-mail: splash@belau.com 
Palau’s PADI 5x dive center & Nikonos photo/video center. 
Located at the Palau Pacific Resort 

SS THORFINN PH 691-330-3040 FAX 691-330-4253 
Experience Truk Lagoon’s World Renown “Shipwreck City” 
dive up to 30 different magnificent wrecks per week. 

E-mail: Seaward@mail.fm http://www.thorfin.com 
“OCEAN HUNTER” the only true Liveaboard in Palau 

Only 6 divers aboard, book directly for 7-14 days of unlimited 
diving. P.O. Box 964 Koror, Palau 96940. Tex/Fax: (680) 488-3626 
Fax: (680) 488-1725, E-mail: Ocean. Hunter@palaunet.com 
TRUKSTOPHOTEL PH 691 330-4232 FAX 691 330-2286 
23 rooms, Restaurant, Bar. Private dock. Located on the 
water, less than a mile from the airport, within easy walking 





ADVENTURE DIVING ATWALINDIRESORT 800-443-0799 
PNGQ’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish /and more. AFFORDABLE PNG 
from $265p/p p/dive. Res/info FAX 415 442-0289 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72'MVFEBRINA 800/443-0799 
5, 7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $300 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving with luxury accommodations. Fax 415 442 0289 


AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 
for information packages including free video 

PH 800-757-1365 Pin Code 1815 





INANURAN BEACH RESORT Ph/fax 63-912-501-9736 
YOUR PRIVATE ISLAND IN A ROMANTIC PARADISE ...... First Class ac- 
commodations and restaurant. 7 nights full board, 6 days 
Scuba Diving and transfers: US$ 960 p/p all included. 

M/Y NAUTIKA 100’ A/C DIVEBOAT5-7DAYS 1-800-359-0747 
Dive the best reefs in Philippines Sulu Sea. Cebu, Apo. Ph: 
(632) 7135648 to 49 Fax: (632) 614230 44 Brixton Hill.e- 
mail: nautika@mnl.sequel.net.Sta.Mesa.Manila 

WHITETIP DIVERS PH (632) 526-0433 FAX (632) 522-1165 
Dive the best of the Philippines. We do it all. 

Joncor || Bldg unit 206, 1362 A. Mabini, Ermita. MM Phil 
whitetip@mnl.sequel.net http://umall.com/whitetip/ 
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CARIBE AQUATICADV 787-729-2929 FX 787-723-6770 
Radisson Normandie Hotel, PO Box 2470, San Juan, 00902- 
2470. Best little critter reef dvg & watersports, NAUI & PADI instr. 
Recipients NAUI Pro Facility Award. 23 years experience. 
CORAL HEAD DIVERS, NAUI PRO FAC. 1 800/635-4529 
Box 10246, Humacao, P.R. 00792 809/850-7208 Puerto 
Rico's SCUBA at its VERY BEST! DAILY BOAT DIVES. 

Over 24 sites withi 0 minutes from our dock. 
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AQUASPORTREDSEA PH97276334404 FX 97276333771 
PADI 5* Diving courses at all levels. 36 years in the Red 
Sea. Fast dive boats/live-aboard/shore diving/Sinai Safaris 

3 great locations Eilat, Israel, Taba & Nuweiba Hilton Egypt 
GHAZALA FLEET 800 909-7697 
Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboars of famed Sinai Divers. 
Diving both the nothern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 

25 yrs experience. Fax 206-441-5431 dive@divetropical.com 
M/Y FORTUNE 

Sailing from Hurghada every Saturday one week live-aboard 
Northern Route $1400. Southern Route $1750. 

Call 1-800-809-0305 
INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAYS DIVE CTR 

Daily dive Sharm & Hurghada from $52.00 2 dives per day Hotels 
avail from $30 p.p.p.o. Live-aboard from $150 p.p.p.d. Int'l flights 
at 30% off published rate. Call Today 1-800-890-8889 

#1 SINAI DIVE CLUB AT FAYROUZ HILTON HOTEL 

Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt. The choice for U.S. dvs. 1st class svc. Live- 
aboard Angelina || and land-based diving arrangements pkgs. 
011/20-62-600138-140, Fax 62-601040, 1-800 443-0799 





CAPTAIN’S QUARTER HOTEL 
Romantic Victorian Inn. Great Pinnacle. Wall, 
reef diving. Package rates w/all dive shops incl. 


800-883-SABA 


Full breakfast & box lunch. 
DIVE SABA-SABA DIVERS 1-800-883-SABA 
Fax 1-253-851-5467 www.divesaba.com 
One stop shop for individual, group/charter diving. 

Air, rates available to nearby islands as well 

JULIANAS 800-328-5285 INSABA 011-599-4-62269 
10 guestrooms & Flossie’s Cottage nestled into a garden 
setting overlooking the ocean. All rooms have balconies, pool 
and Tropics restaurant on site. Dive packages available. 
QUEEN’S GARDENS RESORT 800-599-9407 
Grand opening January 1997 small elegant hotel. 

12 fully equipped suites private jacuzzis pool bar rest. 
Breathtaking view exquisite tropical setting 

SEA SABA DIVE CENTERPh:011-599-46-2246 FAX/599-46-2362 
Hitp://www.3routes.com/scuba/seasaba.html or 800-883- 
SABA. Full service PADI/SSI facility; no crowds on our 38’ 
boats. Combine affordable pkgs w/best variety of dive sites. 


http://saba-online.com 






#1 LIVE-ABOARD BILIKIKI 800-909-7697 
Dive the best of the Solomons in 120 feet of Fax 206-441-5431 
comfort. Scheduled 7 - 14 day departures. dive@divetropical.com 
Di hd wirtare.‘C LUS.R firect 

DIVE GIZO 1-800-443-0799 FAX 415-442-0289 
Dive 3 WWII fighter planes/intact 450’ Japanese wreck, also 
SUPERB coral & tropicals at Grand Central Station-from $140 
pp/pd BEST & most diverse Solomon Land based diving. 
ADVENTURE DIVING AT UEPI ISLAND RESORT 800-443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon & enjoy your very own Tropical Paradise. 
Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from $190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji 
or Solomons. E: divi@AdventureExpress.com 415-442-0799 






KENNETH’S DIVE CENTRE 869 465-2670 
P.O. Box 826 Basseterre St. Kitts. Ph/fax 869-465-1 
Explore St. Kitts & dive its virgin reefs & shipwrecks. PADI 
cert. 3 custom dive boats - Personal service our speciality 








ANSE CHASTANET/SCUBA PH 758/459-7000 FX 758-459-7700 
A unique hideaway resort w/ SSI/PADI/SCUBA Centre right in the 
heart of St. Lucia’s Marine Reserves. Beach, boat, wall, wreck, 

night diving, 49 rooms, 2 rest/bars, 2 beaches. 888 465-8242 





LeSPORT PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Dive vacation with a difference -FREE DIVING plus facial 
massages, seaweed wraps, meals, drinks, taxes & gratuities. 
PADI certificate $400. Call for info & reservations. 
RENDEZVOUS PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 


Couples only all-inclusive beach resort - INTIMATE & 
ELEGANT. Resort course & diving included, PADI certificate 


from $400. Call for info & reservations. 







OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVECENTER PHO011599-545252 FX 44357 
Simpson Bay Beach - St. Maarten Netherlands Antilles. PADI 
& NAUI certified & referrals, daily boat dives & lessons. 30 
years exper. small groups. Reefs & wrecks. Full retail store. 
TRADE WINDS DIVE CENTER 011 599-5-75176 
Visit our web site www.st-maarten-st-martin.com PAD! & 
SS! Training Facility - Daily boat dives to wrecks & reefs. 
ONLY 5 min from Cruises ship pier in Phillpsburg. 
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Atoll Divers. Seychelles - Amirantes - Aldabra. Details: 
UK Office. fax +44 1424814329 Seychelles tel +248-513911 
Liveaboard 72’ Luxury Yacht. Atoll - Walls - Channels - Caves. 


Untouched coral. Aldabra main-channel 6 knot drift dives. 
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ARCHIPELS ADVENTURE DIVE CRUISES 800-443-0799 


Dive cruises for individuals or full boat charters in Rangiroa or 
Marquesas. 60’ a/c catamaran sleeps 8. Gourmet French cuisine 
from $2450 7 night trip. 


E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 






FANTASEA DIVERS, PHUKET www.fantasea.net 
Thailand’s top rated live-aboard: MV FANTASEA to Similan Isl. 
PAD! Courses & Daydives. E-mail: info@fantasea.net. Ph. +7767 
340088 fax 340309. USA Rep 800-443-0799 Fax: 415-442-0289 
MV ANDAMAN SEAFARER www.pidcdivers.com 
5 D/6N cruise to either Similan/Surin or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: 66 76 - 381 219. 

PIDC Divers 1/10 Soi Ao Chalong. Viset Road PHUKET 83130 


MAN FRIDAY DIVING, Charlotteville Tobago, W.1. 809-660- 
4676 World class PADI diving small groups of 6. 40+ virgin 
sites, walls, drifts, pinnacles, Mantas and much more. 
800-525-6896 
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DIVE GRAND TURK! PHONE 809-946-1408 
Pristine diving on spectacular wall minutes off Grand Turk. 
PADI/NAUI, photo services. Choice of A/C beachfront 
accommodations. Pool/tennis/fitness ctr./kitchens avail. 
DIVE PROVO 800-234-7768 www.diveprovo.com 
Experience unrivalled levels of customer service. 

Hotel Packages - Daily 2 tank am/ 1 tank pm dives - 

plus all day scuba safaris. E-mail divprovo@caribsurf.com 
FLAMINGO DIVERS 1-800-204-9282 PH/FAX 809-946-4193 
Fabulous secret of the Caribbean - West Caicos - French Cay - N.W. 
Point. Small Groups - Fast Comfortable Boats Friendly Experienced 
& Informative Staff. E-mail: flamingo@caribsurf.com 

OASIS DIVERS - GRAND TURK 1-800-892-3995 
Best diving in the Turks & Caicos Islands. Beachfront 

hotel dive packages. Check on our low cost specials. 
www.oasisdiver.com or e-mail oasisdiv@caribsurf.com 








ART PICKERING’S PROVO TURTLE DIVERS 800-833-1341 


Top rated dive operation established 1970, 3 fast boats, hotel pckgs, 
dive training and private charters avail. Ph 809-941-5296 

Fax 941-5296 E-mail: proturti@caribsurf.com 
S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD toll free 888 767 1433 
Capt Dave’s hospitable home afloat Scuba, beachcombing, 
free-diving, windsurfing, fishing. Private cabins 56’ tri. 
Itinerary totally your preference. charter@webaccess.net 


TURTLE INN DIVERS (800) 359-3483 FAX (815) 623-6574 


Enjoy the beautiful waters of Providenciales. Come dive or 
snorkel on our 45’ custom built catamaran equipped with 4 
fresh water showers and marine head on board. 

aaa aay ‘ 
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809-773-3307 800-235-9047 
P.O. Box 4254, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00822 
First PADI 5 Star IDC Center - Resort to Instructor training 
Boat dives, walls, wrecks and world famous fish feed.!!! 





DIVE IN! at Sapphire Beach Resort & Marina809/775-6100 X2144 


P.O. Box 5664, St. Thomas, USVI 00803 1-800-524-2090 
PADI Dive Center located at deluxe beachfront resort 
Custom dive boat. Friendly, professional staff. 


LOW KEY WATERSPORTS = Ph/Fax: SHOP-809/693-8999 


P.O. Box 716 St. John USVI 00831 800/835-7718 
PADI 5 Star IDC Center, certification, & referrals. 


Diving for beginners thru experts. Villa Rental Dive Packages. 


SEA TRADE LTD/SEA HORSE 11809/774-2001 Fx 809-777-9600 
505 Crown Bay Marina,St. Thomas 00802 Cruise ship pickup. 
Reef/Wreck, Full Gear Guided Tours, PADI Cert., Sales, 
Service, Repairs, Air. E-mail: DIVE USVI@aol.com 
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ADV WRECK DIVING IN SANTO/AQUAMARINE 800-443-0799 


Dive the incredible 654’ SS Pres Coolidge. Visit custom villages, great 
svcfood/diving & VALUE. 7 nt pkgs fr$895. Gros welcome. Combine wFiji 





LOS ROQUES 800 909-7697 
Caribbean’s most action packed Fax 206-441-5431 
diving aboard the 85 ft. live-aboard dive@divetropical.com 


ANTARES III. 6 cabins w/pvt. baths. Only $1375 weekly. 


Where is your 


Overseas Listing? 
6X $579 — 12X $849 
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SPARE AIR HELPS PIPIN IN HIS RECORD 
BREAKING DIVE: Submersible Systems, 
Inc., provided Francisco “Pipin” Ferreras 
with the one extra breath he needed to set 
a new freediving world record. 

Pipin, known for his 22 world records, 
approached Submersible Systems at 
Dema 1997 for permission to use Spare 
Air during his next world record pursuit. 
He explained, “Even though I am an expe- 
rienced diver and have safety divers 
around me, I don’t go down without it.” 

Larry Williamson, president of Sub- 
mersible Systems, Inc., was excited and 
honored to not only sponsor Pipin but to 
assist him in his quest to conquer the 
deep. On May 31, 1997, in the Cayman 
Islands, Spare Air helped Pipin’s vision 
become a reality. With only a breath at the 
surface, he descended to 300 feet, where 
he took a breath from his Spare Air and 
continued down to the record breaking 
depth of 500 feet. 





Submersible Systems, Inc., has been 
manufacturing Spare Air for 18 years. It is 
a totally redundant, self-contained, minia- 
ture scuba system designed to supply the 
user with life-saving breaths necessary to 
get back to the surface. It is not only used 
by commercial and recreational divers but 
by government agencies worldwide. 

For more information about Spare 
Air, contact a local Spare Air dealer or 
Submersible Systems, Inc., 18072 Goth- 
ard Street, Huntington Beach, Califor- 
nia 92648; (714) 842-6566 or (800) 648- 
3483, = 
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America's Diving Headquarters 


Best «Prices -Equipment «Warranty «Service -Guaranteed 











Charoletie, N.C. 704-525-0045 


Visit one of our 7 locations: PE CIAL 4 
Macon,Ga. 912-474-6790 M fs ithe — 
Doraville,Ga. 770-939-3483 G4, 8 Seg & 
Marietia,Ga. 770-419-1976 co 
Jacksonville, Fl. 904-646-3828 MX10 & YS40 © 
Gainesville, Fl. 362-382-4141 —_ 
PalmBch,Fl. 561-848-1883 '@) 
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Wetsuit, Farmer John 
with Step-in Jacket 


Starting at $119.95 







Custom Wetsuits 
Finally, you own 
wetsuit to fit you 
like a glove. Our 
custom fee is $85 
and we can taylor 
our suit to fit you 
like a glove. 
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42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 
HOURS: SUN 10-4 « MON - WED 9-5:45 
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CHAMPION PLUS ADMIRAL PYRAMID MAIDEL BAKVEM Now Available 


Finally a BC where you don’t have The Admiral BC offers all the A true BC for the professional! Back Designed for the active female diver _ Low Profile, integrated weight The 156 page illustrated 
to sacrifice performance, reliability, features you have come to expect inidted withtttepratecancight sie. * Designed with the female diver's Bal dy ; Leisure Pro 
or fit for an economical price. Rapid from a BC: comfort the highest priority Combines a durable 840 denier 
exhaust valve, soft touch inflator, ® Slim design, plush lining, integral tem up to 35 ibs. Unrivaled comfort * Cut shorter to fit the female torso. outer shell and a comfortable 420 Diver’s Catalog 
hard pack, two large pockets with commerbund harness, dual tank and stability. Rugged brass inflator e Integral weight system utilizing up denier inner shell vn 
quick drain, adjustable shoulder bands, rapid exhaust valve, soft- with built-in over pressure valve. Lift to a total of 20 Ibs. Integral weight system, utilizing Send your request to: 
straps, hose holder & D rings. touch inflator, two large pockets capacity up to 55 Ibs. Dual tank ¢ Lumbar backpack and dual tank up to a total of 20 Ibs. A 
with quick drain, adjustable shoulder hands and 6 D bands provide ample stability and * Six plastic D rings and three stain Lejsure Pro 


we "134" einen 9189 wn S199 SOAP NU QA GH 42 Wost 1th Street 
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ADMIRAL PACKAGE SAILOR PACKAGE 
e TUSA, IMPREX BCD e TUSA BCD « U.S. DiverRegulator 
¢ TUSA, IMPREX Il Regulator ¢ Sherwood Console 
* Double Gauge Console * Hose Protector e Regulator Bag 


¢ TUSA Duo-Air IR-3 s 5 
¢ Large Duffle Bag e Hose Protector 4 99° 


S 5 24°. for Octopus add $44.95 


COLONEL PACKAGE 
* B.C.D.- TUSA, SHERWOOD, MARES 
* Regulator - US Diver, Sherwood, TUSA, Beuchat 
* 4 Gauge Console - 240 ft. depth/MDI/5000 PSI/Temp/ Compass 
* Mini Plus Octopus * Save-a-Dive Kit « Marking Pen « Regulator Bag 
* Diver's Light « Log Book * Oct Holder * Gauge Holder » Hose Protectors * SS Dive Knife 


ARMOR 

Ballistic : 
Pull-Cart : 
$449.05 | $949°5 


Dive Rite 


Transpec 
Sport Wings Il 





i 84" | with Weight Pockets 
(while supplies last) 
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PELICAN PELICAN i A UDRES 
King Lite : BriteLite Dive Knife 
















































This Ad does not imply the sale of life support equipment via Mai! Order 








Atlantic... 16.95 


a Pro#4000 Pro #5000 4”, Metal Butt-cap . SS GICAGE SCUBA DELUXE 
a $50.05 $34.95 ; $29-95- fn Beene PACKAGE yX er ¢-\c] 
: ; os * Silicone Flex 
$ 95 : 95 : S 95 ¥ / 4 * Semi Dry Flex 
hig now 44 : now "29" : now 29 igs ae eae aa! Snorkel _ Snorkel 
BP gnidinia wallets. che ME Ey Wipe ath a Wok aao tu jal Si as aus * Open Heel Fins ° Open Heel Fins 
* FREE. a eds Lesilitersial= Mask en ‘A Window Mask 
sit FREE : SCUBA TOOL or : FREE ® 
ial GAUGE : REGULATOR BAG : COLD WATER iad Mini Plus 
iad PROTECTOR 5 } : GLOVE Nig Air Ultra Octopus 
; : with purchase of : Octopus 
fl with purchase of : any Dive Package : with purchase of rial 55g $5g°5 
any Dive Computer : (Pkg. consists of BCD, : any Wet Suit 
vias : Reg. Oct. and Gauge) : nial 
Nias hee isthe raaey Anatase aR See aes Peer ewer esse reeeesesessessseeeeeee ¢ eosen CDR peonceseseanecce hia) DIAS = > amy WATCHES HEADQUARTERS 
SEABEAR : : 
® S ear G un Free : eFishes of Roms i. @CITIZEN PRO MASTER HOLIDAY SPECIAL 
ef p : MESH BAG : *Fishes of the Red Sea * SERIES o 
iad) 21” : with every purchase : eThe World of Sharks isd) Aqualand Sodara Aono outs Call Hyper 20 % Off 
» of our own Snorkel . eThe World of Whales Aqualand Nc Call Aqualand 
nied $120.05 es : and Dolphins (f)  aqualand ro........call_ with : on Freestyle and Chronosport 
} : Package : $44.95 Aqualand Duplex.call —‘!nterface Unit 
vist $4 92 { (Mask: Fin, Snorkel, | @  Siachronograpncat ll pressive | | eos aie 
ee | Sm ty al $3295 (f)  —- 100M Prof... can *Per 75901-75002......84,95 Catalina 100M......82.95 
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(D vistesreteestnettacsccnecseseneetincronatvensescenabypannenonsstenentonssnecsnnenatnanancrneriasenassas Tid ha re veseeananenen hi Sea&Sea Marine Dive NaitniacHeatWWomnentes. cabana. bee 67.95 
BLUE REEF : asad Mon iT as F puaeeh Pee = 75601-75602.........84.95 Neptune Auto ........97.95 
igi AGRESSOR : a ol id ay Pac kage ind Sport Diver............0.... Call me Line 5 ASGOS cM iether 109.95 Orion Automatic 104.95 
im Decompression : | ELCUBOOKS AND VIDEOS 
a Computer: e Brand Name vi BOOKS AND VIDEOS 
| Automatic} ¢ Regulator « Octopus BOOKS 10% off with purchase of any 3 items Belize. .itatign tock. 19.95 
ig’ yy Phase : * Gauge Console wiTemperature (f)_——_ amber Forest secs Js. c:4 UANC Re gn * ee a ee Bonaire Beer Se 
: ; i ; Fishwatching............. 15.95 Buried Treasures aradise ........ce : 
isl) Back lighting : * +BCD Quick Disconect Hose iad ° Neen awid. tab as Salvage of the of the U.S............ 16.95 = Calif. Channel Isles ...19.95 
iad ¢ Available Now nid * Nova Scotia ............ 22.95 Birkenhead........... 29.95 UW Cave Surveying..19.99 Catalina Underwater ..29.95 
a "$4.9 Q95 $949°5 Se tices FU tel SPOR) Cheers mean Oe ee 
7 G9 g iad avert. Aquanaut.....24.95 Battles of Pensacola 6.95 ks pee faye pe blocs Whales & US 29.95 
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MASKS - FINS - SNORKLES 


TUSA 


MASKS 
TM-30 Pano GEO 
TM-10 Visio 
TM7500Q Splendive II 
™M5700 Liberator Plus 
TM7000Q Imprex 
TM3800Q Xpert 
TM6000Q Liberator X-Ten 
TM8000Q Imprex Hyperdry 
TM2000Q Mini Kleio 
TM4000Q Kleio 
FINS 
Liberator Xten 5000 /5500 
IMPREX SF-9900/7700/8800 
Reef Tourer Full Foot 
Cetus -SF-1R or SF-1S 
SNORKLES 
SP 500Q/580Q Hyperdry 
$P210 Q Call SP400 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
29.95 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


Call 
Call 


Cressi-Sub 


Frog Fin 


59.95 


SEA QUEST 


FINS 
Wenoka Reflex 


54.95 


U.S. DIVERS 
MASKS 


Scan Tri View 
Look Split Lens 
Hawaii 1 32.95 Hawaii 2 
Hawaii 3 38.95 Hawaii 4 
Pulse 

FINS 
62.95 Blades FP 
38.95 Pulse 
SNORKELS 
Impulse 2 
Flex Impulse 2 
Aquarius w/purge 


OCEAN MASTER 


Dry Snorkel 2000 24.95 
Proflo 19.95 
MASKS with Purge 

Equalizer Z2 39.95 24 
Equalizer Pro Vision 
Equalizer 1 
Equalizer View 3 


SCUBA PRO 


MASKS 


Blades 
Compro 


Hot Frames 74.95 
Tri Vent 69.95 XQ Tri Vent 64.95 
Quad Vision 59.95 
New View 44.95 Scenic 42.95 
Focus 44.95 Futura2 36.95 
SNORKELS 


DACOR 
MASKS 
Quantum w/Purge 
Integra 4 Window 59.95 
Integra 4 Window QL 49.95 
Integra DL 46.95 Tri Vista 64.95 
PursuitDL 43.95 Ultrall 32.95 
FINS 
Turboflex S.P. 
Integra Fin 
SNORKELS 
Integra (DV) Dry Snorkel 18.95 
Integra (DVF) Flex Dry 23.95 


Magnum Single Lens Mask 34.95 
Magnum 2 Mask 31.95 


SEAVISION 


PF-1200 Mask 59.95 


OCEAN REEF 


Full Face Mask Call 
Evolution 39.95 


MARES 
MASKS 
ESA 6 Window Mask 
Vedra Split Lens 
Tempra Single Lens 
Seta Mask Split Lens 


34.95 


49.95 
79.95 


42 West 18th Street « New York, NY 10011 


Order Dept. Mon. Pile 9-9:30, Fri. 9-1:45, Sun. 9: “aly vs: EST. 
Customer Relations (212) 741-0466 -7 ES 


ORDER TOLL FREE US and Canada 


800-888-4939 


Distributed by Nikon Inc. 


SONY 


Bille nasa VIDEO PACKS 
PK-TRV-2 Housing 

SPK TRV-1 Sports 

SPK-TRB Sports Pak ; 
HVL-M20 20W UW Video Light Call 
HVL-80DA 50W UW Light Call 
We carry all current 8mm, VHS, 
VHS-C and VHS-Super camcorders. 

Please Call For Prices 


SEAcSEA 


Free Close-Up Lens 
with purchase of MX-10 
Call for details 


MX-10 


Motor Marine 
MX-10 Body 
329.95 


rrr 


Underwater Dive Camera 
¢ Fully automatic 35mm camera « 
f:3.5 glass lens 1/140 shutter speed 
* Hard molded underwater housing with 
“easy grip” rubber armoring 
* to 50 meter depth 199.95 
Sealife SportDiver 99.95 


New Epaque Plus 
Point & ——-_ genta 
Shoot “sa 
Motorized 

Advance 

wiFlash, 

150’ Depth 
199.95 


$150 REBATE on Aquatica 90 
Call for detils (exp. 12/31/97) 


Aquatica F5 Call 
Aquatica A90 Call 
Aquatica F4 Call 
* Sport 
» Housing 
Video 
Housing Call 


Call 


OCEANIC 
MASKS 
Mini Prismatic tl 3 Lens 
Customeyes 2 34.95 4 
Bi-Vu2 46.95 Bi-Vu4 
SNORKEL FIN 
Response 14.95 V-Drive 


34.95 
36.95 
49.95 


Veloce H.P. 


Jet Fins 


64.95 XQ Sea Wing 


Shotgun 2 26.95 Twin Valve 32.95 
FINS 


Gorilla Sea Wing 
Classic Sea Wing 
62.95 Hyper SW 59.95 


Venstosa 40.95 Lirica 
FINS 

Plana Avanti 

Avanti HP Full Foot 

Avanti Quattro 

Power Plana SL 

Avanti L 


52.95 
97.95 
64.95 


97.95 


Free Anti-Fog & 6% Discount 
on any 3-Piece Outfit with MASK, FIN and SNORKEL 


BLUE REEF ROYAL SUITS 


6.5mm Neoprene Wetsuit 1 39° 


XS-XL 
6.5 Semi Dry Suit ; 
6.5mm Hood .19.95 5mm Glove19.95 
5mm Boots 


Royal Polartec® Suits ZA\POLARTEC? 


¢ Nylon/Lycra outer layer © Velor fleece lining 


¢ 100% Windproof * Machine washable 1 
Available in colors & sizes. only 


Polartec Hood .24.95 Socks 
Polartec Hooded Vest 
only Bae. 


only 39%. 
only 54°5. 


59.95 
78.95 


Royal Lycra Skins 


Available in colors & sizes. 


Children’s Wetsuit 
2mm Shorty 


Royal Shorty 


2mm, 3mm 


Royal Jumpsuit 2mm (xS-xXL) 
Royal Jumpsuit 3mm (xs-xL) 


Dry Suits 


e Nokia « Harvey’s ¢ Bare » Diamond 
Call for Prices 


DIVE LIGHTS 


IKELITE 
PC Light 
with 4 C 


Batteries 22° 4 


UNDERWATER KINETICS 
UK-400 34.95 UK-400R 104.95 
UK-1200 Hal. 52.95 UK-800R 156.95 
Mini Q40 14.95 SL-4 Sunlight 21.95 
SL-6 29.95 Spare Bulbs Call 

PELICAN 
Super Pelilite 14.95 Mitylite 10.95 
Super Saberlite21.95 Super Mitylite 10.95 


Kinglite 54.95 Pro Lite 4-C 32.95 
Britelite 34.95 Stealthlite 19.95 


Pelican Cases 
IKELITE 


Mini C-Lite H 21.95 Maxi C-Fircnt. 52.95 
Mini C-Flrcnt. 44.95 Super C-Lite HR 114.95 
Super C-Lite H 29.95 Sata Lite Coil 49.95 
Sata Lite 42.95 RCD Light HR 114.95 
RCD Light 43.95 P.C. Lite 22.95 
PC-A Light 18.95 MiniC Mark 49.95 


Nite Rider Lights 


PRINCETON TEC 


Call Aqua Flares 
Call Aqua Flash 

TEC 40 Call TEC 400 Call 
TEC 600 Call TEC 800 Call 


PNEUMATIC/SPEAR GUNS 


SEABEAR JBL 
Explorer 20/22/24 © 38 Special/KHD 
Magnum Custom ¢ Super Carbine « 
129.9 
29 & Travel Magnum/ Combo 
; * Sawed Off Magnum 


Vor TEC 
Aqua Strobes 


Call 
Call 


Harvey’s Henderson 
Semi Dry 7.0mm...239.95 
2nd Skin SK-190 159.95 
Action Jumpsuit .159.95 
Rainbow Jumpsuit169.95 


Titanium Toaster..279.95 


J. Garcia 
Lycra Skin 
Polartec 


t Leisure-Pro, we 

guarantee’ that 
you will pay the low- 
est price in the 
nation on every item 
we sell. Here’s how 
it works. Find any 
identical item priced 
lower at any 
Authorized Dealer in 
the country that can be verified and we 
will beat that price by an additional 5%. 
Competitor must have item in stock, 
including size, color and same year model, 
at the time of purchase. 


Guarantee does not apply to 
close-outs and liquidations. 


BAGS and BELTS 


BACK PACKS 
Large 25x20x11 
Economy Pack 
Backpack with Wheels 
Padded Regulator Bag 


DUFFEL BAGS 
Large 19.95 X-Large .29.95 
DIx with wheels 


79.95 
19.95 


WEIGHT BELTS 
4 Pocket, 5 Pocket, 
6 Pocket or 7 Pocket 


TUSA IMPREX 
Roller Duffle Bag 
Mesh Bag SB-82 


Back Pack BP1 
Neoprene 


Belt w/Buckle...... 4.95 


BEUCHAT MESH BAGS 
Off Shore Backpack Lrg .14.95 XL...19.95 


with wheels Call Back Pack 


KNIVES 


CEO KA SEAQUEST 
MPACT COMFORT Z-LOCK III 
#41601, 41603, 4605 
L SIZE-MID SIZE Z-LOCK 
Full #ai614,, wes 49.95 Mid 41611, 41612.44.95 


COMMAND SERIES Z-LOCK MINI Z-LOCK 


SEA LAZER Z-LOCK 
#41609 Mini 
#416103 


Bowie/Blunt 
BC KNIFE #41450 .19.95 


OCEAN MASTER 
Titanium Point .59.95 Titanium Blunt .. 
TUSA 


FK800/840 


.59.95 


Probe 


Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, phone, and a copy of 
major credit card or drivers license for reference. No return/Refund on Books/Videos. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 
14 day money back guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card. For return/exchange within 14 days, call for 
RA#. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to acceptance and verification. Products may not be eligible for 
rebates offered by manufacturer unless mfg. or dist. warranty included. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be 
exact. Trade names and trade marks are owned by respective mfr. N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax. While Supplies Last. Not responsible 


for typographical errors 


Prices Valid Thru December 3, 1997 Subject to supplier prices 


Aqua Lens 589.95 


Special Closeout Offer 
Aquatica F4 with 
EO Connector 1149.95 


NIKONOS-V 


Nikonos V USA 674.95 
Nikonos V w/35/2.5 

Adorama Warranty 749.95 
Nikonos V USA w/35/2.5 854.95 
15/28 UW 1149.95 28/3.5UW 359.95 
20/2.8UW 699.95 35/25UW 179.95 
80/4 UW 
28mm UW Finder 
35 & 80mm UW Finder 
DF-10 Finder for 80mm 

(Above Water) 84.95 
DF-11 279.95 DF-12 169.95 
SB 105 Complete 629.95 
SB 105 Flash Head 449.95 
TTL Sync Cord (Rep!) 94.95 
Sensor Holder f/SB102 19.95 
(SU101) Sensor Unit £/SB102 24.95 
SC-100 Double Cord f/Nikonos164.95 
Double Bracket 159.95 
Db! Bracket Set f/SB105/3/2 289.95 
Ext Arm Set f/SB105/3/2 129.95 
Close-Up Kit w/o case 189.95 
Lens Hood & Filter Holder 7.95 
Original Nikonos Case 54.95 
O-Ring Set 10.95 

ACCS. for NIKONOS 

Ikelite Ext Tube Set 99.95 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder 119.95 
Sekonic L-64 U.W. Meter Call 


UW SLAVE 
Morris UW Slave Flash 68.95 


SEA & SEA NIKONOS ACCS 


12/3.5 Fisheye (167°) with Finder 

for 12mm Fisheye 1081.95 
15/3.5 806.95 20/3.5 wW/Cs 537.95 
16/5.6 Conversion Lens 319.95 
High eyepoint Viewfinder 238.95 
Optical Viewfinder 104.95 
New YS-30 TTL 329.95 
New YS-60 TTL Kit 509.95 
YS120 TTL 642.95 YS300 TTL 839.95 
Ext Tube 1:3 47.95 


PROFESSIONALLY PRODUCED 


INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO TAPES 
Approved by NIKON 
Basic UW Photography with a 
Nikonos V 
Complete, step by step instruction from 
assembly and testing of the system to 
achieving great results underwater right 
away. #VIBU 24.95 
Advanced UW Wide Angle 
Photography with Nikonos 
#VIAUPW 
Advanced UW Macro 
Photography #VIAUPM 





29.95 
24.95 


499.95 
214.95 
129.95 

49.95 


MX-10 with YS-40 Kit 
20mm Lens f/MX-10 
Macro Lens f/MX-10 
New Close-Up Lens f/MX-10 


MOTOR MARINE II/EX 
with TTL Flash capability, DX 
Coding, 1/125 sync, 

Power winder 529.95 
New Motor Marine II-EX Outfit 

with YS-60 Flash 899.95 
Ikelite Substrobo 50 Kit 219.95 


CAMERA HOUSINGS 
NX-90 
UW Housing 1761.95 
1499.95 


New CX-600 
UW Rebel G 


New VX-1000 UW Video 
Housing $3595.00 


CLOSE-OUT 


SPECIALS 
Ikelite 
Substrobe-S Pkg. #39387 


ewa-marine 
MASTER SERIES 


UA up to 210mm lens 159.95 
UAX same as UA w/flash 169.95 
UA-XP Deep Sea 219.95 
UF-P Housing f/Pentax 6x7 79.95 
Moisture Muncher 4.95 
Hurricane Hood 67.95 


UW VIDEO HOUSINGS 
VST f/Sony TRS 194.95 
VZL f/Sony CCD-301 99.95 
VCR f/Canon E700 49.95 
VP f/Panasonic PV40 19.95 
VC-1000 f/Sony VC-1000 379.95 
Video Cape Large 69.95 
fiother models Call for Price 


49.95 





UW COLOR CORRECTION FILTERS | 


IN STOCK 


SEA KING 


made by UNDERWATER KINETICS 
WATERTIGHT CASES 


Inner Foam with 
Dimensions Version Dividers 


613 13x9x6" 59.95 _ 
518 18x13x5" 79.95 — 
718 18x13x7" 84.95 —_ 
821 21x13x8" 104.95 134.95 
822 21x18x8" 149.95 _ 
827 189.95 264.95 


Seal-Tight 
Waterproof Cases 
Large (18x12x7.5") 
X-Large (19x15x9") 


59.95 
69.95 


TIFFEN 
UW FILTERS 


UW 0'-2' & 2'-7' Strobe Filter 3.95 


PELICAN 


Waterproof, Unbreakable 
#500 Guard Box with foam 13.95 


Inner STD with 
Dimensions Version Dividers 


#1200 -(9.5 x7.5x4.5") 32.95 - 
#1300 -(9.5 x7.5x7") 36.95 ~ 
#1400 -(12.3 x9.3x5.3") 56.95 - 
#1450 -(15 x10.5x6") 72.95 94.95 
#1500 -(18 x11.7x6.5")89.95 109.95 
#1520 -(18 x13x6.75") 94.95 119.95 
#1526 Combo Case Call 
#1527 Conv. Travel Bag 65.95 
#1550 -(19 x14x7.7") 107.95 149.95 
#1600 -(22x17x8") 124.95 164.95 
#1650 -(28x18x10.5")169.50 174.95 
#1750 -(50x13.5x5") 159.95 - 


SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 


iSite 


AQUA SHOT II 
Now includes a roll of film 
Accepts flash & Non Flash 
56” 


disposable 
Kodak & Fuji cameras 
AQUASHOT II OUTFIT 
Aquashot II Kit includes: 
Aquashot II, Macro Kit, 
239” 


Case an 

Substrobe AQ/S 

CAMERA HOUSINGS 
f/Nikon N8008/N90/6006 549.95 
f/Nikon N70 549.95 
f/Canon EOS RebelX/XS 549.95 
f/Canon EOS A2/A2E 549.95 


VIDEO HOUSINGS 
INCLUDES VIDEO/SUPER EYE, 

TOP HANDLE & WIDE ANGLE LENS 
fimost Sony & JVC Housings 639.95 
Pro Video Light Lead Acid 29.95 
Pro Dual Batt. Pack NiCad 14.95 


UW STROBES 
Substrobe 50MS 184.95 
Substrobe 50 (TTL) 224.00 
Substrobe 100A TTL 339.50 
Substrobe 150 w/Nicad 449.95 
Substrobe 200 wW/Nicad 619.95 
Substrobe 300 w/Nicad 519.95 
Substrobe 400 w/Nicad 719.95 
Remote TTL Slave 139.95 
4081 Quick Handle 29.95 
Quick Grip | 94.95 
Quick Grip Il 149.95 
Macro Mount 64.95 
Macro Arm 169.95 


NEW SUBSTROBE OUTFITS 
Consists of choice of 
UW Strobe, New Tray & 
Handle Rapid Advance, 
(NiCad & Charger 
w/200 & 400 Kits) 
New Quick Grip, 
Nikonos TTL Sync 
Cord & Pelican 
Case 


#3946.46 Ai/Ain Kit 524.95 
#3946.58 #400 Kit 929.95 
#3946.59 #400 Kit Euro Chrg. 929.95 
#3946.62 #200 Kit 884.95 
#3946.43 #50 Kit w/C-Light, Bracket 
& Srobe Arm Il 399.95 
Substrobe Outfits for Ikelite 
Housings: consists of choice of Substrobe, 
Quick Grip Arm, TL Cord, & Pelican Case 
#396846 Ai Kit 564.95 
#396862 200 Kit w/charger 824.95 
#396857 300 Kit w/charger 549.95 


DIVING LIGHTS 
Sata-Lite Straight Cord 42.95 
Sata-Lite Coiled Cord 49.95 
Mini C Mark 49.95 R.C.D. 43.95 
Mini C Halogen w/Batts 23.95 
Modular Super Lite 154.95 
Other Ikelite ate Call 


SLIDE FILM 
with with 
proc. 36 roc. 
4.39 7.68 5.95 10.24 
4.29 — 5.95 10.24 


4.49 7.86 5.19 9.48 
5.09 8.46 7.15 11.44 
5.39 8.76 5.69 9.98 
FUJICHROME 
ASA wio Proc. 
Sensia 100 
Sensia 200 
Sensia Il 400 
Velvia 
Provia Il 100 
Provia 400 


wiProc. 
6.95 
7.28 
8.38 
8.38 
8.38 
1.28 


We now accept Discover Card. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, 
phone, and a copy of major credit card or driver's license for reference. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back 
guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, except film and paper. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are 
subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are supplied with USA or Adorama's own exclusive warranty at Adorama's option. 
Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by 
manufacturer D.C.A. Second hand dealer's license #802862. NYCDCA# 898591 Not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illus- 


tration purposes only and may not be exact. 
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12 UNDISCOVERED 
TREASURE WRECKS 
(Continued from Page 142) 


act fast. He grabbed Donald Canton and 
they scrambled out of the hole seconds 
before a huge piece of coral, weighing at 
least a ton, toppled into it. After a large 
shark harassed them the following day, 
Tucker decided the wreck was jinxed and 
spent the rest of the season completing 
salvage of the San Antonio. 

During the summer of 1962, he found 
the French frigate L’Hermoine, lost in 
1838. Every wreck is 
different, furnishing a 
unique assortment of 
artifacts that illuminate 
the life and times of its 
sinking. The French 
vessel yielded large 
numbers of weapons, 
shot, uniform buttons, 
copper powder cans, 
porcelain objects and 
glass bottles—many 
with their original con- 
tents. Nearby they lo- 
cated the remains of an 
English merchant ship, 
the Caesar, lost in 1819 
with hundreds of grindstones of various 
sizes, kegs of white lead and bottles of 
many different descriptions. 

On the last diving day of the season 
Tucker convinced everyone to “have a 
quick look” at the San Pedro, where they 
had already found so many valuable arti- 
facts. It almost appeared that Tucker had 
planted treasure on the site, because he 
was only down a few minutes before he 
discovered a small gold bar, later valued 
at $16,000. 

Toward the close of the season, 
Tucker’s sighting of a few ballast rocks on 
a sandy bottom led to discovery of the 
oldest ship ever found in Bermuda wa- 
ters. While digging an exploratory hole 
on the site, he uncovered a vast amount of 
ballast rock buried about five feet under 
the sand. He also found a small clump of 
badly sulfated silver coins, some of which 
bore mid 16th century dates. 


Historical research indicates it was most ~ 


likely the capitana of the New Spain Fleet, 
lost in 1563 under the command of 
Captain General Juan Menéndez. Tucker 
and his team devoted the summers of 1963 
and 1964 to excavating the site. With the 
exception of the small clump of silver coins 
discovered in the exploratory hole, no oth- 
er treasure was found on this wreck; in fact, 
it yielded very few significant artifacts, 
which indicates it was probably salvaged 
by the Spaniards. However, its early date 
and that a large section of the lower hull 
was intact and remarkably well preserved, 


150 SKIN DIVER DECEMBER 1997 















convinced Peterson the wreck should be 
excavated. A grant funded the project, 
which furnished valuable archaeological 
data regarding the ship’s construction. 

I was fortunate to spend most of the 
summer of 1963 working with Tucker on 
that site. Rarely have I seen a man so pas- 
sionate about his work. Every day he 
would jump over the side with his airlift 
tube and stay U/W for hours. One day he 
was down for 12 hours before he finally 
surfaced. He only came up then because 
the rest of us were starving to death and 
turned off his air compressor. 

During the summers of 1965 and 1966 
he returned to 
some of the ear- 
lier wrecks he 


had _.dtscov- 
ered—Virginia 
Merchant, Eagle, 
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Caesar and L’Hermoine—and recovered 
vast amounts of artifacts. In 1965 he also 
spent a few days on the San Pedro and dis- 
covered yet another gold bar, weighing 39 
ounces. Peterson valued it at $50,000 and 
declared it to be “the most valuable nu- 
mismatic item yet discovered in the 
Western Hemisphere.” 

After searching the waters around 
Bermuda for so many years, Tucker felt 
he had located all the wrecks that could 
be found by visual methods. Con- 
sequently, during the summer of 1967 
they conducted a magnetometer search 
in various areas around the island, fund- 
ed by a grant from the Explorers Club of 
New York. The survey located a number 
of 19th century wrecks and a new area of 
material associated with the Virginia 
Merchant. They excavated it and founda 


ATLANTIC OCEAN 
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great deal of cannon shot and personal 
objects, such as ivory combs, brass but- 
tons and clay pipes. 

Their most important discovery was 
the English merchant brig Warwick, 
which arrived from England in Castle 
Harbor on October 20, 1619. A month 
later the brig sank in the harbor during a 
storm. A preliminary survey of the wreck 
revealed extensive timber remains. The 
wooden hull was found to be more com- 
plete than any other yet discovered in the 
Western Hemisphere. The ship had set- 
tled quickly in the harbor silt, which pre- 
served it from keel to gunwale. Tucker 
and Peterson devoted the next two sum- 
mers to excavating the Warwick, which 
furnished a wealth of archaeological data. 

Teddy Tucker wasn’t the only under- 
water explorer in Bermuda waters. 
Another native Bermudan, Harry Cox, 
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has been prowling the reefs in a relatively 
relaxed manner as long as Tucker. 
Through the years, Cox has spent week- 
ends taking friends and sometimes 
tourists to an area of the reefs he calls 
“wreck country,” where he has pinpoint- 
ed more than 15 old ships. It was on such 
an excursion in 1968 that he discovered a 
richly laden Portuguese treasure ship, lost 
in the second half of the 16th century. 

One day, as Cox and friends were re- 
turning from a day on an 18th century 
English merchant wreck, a man spotted a 
few scattered ballast stones; Cox stopped 
to investigate. | 

While everyone donned diving gear, 
his friend surfaced with an elephant’s 
tusk. After thoroughly combing the area 
and turning up nothing more than bal- 
last stones and a few pottery shards, ev- 








eryone but Cox returned to the boat. As 
he relates the tale, Cox “Had a feeling that 
there was something great down there,” 
so he continued searching the rapidly 
darkening water. He fanned ina small 
sand hole on a nearby reef with his hand 
and uncovered a silver coin. Fanning 
faster he soon found two gold coins and a 
large solid gold bracelet. He surfaced 
shouting, “Gold, gold!” and the others 
grabbed fins, masks and tanks and threw 
themselves overboard. In the following 
45 minutes, they recovered treasure val- 
ued at more than $200,000. The finds in- 
cluded a number of gold bars, pieces of 
gold jewelry, a massive six foot double 
linked gold chain, an elaborate gold 
manicure set, silver items and a brass 
mariner’s astrolabe. 

One of the many pieces of jewelry dis- 
covered that afternoon was a magnifi- 
cently worked gold ring with a large emp- 
ty socket. Cox vowed he would find the 
stone that once graced the ring. Two years 
later he actually did—it was a breathtak- 
ing five carat emerald that fit the empty 
socket perfectly. Cox has been back to the 
wreck site many times since and has 
found an assortment of additional arti- 
facts, but the majority of treasure came up 
on that first thrilling dive. Apparently 
Cox has not yet found the main body of 


the wreck, but rather the area where the 
vessel struck the reefs and dropped some 
of her contents. 

In 1959, the 350th anniversary of the 
sinking of the Sea Venture—the event 
that led to the settlement of Bermuda— 
the government asked Teddy Tucker to 
locate the site of this important ship- 
wreck. Tucker found a shipwreck that ini- 
tially appeared to be that of the Sea 
Venture; however, when artifacts from it 
were analyzed, they were identified as be- 
ing from a later period and the project 
was abandoned. 

Then, in 1978, Allan “Smokey” Win- 
good, a retired professional diver anda 
keen student of Bermuda history, decided 
to locate the Sea Venture. After three 
painstaking years, he came to the conclu- 
sion that the wreck Tucker had found in 
1959 was indeed the Sea Venture. He was 
right. Reexamination of the artifacts 
Tucker had submitted for identification 
proved they had been mistakenly at- 
tributed to a later period. 

Excavation of the Sea Venture differed 
from previous underwater projects in 
Bermuda, which had concentrated on sal- 
vaging valuable artifacts and treasure. 
This shipwreck was mapped and excavat- 
ed over a period of six summers by a team 
led by underwater archaeologists from 


the United States and England. Today, 
thousands of fascinating artifacts found 
on the site are on display in Bermuda’s 
Maritime Museum. 

In light of a 1980 law making the Ber- 
mudan government sole owner of any- 
thing discovered in its waters, it is not sur- 
prising there have been no announce- 
ments of shipwreck discoveries during 
the last 15 years. Most of the old pros, in- 
cluding Tucker and Cox, have retired 
from the game. Tucker, utilizing sonar, 
ROVs and submersibles, is currently 
searching for “monsters” that may inhab- 
it the deep ocean. 

This doesn’t mean, however, that 
divers aren't searching for shipwrecks. I 
have heard from sport divers who have 
made significant finds off Bermuda. 

Fortunately the Bermuda government 
recently altered its policy so as to encour- 
age controlled shipwreck exploration that 
benefits both the nation and the salvors. 
Individuals and groups can now apply for 
search and salvage permits and receive 
one-half of what they recover. 

Why not head for Bermuda on your 
next diving holiday and try your luck at 
picking up a few golden doubloonsp? See 
if you can find one of the richly laden 
undiscovered shipwrecks described in 
our sidebar. = 
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BEFORE You Buy OR UPGRADE YOUR EQUIPMENT: 


FREE ADVICE 


Whether you're a First-time Diver or a Dive Instructor, now you can talk to 
Central Certified Scuba Divers about their personal experiences with Life Support 
Equipment provided by companies like Dacor, Genesis, Mares, Oceanic, Poseidon, 
scubapro, SeaQuest, Sherwood, “Spare Air’, U.S. Divers, Uwatec, Zeagle, etc. 


FREE CATALOG 


Just call, Toll-Free, and ask for the Central SkinDivers special Catalog Listing of 
Recommended Name-Brand Equipment, with Worldwide Manufacturer Warranties, 
with No Obligation To Buy Anything, Now or Ever. 





For over 45 years, Scuba Divers from all over the world have turned for help to 
Central Certified Scuba Divers to get the Life Support Equipment they need. 
For Free Advice, or a Free Catalog— (or for instructions on how to get to the 


Central SkinDivers “PADI DIVE CENTER” just minutes from New York’s Kennedy Airport) 
Call TOLL-FREE: 1-S0O00-53-S CUBA 
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We don't just stock it, 
we dive with it! 


BERGER BROS. 
Is Exclusive U.S. Distributor of 
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BERGER BROS, 


CAMERA & VIDEO EXCHANGE 


1-800-262-4160 


In New York call: 
(516) 264-4160 
Fax: (516) 264-1007 
Visit our website! 
http://www.berger-bros.com 


Or come see us at Booth #1732 at DEMA ‘98! 
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RETURN OF THE 


IRON SHIP 
(Continued from Page 110) 


full head of steam powering the bronze 
propeller, the strange looking submarine 
made its descent in the Alfred Dock leav- 
ing only a trail of bubbles. The engine had 
been stopped in deference to its perspir- 
ing crew. 

The crowd of onlookers stared and be- 
gan to get worried; the craft stayed sub- 
merged for more than an hour, the resid- 
ual heat providing enough power to turn 
the screw. When that dwindled, any for- 
ward movement had to be made by 
cranking a handle. 

The submarine surfaced to a burst of 
applause. The hatch of the conning tower 
opened and the crew shook hands. 
Garrett was elated. He remarked that the 
next stop would be to demonstrate the 
sub’s capabilities to Queen Victoria at the 
forthcoming Spithead Review. 

A fortnight later at 9:00 am, on Wed- 
nesday, December 10, the trio set off 
down the River Mersey and headed out to 
sea. Keeping the land in sight they 
planned to travel by day and sleep ashore 
at night. On reaching Rhyl the crew re- 
laxed and, during trials lasting a further 
ten weeks, Garrett was able to make mod- 
ifications to his revolutionary craft. 

So far Garrett had not attempted to 
arm the vessel. “First get it running 
smoothly,” he told an inquiring share- 
holder, “then we can concentrate on pro- 
viding weapons.” Torpedoes had just be- 
gun to make their appearance and Garrett 
had the idea of attaching a pair of them on 
either side. 

He also considered carrying mines to 
be placed beneath the hulls of enemy 
ships, anticipating by 60 years the damage 
that could be caused by Royal Navy X- 
Craft midget submarines to battleships 
such as the Tirpitzin World War II. 

But, since he was a pragmatic person, 
Garrett knew the first step was to get his 
invention accepted. At 10:00 pm on 
February 24, 1880, Resurgam was towed 
out of Rhyl harbor by a small steam yacht 
named Elfin. Running into difficulty with 
her boilers ina rising sea, the skipper 
asked for Price to come aboard to help. 
But, seeing the stormy conditions, both 
Garrett and Jackson decided to come 
aboard also. 

It was a wise move. The next morning 
the cable towing the submarine parted 
and the Reverend Garrett watched in dis- 
belief as the Resurgam capsized and slowly 
disappeared beneath the waves, not to be 
seen again for more than 100 years. 

Why did the ship sink? The strongest 
bet is because the hatch in the conning 
tower was only watertight when secured 





from inside. As for Garrett, he would ulti- 
mately pay the price for his involvement 
with coal burning submarines. 

He died prematurely in the United 
States at the age of 50, almost certainly as 
a result of breathing poisonous fumes 
that built up in the submarines with 
which he was later involved. 

In 1996, Resurgam II (the name means 
“T shall rise again”) was surveyed by the 
Archaeological Diving Unit based at the 
University of St. Andrews in Scotland. 
Unfortunately, after the survey vessel 
left, divers began visiting the site and 
bringing up artifacts. The authorities 
were called and many of the artifacts 
were recovered. Hurley and Garrett are 
afraid that if something isn’t done soon 
there won’t be anything left of the sub to 
raise and put on display in the Royal 
Navy Submarine Museum. 

Hurley says, “Someone has to find the 
money to preserve her. She is far too im- 
portant a piece of naval history to be left 
to decay. Where she goes doesn’t matter 
so long as people get a chance to see what 
a Manchester vicar achieved in 1879.” 

Bill Garrett was only 12 when he first 
heard about his great-grandad’s subma- 
rine from his father, (another George) 
now 87 and living in New Hampshire in 
the United States. “From that moment it 
became one of my life’s ambitions to find 
it,” said Bill. 

Bill first came to England when he was 
17. He liked what he saw and has since 
made dozens of trips to the UK. Some of 
the time he spent researching the history 
of the sub—“I reckon I know every darn 
rivet in that boat, by now,” he says—he 
also spent a fortune on diving expeditions 
trying to find it. 

“Then I got a phone call from Joanne, 
Keith Hurley’s wife in England, saying 
the boat had been found. It seems Keith 
had called her from the fishing boat and 
said he’d actually touched it!” Bill’s im- 
mediate reaction was to grab a bottle of 
Scotch and yell. “I just couldn’t believe 
it,” he said. “Later, I just had to ring Keith 
to ask him if he had found any sub- 
marines today. Do you know what he 
said? “Only one!’ But that’s Keith. He was 
really as excited as I was!” 

Bill is being kept informed on the re- 
covery. “Preservation is all important 
right now,” he says, “But all that is up to 
the experts. The great news for now is that 
the boat’s been found and soon everyone 
will be able to see what a remarkable man 
my great-grandaddy was.” =& 
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Scuba 
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THE INSTANTLY 
ERASABLE 
UNDERWATER SLATE 
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ometimes a diver 

has to convey more in- 

formation underwater than 

can conveniently be written ona 
traditional submersible slate. Rubbing 
out a traditional slate underwater isn’t 
easy and valuable time can be lost in the 
information exchange. That’s when 
Innovative Scuba Concepts’ Mini Quest 
erasable underwater slate would come in 
handy. Only 5.4 by 6.5 inches, the Mini 
Quest is 30 percent smaller than the orig- 
inal Quest and easily slips into a small BC 
pocket. You write on the 4.5 by 3 inch 
magnetic screen with a stylus and then 
erase the screen with the push of a 
thumb. You’re instantly ready to start 
another message. 

The magnetic screen is protected by a 
hinged cover that has a recessed slot to 
hold the attached stylus/synthetic pencil. 
The backside of the Mini Quest is a tradi- 
tional underwater slate (removable), on 
which you write with the pencil. 

The waterproof Mini Quest comes 
with a swivel clip so you can attach it to 
your BC’s D-rings for convenient access. 
It is available in black, pink, blue, yellow 
or green for $29.95. For information call 
(719) 597-2885, = 
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Balanced Power Inflator, Snug Fit. 
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Mini Design 4000, 2000 Tusa Triple Gauge Call 
8 el “f Tusa DBL Gauge Call 
Dry 580, 400, 410, 500 _ } Snorkel Tusa SCA 650 Call 
SHERWOOD - Mask Integra DV, Int. Flex Pressure Gauge 44,95 
Genesis Series Slim Line 4700, 4000, 4600, BEUCHAT 
a EI re beeing CALL FOR OUR HOLIDAY SPECIALS avs 
OCEAN MASTER aay = te dak: 
5 COMPUTERS 






Equalizer 22 
Equalizer 24 
Dry Snorkel 
Equalizer V3 







Free Guage Protector w/any computer 
ORCA Marathon Kit 139.95 
ORCA Phoenix Call 
Orca Pilot Call 
Genesis Resource Combo Call 
Genesis Resource Wrist Call 
Genesis Escort Hoseless Call 
Tusa Computer Wrist - 10300 Call 
Tusa Computer Console Call 
Hoseless Computers Call 
PC Downloadable Call 
Sherwood Courier Computers Call 
Dive Rite Bridge Call 
Oceanic Prodigy Call 
Aladin Air X Call 
Mares Computers Call 


ALADIN DIVE COMPUTER 























MAKE YOUR CHOICE FROM COMPANIES SUCH AS: 
%* SHERWOOD * BEUCHAT * TUSA * US DIVERS 
SEAQUEST * MARES * DACOR * OCEANIC 


iF WET SUI T 6.5mm Wet Suit 
Hood/Plush Ss 95 
fn. SPECIAL Sate Glove 4 74 


3 MM Short 54.95 | Hood w/Plush 24.95 
3 MM Wet Suit 139.95 | Boot w/Premium Sole 24.95 






















































4 Net Suit (plush, OBL Stich etc) eee Backeack a Padding eee 

et Suit : esh Bag 95 
Polrtec Suit sical | Butte Bag tA 2395 So al 
ycra Skin : uest Bags a ’ 
6.5mm Semi Dry Suit 149.95 Weight Belt w/Buckle 8.95 Interval, Deco Time. « Ween arog 
Jumpsuit 3mm 78.95 | Snorkel Vest 29.95 Disp. *NO Decompression RP, 
Jumpsuit 2mm 98.00 | Tusa Duo Air Call | Tusa $$400 Call * Functional Dep. 250 ft. ( Opa e 










Warm Water Glove 10.95 | Scuba Pro Air 2 Call 
Cold Water Glove 19.95 | Oceanic Slimline Oct  .59.95 
Reef Glove 6.95 | Octopus w/Long Hose 
uplex Aqualand Two Tone 

Aqualand Il 
200M Proffesion 


f+ Auto Altitued 10,000 ft. 
oNLy $ J a ip 


We at Sunshine Sports GUARANTEE fied you will 
obtain the LOWEST PRICE & the 
BEST SERVICE on any Scuba item 
that we carry. This is how it works 
locate any item at any retail outlet 
‘N 7 or from any catalog with their price 

& we will beat that price by 5%. No 
conditions. Remember: Shop around & make your 
last stop at Sunshine before you go diving. 


(jj PELICAN 


{))| PRODUCTS INC. 
®—| Water Proof Cases 


21/4"L x 91/4a"W x 51/4” D 56.95 
#1450 3 15°L x 101/72°,Wx6"D 72.95 
#1500 = 17"L x 101/2"W x 6" D 89.95 
#1520 1B°Lx 127/e"°W x 63/a"D =: 93.95 
#1550 3 19°Lx 14°W x 73/4" D 104.95 
#1650 29°Lx18°Wx1017"D 164.95 


Mares Octopus Call 
Seaquest Air Source 
54.95 


Call tor 
4)  +ouest Prices 











rece Ree! reine eh 
WAICHES = agualand Pro 



































Aquashot || Camera 54.95 
Includes Roll of Film 

Aquashot || Outfit Call 
Includes Camera, Macro Kit, 

Case Substrobe, Aqua Snap 


STROBES 

Substrobe 50 & 50s Call 
Substrobe 100A Call 
Substrobe 200 w/Nicad Call 
Substrobe 400 w/Nicad Call 
Quick Grip Arm Call 
Macro Crip Arm Call 
Modular Grip Arm Call 
Modular Video-Lite Cail 
Pro Video Lite II Call 
Substrobe Packages for Nikonos Call 














Color Filter 
Lens Caddy 
Motor Marine Il Ex 


MX10 with YS40 A KIT 
20mm Lens for MX10 
Macro Lens for MX10 
Close Up Lens for MX10 


WS al: 8. 
REEF oe 


Fully Automatic 160° Depth Hard 
Molded Underwater Housing, 
Easy Grip, Rubber Aroming 


New Strobe Now Available 










































































3 Close Up Lens Call 
ae eee Call | Sport Diver Camera Cai) | #1700 (Wheels) 139.95 
Modular Super Lite Call Free 2 Rolls of Film with each PLEASE CALL FOR ALL OTHER 


Video Housings tor most Sony Video Cameras | "eefmaster Camera PELICAN PRODUCTS 


MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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Camcorders 
in stock! 


The lightest housing available 
fits over 10 Sony models 


Seeeeaeeorereseseoeeeseeseeeeseseee 


Gates 


Amphibico VH 1000for 
SONY DCRVX1000 


Coeeevessevsereceresepesesseones 


Custom Housing for the NEW The smallest housing available 
Sony Digital DCRTRV7 —: _for the Sony DCRPC7 


Fax orders to 718-628-7441 
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE 


We just don’t advertise it! 


We have it all IN STOCK 


MM11I1- MX-10 with 
=e YS40A strobe 


YS60 strobe 


pL} 


FREE MACcRr0 LENS with Purchase! 


ARMATO’'S 
ANNIVERSARY SALE 
RECEIVE $25 OFF 
ANY PURCHASE OVER $500 


Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 12/31/97. 


Nikonos V : —_Tkelite Video Housing 


Call for Special : 


eeceeeececce Seeeeeoseereeseceonseese Mocosseeesseecscscessesseneosssces ace 
e 


, — : Sea Life Reefmaster 
EWA Marine -the affordable : Special for October Only. 
underwater housing : Call for Low Price! 


AY 9 


Mite to) ey tometeleLis} 
closed Sat & Sun DE 
http://www.armatos.com : 
E-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
OPNBAS BD abclcy, 


711385 , Mi 
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SKIN DIVER MAGAZINE SUBSCRIBER SERVICES 
MOVING? 
Please give us four to six weeks notice of a change of address. Even if you have notified the post office 
about your change of address, please fill out and mail this form to us to ensure accurate delivery of your 
magazine. New Subscription or Renewal? 12 issues of Skin Diver, only $19.94. 


UNLISTED SERVICE? 
Skin Diver Magazine makes available to other quality publications and carefully screened companies the 
names of its subscribers. If however, you do not wish to have your name made available please indicate below. 


Check appropriate box(s): 

( ) New Subscription 

( ) Change of Address: Please note new address. 

( ) Renewal ( ) Payment enclosed ( ) Bill me later 

( ) Please do not make my name and address available to other publications or companies. 





Name 
Address 





City State Zip 
Attach mailing label here and sendto: Skin Diver, P.O. Box 52595, Boulder, CO 80322-2595 











Seiko 
Scubamaster 
Watch 


A DIVER'S DREAM 
COME TRUE 


BY JIM WALKER 
PHOTO BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


(Geer) 
¥ 


AVE. DEPTH 


Sie Ld GAL Loe 


_ 


& 200m 





eiko’s Scubamaster combines both a 

digital watch and dive computer in- 

to one handy, compact, low profile 

instrument that can be worn any- 
time and anywhere, from down on the 
coral reef to up ina highrise nightclub. All 
the normal digital watch functions are 
present, including day/date display, push 
button operated illumination and alarm. 
The diving related displays include dive 
time, current depth, maximum depth, no 
decompression time remaining and as- 
cent rate warning, plus minimum surface 
interval and maximum depth and bottom 
time for repetitive dives. There is also a 
surface display for the minimum time al- 
lowed before flying. A log of the last 30 
dives includes date, month, depth, dive 
duration and number of dives made each 
day. The Scubamaster has audible alarms 
for exceeding maximum rate of ascent or 
no decompression limits. 

Contact with water activates the dive 
computer functions and the Scubamaster 
is depth rated to 660 feet. It has a suggest- 
ed retail price of $1,000. For information 
call (888) DIVE-111. = 


® 
> & 
PHOTO - VIDEO - PRO AUDIO 


“THE PROFESSIONAL'S SOURCE" 


FOR ORDERS CALL: 


oR FAX (24 HOuRS)? 


800-947-9979 800-947-7008 


212-444-6649 


On the Web: http://www.bhphotovideo.com 
New Address: 420 9th Ave., New York, N.Y. 10001 


NIKONOS 


SB-104 UW TTL Speedlite 
Double Bracket 
Mounting Bracket Set SK-104 
Extension Arm 
“Nikonos V Body 659. 
“Nikonos V with 35/2.5..0.000000..... 839.95 
Orig Nikonos Case.............00000000: 49.95 





639.95 
Nikonos Close Up Kit w/o Case...189.95 
Case For Close Up... 74.95 
gy 10 Optical Finder.......00000000. 89.95 


28mm Finder 
35-80mm Finder 
Double TTL Sync Cord 
Double Bracket #10214 
Double Bracket Set #10201 
Extention Arm Set #10203 
Sync Cord #10208 


SEA KING 


w/Foam w/Divider 
SK 518 (18.5x14.5x5.7) 79.95 _— 
SK 613 (14x10.6x6.5) 59.95 _ 
SK 716 (17.5x11.6x7) 79.95 — 
SK 718 (18.5x14.5x7.2) 84.95 139.95 
SK 821 (21.5x14.5x9) 109.95 139.95 
SK 822 (22.5x19.6x9) *159.95 — 
SK 827 “199.95 — 
Available in black, grey, yellow 
*Black Only, Other Colors Call 


DOSKOCIL 


WATERTIGHT CASES 
Seal Tight Lg 17%x 12 x 7%.......... 59.95 
Seal Tight Ex Lg 18%x 14% x 8%...69.95 
Available in Gray or Black 
Minimum Shipping USA (Except AK & HI) $7. 





Co meueter 
pes ter 


Check Nour 


ACCESSORIES FOR NIKONOS 
IKELITE 


Optical Viewfinder #5002 
Ext. Tube Set #4090.03 oo... 99.95 
SEA & SEA 

12/3.5 Super Wide Fisheye 

Viewfinder for 12/3.5 Lens 95 

16mm Conversion Lens £/35/2.5 319.95 

WS/sibise te 806.95 20/3.5.......537.95 

Optical Finder for 20/3.5 Lens ....104.95 

High Eyepoint Finder f/15,16,20 .249.95 

Ext. TubetsSmmi 1rd 2 etcea. ee. 45.95 

Ext Tube 35mm 1:2...... 

Ext Tube 35mm 1:3... 

Ext Tube 28mm 1:2 0.0.0. 45. 95 

YS-120 Flash with Cord ! 

YS-300 Flash w/Nicad & Charger 861.95 
SCUBA VIDEO TAPES 

Cathy Church Instructuctional ......29.95 

Basic Introduction Using Nikonos V19.95 

Advance Course Using W.A. Lenses19.95 

Advance Course Using Macro & Closeup 19.95 

Emergency Repair f/Nikonos V.....24.95 


SéAcSEA 


MX-10 Camera 

YS-40A Flash for MX-10 
MX-10 w/YS-40A Flash Kit 
20mm Lens f/MX-10 





Motor Marine IIl-EX w/YS-60 Kit.799.95 
16mm Conversion Lens MM II...274.95 
20mm Conversion Lens MM II...291.95 
High Optical Finder f/16, 20 Lens249.95 


PELICAN 


Black/Silver/Orange or Yellow 
Inside Dimensions Dividers 
1200 (94x74x4%4) -50 _ 
1300 (9%x7%4x6%4) i _ 
1400 (12%x9%x5%) : — 
1450 (15x10%x6) 104.50 
1500 (17x11%x6%) 116.50 
1520 (18x12%x6%) 138.50 
1550 (19x14x7%) 158.50 
1600 (22x17x8) 180.50 
1650 (29x21x11) 169.50 
1750 (50%x13%x5) 184.50 
NEW! 1526 (1520 case w/Gadget 

Bag Silver, Black) CALL 


121.50 
143.50 
Eat 95 





212-239-7770 


ewa-mari INE 


UA Housing .....159.95 — 
UA-Z Housing Pe 
f/longer lenses 


AQUATICA 


Distributed by Nikon inc. 
We area 
FULL STOCK Dealer! 


NEW! 


EXTET-100 PLUS 
Waterproof 35mm Sport Camera 


+ Suitabie on land or underwater 
¢ Up to 150 ft. underwater $4 99° 


4 (Se 


35mm Automatic Dive Camera 
Operational to 60 ft. depth..... $99.95 


UA-XP Housing219.95 ‘ 
UF w/o Flash....119.95 : 
it FX f/use w/Shoe Mount Flash 139. 95 
U-FXP for use w/Side 
Mount Flash 
U-MM Compact Auto-Focus 
Camera... Ras ee eee ei od 59.95 
U-AMZ Compact AF Zoom 
Cameras.22.2.. Biome eres 64.95 
Hurricane HOOd.........0.ccceceeeeeees 64.00 
U-VVL f/Sharp Viewcam 
U-VST f/Sony TR5,6,7 ................ 199. 95 
U-VJD f/JVC DV-1 
U-VPC f/Sony PC-7 
U-VML For JVC compact, Canon 
ES-2000, Panasonic EZ-1 
V-1000 f/Sony DCR VX1000 


Reefmaster 


Operational to 164 ft. ........ $1 99.00 
et... 





COMPASSES 
2500 PRO Compass Wrist............ 29.95 
2600 PRO-S Compass Wrist........ 42.95 

VIDEO HOUSINGS 
For Sony TR-Series (Specify) 
For Sony FX Series (Specify) 
For Sony VX-1000 
For Sony VX-3 
For JVC AX Series (Specify) 

DIVE LIGHTS 
RGDinalogennes eee 43.95 
Mini C-Light Halogen (Spec.Color)24.95 
Modular Super Light (nicad) 95 
Modular Video Lite (nicad) ; 
Modular Video Lite 45 (nicad).....214.95 
4052 Charger for Nicad Lites ........ 36.95 


SINGH- RAY UNDERWATER FILTERS 
Se itm ae! 2-9. h.Ac2.4) 29.95) 5 SBrmiine tires ees. A 4-956 -SxSmiinh.2.2 eee 94.95 


CAMERA HOUSING 
For Most SLR’s AF 
Agiiashotel lisse SAl he) eee 64.95 
Aquashot II w/Macro Kit 
and Substrobe 


Substrobe 505 w/Slave 
4043 Substrobe 50 


STROBE PACKAGES for NIKONOS 
3943.43 Substrobe 50” Kit 
3946.43 Substrobe 50” Kit 
3946.46 Substrobe Ai Kit 
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Nikonos and Sea & Sea 


Repairs, Sales & Accessories 


Underwater Photo-Tech 

16 Manning St. #104, Derry, NH 03038 

E-mail uwpt@ix.netcom.com 

603-432-1997 603-432-4702 fax r 
Authorized Service Center for Aquatica and ‘Sea & Sea 
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SAVE UP TO 60% 


HUGE SELECTION 
GUARANTEED LOW PRICES 


ZS 


FREE 


ae |e 


CATALOG 


Call 800-621-6019 
Fax 773-775-1815 


E-Mail us at: 


he 


BerryScuba@juno.com 
or visit our website: 
http://www.berryscuba.com 


BERRY CHICAGO 
6674 N. Northwest Hwy 
Chicago, IL 60631 


(773) 763-1626 


BERRY PALATINE 
1294 E. Dundee Rd. 
Palatine, IL 60067 
(847) 358-3848 


Looking for Used or End of 
the Year Closeouts— 
Visit the All New 


Berry Scuba Outlet 
FREE FLYER 
Call 1-800-232-6220 
Fax 1-404-766-8280 


3443 Dogwood Ave." 
Hapeville, Ga. 30354 
(404) 766-1186 


BERRY LOMBARD 
36 Yorktown Center 
Lombard, IL 60148 
(630) 495-2822 


2661 dv/dS © 


CHICAGO AND ATLANTA STORES ONLY MINUTES FROM AIRPORTS! 
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ARNED ABOUT DIVING FROM THAT 


Hose Blowout Knocks Sense 
Into Vacationing Diver 


y trip to Fiji from New York had 

taken months of planning and 18 

hours in a plane. All gear—regu- 

lators, BC, camera, lights and 
their backups—had been serviced ahead 
of schedule to make certain they would 
not let me down. The planning did pay 
off. I didn’t even need a backup snorkel 
keeper on my two week trip. 

All the backups doubled the weight of 
my luggage, which I hand carried onto 
jets, prop-driven island hoppers and dive 
boats, but it just added to my sense of se- 
curity. I turned down offers to help tote 
the heavy gearbag from local operators, 
who are accustomed to doing everything 
for their guests. Like most divers who reg- 
ularly visit the cold, dark waters of the East 
Coast, I prefer to handle and set up my 
own gear. Operators were generally toler- 
ant of this personal foible until the last day. 

“Guests don’t handle anything here, 
it’s against the rules,” a mate cooed. Not 
wishing to press the point, I gave in toa 
little luxury. Why not enjoy the service 
the touring masses have come to expect. 
After all, isn’t this a holiday? Relax. Enjoy. 

The next time I saw my gear, it was on 
the bottom ofa cart of dive bags stacked 
four deep and topped with a few re- 
breathers. It was all set up for me on 
board the boat, however, and worked fine 
on the first dive, much to my relief. I re- 
laxed in the glow of a glorious dive as we 
headed back to shore just ahead of an ap- 
proaching stormfront. 

A sprinkle turned into a steady drizzle 
during lunch and some guests canceled 
their afternoon dive. This late summer 
shower didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of 
everyone, though. There were enough 
divers to persuade the captain to take the 
boat out. Why should we be afraid of a lit- 
tle rain? Besides I’d been searching fora 
Crown of Thorns starfish all week. I'd 
seen the effects of the coral eating creature 
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but had yet to record one on film. This 
outing was my last chance before leaving 
for home. 

Gold Nuggets Reef has a rocky base of 
corals that looks a little battered. I was cu- 
rious to know if this was owing to abuse by 
waves and visiting divers or a Crown of 
Thorns incursion, so | set out to find an- 
swer, searching the reef’s crevices with my 
flashlight. This investigative work takes 
time, so] trailed the pack of divers by 
about 40 feet. I was thinking about this de- 
parture from the customary buddy system, 





(unfortunately, my dive buddy couldn't 
make the trip), and about the “same ocean, 
same day” attitude of some New York 
divers, when POW! A powerful blast 
rocked my head to my chest, forcing me to 
spit out my regulator and half my air. My 
ears were ringing just slightly less than the 
roar of air gushing out behind me. 

“IT don’t know what it is, but it’s hap- 
pening to me,” I thought, stunned and 
sweeping my arm behind me in search of 


my regulator. Once I had found it, a glug 
of bubbling water told me it wasn’t work- 
ing, nor was the octopus. Cursing my lack 
of a redundant air supply, which I usually 
carry on dives back home, I weighed the 
options that remained. It was 40 feet to 
the surface or the nearest diver. A con- 
trolled ascent would be no problem, un- 
less, of course, a boat passed overhead. 

Swimming nearby was a grandfatherly 
gent whom I'd seen at lunch talking as 
much with his hands as his words. Hand 
signs? No problem. I got his attention and 
he understood me at once—the air from 
his regulator was filling my lungs in no 
time. Before I could take more thana 
couple of breaths, the divemaster stuffed 
his octopus in my mouth and escorted me 
to the dive boat. 

The source of the blast was quickly diag- 
nosed as a blown high pressure hose. 
Whether it was caused by mishandling or 
being crammed into tight baggage bins in 


‘ airplanes and boats is at question. 


“It could have just been age,” my local 
dive shop owner observed. The hose had 
seen more than 100 dives in six years. I re- 
alized it would be prudent to replace these 
hoses every five years. The experience also 
drove home the need to maintain remo- 
ra-like closeness to a buddy. If that blast 
had been just a bit stronger, I might have 
been too stunned to seek help. 

Over pints of Fiji bitters back at the ho- 
tel, I struck up a conversation with my 
newfound buddy, Silvio DiLoreto; a rela- 
tionship that spanned a generation and 
many miles. It turned out he had served 
in World War II on Guadalcanal in the 
same Army Air Corps unit as my late fa- 
ther. Whether they actually knew each 
other was uncertain. Decades clouded too 
many memories. But just imagining the 
two of them chatting over pints of bitters 
at Henderson Field is as refreshing as a 
breath of fresh air, = 
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JOUR" BC, in the form — | 
Df an Alpine Harness. 
t fits your body, won't 
ide up or flop around, | 
reating a sleeker 
profile in the water. 
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But its nice 
to have 









ine | \ is custom 
djusted to your body when you buy 
Wrap-around support and the 
durable softness of BIOFLEX™ makes 
the Tour the most comfortable BC you 


have ever worn. With five patented or 


of the TOUR BC is due to the 
incredibly strong and durable : a ie 
BIOFLEX™ double air cell (pat. no matter what your shape is available on 


pending) which creates minimal every TOUR BC because of Oceanic's patent pending patent pending features, you ee never 
drag with maximum lift. Adjustable Positioning System (APS). The harness 


seen - or felt, another BC like it. 


OCEANIC. 


isit our website at www.oceanicusa.com to find the Oceanic dealer nearest to you. Visiting the Other World for 25 years 
Yr call us at (510) 562-0500. 


Straps slide on a track transitioning the weight of the 
tank to the position most comfortable to you. 
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A strong case. 


Just in case. 
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A Rolex is not only handsome, it isextremely impenetrable miniature vault which, for this 
rugged, and the key is its trademark Oyster | 


case sculpted from 18kt gold or “904 L” 


Submariner, is pressure-proof to 1,000 
feet. Its legendary durability has made 
stainless steel. The case, combined with the it the standard of excellence among divers, 
synthetic sapphire crystal and patented and is just one reason why this timepiece grows 


Triplock winding crown, creates a virtually even more impressive the deeper you delve into it. 
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